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Britain and drugs: doctors 

say cannabis can cure you, while our 

worst crack war erupts in London 


f. “S 


v i... ■ 






Rival gangsters are 
waging what may be 
Britain’s worst drugs war 
in a small area of 
London. The police 
officer heading the 
inquiry tells /oson Bennetto, 
Crime Correspondent, 
that the death toll is 
likely to rise. 
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Gun warfare involving Ja- 
maican style "Yardie” criminals 
in London is threatening to es- 
calate. a senior detective 
warned yesterday. 

He SEid that a disturbing up- 
surge in the number of young 
drug dealers carrying guns has 
been partly to be blame for a 
spate of murders in the north 
west of the capital. Fifty two 
people have been killed in the 
area this year, including two this 
week, compared with 34 in the 
whole of 1996. Last week two 
unarmed officers were shot at 
seven times on a council estate 
in the north west. 

- The rise in the use of 
firearms by criminals involved 
in drugs mir rors problems ex- 


perienced in other cities, notably 
Manchester, Liverpool and 
Glasgow. 

Detective Superintendent 
Colin Hardingham, who is 
heading an inquiry into four 
murders in north west London 
warned yesterday that a gun cul- 
ture was rapidly growing among 
a group of young Mack men who 
were mimicking traits of the vi- 
olent Jamaican gangsters, 
known as Yardies. 

He said: “It seems to be the 
thing to have a gun. Just as busi- 
ness people in the city wear a 
suit, these characters carry a gun 
or have access to one. 

“Many of the young black 
kids will call themselves 
Yardies. but they don’t have any 
real links. It’s just a status thing 
- its a term that is used to fright- 
en people. 

“The culture is committed to 
drugs. It’s predominately crack 
cocaine which is where the 


money is. 

“The gangs are very loose 
knit. They fall out with each oth- 
er and are based in parts of Lon- 
don.” 

He added: “Some murders 
have spilled out to other parts 
of London and this looks to be 


a growing problem.” 

He added that most the 
“Yardies" were aged from 18 to 
25 and preferred automatic 
handguns. 

In response to the escalating 
violence in the north west of 
London Scotland Yard has step- 
ping up the number of 24 hour 
car patrols containing armed of- 
ficers in Kflburn and advising all 
policemen and women to wear 
heavy body armour while on 
duty in that sector. 

The violence has been con- 
centrated on the areas of KU- 
bum, Willesden and Harlesden. 
This year there have been 15 
murders in Kiibnrn and 25 
shooting inddeots. Last year 
there were 121 murders in Lon- 
don; provisional figures for this 
year reveal there have been 135 
killings so far. 

Det Supt Hardingham 
stressed that the 52 murders in 
the north -west area include 
non drug killings, such os do- 
mestic disputes, and that where 
gangsters wereinvolved, the at- 
tacks were not random, but 
planned -I d the latest incident, 
Marcus Charles, 22, was killed 
as be left a council estate in Kfi- 
burn on Tuesday night. 


Cannabis can have a 
beneficial medical effect, 

' the BMA will report next 
week. Gotin Brown, Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
says it could be a major 
step towards legalising 
the drug for medical use. 


The campaign to legalise 
cannabis will be given a big 
boost next week an expert re- 
port by the British Medical As- 
sociation will .say there is 
evidence that the drug can in- 
deed have medical benefits. 

The report will say that new 
medicines based on cannabis 
should be developed and it will 
spell out the legal changes 
needed to allow that to happen. 
Labour MPs who have been 
campaigning for the ban on 
cannabis to be lifted for med- 
ical use think it could be the 
breakthrough they have been 
waiting for. 

The BMA report will say that 
some of the 400 chemical con- 
stituents of cannabis can help to 
control nausea, an important 
finding for cancer sufferers who 


are using the drug illegally to en- 
able them to continue with . 

chemotherapy. The drug also has 

had benefits for patients in pain 
relief, and there are claims that 
it can help to control compulsive 
movements and glaucoma. 

The report is based on a re- 
examination of published re- 
search but its appearance under 
the name of the BMA will give 
the findings added weight It will 
increase pressure on the Gov- 
ernment following the launch of 
the Independent on Sunday’s 
campaign for the decriminali- 
sation of cannabis and the call 
by tbe Lord Chief Justice, Sir 
Thomas Bingham, for a debate 
on the issue. 

A BMA source said: “We 
don't talk about recreational use 
because that was outside our re- 
mit but we say that for personal 
use, it would be better to de- 
velop new drugs. We are not 
suggesting that patients should 
be allowed to roll joints and 
smoke them." 

The BMA annual confer- 
ence came down in favour of a 
policy of legalising cannabis 
use for medicinal purposes, but 
the report will take the cam- 
paign a step further by con- 


firming that there is medical ev- 
idence that it can have benefits. 

Paul Flynn, the Labour MP 
for Newport West, who has 
been leading the campaign in 
the Commons for cannabis to 
be legalised for medicinal use, 
was delighted by the news of the 
report “It is a breakthrough, 
and it could provide a big boost 
to the campaign.” he said. ■ 

The Home Office minister 
George Howarth told Mr Fly- 
nn in the Commons there was 
no medical evidence that 
cannabis provided medicinal 
benefits. The Home Secretary 
Jack Straw has maintained a 
tough line in resisting all pres- 
sure for cannabis to be le- 
galised, bat Frank Dobson, the 
Secretary of State for Health, 
has been more sympathetic. 

Mr Dobson has indicated 
that if medical evidence could 
be found, he would have no ob- 
jections to cannabis being le- 
galised for medicinal use only. 
Mr Flynn intends to challenge 
the Home Office again with the 
BMA findings. 

If the law is changed, new 
drugs will have to . be created 
and tested before they are made 
available. 
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Iraqi threats as US warships move in 


The Iraqis have 
threatened to shoot 
ari American 
qpjr plane which is 
'expected to fly over Iraq 
. today;. Extra forces are 
beingdepldyed in .the 

. region. Tb e l*’ 5 Mi*/ ore ' 2 n 

minister said he would 
‘not be surprised* if the 
crisis escalated into 

military confrontation. 

Mary Dejevsky and Fran 
Afrans report 


President Clinton yesterday or- 
•vdeted a second aircraft carrier, 
J 1 U*he USS George Washington , to 
tbe flersian Gulf to join the USS 
Nhrtitz and the fleet of warships 


already there, almost doubling 
the US military strength in the 
region. The White House said 
the US would continue to work 
through the United Nations to 
“bring proper pressure to bear 
on Saddam Hussein to achieve 
compliance” with UN resolu- 
tions. The spokesman, Mike 
McCuny, declined to speculate 
on the possible use of military 
force. 

The British defence minister 
John Reid announced that six 
Harrier GR7s based at RAF 
Wittering, Cambridgeshire, 
were being prepared for possi- 
ble deployment in tbe Gulf. 
Their notice to move is to be re- 
duced from five days to 4S . 
hours. HMS Invincible, an air- 
craft carrier, was heading to- 
wards Gibraltar. 

As ministers announced 


measures to prepare Britain 
for the possibility of renewed 
conflict, Tony Blair said Saddam 
Hussein would make “a very, 
very severe mistake indeed” if 
he did not come back in line 
with United Nations Security 
Council resolutions. 

The Prime Minister is ex- 
pected to phone Bill Clinton to- 
day to voice his. support for 
America's tough stance on 
Iraq's decision to expel US 
weapons inspectors. 

Mr Blair said yesterday: “1 
think it is absolutely essential 
that we realise that the reason 
we are taking this action is be- 
cause Iraq must not be able to 
develop weapons of mass de- 
struction biological and chem- 
ical warfare. If that happens ihe 
consequences, not just for that 
region but for the whole of the 


world would be disastrous.” 

The Iraqi foreign minister, 
Mohammad Said al-Sahaf, said 
meanwhile that Iraq did not 
want military confrontation. If 
there were an attack, however, 
he stressed that Iraq would 
“stand firm and emerge strong”. 

He was speaking only hours 
after UN weapons inspectors 
had left Baghdad by air, with-* 
drawn by the head of Unscom 
(tbe UN commission responsi- 
ble for disarming Iraq) in 
protest against Iraq’s summary 
expulsion of six American in- 
spectors the previous day. 

Mr al-Sahaf attacked the 
decision, saying that the Aus- 
tralian chairman of Unscom, 
Richard Butler, bad acted on 
behalf of the OS and without 
authorisation from tbe UN. 

Only seven members of the 


team remain as a skeleton staff 
at Unscom headquarters in 
Baghdad. The Iraqi deputy 
prime minister, Thriq Aziz, who 
had spent much of the past week 
trying to present Iraq's cause at 
the UN, left New York yester- 
day for Paris without putting his 
country’s case direct to the Se- 
curity Council He did succeed 
in a presenting his case to 
American television viewers, 
appearing on almost every ma- 
jor network and cable television 
talkshow on Thursday evening, 
parrying alternately curious and 


aggressive questions about 
Iraq’s behaviour. . 

When it was put to him by 
a television reporter that the. 
UN inspectors wanted only to 
apply the familiar principle 
“trust and verify” to Iraq's com- 
pliance with UN resolutions, Mf 
Aziz said: “But we must know 
that those who verify are im- 
partial." And he restated Iraq’s 
view that the weapons inspec- 
tions and surveillance fligh ts 
were simply a coyer for the US 
to pursue its own interests, 
Iraq crisis, pages 12-13 
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How the music director 
of the ENO is fighting 
for his opera’s life 


TODAY’S NEWS 


Blair aide in F I row 

Jonathan Powell, Tony Blair's chief of staff, yesterday 
emerged as a key player in the row over donations to 
the Labour Party from Bemie Ecclestone. Mr Powell, a 
keen Formula One fan, appears to have been involved in 
arranging Ecclestone's £lm pre-election gift, and was 
present when the Formula One organisers sought 
exemption after the election from Labour's proposed 
ban on tobacco advertising in sport. Page 10 


Bottom of the pops 

The pop music charts were 45 years old yesterday - blit 
music pundits say they don't matter any more. Record 
sales success today depends on marketing, and high 
impact on MTV. Page 3 
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COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 


D’Oyly Carte sings 
for its survival 


The songs have been sung in the grandness of the Savoy and in the 
doughtiest of church balls and schools. But in a Parliamentary first, 
members of the D'Oyly Carte Opera Company next week take the works 
of Gilbert and Sullivan to the House of Commons. 

The company will be singing for survival. After a £250,000 rescue giant 
Last year, the purveyors of light opera to the nation will have to 
abandon touring without the regular Arts Council funding it believes it 
deserves. 

To set the right tone for the debate, it has gained special permission 
to sing in the Grand Committee Room at Westminster in what it claims 
to be the first ever musical lobby of Parliament 

More than 300 MPS are expected at a performance of highlights from 
HMS Pinafore, lolanihe and The Mikado . 

“We want to show them what 
we do," a company spokeswom- 
an said. Or in the words of WS 
Gilbert himself: “You must stir it 
and stump it And blow your 
own trumpet, Or trust me, you 
haven't a chance." ( Ruddigore, 
Act 1) 

Nonetheless, the choice of 
lolanihe, a political satire about 
MPs and fairies, could cause a few 
problems. t 

The words of Act 2 could be 
accurate, but might not prove a 
winning argument “The prospect 
of a lot Of dull MPs in dose prox- 
imity, All thinking for themselves 
is what No man can face with 
equanimity." 

And G&S, which has been 
performed by the D'Oyly Carte 
since 1875, may show itself to be 
sorely out of date in the world of 
New Labour: “f often think it's comical How Nature always does con- 
trive That every bay and every gal. That's born into the world alive. Is 
either a little Liberal, Or else a little Conservative!" Not a Peter Man- 
ddson in sigbL 

But if little Buttercup (HMS Pinafore ), the Lord Chancellor (lolan- 
ihe) and Yum Yum (The Mikado) fail to hit the right note, the company 
will return to the statistics. 

Sir Michael Bishop, chairman of the company's trustees, said it already 
provided 90 per cent of its running costs through the bos office and pri- 
vate sector. 

It has received £350,000 in total from the Arts Council compared with 
£30 million a year for the national and regional grand opera companies. 
In the last year, U has toured 36 towns and dries at seat prices a fraction 
of those at Covent Garden. 

“The D'Oyly Carte Opera Company is the national light opera com- 
pany and has been around for 120 years. It's a unique part of Britain's 
musical heritage," he said. 

He must hope the MPs don't know the second act of Ruddigore: “This 
particularly rapid, unintelligible patter Isn't generally heard, and if it is 
it doesn't matter." 
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Star Trek skipper to play white Othello 


Patrick Stewart, best known for his screen role as 
Captain Jean-Luc Picard in Star Trek, is to star in 
a radical interpretation of Shakespeare's Othello 
which opens on Monday night on New York. 

The white actor will play the title role surrounded 
by an all-black cast in a dramatic reversal of the play- 
wright's original scenario. 

Stewart who originated foe concept for the pro- 
duction, said: “Tve been imagining myself playing 
Othello, and in a sense preparing for it, since l was 
about 14. When the time came foal I was old enough 
and experienced enough to do it, it was the same 
time that it no longer became acceptable for a white 
actor to put on a black face and pretend to be 
African. 

“One of my hopes for this production is that it 
will continue to say what a conventional production 
of Othello would say about racism and prejudice. 
It might even say it in a more intense and possibly 


provocative way by reverting the usual racial Char- 
acteristics. lb replace the blade outsider with a white 
man in a black society wil, I hope, encourage a much 
broader view of the fundamentals of racism, and 
perhaps even question those triggers - odour of skin, 
physiognomy, language, culture - that can produce 
instant feelings of fear, suspicion and so forth." 

The actor is also starring in the current Holly- 
wood blockbusters Conspiracy Theory and Master- 
minds. Bat Stewart's return to the stage will be 
welcome news particularly fear his poStar Trek fans. 
Before his Hollywood stardom he was a leading ac- 
tor with the Royal Shakespeare Company and in the 
Seventies also had one of the central roles in the 
BBC TV adaptation of / Claudius. 

Othello , which wifi run until 4 January at the 
Shakespeare Theatre in New York, js directed by 
JudeKeUy, the artistic director of the \Nfest York- 
shire Playhouse in Leeds. — Amanda KeBy 


Lam cries foul as Channel 5 axes cookery- show 
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Nancy Lam, the television chef, 
has been ditched by Channel .5, 
•ftT* ti fe £b *fc tile3r ^erfay. ^ * ’ 

tmm 

viewersforber nhfc, ho-nonsense 
style, was d is taught at the 
•• derision to are hereponymously 
titled show. 

T think they have swept me 
under the carpet,” said Mis Lam. 
“I don’t really know why. I can’t 
teJL lam disappointed because 
they have given me such huge 
publicity and I am worried about 
the future ” 

The move follows Channel 5 T s 
derision to scrap its lunchtime 
~ show, 5’s Company. 


husband Ben, who acts as her 
downtrodden sidekick. 

The pair run a restaurart called 
Enak Enak (wbifch meanT^yum 
yum" in Indonesian) in Battersea 
in south west London and she has 
just published a cookery book, 
Nancy Lam Stirs It Up . 

They were on the verge of sell- 
ing their business during the re- 
cession but a favourable 
newspaper review is credited with 
reversing their fortunes and her 
reputation was enough to secure 
Mrs Lam, who is from In- Rier television spot 
donesia and is known for hermuT Channel 5 confirmed yesterday 

ti-ookxired hairstyle, bad language that it had not commissioned 
and treatment of her Ghanaian another series. 



Headmaster cleared of 
hitting 10-year-old pupil 


A head teacher was yesterday 
cleared of slapping an unruly 10- 
year-old pupil across the face. 

A jury at Bradford Crown 
Court took just 30 minutes to bring 
its verdict on a charge of assault 
against 47-year-old Ian Blakeley. 

He had been accused of losing 
his temper and slapping a boy who 
was disrupting a lesson at 
Crosland Moor Junior School in 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, in 
December last year. 

Outside court Mr Blakeley said: 
“I don’t believe in hitting children, 
I never have done. I think it de- 
means the teacher, you lose dig- 
nity and in the end you lose 
authority." 

Mr Blakeley went on: “I'm very 
grateful for the support l have re- 
ceived from the Kirklees com- 
munity of schools who have been 
ringing me up and sending me 
cards non-stop. 

“Tm just glad that today, at long 
last after 11 months, common- 
sense has prevailed.'’ 


Mr Blakeley resigned his post 
as head teacher at the school in 
June this year and now works as 
an education adviser with the lo- 
cal education authority. 

His wife. Hazel, 47, a science 
teacher at a local secondary 
school, described the proceedings 
as a “waste of money". She said 
she was now fearful of walking 
back into a classroom next week. 

Judge Ian Dobkin ordered Mr 
Blakeley’s legal costs for the 
three-day trial to be met out of 
public funds. 

The prosecution started last De- 
cember after the 10-year-old bey's 
father called police alleging his son 
had been assaulted by Mr 
Blakeley. The boy, who cannot be 
named, had told the court the head 
teacher grabbed him by the throat 
and slapped him across the face 
leaving a red mark. 

But Mr Blakeley, who lives in 
Huddersfield and who has been a 
teacher for 26 years, insisted 
throughout he had not hftthe boy. 
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HOUSING 

Homes shortage restricts sa e 

House hunters aie still °^ avaI * a ^ e 

on the market, a report cteimed market , there were 21 

Barclays said that demand was stiUouistapi^ 
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surge for home buying- lcndiK has jumped by 10 per cent 

It also revealed that.tottl ye ar-on-year growth , 

since last October. The report ** ■ ^ stability in 
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since last October. The „ “V ceoLindicating Stability in t. 

in mortgage lending for 1997 so far is-11 per cem, * J 


the market. 


ECONOMY 

Public swings behind euro 

S5E 


majority against Britain fining tte Eurohas <S e "° agatost and 18 

27 per cent in October, with the shift concentrated on the AB social 
group. 






EDUCATION 

Cooking up an interest in food 
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A rampaign yvas launched today to promote cooking and learning about , 
food in schools. 

The initiative, by the Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, Man- 
ufactures and Commerce, will be called Focus on Food and begin in the 
New Year, with sponsorship from Waitrose, the supermarket chain. 

Plans for the campaign include a National Food Week, to involve schools 
nationwide in a week of concentrated “food activity" in the summer term, 
the .establishment .<of a -series of. pilot projects in primary schools 
in which children ytfil be tracked tqjseehow, their attitudes to food change 
over time, an&* a" mobile teaching kitchen visiting schools and 
communities. - • 

•v.t /• vW - . ■ 

.HEKfcTH - 


• ■ V- 
. • 


f "■ 


' j 1 . ' .V ‘ ■ 

’s \:v~' 
i . 


Care for elderly is a lottery 


Inconsistent local authority rules mike long-term Care for the elderly a 
lottery, according to a study published yesterday. 

The study, commissioned by the Continuing Care Conference and Age 
Concern, shows that finding residential care, or care at home, in old age 
often depends on where people live rather than what they need. 

Researchers found that eligibility criteria for allocating care can be un- 
sound and vary widely. Rules are not always interpreted consistently or 
linked to the allocation of resources, says the study. 

Sally G reengross, director-general of Age Concern, said: “Long-term 
care for older people is a national lottery. It’s unacceptable that getting 
the care you need in old age is down to the luck of the draw. 

Eighty-three social services departments from England took part in a 
survey conducted by the Personal Social Services Research Unit at the 
University of Manchester. — Unus Gregoriotfe 
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Milk could stop bone disease 


Drinking extra milk as a teenager could protect girls from the bone-thin- 
ning disease osteoporosis in later life, researchers say in the British Med- 
ical fouma I. A study of 82 adolescent girls in Sheffield who were given an 
extra half pint of milk a day for 18 months found no changes in weight or 
height but an increase in their bone mineral density compared with girls 
who ate their usual diet. - Jeremy Wore" 


TOURIST BATES 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada (S) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmei) 
Hong Kong (S) 
Ireland (punts) 


Italy (lira) 

Japan (yen) 

Malta (lira) 
Netherlands (guilders) 
Norway (kroner) 
Portugal (escudos) 
Spain (pesetas) 
Sweden (kroner) 
Switzerland (francs) 
Turkey (lira) 

United States ($) 


2,799 

210.78, 


0.63 

(guilders) 321' 
ner) 11.70 

aidos) 2S8.69 
as) 239.06 

ner) ' 1Z47 

[francs) 232 

303200 

s ($) 1.66 
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The Hobbit and War and Peace 
beautifully boxed classic listening. 
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The perfect gift, _ 
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STARTING ON MON DAY 

The survey that’s going 
to overturn everyone’s 
assumptions about 
young people — 


Do the 

pop 

charts 

matter 

any 

more? 

The pop charts are 
45 years old. But do 
they have any meaning, 
either for record 
r companies or for 
the public? David Lister 
looks at a national 
institution. 


forty-five years ago yesterday, 
AJ Martino, an American bal- 
ls deer with a short-back-and- 
sides and a cheesy grin, 
grabbed a niche in social his- 
tory with the first number-one 
record. 

New Musical Express had 
decided to publish a chart 
listing the top-selling records 
in Britain over the previous 
J^week. From that moment on 
■aae charts have reflected and 
sometimes even helped to de- 
termine youth culture. 

The singles charts, unlike 
the album charts, have notably 
been less than wholly accurate 
in charting musical fame and 
talent. Superstars such as The 
Who and Led Zeppelin nev- 
er had a number one single, 
nor have Dire Straits. Pink 
Floyd bad only one. Bob Dy- 
lan, one of the more influen- 
tial figures of the century, has 
only ever had a nodding ac- 
quaintance with the charts. 
And in a supreme denial of 
logic, perhaps the best double 
A-side ever released - The 
Beatles' "Penny Lane"/ 
“Strawberry Fields Rjrever” - 
only made it to number two in 
1967, kept off the top by En- 
gelbert Humperdinck. 

But whatever the anomalies 
, in the charts over 40 years or 
rso, records have rarely moved 
in and out of the higher reach- 
es so speedily and so bewil- 
deringly as now. Artists can 
come and go from tire number 
one spot, with their names 
barely registering on the pub- 
lic. It costs a record company 
around £100,000 to launch a 



what they do, what 
they care about, 
what they really want 
(and it’s not spice) 
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Buy The Independent on 
Monday, and every day 
next week. 




Aqua may be top of the pops today, but they are a perfect example of a one-hit wonder 


single, about a third of dial sum 
usually going on an accompa- 
nying video, necessary for 
MTV and other television pro- 
motion.. But statistics show 
that half the records in the top 
20 are there for one week. 

Jonathan King, pop pundit, 
producer, recording artist and 
impresario, told BBC Radio’s 
Tbday programme yesterday: 
“Sadly, the chart now is almost 
totally unimportant to the in- 
dustry and the public. In the old 
days it used to be tbe case that 
sales and popularity were one 
and the same thing.” He said 
later that entry into the chart 


was now just as likely to be de- 
termined by marketing or spe- 
cial {nice offers as by the ability 
of the artist or popularity. “In 
the old days, DJs abroad would 
pounce on the number one sell- 
ing record in Britain. Now they 
just laugh at you.” 

David Hughes, director of 
external affairs at EMI, dis- 
agrees. He says: “Of course the 
charts are important They are 
still the only barometer the 
public has of its sales." 

TWeaty-one singles have 
been at number one this year, 
with the c hanging nature of 
chart compilation shown by 


the fact that grocery stores 
submit returns on record sales. 

Chart compilers GN point 
out to a renaissance in the chart 
angle. Tbe highest year for sin- 
gles sales was 1979when 89 mil- 
lion were sold. This year 85 
minion have been sold. In 1992 
60.000 sales would move a 
song to number one. Last year 
it took a sale of 145,000. 

And today’s number 
one?“Barbie Girl" by Aqua, a 
novelty song by a Scandinavian 
group in which a young lady is 
compared to the eponymous 
doll. One feels the phrase 
“one-hit wonder" coming on. 


Spice girl effect on City and business 


Are the Spice Girls finished? And 
does it matter a jot? Yes and yes, 
says the stock exchange. David 
Lister, Arts News Editor, analyses 
the rumblings and concludes that 
girl power has not yet been 
deposed. 


Predictions of the demise of worldbeat- 
ing pop groups are always made with rel- 
ish and have been made since tbe dawn 

V of Edmbutgh once found it 
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he was reported as saying The Beaties were 
“on the wane", a remark which msp*ed 


of Virgin on which the Spice Girls record, 
fell, with dealers claiming that was a di- 
rect result of fears for tbe group’s future. 

A whole host of companies from Pep- 
si to Walker Crisps to Asda will also be 
worried. They are among the product en- 
dorsements that Fuller arranged for his 
charges. And, of course, the balance of 
payments might suffer a blip. The girls 
have already, sold 19 million records 
worldwide, and their world tour is only just 
beginning. 

The parting of company with 36-year- 
old FuDer, Svengali Spice, might yet return 
to haunt die girls. Feistiness and girl pow- 
er had much to do with their disQluskm- 
menL Fuller had become too dose to one 


Ot os coaigcs, 

Spec, and her colleagues resented that en- 
croachment ot their unity. He also worked 


them extremely hard and told them when 
they could go out and where they could go, 
which they came to resent as they became 
millionaires. Suspecting the bubble could 
burst at any time. Fuller also piled up prod- 
uct endorsements which made money but 
weren't good for the rock image. 

But one industry source said last night: 
“These were factors. But the other factor 
was the mathematics. Fuller was on 20 per 
cent Work out bow much that leaves for 
each of the five giris. Less than 20 per cent 
They have done their simple division. The 
golden rule in this industry is ’don't earn 
more than the talent’.” 

With sales of their new album lower 
than expected, less than 250JXX) compared 
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theywere'away'," 

*. Now it is foe turn of the SpKe Gtris. 

At tfae start of the week it was confirmed 
that tbe Spice Girls had sacked their man- 

heloed build their nnage and 


they were being 


amrosoa&nonyuiify^- 

yourown publldty,” pop gw™ 

terman warned as the giri P 
pions said they .would be managing 

cwa<dSairsheocefortb- _ 

. Hn&ris rarely comes so 
do6snny of itifiatte? fp&vp- 


fallout or Spanish irritability? 

The answer appears to be » Cta 

Jonday, shares in EMI, the parent label 



Dolly lolly: Spice Girls p roduct s 
include everything from crisps to toys 


immin ent downfall is being predicted. 
Overkill in product endorsement, the 
oyer-1 0s losing interest and potential fall- 
out among the band are all being men- 
tioned. 

But that is likely to be a premature 
analysis. In the short term. Virgin will now 
step in where Fuller so studiously kept 
them distant before. They will provide the 
necessary back-up from drivers to toad- 
ies and publicists. Then there is a film, 
Spiceworid The Movie opening on Boxing 
Day. It is certain to be a huge holiday at- 
traction. 

With such a young fan base, the Spice 
Giris were never destined to have too 
lengthy a flirtation with global fame. But 
as the parents of all pre-pnbeseent girls 
know, to talk of them being finished al- 
ready is much fixaggera ted. They only have 
to look on the bedroom walls. 


Smith launches plans for 
£! 60 m sports academy 


Ministers yesterday announced its 
revamped plans for a £l6Qm 
national academy of sport. It said 
the new institute will be the 
centrepiece of its policy to 
promote sport. Amanda Kelly looks 
at the Government’s vision. 


Much of what Chris Smith, Secretary of 
State for Culture. Media and Sport, said 
at the launch of the new academy yester- 
day was geared towards appeasing the spec- 
tator sports which had complained that they 
were being excluded from the original plans. 

The academy headquarters, the location 
of which has yet to be decided, will be pri- 
marily geared towards Olympic sports and 
those minority sports lacking a commercial 
element. 

But, in a concession to games such as 
football, cricket and rugby league, which 
said they would set up their own academies 
in response to the Government’s initial 
plans, Mr Smith said they would be allowed 
to make use of facilities such as medicine, 
sports science, nutrition advice and 
research. 

But he added: “We strongly support tbe 
desire of more commercially based sports 
to establish their own academies. They will 
also be able to take advantage of the cen- 
tral technical expertise. 

“Every sport in this country will bene- 
fit from these facilities. There will be 
training facilities for a number of core UK 
sports, including athletics, road cycling. 


Chris Smith: Concessions to big sports 


judo, swimming, tennis and triathlon.” 

As well as a headquarters, the acade- 
my will also consist of a regional network 
of training and medical facilities through- 
out the country, with eight locations in Eng- 
land, several in Scotland and one each in 
Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Mr Smith said: “These proposals offer 
an historic opportunity to equip our very 
best sportsmen and women with access to 
the most modern facilities and technical 
back-up essential to compete - and win - 
at tbe highest levels. 
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“Future generations of medal winners 
wffl acknowledge their debt to the decisions 
we have announced today. They will put 
and keep the UK at the top of international 
spon." 

Tbe Government will choose the site of 
the headquarters, which has been allocat- 
ed an extra £60m. from a short-list of three 
bids - East Midlands, Oxfordshire and 
Sheffield - at a later date. Mr Smith asked 
the bidders to make their presentations 
within the next few weeks. 

The first response from the world of 
sport came from David Davies, director of 
public affairs at the Football Association. 

He said: “The FA welcomes today's an- 
nouncement. Our priority in football is to 
lift standards at all levels. The Government 
is committed to giving every spon the best 
chance to do the same. Their proposals 
recognise the importance of sport to the 
whole nation. They are inclusive propos- 
als aimed at benefiting all sports. They 
recognise tbe contribution that football can 
make - and we wfl] make it. We look for- 
ward to discussing these matters with he 
Government in the near future.” 

When Mr Smith first announced his _ 
plans, they provoked John Major, tbe for- 
mer prime minister, to break his self-im- 
posed post-election silence to criticise the 
Government. He argued that sports like 
cricket - for which he has a passion - would 
be forced to accept satellite television con- 
tracts in order to fund their own academies. 
That would result in fewer games being 
shown on terrestrial television, he argued. 
It was not dear yesterday whether he finds 
the new proposals any more acceptable. 
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Babies 


rrom watching; television or 
reading newspapers you could 
easily believe most killings in 
Britain are carried out by 
gun-toting drug dealers or 
mysterious sex stalkers. But, says 
Joson Bennetto, Crime 
Correspondent, official figures 
reveal a very different picture. 


Babies aged under one year old are most 
at risk of homicide, with 44 deaths per Bul- 
lion people in England and Wales, com- 
pared with the national average of 12 per 
million. "Women are far more likely to be 
strangled or suffocated than men, while 
males are most likely to be stabbed to 
death. 

Only 8 per cent of the 681 people killed 
in England and Wales last year were shot 
dead, according to police and Home Of- 
fice figures released this week. 

Detailed analysis of criminal statistics 
give a fascinating insight into the true na- 
ture of killing in Britain. It reveals that far 
from being a country over-run by serial 
killers who strike for no reason and are nev- 
er caught, most suspects were known by 
their victims and the majority are jailed. 

En glan d and Wales have one of the low- 
est homicide rales - offences that include . 
murder, manslaughter or infanticide - in 
the world. 

Ypu are more than twice as likely to be 
killed in countries such as Finland, France, 
Portugal and Scotland and five times as like- 
ly in the United States. 

The number of homicides dropped by 10 
per cent from the record total in 1995, al- 
though it was still the fifth highest this cen- 
tury and violent crime is continuing to rise 
to all-time highs. Ttoo-thirds of die homicide 
victims were male, one-third female. 

Statistically, babies are at the greatest 
danger of being killed, usually by their par- 
ents, although children under 16 
are not in a high risk group. As with the 
overall figure, children who are killed usu- 
ally die at the hands of someone they know, 
not those of a lurking paedophile. After 
babies, the group most at risk are men aged 
between 16 and 49 - not young women or 
pensioners who are often considered more 
’Ivulnerable. A quarrel, revenge, or loss of 
• i temper accounted for more than half of all 
killings in 1996. Only 6 per cent ofhomi- 
cides were carried out to steal goods or gain 
money. Deaths caused by mentally dis- 
turbed suspects, and where there was no 
apparent motive, comprised just 4 per cent 
of incidents in 1996. 


most at risk of being murdered 
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TOOL of we get from television, only 8 per cent of murders are committed by someone using a gun 


Homicide, by age of victim... 

England and Wafas 1996 
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by country... 
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: England and Wates-6 8t • r i r : 

Northern Ireland 35 _ _ p , 

Scotland „ 

Austria ....IT?. 
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* Italy 1.010 , „ 1.B_. 

. totibai" ' -'V' : la# • : 

'Sweden .I 

. Swtortand ; ' ££ . Al 
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Just over half male victims and three- 
quarters of females ones knew the main or 
only suspect Nearly half the women were 
killed by former partners or lovers, com- 
pared with only 6 per cent of men. Men 
were far more likely - 38 per cen t - to be 
killed by a stranger than women - 14 per 
cent 
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with a sharp instrument, such as a knife, 
which was used by about one-third of the 

suspects. Men were more likely to be killed 

with a knife, hit, kick or shot, than women. 
Strangulation and burning were more 
popular methods of killing females than 
males. Suspects had been charged or con- 


victed in all but about 10 per cent of the 
homicides. 

Compared with the rest of the world, Eng- 
land and Wales have a low homicide rate. 
Of those countries where statistics were ob- 

• tained only Norw^ with nine per mflljoa peo- 
ple, Japan with 10 per million, and the 
Republic of Ireland and Belgium which both 


have 12 per millio n, were lower. Northern 
Ireland recorded the largest rise in homi- 
cides - up by 52 per cent - in the past year 

to 21 per million, Sallowed by Switzerland, 
where the rate rose by 23 per cent 
^Criminal Statistics Eri$and arid Wales 1996 
is available from 0171 873 9090, price 
£2170. 


Ukraine’s 
stolen art 
found in 

Lancashire 


Police in Lancashire have recovered 
two painting s worth at least £lm that 
had been snatched from a Ukrainian 
museum. Five men were also arrested 
yesterday in the climax of police said 
had been an eight-month operation. 

The works were stolen in a violent 
mid on the Ukrainian National Mu- 
seum in the city of Poltava earlier this 

^ Yesterday armed officers arrested 
. three men in Kirkham, Lancashire, and 
another two were arrested by the Met- 
ropolitan Police in London. _ 

The paintings are Nigju Fight: “tries 
with Crusaders by the 19th century 
French artist Delacroix, and Srul Life 
with Lobsters by Pieters, a 17lh centu- 
ry Dutch painter. 

The men arrested are being ques- 
tioned at police stations in Lancashire. 
One is believed to be of Russian ori- 
gin, the others are Britons. 

Superintendent Terry Smith of the 
North West Regional Crime Squad said 
he had spoken to the Ukrainian am- 
bassador in London this morning. 

“The amb assador asked me to ex- 
press his thanks for the efforts of the 
police agencies in this country that have 
led to the recovery of these p a i ntin gs,” 
he said. The ambassador added that the 
paintings were of great value to his 
countrymen. 

They were stolen on 18 March in 
what Supt Smith said was a “particu- 
larly nasty and vicious” attack when the 
raiders used incapacitant sprays on mu- 
seum staff. After investigations in- 
volving Interpol, British police set up 
Operation Package which led to the 
stake-out of an industrial unit in 
Kirkham yesterday. 

Ttoo men arrived there in a Ford Es- 
cort car and were arrested by armed 
officers. No shots were fired and the 
men were found to be unarmed. 

Shortly afterwards another man 

was arrested in the car park of a near- 
by supermarket. 

The paintings were recovered inside 

the units, rented from Railtrack, 
wrapped in newspaper and inside 
cardboard boxes. They are now being 
verified and evaluated by art experts. 
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Is it the £3,000 annual bursary you receive 
whilst studying 1 for your Bachelor of 
Engineering degree (double last year’s 
scholarship) at the University of Southampton? 
Or the fact that you can go on to a Master’s 
degree or earn a further £1,400 a year for 
attending training days with the Royal 
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With selected TV and Hi-fi 
Model MAT5UI1W1R- 
Ask for details 
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next day delivery 

6 INSTALLATION 

7 DAYS A WEEK 
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COM 
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service support 

when you buy a 
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Coverptan 
Service Aye 
♦PLUS INTEREST FREE 

OPTION WHEN 
PURCHASED WITH 
ANY PRODUCT 
OVER £100. 

Ask in-store for 

details. 
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With Currys Preirtw 

Advantage Account 

you can take 

advantage of any 
dwfit offer irestore. 
Ask for details- 


PC RAM 
UPOtADB 
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CURRYS DKECr 

For direct doorstep 
deTweryi Freephone 
0500 30430* or fa* 
01442 888145 Sam- 
8pm Mon-flrt, 9am- 
SJOpm Sot, 10am- 
5pm Sun). DeTwety 
charges from £3.25. 
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DHTOW 

reparshop 

Repairs 7 days a week 
[same day wherever 
pOBWe). 

DMnAL 

COMPfflSU 

All TVs Currys seS 

are compatible with 

future digital 
technology. 

Subject to the 
ptaduseof an 
addtkmal digital 
decoder planned for 
launch during 1998. 


7 DAYS A WEEK 

0891 516516 
Calls cost SOp p» 
minute. 


For most large Hams 
H you phone before 
10am Monday to 
Friday and live 
within 10 miles of 
a Currys store. 
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INSTALLATION 

On an free-standing 
gas and electric 
cookers by CORGI 
registered engineers 
(excludes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stores]. 
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New village menaces Thames wildlife site 


The old firing range of 
Woolwich Arsenal, east 

1-oodon, is the focus of 
shir* msh between 
builders and 
conservationists. Stephen 
Goodwin. Heritage 
Correspondent, looks at 
the arguments as the 
new town of 
Thamesmead prepares 
to march westwards. 


Greenwich Council will next 
week consider an application 10 
build an "urban village" of 
1,500 homes on a wasleground 
described by conservationists as 
“one of the Iasi - and finest — 
of London's wildlife sites beside 
the Thames”. 

It seems likely the develop- 
ment by Thamcsmead lawn 
and a consortium of huikkiswiU 
get the go-ahead. Planners had 
always intended that iHe new 
town begun in the 1960s 
should expand westward 
along the industrially scarred 
riverside. 

The 130-acrc site was once 


a testing ground for the Royal 
Arsenal munitions factory at 
Woolwich. In future il will be 
known as the Galleon's Reach 
Urban Village with an eventu- 
al 24XX) homes, offices, work- 
shops, pubs, a hotel and leisure 
facilities. 

The aim, according lo 
Thamcsmead Town, the trust 
which took over from the 
Greater London Council, is to 
give the development the dyna- 
mism of a city with the famil- 
iarity and "neighbourhood 
scale" of a village. Work places 
will be mixed in with the hous- 
ing and shops and other ameni- 


ties should be no more than 10 
minutes' walk away. 

But since tiring stopped and 
the range was abandoned in 
1967, wildlife has moved in, as- 
sisted by the new town’s efforts 
to clear and cover what was 
heavily contaminated land. In 
1 988 the area was designated as 
of Metropolitan Importance 
for Nature Conservation. 

Fifty plant species rare to 
London have been found there, 
including hare’s fool clover and 
thyme-leaved sandwort. It is also 
home to 1 6 nationally rare and 
notable species of invertebrates 
including Webb's Wainscot 


moth and the silvery leaf-cutter 
bee. The insects in turn provide 
food fora rich bird population. 

“If the development goes 
ahead it will m ean the extinc- 
tion of several species in Green- 
wich,” said the London WOdlife 
Trust, the country's leading ur- 
ban nature conservation body. 
Even the developer's own con- 
sultants evaluated the site as 
one of the top five sites in 
the East Thames corridor for 
invertebrates. 

Mathew Frith, the trust's 
conservation manager, said 
Greenwich should live up to its 
responsibility as the Millenni- 


al borough, refuse the applica- 
tion and "keep the Green in 
Greenwich”. London had lost 
many superb wildlife habitats 
over the last decade, Mr Frith, 
added. "It is time that this de- 
struction was halted and we 
hope Greenwich will set an 
example to other London 
authorities.” 

Thamesmead Town empha- 
sised the close involvement of 
the Government’s Environ- 
mental Agency in plans for the 
urban village which will include 
a wetland corridor. There will 
also be a 70- acre riverside part 
at Trip con Point where mudflats 


are an important wintering 
ground for wading birds. 

The conservationists' case 
does not look strong- The fir- 
ing ranges are a “brownfield" 
site that has long been ear- 
marked for housing aad huge 
sums of public money have 
been spent making it safe. 

The clinching argument 
though it likely to be the press- 
ing demand for new hotnes. 
With the Government predict- 
ing another 4 million wxD be 
needed over the next 20 years 
it would be a suiprise if Green- 
wich comes down on the side of 
the leaf-cutter bee. 


Threat to 
Kingston’s 
poplar trees 
draws the 
eco-veteran 
warriors 


The London borough of Kingston, one of 
London’s most salubrious residential areas, 
has become the latest focus of confronta- 
tion between developers and eco- warriors. 

Plans to fell 56 poplar trees in a public 
park bordering the river Thames are en- 
countering bitter opposition from local res- 
idents. who have set up a well -organised 
and vocal protest group. Friends of Can- 
bury Gardens. 

But a handful of so-called "veterans”, 
of the Newbury Bypass and Twyfoni Dowds 
disputes, have descended on the town and 
erected rope ladders between the trees in 
preparation for their defence of the poplars 
£ when the chainsaws arrive. 

* The row of poplars was planted mi the 
Thirties to shield Can bury Gardens from 
a power station, since decommissioned and 
demolished. 

Fairclough Homes, a developer, is 
building an estate of luxury flats and bous- 
es on the derelict land. . ■ ~ • 

Rut of the agreementsignedijy the Lib- 
eral Democrat-run council with Fairdough 
Homes, was that permission, would be. 
granted to chop down the trees, se that the 
estate would have river views. 

This has just come to the notice of res- 
idents living near the park, who have pm 
together a petition containing 4.500 sig- 
natures. 

Dennis Doe, a Conservative counciUor, 
said that insufficient attention was paid to 
the trees during formulation of an area de- 
velopment plan. 
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On fine: A protester hanging from ropes strung between the branches of condemned poplar trees in Kingston, south-west London 


Photograph : Keith Dobney 


: . “The poplars got relegated,’’ he said. “It 
is being said that they’re dead anyway, which 
they are not.” 

The arrival of the ecological protesters 
has not been greeted with unmitigated en- 
thusiasm by Kington's affluent residents, 
some ofwhom regard them as an eyesore. 
One, wboidentified himself only as Ian, said 
the council was “trying to privatise public 
space”. 

Jack Taylor, a council spokesman, said 


that the borough was loo king into the le- 
gal situation regarding the protesters, but 
that it would be up to the developers to evict 
them if they took to the trees. “We don’t 
want anyone to get injured,” he said. 

Mr Tfcylor said the developers had 
pledged to spend £25.000 on replanting 
trees and landscaping the gardens. The is- 
sue is to be discussed again at a full coun- 
cil meeting on 17 December. 

— Kathy Marks 
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Leaving money to 
someone with a 
learning disability 


How can you leave money in your Will to someone 
with a learning disability (what used to be known as 
mental handicap) who may not be able to manage 
money or property on their own? And how do you do 
. so without reducing their entitlement to State help? The 
answers, are in an informative FREE booklet from 
Mencap (The Royal Society for Mentally Handicapped 
Children and Adults). For your copy post the coupon 
today, or phone FREE, quoting ref: 151 

0500 243444 

A regiMEsal d»rny No. 222377 

r Please send me a FREE copy of the Mencap booklet "J 
I ‘Leaving Money By Will To People I 

I With Learning Disabilities'. I 

! (Mr/Mre/Miss/Ms.) ‘ ' f 


» Address ___ ; 

1 ; Postcode 

I I am: (please rkk one) A private individual Q 

I A professional carer O Other professorial O 

I SEND TO: Marion Young, Mencap, FREEPOST, 

1 123 Golden Lane, London EC1B 1AA. . - 

1 - 
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Interest free instalments on 
home and motor insurance 

FREE CD WHEN YOU CALL FOR A QUOTE 

0800 333 800 

Lines open Ham-lOpm Mon-Fri, 9am-5pnti Sat 


Cagle star 


cars up 
to task 


Tony Blair’s announcement 
yesterday of a task force to 
encourage motorists to use 
greener, more fiiel-efGcient 
cam could be read as an ac- 
knowledgement that most 
people will not be per- 
suaded to switch to public 
transport. 

As the Prime Minister 
was advocating a new atti- 
tude so drivers “think green 
first”, the independent 
Transport Research Group 
issued figures showing that 
while motorists readily ad- 
mitted there were healthi- 
er ways of travelling, the car 
won for sheer convenience. 

Two-thirds of respon- 
dents said they used cats be- 
cause public transport was 
inadequate and of poor 
quality. “Stories about road 
rage and the environmental 
damag e caused by cars may 
have increased the stress 
levels of drivers, but they 
have had no impact an their 
driving habits,” said Austin 
W illiams , the TRG co- 
ordinator. 

The new task force will 
be headed by Gavin Strang, 
the transport minister, and 
co-chaired by Ian McAllis- 
ter. chief executive of Ford 
in the UR and president of 
the Society of Motor Man- 
ufacturers and Traders. Its 
aim will be promote fuel ef- 
ficient. less polluting vehi- 
cles people actually want to 
buy and drive. Mr Blair 
said: “Tb be modem is to be 
green. I want people to be 
able lo make choices and 
choosing an environmen- 
tally friendly car should be 
a cost-effective alternative ” 

Friends of the Earth said 
task force would have to 
overcome resistance from 
the motor industry and even 
then the initiative was only 
a partial solution. 

— Stephen Goodwin 
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Inquest call 
for smoke 
alarm law 




iiui . fter h e recorded aco- 

S^erdict® on four children aged 
dental «wm a blazing house. 

h ~ d T 

can ^ jlP^iJfiniiesc ‘‘When you think hun- 

SS , i°SrfSSK«*» «-l- 

he told a Fire Service news con- 
_ ^ ,Ut he would welcome a situation 
EES£3» did noting smote 
were prosecuted in the same way 
SSSwrivS* who killed innocent peo- 

PlC He time has come when the 

failure to fit a smoke alarm should be con- 
sidered as gross negligence. 
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Wings: Squadron Leader Paul Day takes a restored Spitfire on its first flight since 1945 at RAF St Ariwn, Witas Phowgraph: H uw Evans 
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as an unsavoury footnote on 

; 

tering of the Car-right over the 
nast 20 years, the party has 
dandled to a handful of sup- 

d pTl Yet to the horror of ; 

anti-nazi protesters, 
have given the go-ahead for die 
NF to hold a march today _be 
tween the Hoverport and East 
Docks at Dover, key points of 

entry into the United Kingdom- 

The march is intended to 
end dose to a hostel ttot hasbe- 
come home to some erf the UWU 
or so Romany refugees from 
eastern Europe who arrived in 
Britain last month to a chorus 
of complaints about benefit 
scrounging. The asylum seekers 
have been dubbed “the Giro 
Czechs’' by the British press, 
and the opportunity has been 
seized by the far-right who have 
descended on Dover circulating 
leaflets saying: “Dover In Cri- 
sis. Invasion Alert". 

The first attempt at a pub- 
lic march by the NF in more 
than four years has triggered 


pledSe tSl around the asylum -w 
tecUV f nT^ch loads of p*>- * 

h0Ste ^iU arrive this morning 

"SSsEttS" : 
K-Srts £?s- 

creating th -^i-itishor- 

which bigotry has^t^^ 

rendous dmt a 

tne °mitted to anti-racism and 

stralion and roa«" ^ 

. Dover where pMP J^ teing 
, fleeing perseajBon are oemg 

‘ hel Th"e S ®nS«:B,“no^g 
- 

: “«p ed c» 

; 

Protest, blamed the march on 

Z Michael O’Brien, the immi^a- 

' tion minister, who recently an- 

3 f nounced a reduction m the time 

n . allowed for asylum appMb- 

to Kent poUce said 
e . Home Secretary had the pow- 
00 er to ban the march. A force 
, m spokesman said that the NF 
in marchers will be limited to 50 

us and have been warned not to 

. fit carry placards which might be 

eis -racist inflammatoty abusive 

iro orinsulting".Asimilarre^c- 

•ss. tion on numbers has been put 
>en on the counter demonstration, 
ave The Home Office said that 

Ling Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, 
-’ri- could only stop the march if a 
senior police officer applied to 
iub- the District Council for a ban 
tore on public processions under 
.red-, the Public Order Act 
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Road safety chief’s 
I repeat tragedy 

ff ™d. Klaus mS a Vauxhall motor engmeer w^ 

yesreiday found guilty of causing death by dan^roiBto^ 

y Mcnk.whocouldfareajaflsentetBe,wasovertaki^when 

he coUidad with a car driven by motonog 

Longworth on Ihe B655 near Henon. Hertfonbhite Mr H« 

ton suffered massive internal mjunes and died aw^hlaler. 

il The victim's partner, through a cruel stroke of irony, 

Mary Williams, director of the road safety organisation Brake 
It was the second time she has been bereaved by road crash 

es. After yesterday’s hearing, she said: “Brake will be activety 

talking to General Motors (which owns Vauxhall) and ask- 

I I ins the company to gel involved in our work relating to best 

Suing practices. The jury have come to the nght verdict. 

II h is no good saying it was just one mistake, when such mis^ 

1 1 takes devastate lives." 

i 1 Mcnk, 48, was one of a team of German engineers trom 
Opel (another GM subsidiary ) brought over by GM to car- 
1 ry out comparative tests between Vauxhall production cars 
| and their competitors. The tests involved the engineers re- 
1 1 peatedly driving round a iU mile circuit of B Roads on the 
I Bedfordshirc/Hertfordshire border. The trials were carried 
|| out in darkness to keep any new models out of the public eye. 

| | The accident happened when Menk, from Frankfurt, pulled 

I | out to overtake a Skoda and crashed head-on into Mr Long- 

I I worth’s Viuxhall Nova. He admitted his driving had been care- 

I [1 less but denied it was dangerous. He said he had been unaware 

|| of a blind spot when he pulled out to overtake. 

|]| He was remanded on bail for a pre-sentence report to be 
| prepared but warned Lhal he could be given a prison sentence. 
|l| — Amanda KeSy 
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Strike threat 
at Ford plant 

Engineering workers at the 
main research centre of car gi- 
ant Ford are threatening to 
strike next week in a dispute 
over the staffing of new engine 
testing machinery, it was 
announced yesterday. 

Around 250 engineers at 
the centre in Dunton, near 
Basildon in Essex were ending 
their shift early yesterday, com- 
plaining that Fbrd was allowing 
salaried staff to operate the new 
machinery rather than hourly- 
paid skilled workers. 

The action will be stepped up 
to a one-day strike next 
Wednesday unless there is an 
agreement, the Amalgamated 
Engineering and Electrical 
Union warned. 


Mercy for child 
porn smuggler 

A self-confessed paedophile 
convicted of smuggling child 
pom from Amsterdam escaped 
being jailed in Belfast yesterday. 

Lord Justice McCollum told 
Ian MagjlL 49, that being in jail 
with other sex abusers mi gh t 
turn him into “a greater danger” 
to society. Magjll, of Wellington 
Park, Belfast, was fined £3,500 
and given a two-year suspend- 
ed sentence. 

He was also put on the Roy- 
al Ulster Constabulary’s sex 
offenders register. 

> Heathrow customs officers 
t Caught Magill smuggling two 
i child pom tapes- including one . 

1 he made himself — and three ^ 
J magazines from Amsterdam in £ 
August 1995. 
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An Audi is Sweden's safest car. So says the Folksam Safety Survey, published every 
years by one of Sweden's leading insurance firms. In outscoring both Volvo and Saab, 
Audi was found to be 55 percent safer than the average car. Almost unbelievable. 

Audi noon 

Vorsprung durchTechnik 
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Blair aide emerges as key 



Formula One 


The spotlight fell 

yesterday on jon^han 
P^ell, Tony Blair's nght 

hand man, as a key 

figure In the centre of 

the controversy 
surrounding Bernie 
Ecclestone’s million- 

pound g«t. The moneyi a 

due to be returned, but 

Labour feces a rebuff 

from the unions if it 

expects them to make 

up the shortfall. Kim 

Sengupta, Fran Abrams cmd 

BameOement track the 
shifting scene. 


At the crucial meeting on 16 

October, in which UboursU- 

S^tobaccosp oow-JJJ- 
dedded and the seeds of fehue 

strife sowed, the Prune Mm.^ 

ler was accompanied by his 

chief of svaB. Jonathan POweU- 

Roth of them were aware that 
ISLla One chief Bern ,e 
Ecdestone had donated £lm to 

the Labour Party. 

The Prime Minister and Mr 
Powell listened to the argunwnts 
fo r exempting. Fonnula One 

ra cingfeom tobacco sponsors^ 

from Mr Ecclestone, and two 


lobbyists for the sport. Max 
Mosley and David Ward- A 
civil servant was also present, 
but no minutes were kept of the 
meeting. 

Informed sources have re- 
vealed that Mr Powell wasa key 
figure io persuading the Prime 
Minister that the tobacco ban 
should not extend to Formula 
One. Tessa JowelL die minister 
for public health, and Frank 
Dobson, Secretary of State for 
Health, were both opposed. 

Mr Powell who it is believed 
had been due to become Mr 
Blair’s Principal Private Secre- 
tary, is said to be friendly with 
Mr Ward, who at one time 
worked as a researcher for 
John Smith, and arranged die 
16 October meeting. 

Officials confirmed last night 
that Labour officials spoke to 
Mr Bcdestone’s aides about the 
possibility of a second large do- 
nation after the general election. 
But it was still not dear whether 
the Prime Minister and his se- 
nior official knew about that 
when their meeting took place. 
A spokesman said there was “a 
distinction” to be made be- 
tween the two operations. 

The spokesman said the 
meeting on 16 October was to 
allow Mr Ecclestone to put ins 
case for exempting Formula 
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One from a ban on tobacco ad- 
vertising. 

"It was an occasion where 
the Prime Minister was listen- 
ing to the point of view of his 
viators. The arguments were 
reasonably, well known - they 


had already been put to tbe De- 
partment of Health," be said. 

"Jonathan Powell is the 
Prime Minister’s chief of staff, 
ltseems to be reasonable there- 
fore that he should be in such 
a meeting." 


Both Mr Blair and Mr 
Powell met Mr Ecdestone 
before the election. In addition, 
Mr Blair took tris children to 
Silveretone last year, where 
they were driven around the 
race track by Damon Hill. 


Mr Ecclestone had said he 
does not want the money back. 
But Labour sources said last 
right that the party was deter- 
mined to return the £1®- 


draft of £ 4.5m fromtheC^P 

Bank. The unions said l^t ^ 
SS' would not be willm& t0 

ter was again forced to^^n 

his party’s position. Speaking 
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JVC SX2 

3-D PHONIC DOLBY PRO- 

LOGIC SURROUND SOUND tv 

3-D PHONIC BRINGS THE WORLD OF 
CINEMA STYLE SURROUND SOUND 
TO YOUR HOME WITH NO TRAILING 
WIRES OR EXTRA SPEAKERS. 
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the Conservatives would out- 

spend Labour at general elec- 

00 New Labour has been de- 
termined to rectify this hand- 
icap, and the fund raising 
mechanism had beea drasti- 
cally overhauled in recent 


51cm visible screen size. 
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yea £fy the 1992 election the 
rap bad narrowed to £11 -2m 
bv the- Conservatives com- 
pared to £10.6m by Labour. 

In 1996 the net income 
of the party was £17.1m. and 

the expenditure £17.7m.Out 
of that £ 7.7m came from the 
unions and £6.3m from fund 
raising, £1.7m from mem- 
bership subscriptions, and an- 
other £1.4m from ancillary 
avenues such as publications. 
Contributions of more than 
£5,000, including the £lm 
given by Fonnula One boss 
Bernie Ecclestone, came from 
55 donors. 

In the mn up to the elec- 
tion the director of finance, 
Paul Blagbrough, was offi- 
cially in charge of fund rais- 
ing. Others involved were 


head of finance David Hugh- 
es, and director of corporate 

relations, Nicky Lewa. 

AU of them reported to the 

general secretary Tom 

Sawyer. Jonathan PowelL Mr 

Blair's chief of staff, is also be- 
lieved to have played a part 

in raising funds from corpo- 
rate sources. 

At the moment the par- 
ty has an overdraft of £4.5m 
with the Coop bank, until the 
Ecclestone debacle it had 
hoped to repay a large portion 

of it by next year. 

Apart from the tradi- 
tional sources the party ben- 
efited from a Wind trust set up 

for Tbny Blair. By its veiy na- 
ture the identities of contrib- 
utors to the Trust are not 
published. 

Mr Blaifs staff justified tne 

secrecy surrounding the 
donors by clai m i n g this means 
the parly leader cannot be in- 
fluenced by companies which 
give money. 

Labour spin doctors sug- 
gested at first that Mr Eccle- 
stone's contribution had been 
to the blind trusL 

—Kim Sengupta 
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Music copyright is <* 
another Catch 22 
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2TIKH-BY PRO-LOGIC 
SURROUND SOW® TV 

• 5lcm viable screen size. 

• Digital sound processor 

• Base cabinet with centre speaker. 

• 6 digital effect modes. g^aM 
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Even popular, welL 
considered policies are 
coming under scrutiny as 
Labour fights to dean up 
after the Formula One 
sleaze allegations. Steve 
Bogan examines one 
announcement that 
typifies the problems now 
faced by the Government: 
just because party donors 
will benefit, does it mean 
new policies are wrong? 
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There was loud applause io the 
music industry yesterday with the 
news that Labour was planning 
a far-rcaching review of copy- 
right law to combat record pira- 
cy. Bootleg recording sales cost 
record companies more than 
£19m a year, while the threat 
from pirates in Asia and China 
and from potential Internet 
raiders could lake the total far 
higher in the new millennium. 

But while the champagne 
corks were popping, it was hard 
to turn a blind eye to the influ- 
ence exercised over Labour 
policy by two music industry in- 
siders, Alan McGee, owner of , 
Creation Records, and Lord 
Levy, former owner of Magnet 
Records and M&G Records. 

One, Mr McGee, donated 
£50.000 to Labour Party coffers 
shortly before the election and 
was appointed to the Govern- 
ment's Creative Industries Fo- 
rum after the Labour victory. 
The other, Michael Levy, is on 
the party’s four-strong fund-rais- 


ing committee and was elevat- 
ed to the House of Lords when 
Tbny Blair 'moved into No 10. 

In the current climate, it is 
easy to see how some eyebrows 
might be raised. Oasis, Cre- 
ation's biggest stars, must be 
among the most pirated bands 

in toe world; the new moves must 

surely benefit Mr McGee. Lord 
Levy sold M&G last month but 
has been in the music industry for 
more than 20 years. He boosted 
Labour funds, aggressively pro- 
moting Tony Blair's blind trust 
Bui what if they did influence 
the party on copyright law? 
Could anyone criticise safe- 
guarding artists' intellectual 
property rights and protecting toe 
£3.4bn in exports they generate? 

The music industry was 
amazed that anyone could see . 
the move, announced by Chris 
Smith, Secretary of State for 
Culture, Media and Sport, as 
anything bnt positive. Steve 
Redmond, editor-in-ebief of 
Music Week magazine, said: 
“Successive governments have 
failed to connect with intellec- 
tual property industries ...Chris. 
Smith and Labour seem to be 
making up for that.” 
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Portillo takes 
first steps 
on the big 
comeback 


■■■■■ 'l 


To the voters of Enfield 
Southgate - and a large 
part of the country - he 
may be yesterday’s man. 
But to the Conservative 
Party he is media- 
friendly “good fun”. 

Fran Abrams looks at 
Michael Portillo's plans 
for a come-back. 


There will he lea and scones 
with the blue rinse ladies, there 
will be speeches and. no doubt, 
there will be a certain amount 
of adulation. 

In addition, of course, there 
will be the chance for the for- 
mer Secretary of State for De- 
fence to raise his head above the 
puntpeL after months in the po- 
litical wilderness. This week he 
will embark on a whirlwind 
tour of the country, taking in 
venues in Scotland and York- 
shire as well as in the rest of 
England. 

*‘He’s going to attract mem- 
bers, he's the sort of guy the 
media will talk to and he rais- 
es money. He’s good fun," said 
a party spokesman 

Mr Portillo lost to Labour's 
Stephen Twigg in the general 
election on 1 May with a mas- 
sive 17.4 per cent swing against 
him. However, Conservative 
Central Office still regards him 
as one of the party's most pop- 
ular figures. 

The official line is that the 
tour is a thing to be greatly wel- 
comed - indeed, it has been or- 
ganised through the speakers’ 
department at the party’s Smith 
Square headquarters. 

But in some quite corners, 
there must surely be an inkling 
of doubt. 

Michael Heseltine famous- 
ly built up a following after re- 
signing from Margaret 
Thatcher's government by tour- 
ing the country eating bad 
creme caramel and working 
the party faithful into a frenzy 
with his post-prandial bon mots. 

So. is Mr PonilJo’s plan to 
bring the Conservatives back in 
from the cold, or simply him- 
self? After all, if he were in Par- 
liament now he might well be 


leading his party, and he has 
made do secret of the fact that 
he intends to return to West- 
minster after a decent interval. 

A party spokesman admitted 
that some would be bound to 
believe the latter. 

“1 think some people will 
play it as that. That's just a fact 
of life. But fundamentally he is 
doing it because he is a popu- 
lar man within the Conservative 
Party. 

“There's a demand for him 
within the constituencies." 

Mr Portillo approached the 
party to offer his services after 
six months in which he had 
made only a very few public ap- 
pearances. 

He had barely been seen at 
all until his reincarnation at the 
party conference in Blackpool, 
where he made a speech in 
which he astonished his audi- 
ence by apologising for the last 
government's mistakes and ask- 
ing them to embrace single 
mothers and gays. 

Then, last week, he made an- 
other appearance in Winches- 
ter, where he went canvassing 
with his former ministerial col- 
league Gerry Malone. 

Mr Malone is fighting a by- 
election after losing his seat by 
two votes to the Liberal De- 
mocrats and then successfully 
challenging the returning offi- 
cer's verdict in court. 

While there, Mr Portillo 
took the opportunity to show his 
new-found humility once more. 
Asked when he planned to re- 
turn to Parliament, he replied: 
“If you have been defeated 
and pop up the next day asking 
to be re-elected, people will say 
you couldn't abide by the ver- 
dict of the electorate." 

Speaking of his tour, he de- 
nied embarking on a pre-emp- 
tive leadership strike. 

“That did not even occur to 
me/ 1 he said. 

There was some mystery 
surrounding the tour last night, 
though. Although Central Of- 
fice was happy to confirm it, Mr 
Portillo's office refused to give 
details despite repeated calls 
from The Independent. 

Inquiries from other Con- 
servative sources who phoned 
friends of Mr Portillo have met 
with a similar response. 


* THE INDEPENDENT 

Taste Californian 
Wine. . .tomorrow 

Tomorrow sees the XHIth Fme Wine Festival hosted 
by Arthur Rackbara, independent fine wine merchant 
and sponsored by the Wine Institute of Cahfbnna. 

Held at the Oatlands Park Hotel in Weybridge, Sumy, 
the festival affords anyone keen to learn more about 
more than 200 wines and champagnes the chance to 
. taste their way through an outstanding range °T 
products from around the world - mdudmg more than 
20 wines frem specialist Californian producers. 

In order to ensure quality tasting time for all visitors, 
the festival is split into two sessions, 
torn 12 noon to 3pm and from 5pm to 9pm. 

Tickets for the event are normally £10 but Arthur 
* Rackham and the Wine Institute “? 

- O&S tickets for each session fine of charge to 

the first Independent readers to nng 

01483 722962 after 10am today. 
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tue snow Sunday evening. Ail 

winning wineries ou ^ j 

Happy tasting... 

CALIFORNIA 
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Mandelson ignites 
union anger 


Amid mounting union anger 
over a leaked Cabinet mem- 
orandum, Peter Mandelson 
yesterday denied he was try- 
ing to undermine the Gov- 
ernment’s national minimum 
wage policy. 

The minis ter without port- 
folio insisted that in contrast 
to impressions gained by 
Margaret Beckett, President 
of the Board of Trade, he was 

not seeking “wide exemp- 
tions" from the national min- 
imum wage. As part of a 
damage limitation exercise 
he declared that he was 
simply arguing for flexibility. 

However, unions yesterday 
expressed deep concern about 
his intervention on the issue. 
Hector MacKenzie, associate 
general secretary of public ser- 
vice union Unison, called for 


an “end to interference" from i 

ministers who were arguing 1 
for exemptions from the pro- 
posed statutory minimum 
wage. He said the Low Pay 
Commission should be al- 
lowed to get on with its work ' 

without interference. 

Mr MacKenzie pointed 
out that there was increasing 
support among the business 
community for the proposed 
law. “People are not asking for 
a fortune, just a decent living 
wage for all workers. 

John Edmonds, general 
secretary of the GMB gener- 
al union, said that the kind of 
exceptions which Mr Man- 
delson seemed to be support- 
ing would result in an “unfair 
and unenforceable mess". 

— Barrie Oement 
Labour Editor 


Party animal: Michael Portillo will find adulation among the Tory faithful on his national tour Photograph: Brian Harris 
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You'd better gel your s Kales cn 
because, despite the Sates! interest 
rate rise, at Alliance & Leicester our 
rates have cenie down. 

We are currently g fieri n 5 a niar.KSt 
leading package or fixed rates, and 
they’!! seil.iike hot cakes. 

• 2 year fixed 4.25% - 4,4% APR . 

• 3 year fixed 5.95% - 6.2% APR . 


Plus, refunded valuation fee 
on all applications received before 
t3th December 1997. 


ALLIANCE 
LEICESTER 

n t l p -.//www .aihance-leicester. co.uk 


To find out more, whizz down to 
your local Alliance & Leicester branch 
(the shop on the High Street with 
the large crowd outside) or call 
0800 412 214 for more information. 

But don't delay Remember: The early 
bird catches the worm (yum, yum). 
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Last superpower 
defied by friends 
and enemies alike 


The US is once more flexing its 
muscles in the Gul £ sending 
another aircraft carrier and 
hinting at military action. But this 
week has seen the weaknesses of 
US diplomacy cruelly exposed. As 
Mary Dgevsky explains, the workfis 
only superpower is having 
increasing trouble getting others 
to acknowledge its leadership. 


However Mr Clinton decides to proceed 
with Iraq —and the question boils down to 
whether, and then when, to use military 
force - he cannot escape one conclusion. 
In expelling American weapons inspectors 
from the country, Iraq has successfully de- 
fied the United States, and if Washington 
uses force, it will split, perhaps irrevoca- 
bly, the international alliance that has held 
more or less firm since the end of the Gulf 
War six years ago. 

Throughout the week, Washington has 
tried to persuade itself, and the rest of the 
world, that Baghdad is at cxkis with the “in- 
ternational community” as represented by 
the United Nations. TechrdcaOy, diis is true: 
Iraq is in breach of a succession of UN Se- 
curity Council resolutions. In expelling 
American nationals working for the UN, 
it has overridden a cardinal UN rule - that 
no country may pick and choose members 
of UN teams. “It is,” said a Pentagon 
spokesman, “as though an ex-convict were 
trying to pick his own parole officer.” 

So far, however, Washington has been 
unable to convince any but its most loyal 
(and dependent) allies that the authority 
of the UN is worth fighting for. Of course, 
the United States has the military might to 
act by itself if it chooses. But the point is 
that it has tried to forge a broad anti-Iraq 
alliance in the diptomaticarena-and failed. 

Initially, ft had difficulty even in getting 
the latest, largely token, sanction approved 
by the Security Council: the travel ban on 
Iraqi officials deemed to have obstructed 
UN weapons inspections. France, Russia, 
China and Egypt all wavered. For differ- 


ent reasons, these countries do not regard 


- or even the international - interest. 

This diplomatic Mime would be bad 
enough for the US, but it is not an isolat- 
ed case. Relations with Israel are as ted as 

they have been for years. The peace 
process is moribund- In protest, many Arab 
states are boycotting a US-sponsored eco- 
nomic conference in Qatar next week, but 
they will go to Tfehran nod: mouth for a con- 
ference of Islamic states. The US has no 
dialogue with Iran, but foiled to convince 
others they should complete its isolation. 

The one global superpower is 'finding 
that it cannot persuade other people to do 
what it wants by diplomacy alone, and its 
difficulties do not stop at the Middle East 

Even the Europeans and Canadians are 

chafing- They have challenged US laws that 
would penalise foreign businesses for trad- 
ing with Iraq, Iran aod Cuba -regimes that 
the US wants isolated. The American 
herooftheBosmasettiemem,RkiiardHol- 
brooke, returned from Cyprus this week 
with nothing to show for his diplomatic 
efforts there, and little hope either. 

The only bright spot was the agreement 
of North Korea to send a delegation to 
Switzerland for four-party talks on the fu- 
ture of the Korean peninsula early next year. 
Switzerland, however, was not the venue 
the US had planned for the talks The pre- 
liminary (failed) talks took place at the UN. 
Clearly, North Korea wanted, and got, a 
venue that they regarded as more neutral. 

There is a sense in which Washington's 
diplomatic problems abroad begn at home, 
with the complexion of Congress and the 
mood of voters. This week, Mr Clinton suf- 
fered two signal political failures, both of 
which dip Washington’s diplomatic wings. 
Forsaken by a majority of Congressmen 
from his own Democratic Party, be had to 
abandon his attempt to enhance his au- 
thority to negotiate international trade 
agreements - a defeat that called into ques- 
tion US commitment to free trade. On 
Thursday, Congress rejected a carefully 
wrought deal under which the US would 
repay its $lbn debt to the United Nations. 

These defeats seat the message that, 



A Pro-Iraqi demonstrator shouts outside Regent** Park Mosque m central London yesterday 


Photograph: Paul Hackfitt : Reuters 


whatever Mr Clin ton might say, the US is 
not interested in “abroad”, except on its 
own; strictly limited terms. 

This is not primarily a failure of foreign 
policy. Certainly, the absence of a grand 
scheme and dear priorities is a handicap, 
bat it may be the inevitable consequence 
of the collapse of the Soviet threat. Cer- 
tainly, perceived contradictions between the 
US policy of “constructive engagement" 
(talking and trade) applied to China, and 
its demonising erf Iraq, Iran and Gtba, leave 
scepticism and confusion in their wake. 

But the main foiSure is one of diplomacy: 
Washington is felling to convince others that 
they and the US have interests and values 
in common. It seems to be losing the art 
of winning friends and influencing people, 
even the art of keeping the friends it ba& 

At the summit of industrialised nations 


in Denver earlier this year, US officials 
alienated even ardent AmeriphUes by 
flaunting US economic success, prompting 
others to retort with the figures that Amer- 
ica was not counting -for poverty, crime, 
infant mortality and exclusion from health- 
care. On his Latin America tour last 
month, Mr Clinton met protests against 
whm was seen as US economic bullying. In 
Europe, people are talking again about the 
return of the “big, ugly American 1 '. 

Last month, the speaker of the US 
House of Representatives, Newt Gingrich, 
was moved to warn an academic audience 
that the US had to show more “sensitivi- 
ty” in its diplomacy, or risk isolation. 
America’s handling of the latest fracas with 
Iraq, inside and outside the United Nations, 
could prove to be a textbook case - and it 
is not over yeL 


The evidence compiled 
by the UN inspectors 


FLASHPOIN TS FO R WASHI N GTON 

IRAQ 

The US was unable to persuade more than a bare majority 
of the UN Security Council to impose more sanctions 
after Iraq increased its obstruction of UN weapons in- 
spections. Opinions differ on the gravity of Iraq’s non- 
co-operation with the UN: the US and Britain want Iraq 
to keep co the letter of UN resolutions, allowing all sus- 
pect fedGties to be subfect to spot inspections, keeping no- 
fly zones completely dear. A more relaxed view, taken by 
many Arab stares, is that the Iraqi people are being made 
to suffer for the misdeeds of their leaders, that Iraq no long 
threatens any country, and it hs time be more flexible. 


IRAN 

French and Russian companies have concluded agreements 
with Iran to develop offehore oil and gas, despite US threats 
urxier the Hekns- Burton fegoboan TO penafise foreign com- 
panies that deal with Iran, Iraq and Cuba. Washington muse 
calculate whether the principle of isolating these regimes 
means more than the pursuit of good relations with Europe 
and Russia. Europe has reinstated its polity of “construc- 
tive engagement” with Iran, sentfing its ambassadors back 
after a six-month break. The US could find itself excluded 
from diplomatic and economic benefits if the Iranian gov- 
ernment starts pursuing more outvvard-fookmg policies. 


MIDDLE EAST 

The peace process is moribund, and the US finds itself torn 
between continuing support for its aHy, Israel, and its de- 
sire to advance the cause of peace. It has alienated both 
the Arab countries, whkh feel Washington has not deliv- 
ered on undertakings to act as honest broker (and to re- 
ward them for support during the Gulf War), and Israel, 
which is conspicuously rejecting US advice, lor instance on 
the buikfing of more Jewish settlements in east Jerusalem. 
When the Israefi Prime Minisoer, Benjamin Netanyahu, comes 
to Washington next week, he wiB not have an appointment 
to see President Bill Omton. 


77 tejblkwing is a summary of progress made 
by die UN special commission (UNSCOAf) 
-collated from repeals by UNSCOM and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency ( IAEA) 
- which has been working for die past six years 
to find, and neutralise Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Missiles 

Significant progress has been achieved in the 
missile area. The commission is now in a po- 
sition to be able to account for practically 
all, except two, imported combat missiles that 
were once die core of Iraq's proscribed mis- 
sile force. The commission has also ac- 
counted for all declared operatio nal missile 
launchers, both imported and indigenous- 
ly produced the ultimate objective 

of foil disposal of Iraq's operational missile 
assets, the nca important steps to account 
for proscribed missile warheads. 

Once this is accomplished, the com- 
mission’s ability to report to the Security 
Council with confidence that Iraq does not 
possess a proscribed missile force would 
greatly increase. 

Chemical Weapons 
Important progress has been made in this 
area, of which the recently completed de- 
struction of chemical weapo us-relatcd 


equipment and materials is an example. 
However, the ability of the commission to 
report positively on disarmament of this cat- 
egory of weapons of mass destruction will 
require the provision by Iraq of much more 
and accurate material and related access 
by the commissian relevant to the warheads 
and the highly toxic VX nerve agent 

Biological Weapons 
This is an area unredeeemed by progress 
or any approximation of the known facts 
of Iraq’s programme. The Executive Chair- 
man (eds: Richard Butler) and UNSCOM 
experts have made dear repeatedly to their 
Iraqi counterparts their deep concern 
about this area, both intrinsically and in 
terms of its impact upon the overall esti- 
mation of Iraq’s willingness to abide by the 
derisions of the Security Council. 

Nuclear 

The IAEA’s activities regarding the inves- 
tigation of Iraq's clandestine nuclear pro- 
gramme have readied apoint of diminishing 
returns and the IAEA is focusing most of 
its resources on the implementation and 
technical strengthening of its plan for the 
monitoring and verification of Iraq’s com- 
pliance with its obligations under the rel- 
evant Security Council resolutions. 
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PRODUCT 

RECALL 

KFOREIDS 

‘STRETCH ACROSS REARS’ 

These are a row of four small cloth bears designed to stretch 
across a pram. Each bear is labelled with the -word either 
‘Squeak, Rattle, Crinkle or Jingle Bell'. 

Tesco has identified a problem in the manufacture of the 
above product 

It has been found that a small number of bears may split at the 
seam and the stuffing may become exposed - this could 
constitute a choking hazard. 

As a precaution this product has been withdrawn from sale. 

Customers who have purchased the Kfor Kids ‘Stretch Across 
Bears’ since August 1, 1997 are requested to return them to 
any Tesco where a full refund will be given. 

The manufacturers have now reviewed their procedures and 
undertaken a full investigation. No other Kfbr Kids products 
are affected by this withdrawal. 

Tesco apologises for the inconvenience this may cause and 
assures customers of our care and commitment to the highest 
standards of safety and quality at all times. 

Free customer helpline 0800 505555 
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Choose the loan to 
suit your needs 


(f you need money do help you put your 
plans into action, ghe us a. call. We have some 
of the best rates available, as you can see from 
the table below - which could save you 
hundreds of pounds! 

>bu can borrow £2,000 to £10,000 and 


repay over 2, 3 or 5 years - whatever suits 
you best. So if there is something you really 
need, call us EBEE on 0800 2 16 252 and 
quote 64-402. lines arc open Monday to 

Friday 8am re 9pm and Saturday and SwHfay 

9am to 8pm. 
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Can America 
match its 
mouth with 
its muscle? 


m- 


■ % 


The US public has an 
exaggerated expectation 
of what can be achieved 
against Saddam Hussein, 
and it expects any action 
to be taken without 
significant American 
casualties. But American 
air power was nothing 
like as accurate or 
effective in the Gulf War 
as was claimed by the 
Pentagon. Patrick Cockbum 
explains why the White 
House is so reluctant to 
launch air strikes on 
Iraq,' which will not 
necessarily hurt the Iraqi 
leader or his regime. 
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In the Gulf Vfer in 1991, high- 
prccision weapons - smart 
bombs and cruise missiles 
hilling their targets with 
unerring accuracy - appeared to 
rule the battlefield. Television 
viewers around the world saw 
telecommunication buildings 
in Baghdad erupt in flames on 
the first night of the war as they 
were hit by smart bombs. Gen- 
eral Norman Schwarzkopf, the 
allied commander, proudly 
showed film of an American 
plane hitting an Iraqi mobile 
Scud missile launcher. 

It never happened; or at 
least it was highly exaggerated. 
A post-war study by the CIA of 
90 scud missile launchers, 
claimed destroyed by the US air 
force in Iraq's western desert, 
showed thaL the real figure was 
nil. The pilots had been hitting 
decoys and petrol trucks on the 
road to Jordan. .. 

Iraq lost some 1500 tanks in 
the war. but a study by US spe- 
cialists of a sample of these 
showed that just 10 per cent had 
been destroyed from the air. 
The rest were mostly aban- 
doned by their crews. 

This means that “punishing 
Saddam", the glib recommen- 
dation of US Congressional 
leaders is far more difficult 
than it looks. “In the war we had 
real difficulty in hitting priori- 
ty- targets like Saddam himself, 
tanks, artillery, the Republican 
guard divisions and the troops 
withdrawing from Kuwait to 
Basra," says one US expert. 

This view is supported ty a 
highly critical report by the 
General Accounting Office 
(GAO) a monitoring arm of the 
US Congress. Enritled “Oper- 
ation Desert Storm; evaluation 
of the Air Campaign”, it was 
published this summer in the 
teeth of objections from the 
Pentagon. 

It systematically deflates the 
claims! made by manufacturers 
and the US Departmentof De- 
fence alike, for the effectiveness 
of most weapon systems. 

An advertisement for Gen- 
eral Dynamics advertising its 
FI6 fighter-bomber reads; “No 
matter what the mission, air-to- 
air, air-to-ground. No matter 
what the weather, day or night, 
the F16 is the premier dog 
fighter.” 

In feet, the GAO notes 
sourly, the ability of the F 16 ’s 



l.i' 


air-to-ground Maverick missile 
costing $100,000 (£61,000) each, 
to hit anything was impaired or 
sometimes made impossible by 
clouds, haze, humidity, smoke 
and dust It is even more dis- 
missive of the much-vaunted 
Stealth bomber. 

The picture that emerges of 
the air war is that the US and 
its allies were able to hit mul- 
ti-storey buildings and other 
large, immobile targets with 
accuracy. Thus US planes hit 
telecommunications towers, the 
oil refinery and power station 
at Doura on the capital's south- 
ern outskirts as well as bridges 
spanning the Tigris. But it could 
not destroy smaller, more mo- 
bile targets such as tanks and ar- 
tiHery pieces. 

If the air war is restarted by 
President Clinton the same pat- 
tern is likely to be repeated. The 
civilian infrastructure is easy to 
hit, but not the military and se- 
curity apparatus which have 
secret and frequently changed 
headquarters. There could be 
less tolerance of Iraqi civilian ca- 
sualties in the West than there 
was in 1991. 

There is a further problem 
for the US. The Gulf Wbr got 
Americans used to the idea 
that an air campaign could be 
waged with almost no casualties. 
This did not happen purely be- 
cause of liigh precision 
weapons. The GAO report 
notes that “after two F-16 loss- 
es on day three [of the war] in 
the Baghdad area” the aircraft 
were no longer used in large 
numbers in the metropolitan 
area of the capital 

This inability, because of 
losing planes and pilots, to op- | 
erate at low altitndes put a se- 
vere cramp on what the-US can 
do against Iraq. For instance, ; 
moving tanks cannot be hit 
without risking US casnalties. 

The misrepresentation of 
what happens in the skies above 
Iraq is motivated by more than 
military braggadocio. At the i 
time of Desert Storm, the US , 
had 229 aircraft capable of de- { 
livering laser guided munitions. 
That figure has now risen to 500 1 
planes. But such guided I 
weapons are vastly more ex- 
pensive than ordinary bombs 
and missiles. The US services j 
have now bought, or are ac- 
quiring, guided munitions worth 
no less than $58bn (£35bn). 

This immense investment is 
in the face of the conclusion of 
the GAO that “the air campaign 
data did not validate the pur- 
ported efficiency or effective- 
ness of guided munitions.” 

At the same time, however, 
Iraq is largely defenceless un- 
less US and allied aircraft attack 
at low altitude. Its people are 
weary after seven years of eco- 
nomic siege. They remember 

the incompetence of their own 

government in 1991. 

It failed to stockpile any 
petrol kerosene or diesel so 
• when the oil refineries were hit, 
all transport ground to a halt be- 
cause of a fuel shortage. 

No wonder Iraqis with cars 
have been queuing this week to 
fill up at petrol stations. But no 

wonder also that Resident Clin- 
ton is so cautious about 
ordering his planes to attack. 



lYlbJG BY STEALT H 


A comparison of statements made by the 
manubetira- dl die F 117 “SteaHT fighwr-bomber 
with GAO findings. 


CLAIM: Achieved "80 per caw Area hits". 
REALITY: The hit «« was between 50 and 80 
per cent The pretaMfcy of ndease was only 
75 per cenLltw probability of ah* during a sdied- 

lied F- 117 msston was txnwen 41 and 60 per cent 


CLAIM: The “only aircraft co attack heavily 
defended downtown Baghdad” 

REALITY: Other types of aircraft frequently at- 
tacked targets (n the equafly bawdy defended 
mezropofta n area. 


CLAIM: “During die first night. 30 F- If7s struck 
37 high-value tardea, infltaing damage that col- 
hpsed Sadcbnft air defence system and aB but eDm- 
inated Iraq’s abifiiy to wage coordinated war." 
REALITY: On the first night. 21 of the 37 Wgh- 

value targets no which F- 117s were tasked were re- 
ported hh; of these, the F-H7s mteed « per cent 

of their stranegjc air defence targets. Bomb danv 
age assessment on II of the F-II7 air defence tar- 
gets confirmed only wo congJaekffls. Numerous 
aircraft, other than the F-II7, were Involved In sup- 
pressing the Iraqi air defence system, which ekd not 
show a marked fejloff ki aircraft kills until day five. 


CLAIM: On day one of the war. only 36 Stealth 
Fighters (less than 15 per cent erf die coalition's 

tactical assets) where in die Gulf theatre, yet they 

attacked 31 per cent of die 17 January targets. 
REALITY) The L5 per cent daJm is based on a 
comparison of the F- 1171s co aO deployed aircraft, 
including those Incapable of dropping bombs. The 
F-ll7s represented 32 per cent of US aircraft ca- 
pable erf delivering bombs with warheads designed 

to penetrate hardened targets. 


CLAIM: F- 117 renstated the dement of surprise. 
REALITY: Other, nonstealdiy. aircraft also 
achieved surprise. Stealth characteristics did not 
ensure surprise for all F- 117 strikes; modtffcations 
in tactics In the use of support aircraft were 
required. 


Not so stealthy: A report has claimed that much of the expensive weaponry used in the Gulf War was ineffective 


Source: General Accounting Office 
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Medics call 
for all babies 
to have new 
deafness test 


All newborn babies 
should be screened 
immediately to check for 
deafness, a report 
commissioned by the 
Government says. Jeremy 
Lourance, Health Editor, 
explains why urgent 
action is needed to 
prevent delays in 
diagnosis for hundreds 
of children affected. 


A discovery 20 years ago has 
made it possible to check the 
hearing of newborn babies with 
a simple test. The finding that 
healthy cars produce sound led 
to the development of a probe 
which, when inserted itito the 
baby's car, sends out clicks and 
then listens for the tiny echoes 
that a healthy ear should send 
back. 

A study by the Medical Re- 
search Council's Institute of 
Hearing Research in Notting- 
ham and the Department of Au- 
diology at the University of 
Manchester has found that only 
a quarter of the 840 children 
born each year with permanent 
hearing problems are identified 
by the standard hearing check 
carried out by health visitors at 
7 to 8 months of age. This test 
involves one health visitor dis- 
tracting the child while anoth- 
er makes quiet sounds to see 
whether the baby notices. 

The study, commissioned 
by the health department, 
found a further quarter were de- 
lected in other ways by the age 
of 18 months, but about 200 still 
remained unidentified at three 
and a half years. This means 
they do not benefit from hear- 


ing aids at a crucial time in their 
development 

The new test is cheaper and 
more accurate than the dis- 
traction test, as well as identi- 
fying those affected at a 
younger age. The MRC study 
recommends a national screen- 
ing programme with a back-up 
distraction test at seven months 
for those who miss the earlier 
screen. 

In the United States, 200 
hospitals provide universal 
hearing screening, half using the 
British test Only a few centres 
in the UK routinely screen all 
babies for hearing, one being 
Whipps Cross hospital in Essex. 

Professor Adrian Davis, who 
led the study, said that spotting 
affected children early could 
prevent problems with educa- 
tion and long-term education 
and improve quality of life. 

“Our research has led us to 
believe that (the probe test] is 
the most equitable and re- 
sponsive. provides the best val- 
ue for money and potentially 
gives the greatest benefits for 
hearing impaired children and 
their families," he said. 

The study will now be con- 
sidered by the health depart- 
ment's National Screening 
Committee chaired by Sir Ken- 
neth Caiman, the Govern- 
ment's chief medical officer. 
•Test-tube babies bom after in- 
jecting a single sperm into the 
egg, a technique for overcom- 
ing male Infertility which is 
growing rapidly in popularity, 
are twice as likely to have a ma- 
jor birth defect. The Australian 
study of 420 infants, published 
in the British Medical Journal , . 
found that 31 had major defects, 
including deft palate, hernia 
and heart, digestive or repro- 
ductive disorders. 



Something to crow about: The drama Food For Ravens, about the We of Nye Be van (below), has led to a spat between its creators and the BBC 

Political drama left to make a late-night entrance 


Tomorrow BBC2 
screens a film .marking 
the centenary of the 
birth of Labour legend 
Nye Sevan. But you 
wouldn't know it. Rob 
Brown, Media Editor, 
finds its writer-director 
and star angry at the 
lack of publicity. 


The decision not to make 
any effort to drum up an 
audience TOrFodd for Ravens 
- a film which, cost £lm of 
licence money to make — has 
enraged tfae^sctor-Brian Cox, 


who (days Bevan in tlK film. Al- 
most spitting wilh rage on a trip 
back to Britain from Holly- 
wood, he said that the film was 
a victim of both metropolitian 
myopia and the dumbing down 
of television drama in Britain: 
“BBC network bosses didn't 
want to run this wonderful 
piece of work outside Wales. 
Now that they've been embar- 
rassed into showing it, they’re 
trying to bury it.” 

The playwright Trevor Grif- 
fiths believes his film was only 
granted a nationwide screening 
‘ after an article in The Inde- 
pendent Jastroonth. That high-' 
■ lighted the fact that the drama 
was in danger of being shown 


only in Bevan’s homeland of 
Wales because executives 
doubted whether the founder 
of the National Health Service 
still bad national appeal, 

. “Since they’ve been 
bounced into showing this 
thing, pique is now mas- 
querading as policy," said Mr 
Griffiths yesterday. ‘‘They’re 
putting it out in a very late slot 
and not drawing anyone's 
attention to it. 1 regard that as 
despicable, disgraceful and 
deeply unprofessional. It 
doesn't serve the BBC or the 
audiences tbaf pay Tor it." 

, -'A ^Mkcsstnah forthe BBC 
confirmed lbai,tbere would be 
no trailers for this film, but he 


claimed that this was common 
practice. “If a programme is not 
trailed that doesn’t mean the 
BBC isn’t proud of it" 
However, Brian Cox is so 
angered he has penned a 
polemic about what he sees as 
the demise of public service 
broadcasting. It will appear in 
the Independent on Sunday to- 
morrow. *T know there is a risk 
that I will never work in British 
television again for speaking 
out on this,” he said. “But Tin 
so angry that I’m quite pre- 
pared to run that risk.” 

• Food for Ravens is shown on 
BBC1 in Vfoles tonight at 9pm- 
BBC2 will show it elsewhere at , 
11.15pm tomorrow. 



IRA told 
Irish 

unity is 
far off 

assssri s 

out in the **““^*1*?^ 

Jonathan Stepheusoru 

of the SOLE alsow^nedofnew 

^virions inside the Prov^to 

after he claimed his party had 
Sped give Sinn Fein aneasy 

oftiw political darkness 

But with Gerry Adamsand 
Martin McGumness fovohttdm 
the Stormont peace talks to fed- 
some sort of settlement, the 
painful process of engaging 

with reality had starte '^J* e 
said. “Now they have to tefl then- 
foot soldiers that a united, uni- 
tary Ireland is not an immedi- 
ately attainable option, Mr 
Stephenson told the SDLP an- 
nual conference in Belfast. 

“No one denies their right to 
argue for it and argue for it they 
are doing. But when reality 
sinks in, the splits will show. 
That al^s happens and its 
happening already " 

Mr Stephenson added: ^nc 
question for Sinn Fein is: *Wfll 
the majority which emerges be 
prepared to acquiesce to 
arrangements which they do not 
regard as sufficient, but can por- 
tray as dynamic and allowing the 
continued political struggle to- 
wards their objective?'." 

Even though at least two se- 
nior men have withdrawn from 
the IRA leadership because of 
their opposition to the Adams/ 
McGuinness peace strategy, 
the Provisionals have categor- 
ically denied any chaos m the or- 
ganisation. At the same time 
security chiefs on both sides of 
the border, while confirming un- 
ease among the rank-and-file in 
some areas, said the ceasefire 
was under no immediate threat. 

But they also accepted its fu- 
ture could depend on the level 
of progress at the negotiating 
table inside Castle BuMngp. The 
talks enter a crucial phase on 
Monday. 
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Jubilee Tube extension might not link up with existing line 

A vital £2.75bn Thbe extension, already six mg central London with Docklands, is due London, through Docklands tri Stratf 


A vital £L75bn Thbe extension, already six 
months late^. is likely to open in two sepa- 
rate sections because of signalling diffi- 
culties, it was revealed yesterday. And it 
could be several months before passengers 
using the Jubilee Line extension will be able 
to travel the entire route without chang- 
ing trains, London Underground warned. 

The 10-mile, 10-station extension, link- 


ing central London with Docklands, is due 
to open in September 1998. But LU says a 
hi-tech signalling system, due to be installed 
in June, could take time to “bed down". 

If there are difficulties, LU plans to run 
the line in two sections: one on the existing 
line from Stanmore in Middlesex to Char- 
ing Cross in central London, and the oth- 
er on the new section from ^hierioo in south 


London, through Docklands to Stratford in 
east London. Passengers wanting to use the 
entire route will have to change at Charing 
Cross or Waterloo. Eventually, the line will 
bypass Charing Cross, using Westminster to 
link up to the old route at Green Park. 

An LU spokesman admitted “it could 
be some months before through journeys 
are possible.” 


IN BRIEF 

Drugs arrest 
of girl, 14 

A 14-year-old girt has been ar- 
rested cm suspicion of supplying 
heroin, police said yesterday. She 
was among four people ques- 
tioned in Warwickshire follow- 
ing a drugs investigation in the 
Leamington area. Three women 
have been charged with drugs of- 
fences. Police were considering 
whether to bring charges against 
thegirL 

A-level pupil’s 
suicide 

An A- level student leapt 100ft 
to his death only days before his 
results were due, unaware that 
he had the grades be wanted to 
study chemistry at Leicester 
University. Anthony Dwyer, 
18, was filmed by security cam- 
eras as he fell from Broadmarsh 
multi-storey car park in Not- 
tingham in August, an inquest 
was told. Nottinghamshire coro- 
ner recorded a verdict of suicide 
o a Mr Dwyer of West Bridg- 
fond, Nottingham. 

Bomb shell 
dears school 

A primary school pupil sparked 
a bomb scare yesterday when he 
walked into his headteacher’s 
office with pari of a Second 
World War shell. MM Hill Pri- 
mary School in Burslem, Stoke- 
on Trent, Staffordshire, was 
evacuated for nearly three 
hours while bomb disposal ex- 
perts checked out the object. 
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Finale for the world’s most elegant use of a dead cat 


The shamisen, one of 
Japan’s traditional 
Instruments, is under 
threat. This is good news 
for cats, says our. ... 
correspondent in Tokyo 


Of all the artifacts of traditional 
culture, few are so quintessen- 
dafly Japanese as the musical in- 
strument known as the 
shamisen. A three -stringed, 
elongated banjo with a piercing 
twangy note, the shamisen has 
been, at the centre of tradition- 
al music for 400 years. It is the 
instrument played by geisha in 
their tea bouses, and by musi- 
cians accompanying kabuki 
plays. Japanese music without 
the shamisen would be like a 
brass band without the 
trombone. 

But recently, the unthinkable 
has happened: political cor- 
rectness and the decline of old 

skills are 

conspiring to 
threaten the 
very existence 
of the ancient 
instrument 

The prob- 
lem is this: 
the shamisen 


BY RICHARD 
LLOYD PARRY 


;X!6tirg fi"5 


is one of the most elegant uses 
ever devised for a dead cat The 
instruments are hand-crafted 
out of various exotic materials, 
including mulberry, sandalwood 
or quince for the frame, silk for 
the strings, ivory and tortoise- 
shell for the pegs and plectrum. 
But the most important ingre- 
dient is the hide which is tight- 
ly stretched over the sound box 
- the cured skin of Fehs catus. 

For the first few centuries af- 
ter its introduction from China, 
simmisen makers had little prob- 
lem securing supplies of then- 
raw material, and even after the 
^Second World War there were 
w2Q0 professional cat-nappers 
wbo kept the trade in skins. Now 
that number has dwindled to just 
two. In the whole country, there 
is just a single tannery capable 
of curing cat skins. The situation 
is so desperate that an associa- 
tion of shamisen makers is lob- 
bying the government for 
permission to recycle a few of 
the hundreds of thousands of 
rf>K which are pul down by their 
owners every year. 

“This is a life-or-death prob- 
lem for the traditional musical 
instrument,’' says Tbshio Ya- 
manaka, president of the Japan 
Musical Instrument Associa- 
tion (JMIA). “If things cany on 

as they are now, we wiB be hand- 
ing down a pale imitation of a 
traditional art of public 
entertainment." 


It is not that Japan lacks 
dead cats: government figures 
reveal, that 303,000 of them 
were destroyed by their owners 
last year. The JMIA is anxiously 
waiting on a decision by the 
Tokyo city government for per- 
mission to reincarnate them in 

shamisen form, but an increas- 
ingfy popular animal-rights lob- 
by stands ranged against th«m 
“There is a world-wide 
movement in the world of med- 
icine and science to experi- 
ment with .Substitute animal 
skins," says Yasuhiko Aida, sec- 
retary general of the Japan 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. “The same 
should go for cat skins for 
shamisen S’ 

Dog skin can also be used to 
make shamisen, but only for 
cheaper, practice instruments. 
Artificial hides are constantly 
being improved, but profes- 
sional shamisen players insist 
that there is no substitute for 

genuine cat 

“The thick- 
ness of cat 
skin used -on 
shamisen 
varies subtly 
from the cen- 
tre to the 
edges," says 


Eiji Tokiwaza, a player of tra- 
ditional shamisen ballads. “The 
subtle difference gives an in- 
strument exquisite resonance. 
According to Mr Yamanaka, 
“with current technology, you 
cannot reproduce the subtle ir- 
regularity of thickness and thin- 
ness out of any synthetic skin”. 

Desperate shamisen mak- 
ers have tried importing sub- 
stitute skins from less 
squeamish countries, such as 
China and Thiwan, but the for- 
eign animals are not up to 
scratch. “It is partly because the 
skins of domestic cats are of a 
fine texture," explains Mr 

Vamanaka. 

“Moreover, animals from 
different environments have a 
different skm quality and tan- 
ning methods vary from place 
to place? 

Psychologically, tbeinstru-; 
merit have ‘ 

lime tofcuafcfa theiri 
Last spring, Japan was dumb- 
struck by the decapitation of an 
11-year-old boy in Kobe. His 
murderer turned out to be just 
14 years old. In a twist, which 
was widely reported and dis- 
cussed. police attention was 
first attracted to the young 
murderer after he showed off to 
his friends the severed tongues 
of mutilated kittens. Perhaps un- 
derstandably, the idea of har- 
vesting cats, however worthy the 

cause, strikes a discordant note. 


k- 

” Traditional relationship: Left; a Japanese watercolour of a sleeping cat area roau. nigm; owio-.. ■ - — «- 
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Threat of more terror if 


Pakistani gets 





A Pakistani convicted of 

killing CIA workersfe^es 

the death penalty. The 
case has heightened 
anti-American feeling in 

Pakistan, where 

extremis ts killed four 
American oil executives 

and their driver this 
week and are 
threatening to kill more. 


A Pakistani man who shot CIA 
workers in anger over Ameri- 
can treatment of Muslims is a 

mereilesskillerwhoeproudof 

the crime ard deserves to die for 
it a prosecutor said- ^ 

Under heavy security, jurors 
deliberated yesterday on 
whether to recommend the 

death penalty for Mir Aimal 
Kasi for killing CIA communi- 
cations analyst Frank Darling® 
an ambush outside the spy 
agency headquarters on -5 


Mtr Aimal Kasi: Deserves 
to die, says prosecution 


January 1993. The jury con- 
victed Kasi of capital murder m 
Darling's death. After returning 
the verdict, however, the jury 
members sent a note to Judge 
J Howe Brown expressing fear 
for their safety. The note came 
to light in court this week, 
after four US oil company em- 
ployees were gunned down m 

an ambush in Karachi, PakS^n. 

A group sympathetic to Kasi 


claimed this; A&hicfl psychologist tesfr 

inTKnw» and more if \;jg6ed that Kasi told him his only 

Kasi is sent&xmfn deaths : ■^ret ^ not dying himself in 

Outside . kafioot oat, with FBI agents 

KasTs older m&as : ^opiestedliim in Pakistan m 

Kasi, stood» v ^^wiha£d t *Itt.fcardto find .a man 
condemned tife'tfjw teB&gs-whdiSlesdhh^ about what 
as the he did fliai this man,’’ he raid, 

den ‘Ji Jtorfeifc 28, warned his wife 

that the ■*£* ^ 

KaiTs faraily^fiie'aii atri^p^.lafto&f is Kasi fired an AK-47 
praudice the juraJfie court and through the window of arar 
the American public”. . -.^Stripped at traffic limits. J>arj 
Judge Brawn ordered the lings widow testified that she | 

jurytobesotetedinanunidea-. kjokeduptdseepartofherhus- 

tified hotel and kept under band’s head Wown 1 a ^‘ ^ 
aimed guarf- They returned on / 

Thursday under heavy police er said Mr 

escort The authorities said the life in prtscmbetmira the I rilling 

jury has not been threatened, was partly explmned by brain 

Sever, and And they had 

been semiBteredtodndd them Doctors teatfied fo r tbe J^f 

f^^SSLn«ionatpeb- tbnt the tonal Iobe 
, labour the case. bttdnStc^evrienoe^^ 

^Asording to trial testimony, DocloIs . wll0 ^f^,w 

! KaSmdeseveralconfcsrions, the ptoseomnn 
i each time saying the killing but said that it was not respon 

- SWEfOI -APfS’vi^. 

a meddling in Muslim countries. 8 
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Francophone states attacked 

for violating press freedom 

. o^nrtners sans Fronlifercs. ha 




T* 


mat\ 


for YIOW M,, 6 » — 

The intemational 

accused 16 comtr.es the host nation Vietnam, 

mix of violating base dVoup yesterday said five 
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1,000 dead in Somalia floods 
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or student sources said there had been at least one death in an 
incident on Friday in which soldiers were said to have opened 
fire inside the university campus in Dili, the territory's .capital. 
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orese resistance spokesman Jose Ramos-Horta in 19%^ 
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Tamil “Tiger" separatists were C 
accused of planting explosives o 
at a power plant outside the Sri d 

| Lankan capital, Colombo, yes- t 

terday, which plunged parts of t 
the city into darkness. i 

I “A small group of Liberation 

I Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) I 

I terrorists had fixed explosive de- i 
I vices designed to set off auto- 
| maticaliy on the fuel storage 
I tanks of the Kelanitissa power 
station,” the defence ministry 
1 said in a statement. 

1 No one was injured by the 
I blasts at the power station and 
two. burning fuel storage tanks 
were quickly extinguished. 

State radio quoted police as 
saying several people were be- 
I ing questioned after the at- 
I tack, which came exactly one 
I month a fter su spected members 
of the LTTE set off a massive 
I explosion in the city's business 
1 district, killing IS people and 
I wounding more than 100. 

I There was no comment from 
I the WTE on the latest incident. 

1 U dented responsibility for last 
I month's blast. 

I “Security farces and the 


Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) 
officials took prompt action to 
douse the fire. Terrorists have 
failed in their attempt to destroy 
the power station," the defence tjL 
ministry statement said. _ ’P?' 

The Defence Ministty said_.‘ ' 
the authorities had re-started all" 
the turbines at the p\an-,The 
area around the station' had \ 
been sealed off as a precaution 
soon after the fire, and the au- 
thorities prevented people freim 
entering or leaving the city', 

Colombo has been rudder' (•'• 
tight security since last friprilffe'^ 
rebel attack which damaged* . 
three hotels and several other . . 
buildings, including the twin- 
tower World Trade Centre. 
Elsewhere, at least six police- . 
men were killed in an attack by 
; rebels in eastern Sri Lanka on 
: Friday, police, officanls said. * 

5 The LITE is fighting fora 
1 separate homeland for minor- 
ity Tamils in Sri Lanka’s north 
i and east The government says 
l more than 50,000 people taavejt^ 
it died in the war that began in '' 
1983. 

e — Reuters, Colombo 
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Women Hillary wotrt meet Butyrskaya jail, Moscow, where 28 women share a cell meant for eight Photograph; AFP 

The First Lady meets the President’s wife 


The world’s cameras will be 
out in force today when 
Hillary Clinton and Naina 
Yeltsin meet in the Russian 
President’s home town of 
Yekaterinburg. For the former, 
who is touring former Soviet 


miliar as the air she breathes; 
the same cannot be said for her 
counterpart, who even b aits at 
the teem “First Lady”. 

While an invigorated Boris 
Yeltsin has taken to the polit- 
ical stage with new relish, his 
wife has remained in the 
wiz^s. Russia still resents her 
predecessor, Raisa Gor- 
bachev, whose high profile 
and taste for designer clothes 
and credit cards won her a rep- 
utation for extravagance. In 
conservative Russia, she was 
seen as bossy and assertive; the 


Yeltsins have been careful to 
avoid the same fate. 

They know they operate in 
a society where foe perception 
of the female sex is frequently 
limited to two stereotypes. The 
first is that of a beautiful, young, 
and essentially compliant 
woman who struts around in a 
mini-skirt, ornamenting the 
world for the ruling males. The 
second is that of homely; ekleriy, 
and essentially compliant moth- 
er, who mops foe sweat from 
her husband’s brow, looks af- 
ter his children, and ensures bis 
plate is always piled high. 

The fact that under the So- 
viet system, Russian women 
occupied a wide variety of 
professional jobs - Mis Yeltsin 
herself trained as a construc- 
tion engineer - has done little 
to change this. The idea of an 


independent professional 
woman (a Hillary Clinton 
when she still insisted on foe 
Rodham) continues to be 
viewed with suspicion. 

At 65, exploiting the first 
stereotype is not open to her, 
so Naina Yeltsin has opted for 
the second. She styles herself 
as housewife, -mother and 
granny, a fiercely loyal woman 
who occasionally breaks cov- 
er with interviews about home 
life with “Borya”. 

Although she has lash ed nut 
at her husband's foes, her pub- 
lic comments are usually Hand. 
Before last year’s election, she 
sought to woo voters with a 
tdevisioo appearance. As the 
world’s press waited with bait- 
ed breath for a new detail that 
would open a door to her hus- 
band’s complex character, she 


revealed a secret; her recipe for 
chocolate cake. 

PuMdty photos showed her 

pftflring irm terms flyTntn a pram, 

tasting a pot of soup, and rest- 
ing her head kwiogly on her hus- 
band's cbesL Her baldest move 
to date was to agree to co-chair 
Russia’s newly bundled Cul- 
ture TV channel. Cloying 

though it may be, this imag*» 

works. Criticism of Naina 
Yeltsin is rare She has said she 
does not want to be the “first 
lady” . She would rather “sim- 
ply be the President's wife". 

Such remarks are, of 
course, a matter of politics. But 
they also have the ring of 
truth. For the same reasons, 
they are, happily, words that 
we are unlikely to hear on the 
lips of Mrs Clinton. 
— Phil Reeves, Moscow 


Corruption scandal threatens close Yeltsin ally 


Prosecutors in Moscow will quizz one of 
the government’s top officials, Anatoly 
Chubais^hief architect of its privatisa- 
tion programme and darling of Wistem 
investors, aver a corruption scandal. • 
Mr Chubais is one of several top of- 
ficials who received a $90,000 book ad- 
vance from a publishing company partly 
owned by a bank which is one of the 
biggest beneficiaries of state sell-ofis. One 
of the five authors, Alexander Kazakov, 
Boris Yeltsin's first deputy chief of staff, 
was fired by the President yesterday, 
prompting rumours that Mr Chubais will 
suffer the same fete. 


Mr Yeltsin will be loathe to lose him. 
He was the driving force behind his re- 
election campaign, and is a key contact 
paint with Western governments and in- 
vestors and international institutions, no- 
tably foe International Monetary Fhnd. 

A nervous-looking Mr Chubais, who 
is first deputy prime minister, appeared 
on television yesterday, where he admit- 
ted the fee was “high"- He denies wrong- 
doing, however, offering to pay most of 
the money to a new charity, foe Rmd for 
the Protection of Private Property. 

Although the bools; titled The Histo- 
ry of Russian Pivatisation is unpublished. 


its chances of being a hot seller are seen 
as nil Yesterday, the Moscow prosecu- 
tor, Sergei Gerasimov, said he intend- 
ed to interrogate Mr Chubais and other 
officials about the payment, which was 
from Segodnya-Press, mi affiliate of 
Oneamnbank. The bank was recently 
among the winning bidders for a valu- 
able slice of the state telecoms monop- 
oly, SyyazmvesL The scandal is suspected 
as being an attempt at revenge by Boris 
Berezovsky, a tycoon and rival of Mr 
Chubais recently sacked by Mr Yeltsin. 
He was a losing bidder for SvyaaanvesL 
— PM Reeves 


Onassis Foundation quizzed 
over kidnap of heiress 


Athina Onassis Roussel is the 
richest child In the world, at 12 
the sole heiress to the Onassis 
billions. Last week, a, Swiss judge 
issued an arrest warrant for seven 
Israelis suspected of trying to 
Jridnap her. Andrew Cumbef says 
investigators now befieve the 
Israelis acted on behalf of the 
Onassis Found ati on, the trust that 
manages the family fortune. 

This is a tale where nothing is as straight- 
forward as it seems. According to the Swiss 
judkaary, a crack team of Israeli security 
agents with connections to the intelli- 
gence community spent much of this year 
tracking young- Atirina between St Moritz 
and her home near Lausanne. 

Their purpose, according to judicial doo- 
aments leaked to the Italian newspaper Cor- 
riere della Sera, was to kidnap the girl 
“according to instructions provided by the 
Onassis Foundation”. The price for their 
work: $100,000 (£59,000). The motive: to 
strike a definitive blow a gainst foe ambi- 
tions of Afoina’s father, Thierry Roussel, 
who has been embroiled in a series of bit- 
ter financial disputes with the Foundation 
following his divorce from Athina’s moth- 
er, Christina Onassis, in 1987. 

At stake are foe $3bn that Afoina is es- 
timated to be worth. Christina died in mys- 
terious circumstances in Buenos Aires a 
year after her divorce, and the Foundation 
has struggled to maintain control over the 
money ever since. Mr Roussel, heir to a 
modi smaller French pharmaceutical for- 
tune, has argued that he has a right, as ALhi- 
na’s legal guardian, to fn«mgfc her estate 
until she readies adulthood. He is one of 
five trustees responsible for her financial 
future. The other four are Greek. 

There have been court cases, accusations 
of greed and possessiveness, and insults. Mr 
Roussel has been painted as a money- 
grubbing playboy detennined to der^Athi- 
na access to her Greek heritage; he in return 
has complained of threats to his safety. 

The kidnap theory surfaced publidy 10 
days ago and was spread around Switzer- 
land and Israel by Mr Roussel and his 
lawyers. Accordiqg to the Swiss magistrates; 
the Israeli team pretended to be tourists 
on a mountain-biking tour of Switzerland 
as they prepared to swoop on foe girl- Not 
everyone accepts tins' version of events, bow- 



Athina Onassis World's richest child at the centre of a struggle between her 
father and the foundation managing her fortune Photograph: Action Press 


ever. The Israeli police looked into foe al- 
legations, which centred on a private se- 
curity firm run by former Shin Bet agents, 
ISC. but they soon concluded there were 
no grounds to prosecute. They said they be- 
lieved the Israelis had been tracking Mr 
Roussel not with the aim of kidnapping him 
or his daughter, but merely to gather in- 
formation that could help the Foundation 
in its various legal wrangles, and they 
dropped foe case. 

The Foundation accused Mr Roussel of 
mounting a vindictive media campaign. 
“This is part of his plans to freeze the girl 
out of tire control of foe trustees of her for- 
tune even to the point of jeopardising her 


safety,” it said in a statement. “This is both 
unacceptable and dangerous.” 

The Swiss investigating magistrate. 
Jacques Delieutraz, has refused to back 
down. Last week, he issued seven anest war- 
rants covering attempted kidnapping, 
preparatory acts to commit a crime and be- 
longing to a criminal organisation. 

On Monday, one of the Israelis, Ronen 
Balulu, was picked up in Milan and is ex- 
pected to be extradited to Switzerland. It 
Is not clear what, if anything, he has told 
foe police. 

Yesterday, foe Onassis Foundation did 
not want to comment further. It said a for- 
mal statement would be issued on Monday. 
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. ALL YOUR CHARITIES CAN RET EXTRA 

I’ve recent discovered a new way of giving to charily -new 
to me, anyway It means all the causes you support can have 
extra money. It's the Chari tyCard. 
First you decide how much you 
want to give to charity. You pay 
that money into your own 
CharityCara account Then the 
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Now, that's what I call a good ideal 
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orders far regular gifts. 
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are all entirely up to you. You can make donations to 
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charity? Call free now or use the coupon provided. 
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Paul Daniel: don’t 


bring the curtail^ 
down on the Eli! 


Paul Daniel is running 
the English National 
Opera at the most 
threatening moment 
in its history. In his first 
interview since taking 
over the helm, he tells 
David Lister why the 
company isn’t ready to 
quit the Coliseum. 


After tonight's premiere of Ver- 
di's Falstajf, Paul Daniel, music 
director and acting artistic head 
of ENO. will come on stage and 
make a political speech, if w2J 
begin: “Ladies and gentlemen, 
you have seen tonight what it is 
that makes this company unique 
..." He has been making that 
same speech after almost every 
performance for the past high- 
ly charged fortnight. He usually 
gets a thunderous ovation. 

After several years of large- 
ly self-inflicted wounds, there 
is a buzz about the ENO again. 
Its audience figures are up. it 
is reacquainting itself with crit- 
ical acclaim for standards of 
production and musical direc- 
tion. it has dropped its deeply 
unpopular plan to apply for lot- 
tery money to leave the Coli- 
seum and fund a new building 
outside the West End. And it 
has won lottery money to help 
pay off its deficit and make a 
fresh start financially. 

And then along comes the 
Culture Secretary, Chris Smith, 
with a proposal that the ENO 
should leave the Coliseum and 
move into the Royal Opera 
House, which it would then have 
to share with both the Royal 
Opera and the Royal Ballet 

The ENO's loyal followers 
and its loyal staff are appalled, 
fearing that a move to Covent 
Garden could lose it both its 
audience and its distinct iden- 
tity - opera in English at rea- 
sonable prices ( £150 balcony io 
£55 best stalls), nurturing home- 
grown talent, developing links 
with the community through 
much- praised education work, 
and championing new opera in 
its contemporary opera studio. 

The Culture Secretary's pro- 
posals have to pass through Sir 
Richard Eyre's review com- 
mittee. where they could still, in 
theory, be modified or even rad- 
ically altered. But there is 


already a growing feeling of 
sympathy with the ENO, the 
feeling that they may have been 
dragged into the Government’s 
determination to sort out 
Covent Garden, and may have 
been unjustly tarred with the 
same brush of managerial in- 
competence and profligacy - 
ironic when you consider that 
ENO has just had a massive vote 
of confidence in the form of a 
£4 .5m stabilisation award from 
the Arts Council. 

And just at the time when 
the ENO needs a political 
stive ifighter to lead its cam- 
paign to stay in its borne, it finds 
itself without a general direc- 
tor following the resignation of 
Dennis Marks in September. 
And so the 39-year-old con- 
ductor Paul Daniel, who only 
arrived from Opera North m 
August, now finch himself in the 
bear pit of politics. 

It sounds like a walkover for 
Mr Smith - until you meet Paul 
Daniel, and realise that the 
company, in its hour of need, has 
almost by accident found itself 
a most sincere and persuasive 
advocate and ambassador, with 
an honesty and openness that 
those more experienced in cul- 
tural politics tend sometimes to 
mislay over the years. 

Paul Daniel is a tall, skinny 
enthusiast, his prematurely 
greying curls contradicted by a 
boyishly youthful face. He is 
hard to interrupt, so passionate 
is he in bis championing of the 
ENO, where he began his 
operatic career back in 19S2, 
before moving on to become 
music director first of Opera 
factory in 1987 and then of 
Opera North, in Leeds, in 1990. 

It must, I suggest, be odd to 
be thrust into such a political 
hotbed only weeks after re- 
turning to ENO as its new 
music director. “Yes, I don’t do 
much music at the moment," he 
replies a little sadly, “and Fm not 
a politician. But something re- 
ally interesting is happening. It’s 
like in a war. What has hit me 
in the face with this company is 
the intensity of feeling within. 
The people here are all pulling 
iogether. though we don't ac- 
tually know who we are fighting. 
The Treasury? No. Public taste? 
No. The Press? Certainly not 
And absolutely certainly not 
Coven! Garden. ITn determined 
this will not become a ‘them and 
us' situation. They need as much 
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Daniel, anewdamer to the‘ 
rough-ahd-tushf& and even 
sheer bad manrief&crf politics, 

is still angry at fee speed of the 
Smith announcement. “Our 
staff should not have woken up 
to hear me talking about it on 
the Today progr am me. That is 
not the way things should hap- 
pen or people should be treat- 
ed in the real world.” 

But now that he has digest- 
ed the Smith proposal, he is 
intense and forthright m bis dfc- 
mtssal of iL “The company is 
the most important thing But 
if we go to Ccrvertt Garden, the 
company will be decimated. 
How do you identify with a 
company which is in a building 
for a bit, and in a caravan for 
the other bit, or indeed out of 
work? Our evidence wiD be that 
we need our base.” 

Yet, even giving proper 
evidence to the Eyre inquiry 
Strikes him as req uiring a leap 
of logic. “How can we comment 
on the Smith proposal? We 
don't know what is going to be 
in the new Covent Garden 
opera house. We haven’t seen 
the plans. If they have got any 
sense, they will have made it 
work for the Royal Opera and 
Royal Ballet- There may not be 
things like sufficient office space 
for another company, orchestra 
rehearsal space, set storage, all 
manner of things I’Ve worked 
at the Royal Opera House and 
it’s bad enough having to share 
it with the Royal Ballet Ask 
Amsterdam what happens when 
you try to merge companies.” 

Merge? Isn't that the dread- 
ed word everyone is avoiding, 
and Smith is positively ruling 
out? Again,Danid is too hon- 
est to ignore its likelihood. “Of 
course some of the activities 
would merge. The box-office, for 
example. Our box-office staff are 
bursting with what this compa- 
ny stands for. But what happens 
when you’ve one batch of box- 
office people? You’ve lost one 
of your best lobbying groups.” 

The lobbying group for the 
ENO is likely to be a vociferous 
one. But it, like Daniel, has cer- 
tain questions to answer. And 
he does not dodge them. First, 
there is Chris Smith’s strongest 
argument: the lack of touring by 
supposedly national compa- 
nies. Daniel admits: “It is a 
problem that the company is 
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‘The company 
is the most 
important thing. 
If we go to Covent 
Garden, it will be 
decimated’ 








called English National Opera 
and is not seen to be national. 
But people forget two things. 
Opera North actually started 
out as English National Opera 
North and it fulfils that role. 
Also, it was the Arts Council 
that stopped ENO touring in 
the Eighties, so that there could 
be ‘spheres of influence’ for 
small-scale companies.” 

Nevertheless lie is dearly 
aware of the perceived anom- 
aly and says that the company 
is exploring both touring and a . 
short residency outride London, 

Then there is the awkward- 
ness for the ENO that, up until 
recently, its management was 
telling die world how much they 
wanted a new theatre and to get 
out of the Coliseum - the same 
Cotiseum in which they are now 
so keen to remain and which 
their audiences so adore. 

Thankfully, that particular 


piece of foolishness is now his- 
tory. Daniel explains: “If you’re 
offered the chance of having a 
study to see if you could do bet- 
ter, then you take that chance! 
Of course you take money to 
investigate a theatre where you 
could perform every single 
night of the year. But the new 
building is off the agenda. The 
Coliseum has enormous 
strengths, marvellous sight- 
lines, and it’s always acknow- 
ledged that if s the best from the 
audience’s point of view.” 

There is also the not unper- 
suasive argument that the Col- 
iseum would make an admirable 
national dance house. Daniel 
does not duck this. “Fust, I 
would say that the English Na- 
tional Ballet [who do a regular 
season at the Coliseum] has 
been ignored in all of this. ENB 
is important. A dance house is 
part of the delicate equation. We 


can use that. We can do things. 
If the dance season ha ppen s dur- 
ing Christmas weeks, that gives 
us the opportunity to do other 
things in other places.” 

It is a slightly guarded 
answer. But it would seem to 
suggest the possibility of a Col- 
iseum housing the ENO but giv- 
ing more weeks to dance. 

Daniel also has to face the 
fact that the last music director 
(Stan Edwards) resigned with 
no explanation, as did the last 
general director - not a signal 
to the public of awhoDy stable 
company. “Yes, I can see thai." 
he answers. “But that makes my 
job doubly important, because 
I have got to stand up and fight 
for what I believe in." 

I put to him one other pa^b- 
Iem. For aU the talk of ENO 
identify, it seemed to have, 
with its radical, updated inter- 
pretations, a miK± more distinct 


identify in the Eighties, during 
the so-called “Power House" 
era of the Pountney/Elder/ 
Jon as regime. Darnel is bullish 
on that one. “OK, what was it? 
And how many productions 
can you name that made that 
identify? In fact, it lasted about 
fouryears, that period in which 
people knew they were on a 
roller-coaster ride.” 

And, he implies, our col- 
lective memory does play some 
tricks. “David Alden was noth- 
ing to do with the Power House 
regime. Rigoletto [Jonathan 
Miller's perennial New York 
mafia production] came out of 
George Harewood's regime. 
It’s important to remember 
that this company had a much 
longer evolution. And actual- 
ly there's a much stronger sense 
of people here knowing what 
they staad for than they did in 
the Eighties." 


Even when be returns full- 
time to musical duties, Daniel 
is not looking for change for iis 
own sake. “Musical standards 
here are very high. 1 think 
revolution is a very mediocre 
way of behaving,” he says some- 
what memorably. 

He is adamant that he will 
not be applying for tbe vacant 
general directors post. He 
wants to concentrate on music 
direction when this crisis is 
over. Perhaps music and poli- 
tics don’t mix easily. 

Now it is his turn to inter- 
rupt. “But music has always 
been political. Verdi was polit- 
ical. He emptied theatres.” 


Matthew Warchus’s new ENO 
production of Verdi's 'Falstaff 
opens at 7.30pm tonight at die 
London Coliseum. St Martin's 
Lane. WC2 (0171-6328300) 


THE WEEK IN THE ARTS 

DAVID LISTER 


THE WEEK ON RADIO 

ROBERT HANKS 


i It was a curious speech by the arts minister, 
Mark Fisher, to museum directors urging them 
to learn from Harvey Nichols, Marks & 
Spencer and Tosco in exploiting retail space, 
and opening outlets in high streets and at air- 
ports. Hackles were raised among the great 
and the good in' the audience at tbe Muse- 
ums and Galleries Commission (MGC) con- 
ference. Most were astonished at being asked 
by a Labour minister to ape a luxury Knights- 
bridge store. “Is this the Diana factor?” mut- 
tered one distinguished director. I found an 
even more perplexed gentleman during the 
coffee break after Mr Fisher’s speech. He told 
me, shaking his head in consternation: “1 don’t 
min d the Harvey Nichols reference. But it’s 
a bit much being asked to emulate Tbsoo.” The 
gentleman in question is a board member of 
the National Gallery. His name: Simon Salis- 
bury. 


Meanwhile, research into museum admission 
policies carried out by the Central Office of 
Information for the MGC proclaims that 
“only 4 per cent of those who do not visit mu- 
seums cite admission charges as a barrier” . 
With the Goveramenrabout to make a pol- 
icy statement on charging and national mu- 
seums, this finding, emphasised in the MGC 
press release, could well be ammunition for 
them to embrace charging. But it doesn't take 
too much reflection to wonder about the im- 
portance of such a finding. Surely, the key 
group of people are the 55 per cent of the 
public interviewed who do go to museums. 
Would they be put off by an admission 
charge? This group was not asked for their 
views on charging- Apparently such a ques- 
tion to them would have been too loaded. 
David Barrie, the director of the National Art 
Collections Fund, which is passionate in its 
support of free admission, says: “It seems io 
me that there are two crucial questions that 
have yet to receive a dear answer. Will 
charges affect the total number of visitors? 
And will visitors be deterred from repeat vis- 
its?” Precisely. Without those two pieces of 


information, this much-heralded research falls 
short. 

Examples of catering abuse at arts venues 
continue to come in, with complaints of al- 
legedly exorbitant prices for interval snacks. 
But price sensitivity is clearly pitched at dif- 
ferent levels across the country. One reader 
writes to complain of a 90p Comello at the 
West Yorkshire Playhouse, but 1 have to tell 
him that in London that would be considered 
cheap. Mrs Gwen Bradley shares my distaste 
with prices at the Royal Albert Hall in Lon- 
don after she purchased a snack of “two plates 
of smoked salmon on dry brown bread buns, 
with a small amount of garnish and a few Tor- 
tilla chips". The cost was £1Z She wrote to 
the management to inquire whether a mis- 
take had bee a made. She received a reply from 
the caterers Letheby & Christopher con- 
firming that tbe price was the correct amount 
and assuring her “it is only by receiving such 
letters as yours that we can strive to improve 
the service that we offer”. I hope they strive 
quickly. For that price. I could take the coach 
to Leeds and enjoy a Cornetlo. 


When Hardy turns softy 


TON p Vi 
j eborah Ro$ 



The big problem about being 
an angry young man - or, in- 
deed, woman - is knowing 
what to do when you're not so 
young any more. Occasional- 
ly, a young man will stay angry, 
like John Osborne, who well 
into middle age seethed at a 
pitch that few of us rarely 
achieve even momentarily. For 
most, though, as the imper- 
fections of world and seif seep 
in, it’s easier just to mellow. 
And this seems to be what's 
happening to Jeremy Hardy. 

Not very long ago he was one 
of the tetchiest comedians 
around, incandescent with 
loathing for the political right 
and contempt for the compla- 
cent centre; the last series but 
one of Jeremy Hardy Speaks to 
the Nation supposedly provoked 
more complaints (ban any other 
programme on Radio 4 that 
year. A right-wing Labour gov- 
ernment ought to have stoked 
him up to new frenzies. 

tower and How to Get It (R4, 
Wed) contains its share of anti- 
Blair jokes - among the issues 
he promises to tackle in this se- 
ries is “How a Toiy politician 
gets to be leader [significant 
pause] ... of tbe Labour Party”; 
but the whale thing feds dispir- 
itingly off the boil. 

Partly, this is because Hardy 
is disconcerted by the business 
of interviewing. A little too 
much of the programme con- 
sists of disclaimers and confes- 


sions of incompetence - so 
that when John NoiL defence 
secretary during the Falklands 
'Wat, tells him that the war did 
this country a great deal of 
good, we hear Hardy in voice- 
over apologising for failing to 
put the obvious follow-up ques- 
tion, viz, what good was that? 

But this itself is a symptom 
of how Hardy has lost his edge. 
He is no longer propelled for- 
wards by indignation; lacking 
that momentum, many of his 
jokes hang limp in the air - 
quips are stuck on to a topic, 
rather than developing from it 

I'm in danger of overdoing 
the disappointment here: he is 
still funnier and far more 
politically astute than most 
other contemporary comics; 
but this is below par. 

Fortunately, there are still 
comics with reserves of fury to 
draw on. Chris Moms, the 
darkling prankster of On the 
Hour, sacked from his Radio 1 
solo show after announcing 
the deaths of, inter alia, Jimmy 
Savile and Michael Heseltine, 

is back, as chilly and add 3S ever. 

His new project is called Blue 
Jam - one of his less appealing 
trademarks is a tendency to 
come up with phrases (anoth- 
erwas “infinite misery jumper”) 
that sound like earfy Seventies 
progressive rock groups. 

Blue Jam (Rl, Thurs) is 
not especially funny (Morris's 
strength is that he wfll pursue 


an idea or a mood to excess and 
beyond, but the result is often 
too harsh or too odd to make 
you laugh). But it is hypnotically 
fascinating, and formally the 
most radical thing I have heard 
in years: a tightly edited mix of 
music loops and samples, over 
which Morris and chums per- 
form weird and even vicious 
sketches (a doctor cures every 
ailment - including genital 
sores - with a big kiss) inter- 
spersed with a selection of in- 
congruously mellow records. 

If it’s funny you’re after, 
though, slick to On the Town 
»ith the League of Gentlemen 
(R4, Thurs), a surreal sketch 
show set in a dead-end north- 
ern town and featuring such 
characters as Bob/Barbara, a 
taxi-driver caught in mid-seat 
change, the masturbation- 
obsessed Uncle Harvey (who 
rebukes his nephew for spend- 
fog too much time with 
“Madame Palm and her five 
lovely daughters”) and an m- 
. competent vei with the catch- 
phrase *Tve got some rather 
upsetting news”. 

At first hearing, it is nothing 
out of the ordinary; but it has 
the same cumulative effect as 
The Fast Show , coupled with a 
pleasingly grotesque sensibili- 
ty and an underlying awareness 
of human unpleasantness that 
makes it seem not just funnier 
than the Jeremy Hardy series, 
but politically more astute^ 


Woodward 
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The little man from nowhere who made it ever so big 


Bemie Ecclestone has 
caused the Labour 




government its biggest 
headache to date. 

Yet few outside motor 
racing really know him 
because his passion for 
wheeling and dealing is 
cloaked in obsessive 
secrecy. Behind the 
intrigue is a tale of 
extraordinary 
ruthfessness 


No one seems very clear about 
exactly how much money 
Bemie Ecclestone has given to 
the Labour Party (or for that 
matter to the Conservatives) 
in recent times. The fact is not 
surprising. No one seems very 
clear about anything relating 
to the pugnacious little man 
who began life, it is said, as a 
gas fitter, and has made him- 
self the wodcT s highest paid ex- 
ecutive, transfo rming Formula 

One motor-racing in the 
£ JA process into the world's biggest 
T sport after football. 

Admittedly much has been 
written about him. About his 
Lear Jet, his sumptuous 
homes in Chelsea and Gstaad 



and his glass-palace office 
(with indoor swimming pool 
surrounded by Astroturf) 
overlooking Hyde Park. About 
his 6ft 2iu former model wife. 
Slavica, who is almost 30 years 
his junior as well as 11 inches 
taller, and who, for lax reasons, 
owns 80 per cent of his busi- 
nesses. About the £29.7m he 
canted in 1994, the largest 
year's salary ever recorded in 
Britain. And about his social- 
ising with rock stars such as 
jphris de Burgh and leading 
politicians such as Kenneth 
Clarke. Not to mention his en- 
tertainment of Tony Blair and 
sons, who were whisked round 
Si/verstone by no less a ebauf- 
feur than Damon Hill. 

And yet, in spite of all the 
newspaper articles, a cloud of 
secrecy hangs around how ex- 
actly how he made his vast for- 
tune. No one even seems sure 


of his origins. Has fat h er is var- 
iously described as a trawler- 
skipper. and an engineer. He 
is reported as having been 
born in Suffolk - and in Kent. 
His early money is said to have 
been made from a motorcycle 
business, but also from car auc- 
tions and from property deals. 

What is beyond doubt is the' 


change he has wrought in mo- 
tor-racing. Thirty years ago 
Grand Prix cars were bolted 
together in lock-up garages 
and driven by gentlemen am- 
ateurs or Latin daredevils. 
Team managers such as Rank 
Williams were so strapped for 
cash that he was once forced 
to conduct his affairs from a 
public telephone box. Today 
the sport is a $lbn a year in- 
dustry, regularly watched in 
more than 200 countries with 
27,000 hours of Grand Prix 
television attracting a global 
audience of 45 million. 

Bemie Ecclestone controls 
it all. He is president of the 
Formula One Constructors' 
Association (FOCA) which 
represents the teams. He is 
vice-president of the Federa- 
tion Internationale de I' Au- 
tomobile (FLA) the sport’s 
governing body. His compa- 
nies include Formula One 
Promotions and Administra- 
tions (FOPA) which strikes the 


BY PAUL 
VALLELY 


deals with the circuits and 
which alone has made him 
£30m over the past three 
years. Other companies - in 
which be also owns 99 per cent 
of the shares - control pack- 
ages for TV stations and ring- 
side hospitality. “Bemie runs 
the sport like bis personal 
Seldom," said one Formula 
One insider. “He even controls 
the parking bays.” 

His business empire is 
based at the historic Battle of 
Britain aerodrome. Biggin 
Hill. There FOPA makes the 
electronic gadgetry used to 
produce the exhilarating on- 
board television pictures of 
Grand Prix races. But his 
money is earned working 16- 
hour days behind the tinted 
windows of the long, sleek, 
grey executive coach known as 
Bemie’s Bus which dominates 
the paddock at every Grand 
Prix circuit. It is there that an 
endless stream of drivers, 
agents, team proprietors and 
circuit managers conduct the 
unending succession of deals 
which are Ecclestone's meat 
and drink. His appetite for 
deals - always conducted in 
deadly secret - is formidable. 


He has made enemies on 
the way. Environmental pro- 
testers in Australia, he claims, 
once threatened to shoot him, 
and the sport is consumed with 
apocryphal tales about the 
unhappy fate of those who 
crossed Bemie. But he has 
made friends too. The huge 
amount of money he has 
brought into the sport trans- 
forming obscure engineers 
into multi-mQlionaire man- 
aging directors of race teams, 
produces an intense loyalty. 
.None of them will say anything 
in public against trim. Formu- 
la One is like a secret society, 
and Bernie Ecclestone is its 
godfather, albeit one who now 
craves the respectability of 
the knighthood he hopes his 
political donations will one day 
buy him. 

Eodestooe began in motor- 
racing by driving Formula 
Three 500ce single-seater cars 
against drivers like Stirling 
Moss. But an accident in 1951 
pul an end to his ambitions be- 
hind the wheel and he turned 
to management In 1958 he 
bought the Connaught For- 
mula One team and later the 
troubled Brabham team which 
included stars like Graham 
Hill, Niki Lauda and Nelson 
PiqueL 

As a team proprietor be got 
a seat on FOCA where the 
old-style racing impresario 
Lord Hesketh recalls him en- 
tering like a whirlwind. Until 
then the sport had been con- 
trolled by the race organisers 
who negotiated with driving 
teams individually. Ecdestone 
persuaded the teams to ne- 
gotiate together and within a 
few years Lhe whip hand had 
passed from the circuits to 
him. (How the increased fees 
were divided between him 
and the teams was, and is, a 
dosety guarded secret.) More 
recently Ecdestone has taken 
to asking fees which the or- 
ganisers cannot raise, where- 
upon his company FOPA 
takes over as promoter - a 
strategy which earned him 
£16m in 1994 alone. 

Next he tried to persuade 
the teams to set up a compa- 
ny to take over backside ad- 
vertising. When they said no 
he encouraged Paddy Mc- 
Nally, the sometime squire of 
the Duchess of York, Sarah 
Ferguson, to set up a business. 
The relationship between the 
two men remains, like so much 
in Ecdestone's life, mysterious. 



Happy couple: Bemie Ecclestone with his wife Slavica Photograph: Absolute 


Bnt Bernie openly lobbies for 
McNally's company which 
earns more than £4m a year. 

After that came a firm lo 
sell corporate hospitality in 
luxury lobster and champagne 
marquees id the paddocks be- 
hind the pits where firms pay 
£1.000 a head for their guesis 
to rub shoulders with the 
grimy and the glamorous. 

But it was his deal in the 
mid-Eighties with the Euro- 
pean Broadcast Union which 
was the clincher. It represents 
all major European TV sta- 
tions with a combined audi- 
ence of 375 .million. To get 
permission to cover their lo- 
cal Grand Prix every station 
frnrf to guarantee to broadcast 

all the races- and live. As soon 
as that happened sponsorship 
flooded in and Formula One 
cars became the fastest ciga- 
rette packets in the world. 
Marlboro now pays McLaren 
more than $35m a year and 
Ferrari around $20m. Roth- 
mans, Mild Seven and Benson 
& Hedges all contribute to- 
wards an industry total of 
$160m a year. 

From there on it was just a 
question of upping the ante. 
Ecdestone switched Formula 
One from BBC1 - which was 
paying£7m - to ITV, which of- 
fered 10 times as much. In 1993 
he did a secret deal with Max 
Mosley, the president of the 
FIA which owns the Grand 
Prix television rights, to allow 
Ecdestone to administer them 
for the next 25 years - and for 
himself rather than the teams. 
He moved into discussions 
with Rupert Murdoch aimed 
at expanding satellite TV cov- 
erage of the increasingly pop- 
ular sport with the advent of 
digital pay-TV next year. He 
has invested more than £30m 
of his own money in the digi- 
tal revolution - a move which, 
he told the racing journalist 
Martin Jacques in an interview 
in Esquire last year, he expects 
to yield more than £600m 
within five years. Such pro- 
jections led him to explore the 
possibility of floating Formu- 
la One on the slock exchange, 
a move which his advisers Sa- 
lomon Brothers suggest could 
yield £1-5 bn. 

All of this has raised eye- 
brows as well as cash. The deal 
with Mosley has attracted the 
attention of the European 
Commission. In 1983 - when 
the FIA was still a rival lo Ec- 
clestone - he persuaded its 


then president, Jean-Marie 
Balestre, to give a job to a 
Bernie sidekick Max Mosley, 
the son of the fascist leader Sir 
Oswald Mosley. When Bal- 
estre eventually confided in 

Mosley about what o problem 
Ecdestone was Mosley sug- 
gested that the best way to 
neutralise Ecclestone was to 
co-opt him as FIA vice-pres- 
ident. Shortly after Mosley 
stood against Balestre and 
ousted him as president. The 
TV deal followed. 

But there were three ob- 
siades to Ecdestone's money- 
printing flotation. The first was 
a row within the industry. The 
division of the television cash 
bad traditionally been gov- 
erned by something called Lhe 
Concorde Agreement. But 
three teams - Williams, 
McLaren and Tyrrell - have 
been refusing lo sign the lat- 
est version. Where they had 
not been in a strong position 
with Ecdestone in the past, the 
flotation, originally planned to 
coincide with the British 
Grand Prix in July, gave lhe 
teams a valuable lever in ne- 
gotiations. Last week industry 
insiders were saying that 
Bemie the Bargainer was now 
dose to a deal with the three 
rebel teams. 

The second stumbling 
block for the flotation plans 
was poliiicaL A threat by the 
European Union to outlaw 
sports sponsorship by tobacco 
companies was being blocked 
by Gennam r , Holland, Greece 
and the UK. They constituted 
an EU veto. Bui if one coun- 
try changed iis mind the vclo 
would crumble. The mani- 
festo promise of New Labour 
threatened to bring that about 
- until the generous political 
donor Ecdestone, aided by the 
FIA director-general. David 
Whrd (a former adviser to 
the late Labour leader John 
Smith), managed to persuade 
the new government to change 
its mind and exempt Formu- 
la One in circumstances which 
have produced the biggest 
controversy yet faced by Tony 
Blair. 

Only the third obstacle re- 
mains. Karel Min Mien, the 
EU competition commission- 
er. is said to believe that ex- 
cessively long exclusive 
contracts -such as the 25-year 
TV deal - are anti-competi- 
tive. Doubtless Bemie Eccle- 
stone is working on him even 
now. 
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NEXT WEEK IN THE INDEPENDENT 

MONDAY 

Deborah Ross interviews Martin Bell 
MEDIA+: the one real winner from the 
Woodward case 




TUESDAY 

The Fairies show the Royal Academy -magical 
or not ? 

NETWORK+: Ralph Nader campaigns in cyberspace 


WEDNESDAY 

Beloved and Bonk- more iffy 
moments from the diary of 
a divorce 


THURSDAY 

EDUCATION+: Which instrument should 
your child team? RoyHattersley-an 

advertisement for the state system' 




FRIDAY 

THE EYE 2 8 pages of music, film and theatr e 
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PRODUCT RECALL 


AMSTEL B EER 

<330 ML BOTTLE SIZE ONLY) 


HP B ulmer regret to announce 
that small chips of glass have 
been found in a very small number 
of bottles of its UK manufactured 
Amstel beer. 

All stockists have been alerted 
and asked to remove stock from 
their shelves. 

Anybody who has bottles of 
Amstel beer in their possession is 
advised not to open the bottles and 
the beer should not be consumed. 
If you have affected bottles, please 
return them unopened to the store 
from which they were purchased 
for a full refund. 

This announcement indudes ali 
bottles of Amstel, whether bought 
singly or in a multi pack. Only 
bottles of Amstel produced and 
packaged in the UK are affected. 

We will replace all stocks of 
Amstel with newly produced 
product— 

For further information 
please call: 0845 600 0500 
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Let’s ban the cudgels and have a fair fight on the news-stands 

' - ’ ... _»;n 



for ? 011 quah'ty and performance 
m the L__J** Iuld grounds. It is one of the first lessons of 


EDITOR ANDREW MARR. 

DEPUTY EDITOR COLIN HUGHES. 
ADDRESS: 1 CANADA SQUARE, 
CANARY WHARF. 

LONDON E14 5DL 
TELEPHONE: 0171 2S3 2000 
OR 0171 345 2000 
FAX: 0171 2*»3 2435 
OR 0171-345 2435 


call a truce in the newspaper prfcewari ,essonsi 01 

“NooneelsewantsSTi^S 

Insult me every day, so 

bell” he said. See you W , f 8 ®? 8 

Then, with the breathtaking ability to " 
dare that blade is white wfeicfr bas&jt ‘ 
where he is today, he addefepfc 
don’t seem to like competitrotianS 
this country.” . 

Competition, eh? Well, 
petition in a civil society, and theft® 
law of the cudgel, and they are dif 
things- Thereis competition whkfri..^,, . ... 

consumer choice, and there is theaters 1 .Tiiicra Bill Wura wnre onoan 
ofpo wer. qv erthepastfonnterf.ytfe HoaKolLorAsnSrhursday. 

Nfc Murdoch Brst started cutBngthcS^iiet ftedattayprimsSMtodeBnemd 


of The Times, readers of all riewsp&p&s. 
have undoubtedly benefited froerlowef 
prices. Your pockets win, the pubtisb&tf: 
pockets lose. Last year the ccrabincd toss- 
es of the four broadsheets and their Sms- 
day, siblings came to £5()tn, give or rafo 
an undisclosed sum or two. But Mr 
Murdoch is not engaged in philanthropy, 
exerting a downward pressure on prices 
in order to bring Britain’s high-quality 
press within reach of everyone. He wants 
to commandeer market share, rather than 


Lm thoexisting competition law 
‘ * _ . or^ottonewspapCT, 
jn ofder^tOiSurVive. It isamat- 
jfe thatt 'Mr Murdoch's 
'jmc^-Should be made ifle- 
‘ f, is in the Unit- 
f to take two 

countries at ran- 
our owners are 
to the Compe- 
Wttre debated in the 


‘ hard to ltgisIa®fi^gnsL But British com- 
petition law Ijffls been too weak for too 
long. It is petfectfy possible to give reg- 
ulators the pOwcr to aop price cuts that 
are likely to teadto a reduction in con- 
sumer choice. The present law has two 
defects. First, the real restrictions on 
price-cutting only come into play if they 
are an abuse of a “d ominan t* 1 position 
in a particular market Because Rupert 
Murdoch does not control an over- 
whelming share of the newspaper mar- 



When raudb a U-him 

lished it conowcdn^ one 


lite television market to fund his ambi- 
tion to become dominant in rtie news- 
paper market was deemed irrelevant. 

Second, the reguJaloiy system is far too 
slow in reacting to the feist and often mis- 
leading footwork of the likes of Mr Mur- 
doch. As Lord McNally told the House: - demote- 

“In the newspaper industiy it tsn t ™^ bo ii^ down, is that rf this 
enough for a victim to be bleeding- Ap- ^ not it would 1 m a 

parently ourpresent legislation requires PfP^ for the democratic heal 

arorpsc before the Office of Fair Trad- idtf ij* “ were commercially P rac- 

ingwffl act” °° u * - 


particular w® w 

the media is VS* between price and 
lion law. btheba^ ^ for more 
diversity. di y ers ^I^ rac y. What that 

,- n a healthy d .„, w ;fthjsnews- 


g trill uvh 

It was disappointing that Lord Mc- 
Nally, a Liberal Democrat, and Viscount 
Astor, a Conservative, should have need- 
ed to table amendments. The Labour 
manifesto promised as “an early priori- 
ty" that the Government would “adopt 
i . n »viepli »n defer 


ito ' f0r ^wer=o;rfyp^- 

country - u “ w . 

ticable to in ^ nt n |r, for t h e Government 

The opportunity forto 

t0 steel its P“ ,U ° n ”” " Lofo Haskel 
dav, the Government put up 

ssasssSSf 


ket (he controls something short of 
40 per cent of national newspaper cir- 
culation), the Office of Fair Trading ruled 
that his price cuts were a “reasonable 
commercial strategy”. The fact that he 
is using a dominant position in the sate I- 


rnaiurcsiQ praraiseu r t - , MpNallV. There ia H"-'"-' ~ . e . 

ty" that the Government would “adopt LordMp^ 1 next ^ge for Lord Si- 
ft tough ‘prohibitive’ approach to deter ^ hiargaret Beckett and 

anti-competitivc practices and abuses of ® thin k again. We are looking, 

marSpwcr” . Just before the manifesto Labour polm- 

was published. Tony Blair undermined it too, to tm v vocaJ ^ de feooe of our 

by politely asking the owner of 77 m Sun ^ election to voice their real 

to exercise his great power “responsibly , view oerore ^ m power 

adding elUptically: “I’d like to see a sit- Cook. Mo Mowlam, 

uation where that happens not by legis- Jtep^' d otfaere . Mr Murdoch 
latioc ..." Well, Tony, it is no use relying Chns brmui, an ^ prospect 

on voluntary restraint from this brand of said b aoti-monopoly laws, 

monopolist Ybu can forget that foriom 
fantasy. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Branson and FI 

Sir. I have immense admiration 
for Richard Branson and am as 
opposed to tobacco advertising 
as he is, but instead of blindly 
criticising Tony Blair's decision 
(“Keep your promises or lose 
my backing'', 13 November), he 
should recognise it for what it 
is: harsh but pragmatic. 

Formula One should not 
be given exemption for all time 
from a ban on tobacco spon- 
sorship; it should be given, say, 
three years to find alternative 
sponsors. Richard Branson has 
the means to sponsor Formu- 
la One himself, he should put 
his immense wealth where his 
well-intentioned mouth is. 
PETER BRADSHAW 
Liverpool 

Sin So Richard Branson feels 
“let down" ty Labour because 
of Formula One tobacco spon- 
sorship. 

Is this the same Richard 
Branson who runs Virgin CSross 
Country trains? The same trains 
which include a smoking coach, 
the gaseous contents of which 
pervade the adjacent coaches? 
The same trains which farce non- 
smokers to sit in a foul atmos- 
phere because of lade of seats in 
the non-smoking coaches? 

Branson should decide 
which side of the fence he 
wants to be on. 

AWINSOR 
Newcastle upon Tyne 

Sin The search for funding for 
political parties must end at a 
source which is unidentified 
freely given, forgotten, without 
ties. 1 have no idea of the sums 
involved, but the unclaimed 
prizes from the National Lot- 
tery would seem a candidate. 
Any lakers? 

MIKE MYERS 
Knaresborough, 

North Yorkshire 

Sin Am I the only person who 
objects to tobacco industry spon- 
sorship of Formula One on the 
grounds that It encourages 
young smokers to develop an- 
tisocial and reckless driving 
habits with attendant dangers for 
passive drivers such as myself? 
STEPHEN SENN 
Harpenden, Hertfordshire 

Tagging lessons 

Sir The Prison Reform Trust 
bus always been sceptical about 
the electronic monitoring of of- 
fenders. But in the light of the 
Home Secretary's announce- 
ment that tagging is to be ex- 
tended (report. 13 November), 
the impressions 1 gained re- 
cently in Norfolk as the guest 
of the lagging company Ge- 
ografix may be of interest. 

Those tagged in Norfolk 
have included a small number 
of women and one elderly sex 
offender, but the majority have 
been offenders familiar to any 
criminal justice caseload - un- 
employed men in their 20s and 
30s, convicted, not for the fust 
time, of offences of dishonesty 
or drunken violence. Although 
there was initial opposition from 
scntcncere, curfew orders sub- 
ject to tagging are now increas- 


ingly being used in the Norfolk 
courts. A success rate of around 
90 per cent i&jclaimed, and 
some key findings about best use 
of the tog have now emerged. 

First, the periods of curfew 
must be realistic. If they are too 
long, then offenders are simply 
being set up to foil. 

Second, the tag alone 
achieves very little unless it is 
backed up with other forms of 
help (Geografix has been sur- 
prised by the relationships 
those tagged have buDt up with 
its monitoring staff). 

Third, the relatives of those 
tagged have not, in generakob- 
jected to their homes being 
turned into an extension of the 
penal sphere. Tagging does in- 
troduce an element of structure 
into lives which may otherwise 
be fractured and disorganised. 

I was also impressed by the 
reports provided for the courts, 
at the end of sentence, on every 
tagged offender. This practice 
ought to be extended to every 
order imposed by the courts. 

Of course, not everyone takes 
to the tag. Almost all offenders 
tiy to tamper with it in some way 
and I was told of one who tried 
to bribe his monitoring officers 
and of anotherwho dqxsited all 
the electronic hardware in the 
Norfolk Broads. And it remains 
open to question^ whether tagging 
represents a sensible investment 
of public money compared with 
other sanctions. 

Although tiny in scale at the 
moment, tagging also raises 
the spectre of far more perva- 
sive state surveillance. I am told 
that the state of Texas is plan- 
ning to launch its own satellite 
to tag the whereabouts of up to 
500,000 of its citizens. 
STEPHEN SHAW 
Director 

Prison Reform Trust 
London EC1 

Tibet’s agony 

Sin Angela Lewis (“Whose 
freedom is it anyway?", 13 No- 
vember) attacks the integrity of 
film and pop stars who support 
the Tibet movement. Her dis- 
dain should not extend to the 
justification for that support. 

Does she need reminding 
that more than a million Ti- 
betans have died and over 6,000 
monasteries been destroyed 
since the Chinese invasion in 
1950 (the events of which are 
dramatised in .Sewn Years In Ti- 
bet). Or that the current regime 
continues to repress and im- 
prison those who speak out 
against the occupation - such as 
Ngawang SangdroL, a 20-year- 
old nun serving an 18 -year jaD 
sentence forsinging nationalist 
soogs and shouting “Free I betP 

If there is a risk that the free- 
ing of Tibet will, as Angela 
Lewis hypothesises, lead W the 
outbreak of World Wir DL then 
perhaps we had ail better turn 
a blind eye and leave Ngawang 
Sangdrol and hundreds more - 
political prisoner^ including 
the eight-year-old Panchen 
Lama, to rot in jail. 

AUSON REYNOLDS 
Director, Free Tibet Campaign 
PATRICK NASH 
Director, Tibet Society 
London N1 



The red grouse; victim of uncontrolled birds of prey? 


Blame the sheep 

Sir. Duff Hart- Davis reports (8 
November) the findings of the 
Langholm report Birds of Prey 
and Red Grouse, recently 
launched in Edinburgh. The 
results were not in dispute. On 
Langholm as soon as the raptors 
received their proper legal pro- 
tection they increased, the red 
grouse failed to peak and in a 
season when 2,000-4,000 might 
be expected to be shot there 
were fewer than 100 bagged 
However this should not 
cause the knee-jerk reaction of 
attempting to manage (kill) the 
rare raptors. We should rather 
address the underlying ecolog- 
ical reasons for the lack of 
grouse for the guns. 


At the Edinburgh launch I 
asked about moor C, a moor in 
the Highlands of comparable 
size to Langholm. Here the pro- 
tection of the raptors did not 
cause a huge increase and the 
grouse numbers held up well. 
This moor was. dominated by 
heather and did not have the 
massive grazing pressure of 
sheep experienced for many 
years at Langholm. 

The sheep in Langholm have 
been responsible for altering 
the balance between the hen har- 
riers and the red grouse. Con- 
version of heather to grass 
encourages the small birds, par- 
ticularly meadow pipits, and 

qnaTI mammals thafl (he haiThnS 
eat and makes conditions for the 
red grouse worse. This problem 


Photograph: Planet Earth 


is well undcretood by many ecol- 
ogists. Scottish Natural Heritage 
hopes to come io an airanpjmcnl 
with the Department of Agri- 
culture to apply money from 
funds such as Environmcmahy 
Sensitive Area schemes to solve 
iL It would be good to see Eu- 
ropean money being used to re- 
dress a wrong caused by headage 
payments under the Common 
Agricultural Policy. 

Traditional management 
techniques which arc good for 
red grouse are much better for 
other species than over-grazing 
by sheep or red deer or, heav- 
en forfend, the swamping of the 
hills with a dense mass of exotic 
conifers. 

CHRIS MEAD 
Thetford. Norfolk 


BSE inquiry 

Sin You report (10 November) 
that the Minister of Agriculture 
is considering demands for a 
public inqmiy into links be- 
tween BSE in cattle and CID in 
humans. Although the Govern- 
ment may have changed, Ihe 
members of^ Whitehall who were 
involved with the BSE blunders 
have not: We simply must find 
out what happened with BSE 
Why W3S no calculated risk 
assessment carried out? How 
were people picked as advisers 
who knew little about the sci- 
ence of the disease? Why was 


selective advice from scientists 
used for decision-making and 
how? Why was information 
given to the public misleading? 

Regulations were not en- 
forced; research was actually 
curtailed; infected bovine feed 
was knowingly exported; phar- 
maceutical companies were ad- 
vised not to research methods 
of treatment; the EG was told 
that there was no risk. 

UK agriculture has sailed 
ahead of the world so it s not 
surprising that we hit the rocks 
first A judicial inquixy is the way 
to avoid this for the future. At- 
tempts by a new Food Standards 
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Authority, for instance, may be 
inadequate. It will not be able 
to subpoena witnesses. 

Dr STEPHEN DEALLER 
Consultant Medical 
Microbiologist 
Burnley General Hospital 

Smoking in US 

Sin 1 was born and raised in 
America, and I have never seen 
this “American-style" smoking 
ban in any of our bars (letter. 14 
November). I do know that a 
ban was tried in Toronto in 
restaurants and was a complete 
flop. Most of our restaurants 
have no-smoking areas, but I 
have never seen a restaurant that 
you could not smoke in. 
MICHAEL S MAXSON 
Toledo, Ohio.US.-i 


Church ‘destruction’ 

Sir The passion for church re- 
ordering in Surrey, so accurately 
described by Colin Wheeler 
(“Vicars, town elders, busy- 
bodies”, 13 November), has 
also infected St John's in 

F-ghnm 

It is an unusual Georgian 
church containing the history of 
the town accumulated by gen- 
erations of Egham churchgoers. 
The current parochial church 
council intends to strip out all 
that is not "original” - includ- 
ing altar, pulpit and pews— and 
reorder to create a modem 
worship venue. Some of the 
items for disposal are gifts, in- 
cluding oak doors commemo- 
rating the Queen’s coronation. 

It fills, me with sadness that 
this generation at Si John’s 
will be remembered for de- 
struction; their contribution to 
the church - carpet tiles. 
ALICE CHRISTIE 
Egliam, Surrey 

Sin Colin Wheeler’s rant sug- 
gests that providing old church- 
es with toQels, kitchens, meeting 
rooms and creche facilities is 
vandalism. Am I then to assume 
that he lives in a medieval 
house with rushes on the floor, 
an outside earth doset, no run- 
ning water, and an open fire for 
heating? 

The Rev EDWARD PROBEKT 
Sutton, Surrey 

Bank on it 

Sir. So “the Bank of England's 
Inflation Report provides offi- 
cial confirmation... that inter- 
est rates might have to rise 
again” and M a sharp fall in 
growth next year [is] very like- 
ly,” but the good news is that 
“the fall in the number of un- 
employment claimants.. . in Oc- 
tober was the smallest for a year 
and a half” (“Bunk reports bet- 
ter inflation outlook". 13 No- 
vember). 

If this is the price of Bank of 
England control of interest 
rates and 15 per cent inflation 
many of us with big mortgages 
on small houses and a social 
conscience may think it high in- 
deed - and dread the prospect 
of an even more remote Euro- 
pean Central Bank with an 
even more draconian attitude to 
inflation. God forbid, but Gor- 
don Brown may yet make a Tbry 
of me. 

MARTIN W1LLCOX 
Sheffield 

Honest bomber 

Sir. Why is Taki being credited 
with the insight that Guy Fawkes 
was “the only person ever to 
have entered Parliament with 
sincere convictions” (Quote 
Unquote, 8 November)? I first 
encountered this idea on a 
poster some 30 years ago. al- 
though then it was Fawkes’s 
“honest intentions” which were 
being lauded. The poster was 
usually displayed alongside an- 
other which said, “Whoever 
you voted for, the Government 
got in”. The truth of this seems 
increasingly dear day by day. 
WILLIAM SCOTT 
Setmngtan, Wiltshire 




LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR 


The best propaganda can 
be a single word. Who was it 
who thought up “surfing” the 
Internet? This entidng sim- 
ile has probably wasted more 
human hours than were 
expended on the Pyramids 
and the Great Wall of China 
and, of course, to lesser 
effect 

With the suggestion of ex- 
hilarating power, control and 
speed, the word surfing has 
lured hundreds of thousands 
of impressionable folk into 
an endlessly unsatisfying and 
torpid virtual purgatory, 
where nothing happens fast 
and nothing is what you 
hoped for. 

Surfing is precisely what 
doesn't happen to you (all 
right me) on the Net. What 
happens is that you dambpr 
in ungainly fashion on to your 
keyboard, wobble optimisti- 
cally and promptly fall off 
again into a blurred cold 
wash of cyberscurf, sur- 
rounded by bobbing adver- 
tising wrappers and wasted, 
swallowed hours. Surfing? 
Pah. 

As a colleague put it to 
me this week, the Net is like 
the ultimate disappointing 
Christmas present; layers 
and layers of gaudily pre- 
sented and enticing wrapping 
paper in which nestles, at the 
end, a pair of socks. 1 feel just 
the same about Die GQ-iype 
magazines. They look so 
bright, so enticing ... and yet, 
in the end, there’s almost 
nothing there. All crunch, no 
bite. 

All of which was sparked 
off by two events: joining the 
Net at home, and a piece by 
Miles Kington yesterday, 
which began with the 
thought that the words 
“Princess Diana” will keep 
people reading. The Net is. 
as we reported earlier, basi- 
cally kept alive hy people tap- 
ping in “sex” and “pom”, as 
well as “Diana” and a rela- 
tively small number of other 
hot-button words. For there 
are others. Alan C’oren pro- 
duced a book with a swasti- 
ka on the front called 
“Golfing for Cats” on the 
basis that someone had told 


him the only things that sold 
were Nazis, cats and golf. 

For newspapers, ail this 
remains true. Those brightly 
coloured bits that go around 
the masthead of most papers 
(though not currently us) 
are basically very simple 
come-ons. They say: sex, 
booze, films, cheap, sex, vi- 
olence ... and so on. We do 
something not dissimilar in 
our little panel below the 
masthead. The evidence is 
that these little come-ons 
work, sending subliminal 
messages even to people 
who think they only buy a 
newspaper to discover the 
latest stage of negotiations 
between the Austrian 
finance ministry and the 
Armenian Refugee Alliance. 
. Butatleast with ajjrqad- 
sheet you only have to turn 
a page to discover whether 
there is substance as well as 
packaging, and you don’t 
have to wait to connect. 
That’s one advantage. 
Another was well put by one 
of the founders of this paper, 
who once pointed out lhat if 
we only used computers and 
someone came along offer- 
ing to cram the important 
information and controversy 
into an easily portable, read- 
able and foldable form (eg, 
a newspaper) they would be 
hailed as a brilliant techno- 
logical innovator. 

Enough smug editor - ed. 
.Some hideous journalistic 
mistakes are repeated sea- 
sonally. and seem worse each 
time. You don’t want or need 
to know about the picture 
library calling up the image, 
which wasn’t seen on screen, 
and accordingly checked, 
and all those other plausible 
excuses ... but yes, the old 
Nve Bevun/Ernest Bevin 
howler appeared on page 
1 1 of yesterday’s Eye. Both 
Labour heroes were great 
men but they were, I can con- 
firm, different great men, and 
remain so. however many 
youthful sub-editors on 
national newspapers by tidily 
to conflate them. Sorry. 

Andrew Alorr 


QUOTE UNVOTE 

What we did was indefensible in moral terms 
Christopher Bell. Oford University's former chief fundin 
Uator. on haw 0*bnd& outwitted civil servants to obtain extrt 

Dexs ii [Judge Zobcl’s ruling] say that yn U can kill 
and that your youth and inexperience with cranky 
counts for more than a child’s Ufe? - Deborah Eap 

Tell me, have you ever done any television?” - The O 
reported remari. Terry Wag an at Bnyxkastino House 

Brazil have had Biggs for 27 years. They can keep hin 

f rm c oncemed - Malcolm Fewtrell, former > 
Buckinghamshire GD u fwnwr r 

Have we slain one dragon only to have another take in 
with a red rose in Us mouth? - Martin Belt, Ton/ 

If men and women are equal intellectually thev shn 
£a, C d equally. Betty Boothroyd, CnnZ^Z 
she opposes positive .termination in the Labour Party 

I smoked 25 cannabis joints every day - George M 
on response io ihe death afa do x male friend ^ 
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She promised him a rose garden 
— then she changed her mind 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 

A CAUTIONARY TALE 


The pictures tell the tale. At the top the large 
photograph is of a bosky dell -an acre or so 
of pretty trees and rose bushes. Forget-me- 
nots and poppies sprinkle the flower beds, and 
the sun filters through the leaves and catch- 
es the daisies on the lawn. This is the inher- 
itance; the cottage gardens in Crowthome, 
Berkshire, of Mrs Gertrude Parker who died 
in 1995. And very nice they are. 

Below this vision of limited Paradise, are 
the pictures of the dramatis personae in the 
court case that ended this week. In the mid- 
dle the last, blurry image of Mrs Parker her- 
self, in her mid-eighties, her face gaunt and 
her mouth open in that tremulous “who are 
you?” expression of extreme old age. On her 
left is a man of 60 or so - the first contender 
for Gertrude's worldly goods and gardens. 
Looking pained, Mr Bob Tfcylor - Mrs Park- 
er’sfaithfW gardener for many years -has just 
lost his two-year case claiming that Mrs Park- 
er's true intention had been that he should in- 
herit the bungalow and grounds. 

On Gertrude’s right is a very different face, 
A happy Hyacinth smiles out plumpty at us, 
a woman in secure possession of that which 
is rightly hers. It is Mrs Margaret Bosber (omi~ 
noosly Dickensian name for a windfall in- 
heritor), who also helped Mrs Parker in her 
last years, and to whom all was left 

The story is not complicated. Every day, 
for seven years Mr Tfcyior worked, free of 
charge, in the garden, reminding himself (as 
he bad twice been told) that one day, all this 
would be his. As Mrs Parker declined, his dis- 
tress must have been somewhat alleviated by 
the knowledge of the gratitude die felt towards 
him, and the manner in which that gratitude 
was to be shown. 

The years went by. Mrs Parker, for long 
bedridden e'^tuaDydiei and Mr Thylor pre- 
pared to come into his inheritance. Only then 
did he discover the terrible truth: Mrs Bosh- 
er had got the loL At some pointin the past 


couple of years, unbeknownst, to .turn, old 
Gertrude had changed her win. Mr Thylor ar- 
gued in court that be bad an implied contract 
with die dead woman, spent £50,000 of bis own 
savings on the case, and lost it On Wednes- 
day, the day of his defeat, a jubilant (if tact- 
less) Mrs Bosber commented that site was 
“delighted that Mrs Parker had got her wish- 
es. Norman [Mr Bosher] and I are both keen - 
gardeners and we are looking forward to hav- 
ing a much bigger garden.” 

Now, let’s wind back two years and picture 
the scene in Mis Parker’s last few days on earth. 
She is slipping. And she is surrounded by men 
and woman who stand to benefit (or think they 
do) from her death. What does she imagine 
their emotions to be, if she imagines anything 
at aO? Regret? Anxiety? Impatience? Or has 
she aQ along made the calculation that the only 
way a lonely widow without family can be sure 
of care and attention is if she allows it to be 
believed that kindness need not be its own re- 
ward? 

If so., then there is some sort of contract 
there (though not one enforceable by law), 
which makes the expectations of the potential 
inheritors Less, shall we say, ignoble. Though 
it has to be said that if Mrs Bosher was aware 
of (a) Mrs T&ylor's belief in what was coming 
his way, and (b) the true state of Mrs Parker's 
intentions, then her demeanour in the last, Joqg 
days of Gertrude’s life would have made a sturty 
in suppressed emotions. 

It's all hopeless, of coarse, and no less so 
withm families. The trouble with the word in- 
heritance, is that it implies a natural order of 
things; you inherit your parents’ characteris- 
tics, their genes. It is therefore somehow your 
"right" that you should inherit their wealth, or 
a portion of it Actually it is no such thing. 
Rather, it s repugnant and penurious (two 
words that 1 have not used since 1 stopped writ- 
ing editorials). Repugnant because it cannot 
be healthy for a son or daughter to have a vest- 
ed interest in the death of a parent Especial- 
ly in these days when extended life expectancy 
can mean the rapid disappearance of a patri- 
mony into musing charges (or round-the-world 
cruises), ftmkious because, insofar as you do 
inherit anything, it is not anything thatyou your- 
self have deserved or striven for. How extra- 
ordinary it seems to me, that people who can 
talk about the dependency culture on the one 
hand, can also advocate reducing inheritance 
taxon the other. 

Ah, but 1 am looking at it too much from 
the point of view of the inheritor, am I not? 
What about the entirety natural wish of the 
leaver to pass something on? Well, let us 
anatomise this feeling. Part of it is, I think, a 
kind of post-mortem swank, a keeping up with 
the dead Joneses. Celestially one will point at 
the Jaguar in one’s son’s driveway. Yet another 
part is an improper desire to engineer a fu- 
ture in which one will not take part This is 
particularly evident in those conditions that 
some add to their wills. It can never work. 

So would we realty lose anything (and might 
we not gain much) were we to, say, impose 
100 per cent tax on all inheritance beyond one 
sofa and the family photos? Had this been the 
law two years ago, Mr Thyior would be a much 
happier man today. 


Black angels? It’s a hope in heaven 



TREVOR 
PHILLIPS 
ON CELESTIAL 
PREJUDICE 


Maybe Heaven is a happy 
haven of mul feudalism where 
angels of all colours join hands 
to sing Her praise; maybe the 
celestial hosts can move ef- 
fortlessly medieval phunsoog, to 
baroque anthems into a- wild 
jazz-funk groove. There will, of 
course be a place for gospel, 
and I know that there’s a spe- 
cial seat in the choir reserved 
for the Queen of Soul, 
Aretha, when she derides to 
move on from this earthly gig. 

However, if you paused to 
take a lock at the bundles of junk 
mail tumbling through your let- 
terbox, amongst the offers of 
Christmas cards, of special gifts 
and of charitable emblems, 
you’ll notice one glaring omis- 
sion. Whatever colours the peo- 
ple come in, the angels all seem 
to come from Scandinavia - 
blonde, blue-eyed, rosy-cheeked 
cherubs, and resalulety Teu- 
tonic seraphim. 

Why can’t an angel be 
black? It’s not a trivial question. 
The most important festival in 
the year for most British fam- 
ilies of all kinds is meant to be 
an “inclusive” celebration. It is 
above all, a festival for children. 
So bow can we exclude some 
children from that joyous mo- 
ment? It’s a question 
raised charmingly, but sharply, 
by the children’s author Mary 
Hoffman in her new book, An 
Angel Just Like Me. Her first 
book. Amazing Grace, a story 
about a little girl (who H hap- 
pens, is black), has sold 
more than a million and a half 
copies since 1991. 

An Angel Just Like Me con- 
cerns a child who wants an an- 
gel that looks like him. The fact 
that he can’t find one reflects 
reality. The book’s publisher, 
Frances Lincoln, rang all the • 
major retailers; she discovered 
that not a single one stocked 
a black angeL or cards showing 
a black angel, lb tbeir credit, 
the top people’s store Har- 
rods has pledged itself to do so 



Delray Undo in A Life 
Less Ordinary*: the only 
black angel we could find 
at short notice 


next year. Sainsbury's Home 
Base and Littlewoods may fol- 
low suit if encouraged by de- 
mand, so you now know what 
to do when you’re buying your 
decorations. But most 
other large suppliers have sim- 
ply ignored the issue. 

It may be hard for white 
people to grasp the awfulness 
of this. Most people think that 
the worst effects of prejudice 
are associated with gross 
racial attacks and overt job 
discrimination. Appalling as 
these are, it is the millions of 
everyday humiliations and 
slights that leave the deep- 
est wounds on the psyche. 

. Tbke a teenager looking for 
make-up. There are specialist 
suppliers for African or Asian 
complexions. But if you do 
not live in an area where these 
relatively small shops supply a 
lai^ number ofblack clients, the 
make-up counter doesn’t have 
the first idea what to do with 


you. So unless all black or Asian 
people choose to live in ghet- 
toes, the sort of everyday item 
. everyone else takes for granted 
becomes a major shopping ex- 
pedition; and if you don’t live in 
the ghetto, you can look forward 
to being reminded every day that 
you. aren’t quite the same 
as everyone else. 

Don't get me wrong. This is 
not an appeal for enforced 
quotas in department stores 
(though they could do them- 
selves some commercial good 
with a more sensitive purchas- 
ing policy). I’m not proposing 
that the Commission for Racial 
Equality should investigate 
Heaven; I’m sure that the 
Almighty has an equal oppor- 
tunities policy second to none. 
However, it does seem a 
bit puzzling that, though we can 
now get hold of black Santas, 
black Jesus, Marys and Josephs, 
we can only find white angels. 

It should realty be the oth- 


er way around. We know that 
St Nick was definitely aNorth- 
ern European of some kind: 
you don't see too many reindeer 
in the tropics. We've recently 
heard that Joseph may not 
have been a carpenter after alL 
but a rather posh furniture 
salesman; however, there’s no 
doubt where be came from - 
the Middle East 

Even in the Caribbean, they 
still put up boBy, mistletoe and 
Christmas trees around the 
NoeL It makes sense; most of 
the Christmas icons have their 
origins in some real person, an- 
imal or plant. 

That’s what makes the an- 
gel so unique. Unless Indepen- 
dent readers can offer some 
stupendous revelation, 1 know 
of no one who can claim to 
have seen an angeL Yes, I 
know that the Mormons reck- 
on that some of their elders 
show up from time to time, and 
some of the Nation of Islam 


rialm that their founder had a 
tutorial from a mysterious black 
messenger; but these are not 
real angels, they’re just dead 
people. Tm talking about your 
average, common or garden 
haip-strummer, tying about on 
a doud, with eternal bliss be- 
ing interrupted only occasion- 
ally for a swig of nectar. 

No one knows what these 
beings are realty tike, because 
even if they show up on earth, 
usually in Hollywood, they al- 
ways look like people - usual- 
ly Audrey Hepburn, John 
Travolta, Warren Beatty, or oc- 
casionally Denzel Washington 
(well, wouldn’t you if you had 
the choice?). But for the 
most part, when we see angels 
in their natural stale, they al- 
ways look the same: white, 
dressed in white. The angel rep- 
resents something special in 
most cultures. Principally he or 
she appears as a messenger 
from the Almighty— but there's 
something deeper here. 

The angel is in some way re- 
lated lo humankind, with our 
shape and our appetites. But 
angels lack our faults and our 
weaknesses; no spots, blem- 
ishes, physical imperfections, 
not even the problems associ- 
ated with gender. In practice, 
therefore, the representation of 
the angel should simply be the 
person each of us would like to 
be in our dreams. So do 
the manufacturers of Christmas 
cards and decorations truly be- 
lieve that we’d ail really like to 
look like Rutger Hauer? You 
must be joking. 

I think that they, like many 
others, haven’t yet woken up to 
the reality of a world in which 
most Christians are not Euro- 
peans- they are African, South 
American, and Asian. Even 
here in the UK, the fastest- 
growing churches are those of 
the evangelical movement 
which take their tone, style and 
much, of their membership 
from the black communities. 
What is still nominally a Chris- 
tian festival might just take ac- 
count of that fa cl. I wonder, by 
the way, why we haven’t heard 
anything on this matter from 
the Established Church? Or do 
they need a blast from Gabriel’s 
horn (he’s been taking lessons 
from Louis Armstrong, 1 hope) 
to wake them up? 


$ Life’s a gamble, it’s true. But the real risks are not the ones you fear 





RICHARD D 
NORTH 
ON THE RISK 
SOCIETY 

Do you lose sleep about' them? 
Is your experience of our fag- 
end of the century one of ner- 
vousness at the new dangers, 
which surround us? According 
to The PtiStics of Risk Society, 
published this week, if you are 

a real modem you will be well 

aware that there is something 

new and important about the 
hazar ds of life. 

' Thenew ideaofdaiigensto 

dm modem age what sex was 
tothelast/&i des&de: a fcumhar 
enough subject re-invented as 

a special woity-Tt^ time, how- 

ever, the concern is concern it- 
self. The authors, corralled by 
tire left-of-centre think-tank 
IPPR, are not on a mission or 
old-fashioned alarmisffl. They 
say that the new riskiness inay 
be redeemed by a new and fas- 
cinating response, 

was invented by a sociologist. 
Ulrich Beck, who is based m 

Munich and Cardiff. He asserts 

feat fee BSE scare, for eram- 





as become a — . 

here is absolutely no one na 

harge. An experiment has 


been inflicted on us by the beef 
industries.’' Bar beet yon might 
as well read “nuclear”, “chem- 
ical”, and “bio-engineering” . 
You wfll easily get the flavour 
of the adventure; “We no 
longer choose to take risks, we 
have them thrust upon us." 
Conventional politics and bu- 
reaucracies are failing us; they 
are, Beck says, quoting H an na h 
Arendt, “forms of organised ir- 
responsibility”. They alternate 
between denial and cover-up. 

Another contributor, An- 
thony Giddens (director of the 
LSE), writes in a vein less Con- 
tinental and more continent. 
Giddens stresses feat fee new ■ 
risks are not natural, but es- 
sentially manufactured. Thus, . 
they force us to rethink indus- 
trial society. He notes that 
modern societies aren’t more 
risky than previous ones, and 

may even be less SO. It is just as 

weQ he says this, since we now 
expect to live relatively pain- 
lessly for a very long time, and 
indeed our longevity is ar- 
guabtythe greatest threat 10 our 
equanimity. 

Giddensaigueswbatisaire- 
ty true: nowaday* we are think- 
ing mens about risk- At lea^ 

are invited to. Weare to receipt 
of a mountain of surveys and 
studies which try to pin causes 
to effects. Butter, wine, nu- 
clear power, sexual promiscuity, 
car-driving and BSE are dis- 
cussed for their relation to 
heart disease, leukaemia. Aids, 
global wanning and CJD. 
Fl«me is chased everywhere, 
andfefound to be elusive, even 
by those pfmsonal-injnry lawyers 
who hope to find it in fee well- 
lined pockets of culpable capi- 
talists and their insurers. 

In fee new view, the most 
important new feature of risks 
is fee nature of their uncer- 



tainty. They are not uncertain 
as cuddly old earthquakes or 
volcanoes are, say, as io tinting. 
They are often uncertain as to 
their very existence and likeli- 
hood. Some are wholly unex- 
pected. We have, of course, 
plenty to worry abouc we might 
release a super-bug which 
migh t flourish in fee globally- 

wanned fields of a Sussex coun- 
tryside rendered uninhabitable 
by an explosion in a Ftench nu- 
clear power station. More pro- 
saically, we are in daity contact 
wife hundreds of thousands of 
manmade substances all of 
whose effects we cannot know. 

But do these risks offer 
large scope for fee organisers 
of concern? Not really. As 
against the IPPR account of 
risks, I prefer the painst ak ing 
accounts of hazards offered in 
a collection published under the 
banner’ of the European Sci- 
ence and Environment Forum, 
by lipger Bate, the director of 
the environment unit of fee 


right-of-centre think-tank the 
lEA. His What Risks? doesn’t 
underestimate 1 the difficulties 
science has in tracking down the 
hazardposedbyindustrialtech- 
. nologjes when things go wrong, 
or by their inadveitandes. But 
it points to many successes in 
demystification, and these ac- 
counts of scientific detective 
work leave one with the im- 
pression that governments are 
far more likely to over-react, 
and to be over-cautious in their 
regulation, than the washed-up, 
secretive, pseudo-denworats of 
the EPPR’s imagining s. 

The Politics of Risk Society 
thinking uses the authors' anx- 
iety about our anxieties to pro- 
pose and celebrate the 
emagenceof pasHxifitical non- 
systems for fee perception and 
mediation of hazards. These 
are epitomised by Susie Orbach, 
who thinks some new self-con- 
fidence is needed in people 
who now face uncertainties at 
work and “the collapse of fee 


health and education services”. 
Perhaps she hasn’t noticed that 
people get livings, education and 
doctoring more easily than ever 
in history. 

The modem situation is the 
opposite of hood-winked inno- 
cents being duped by scientists 
and manipulated by politicians. 
We all know just enough to ex- 
pect scientists to explain their 
thinking to us. We are just au- 
tonomous enough to demand 
that politicians give us some- 
thing other than reassurance. 

. Robin Grove- White, one of 
the most thoughtful of the new 
woity-prafessonak, noting that 
this is true, says society is en- 
gaged in “locating and relo- 
cating trust and mistrust”. One 
just hopes we look in the right 
places. Professor Giddens, at 
least, appears to: he stresses the . 
continuing need for formal de- 
mocratic processes He perhaps 

senses that fee location of good 
government remains fee leath- 
ery benches of Parliament 


rather than the post-modern 
couches of therapists. 

The IPPR crew are right to 
see feat we need to develop new 
ways of understanding public 
concerns, prioritising them, 
and informing the political 
process of them. But we 
needn't go to the other extreme 
of imagining our old. formal 
processes, or old ideas of ra- 
tional investigation, don't de- 
serve our trust any more. The 
fact is, the modern age has 
shown us that we have big con- 
sumer demands and satisfying 
them requires tricky technolo- 
gies whose risks are not always 
clear in advance. Population 
growth imbues the process with 
moral purpose. Naturally, there 
is unease. Kit we mostly face 
these new hazards with sur- 
prising equanimity, and as fee 
unsu/prisingprice of affluence. 
Indeed, there is, after an un- 
precedented period of stabili- 
ty, peace and prosperity, rather 
more ennui than anxiety about. 
Our expectation of safety has 
simultaneously made us rather 
petulant when thin g s go wrong, 
whilst seeking adventure holi- 
days as a relief from fee way 
things mostly go right 

So we need to be sceptical 
of fee wilder claims of a new. 
generation of lawyers, thera- 
pists, academics, campaigners 
and good old puritans who af- 
fect to worry about out worry- 
ing: after all, it provides them 
good material for lawsuits, 
counselling, studies, fundrais- 
ing and breast-beating. 

The Politics of Risk Society' pub- 
lished by Rrtity Press, in associ- 
ation with IPPR, £12.95 
paperback, £39.50 hardback 
TVkat Risk?’ published by But- 
tenvorth-Heinemann, £30 hard- 
back. 


BURBLE' 




mwK! 

■'& CHATTER! 




This year gjve yourself a peaceful Christmas. Give 
{be children in your life a gift of membership io the 
YOC - the j unior section of the RSPR. Well teach 
""" Kw them all about binds, wildlife and the environment 
and how to protect h. There’s lots few them lo do 
1 with outings, competitions, FREE entry to over 100 
_ f nature reserves, six issues of Bird Life 
magazine and a snazzy membership pack 
all included in their year's membership! 

If that sounds like a great idea, simply 
complete and return the coupon below. 

Keep the children quiet 
with a great gift this Christmas. 
The gift of nature. 


Just £8 for a whole YEAR 



s/brmTO*ri I3lh Damhrr 

I would like Id make a gift of YOC membership to: fwwgQl 




Name. 





Po&tcode 


Om year's membership □ £8 for one child □ £11 for all children 
m the family Spreuri joining offer; a pack of « nW bird fact on* 

Twoymm' membership □ £16 for each child □ £2 for all children 

. m pack of tOcohar bint fact tankpi*** 

pocket organiser 

1 endose a cfcque/FO (payable to YOCj or de bit mv Access/ V im 
C ard No. Lj — [ 1 I 1 I I 1 T~1 i | I 1~T1 
for the amount Of Card gxpity dsh. I 

Cardholder's signature 

My name Mr/ Mis/ Ms 

Address. 


Postaadf 

Ftaseflend the Vfelcome pack to me O to the am* 
memberis) D. Send tre YOC. X5PB, FREEPOST. The Lodge, 
Sxnd]fc Bedfotdsturr SGl9 2BR. BegSshoed duritjr no SORM, 
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Professor 
Anne Robertson 


Anne Stradian Robertson, 
archaeologist, numismatist 
and writer: bom Glasgow 3 
May 19(0; FSA 1958; Reader in 
Roman Archaeology, 

Glasgow University 1964-74, 
Titular Professor of Roman 
Archaeology 1974-75; Keeper 
of Cultural Collections and of 
the Hunter Coin Cabinet, 
Hunterian Museum 1964*74; 
FR5E 1975; died Glasgow 4 
October 1997. 


Anne Robertson was a living 
link with the pioneers of ar- 
chaeological research. Her own 
rich contribution owed much to 
the influence of Sir George 
Macdonald, who dominated 
Romano- British studies be- 
tween the world wars. From 
him she imbibed the patience 
in noting details and the dis- 
passionate weighing of evi- 
dence that Macdonald had so 
admired in Francis Haverfield, 
an earlier giant in the field. 
With (his inheritance, allied to 
her own pertinacity, it is not sur- 
prising that she achieved such 
eminence. 

She was best known ns a nu- 
mismatist and Keeper of the 
Hunterian Coin Cabinet at 
Glasgow University, winning in- 
ternational recognition with 
the publication in 1960 of the 
SyUoge of Anglo-Saxon Coins in 
the Glasgow collections, and be- 
coming Medallist of the Royal 
Numismatic Society four years 
later. Between 1962 and 1982 
she produced the five-volume 
Catalogue of Roman Imperial 
Coins in the Hunterian Coin 
Cabinet, the greatest single 
monument to her life’s work, 
but Lhe fruit of her researches 
is also evident in numerous 
occasional papers and meticu- 
lous. site-specific coin reports 
prepared for colleagues' 
publications. 

Yet Robertson was no arm- 
chair archaeologist: from 1937 
her interest in Roman Scotland 
led her to excavation, and for 


several years she was (he only 
professional actively engaged in 
fieldwork on monuments of 
the period. From exploratory 
work at Castledykes fort, near 
Carstaira, she turned to the 
Antonine Wall the turf-built 
Roman frontier on the Forth- 
Clyde isthmus. It was with this 
internationally important mon- 
ument that she was identified 
for the rest of her working life, 
presiding over Us artefactual re- 
mains in the Hunterian Muse- 
um, and initiating in 1960 
the classic guide book The 
Antonine Wall, subsequently 
reprinted and revised, but 
never superseded. 

The daughter of two Glas- 
gow teachers, she was educat- 
ed at HHIhead High School and 
Glasgow School for Girls. At 
Glasgow University she was 
deeply impressed by S.N. 
Miller's teaching of Roman 
History, and in 1930 won the 
Cowan Medal, and the ap- 
proval of Sir George MacdOD- 
ald, then Honorary Keeper of 
the Hunterian Coin Cabinet. 
After a period in London, 
where she studied archaeology 
and gained invaluable experi- 
ence in the Coin Room of 
the British Museum, she re- 
turned to Glasgow University 
as the Daliymple Lecturer in 
Archaeology. 

In 1952 she became Under- 
Keeper of lhe Hunterian Mu- 
seum and Curator of the 
Hunter Coin Cabinet. In 1964 
she was promoted to a Read- 
ership and appointed Keeper of 
the Cultural Collections, being 
awarded a DLiti in 1965. A year 
before her retirement in 1975, 
she was made titular Professor 
of Archaeology and elected 
Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh, one of the first ar- 
chaeologists to be so honoured. 
She was by then already a Fel- 
low of the Society of Anti- 
quaries of Scotland, and of 
London, as well as of the Roy- 
al Numismatic Society. It was 
however with the Glasgow Ar- 


chaeological Society that she 
was most closely associated; by 
happy <x)incadenc&shewasflie 
society's president during the. 
celebrations of its cent enary 
in 1957, and in men£ 

bers further eot^res^d their 
affection by dcctifig her to ait 
Honorary Membership . 

In addition tri her 'acadetD- 
ic attainments, Robcrtsonwffl 
be widely rcmcs&ered for bey 
energetic promotion of ar- 
chaeology. She believed ar- 
dently in the professional's 
obligation to involve and inform 
the general public, and not 
only by writing or lecturing. A, 
good pan of this outreach She 
achieved through training ex- 
cavations where people from 
many walks of life, but partic- 
ularly undergraduates from 
other disciplines, were given a 
grounding in archaeological 
fieldwork. Much of this (for ex- 
ample, the excavations at the 
Roman forts of Birrens and 
Car dean) was undertaken un- 
der the auspices of the Scottish 
Field School, of which she was 
a for long time the Honorary 
Secretary and Director. 

It is an indication of the val- 
ue of this work that so many of 
her “pupils” went on to partic- 
ipate actively in the wider fields 
of archaeology, taking with 
them memories of excavations 
run on vastly different lines 
from those of their modem 
counterparts - church atten- 
dance on Sunday mornings, 
and a ritual avoidance of 
hostelries being only two of the 
differentiating characteristics. 

As befitted Robertson’s 
somewhat reserved demeanour, 
the regime was formal, and this 
formality even professional col- 
leagues encountered from time 
to time. Yet beneath there lay 
a generosity of spirit that 
showed itself more clearly in ac- 
tion; in unstinting help and en- 
couragement far those at the 
beginning of their careers; or 
the work in aid of wider ap- 
preciation of archaeology as ev- 



George Chambers 


No armchair archaeologist: Robertson at the Hunterian Museum, W74 Photograph: The Herald 


idenced particularly by her sup- 
port of the Scottish Regional 
Committee of the Council for 
British Archaeology, and most 
happily in the Robertson 
Awards for outstanding achieve- 
ment; or,- in a different sense, 
by her exploration of the use of 
film to record either excavations 
m progress or various types of 
field monument (the results 
now deposited in the national 
archives). 

In her later years, and es- 
pecially in less formal contexts. 


Robertson deployed what might 
be described as a pawky sense 
of humour, sometimes wryly 
commenting on the ebb and 
flow of archaeological fashion, 
more often turning to a gentle 
self-deprecation;, most trea- 
sured among these atihrrmiai 
tints were her disquisition on 
the Sheer Cussedness factor in 
archaeology (her suggested al- 
ternative interpretation of the 
"Senatus ConsuUum ” marking 
on Roman coins), and the de- 
nunciation of the modem foad- 


ness for numerical and spatial 
analysis as pure metromania. 

Colleagues, pupils and 
friends will Telish the memory 
of such strokes as highlights in 
an altogether more solemn 
portrait, composed in equal 
parts of respect and admiration 
for a life of service and schol- 
arship - a life which, in Mac- 
donald’s lapidary encomium 
of Haverfield, both pointed 
out the way to others and made 
it less arduous. 

- Gordon S. Maxwell 


Johnny Darrell 



Johnny Darrell, singer and 
songwriter: bom Uopewell, 
Alabama 23 July 1940; 
married (one daughter); died 
Kennesaw, Georgia 
7 October 1997. 


British country music fans of a 
certain age will fondly remem- 
ber Johnny Darrell’s visit to 
these shores back in 1969. Ap- 
pearing alongside Hank Snow, 
Willie Nelson and Nat Stuckey 
on a tour designed to coincide 
with the first birthday celebra- 
tions for Opry magazine, he 
proved himself an interesting 
talent with the potential perhaps 
to become a major crossover 
star. But he was unable to build 
upon his early success and with- 
in a few years had virtually dis- 
appeared from view. 

Darrell had taught himself 
to play guitar whilst still in his 
early teens and on joining the 
army p erfor med at base dances. 
By 1964, having left the tnflitaiy, 
he was managing a Holiday Inn 


motel in the Nashville area 
and found himself regularly 
dealing with people in the mu- 
sic business. 

Keen to pursue his own in- 
terest in that field, it wasn’t un- 
til the country star Bobby Bare 
arranged a meeting with Unit- 
ed Artists that he got the 
chance to cut a record. His 
debut disc for the label in 1965, 
the first recording of Curly 
Putman’s now classic “Green, 
Green Grass of Home”, fared 
poorly, becoming a country hit 
only when covered the same 
year by Porter Wagoner and an 
international smash when tack- 
led by Tbm Jones in 1966. 

His next single, “As Long as 
the Wind Blows™ (1966), again 
penned by Putman, found its 


way into the country Top 30 and 
.saw Darrell being named 
“Most Promising Male Artist" 
by Cash Bax magazine. 

His chart run continued and 
in 1967, by now produced by the 
label head and former Buddy 
Holly associate Bob Mont- 
gomery, bis version of Mel 
TDlis’s “Ruby, Don’t Take Your 
Love To Town" went to the Tip 
10. Inspired by an incident 
during the Second World War. 
the song's reference to “this 
crazy Asian war" was widely be- 
lieved to refer to Vietnam and, 
trading on that presumed as- 
sociation, became a huge pop 
hit two years later for Kenny 
Rogers and the First Edition. 

Darrell’s next single, the 
original version of another fu- 


ture pop smash, DaBas Frazier's 
“Son of Hickory Hollow’s 
Tramp" (1968), made it only 
into the “fop 25. It was followed 
by “With Ben In Hand", the 
closest Darrell came to a chart- 
topper and his only single to 
edge its way into the US pop 
chart After “I Ain’t Buying” 
(1968) and "Woman Without 
Love” (1969) came a duet “The 
Coming of the Roads™, with the 
underrated Anita Carter of the 
famous Carter Family; its low- 
ly chart placing failing to reflect 
its obvious quality. 

Having garnered the re- 
spect of- the cream of 
Nashville's songwriting com- 
munity, Darrell next turned to 
two of its heaviest hitlers, gain- 
ing Ibp 25 successes with first. 


George Michael Chambers, 
politician: bom 4 October 
1928; married (one 
daughter); died P0rt-of- 
Spain, Trinidad 4 November 
1997. 


George Chambers was always 
the quiet man of modern 
Caribbean politics. In a region 
where the early nationalist po- 
,... , < > . charis- 


matic and nearly always loud 

and rumbustious, he was a dis- 
tinctly low-key figure. This did 
not stop him rising from lower 
middle-class origins and an 

. _ ... l ..Urlf 
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second post-independence 
prime minis ter. He succeeded 
the legendary Eric Williams on 
his death in March 1981 and 
held office for over five years 
until he was defeated in elec- 
tions in December 1986. 

Chambers owed his political 
rise to a combination of dili- 
gence and loyalty to Williams 
and the People's National 
Movement (PNM). the first 
major nationalist political par- 
ty to be formed in Trinidad and 
Tobago. In the multi-ethnic 
politics of the twin -island state, 
the PNM was always African- 
dominated, although its lead- 


Mickey Newbury’s “Why Have 
You Been Gone So Long” and 
second, Billy Ed Wheeler’s 
“River Bottom" (both 1969). 

The hits however, begin to 
dry up, a label switch to Mon- 
ument producing the unchar- 
acteristic “Dakota the Dancing 
Bear" (1973), and a further 
move to Capricorn resulting in 
one album and a final hit, an 
unsuccessful reworking of the 
bluegrass standard “Orange 
Blossom Special” (1975). 

Diagnosed in the mid-Sev- 
enties with the diabetes which 
eventually would (till him, John- 
ny Darrell cut just one further 
album, in 1979 re-reoording of 
his hits for Gusto before fading 
into an undeserved obscurity. 

-Awl Wadey 


by some East Indian figures. 
Chambers first came to promi- 
nence in 1971 when, having 
served in cabinet as the head of 
a series of ministries, he was ap- 
pointed by Williams as one of 
three deputy political leaders of 
the PNM, the oufy one of the 
three of African descent 

He did not seek power, but 
rather urged WSlxarns to stay on 
in 1973 when the latter briefly 
and unexpectedly offered his 
resignation; Chambers was then 
secretly chosen by the party 
leadership as its next leader 
when Williams died. Chambers 
was die least well-known of the 
deputy leaders and was far 
from the obvious choice, but he 
nevertheless emerged ahead of 
his two East Indian colleagues, 
a revealing indication of how 
much ethnicity mattered in 
Trinidadian politics. 

His legacy was awkward in 
the extreme. The oil price 
boom which had launched 
Trinidad and Tobago into a 
frenzy of public and private 
spending in the late 1970s was 
beginning to turn sour and 
elections were due. Chambers 
shuffled his cabinet, took on the 
finance portfolio himself, ter- 
minated a few extravagant pro- 
jects such as a horse-racing 
complex, settled a number of in- 
dustrial disputes, made himself 
accessible to the press, held 
consultations with the people 
and promised, in a persuasive 
slogan, that “what's wrong must 
be put right". Not withstanding 
the deep, structural problems 
feeing the economy, it was 
enough to turn around the 
PNM’s flagging political for- 
tunes and bring about a super- 
ficially resounding victory in 
elections in November 1981. 

Yet the reality was that, 
amidst a low turn-out and sig- 
nificant opposition support, the 





hold- 

case. Chambers was 

'SSS&fez 

• i ..H pt When elections 

^ next held m ^19^, it 

iopciwer without interruption 
for theprevious 30 years, woukl 
lose massively to the new Ra- 
tional Alliance for Recon- 

struc£ioD(NAR)whichwonafl 

but three of the?6 seals in the 

House of Representatives. 
Chambers lost his own seat 
and disappeared from politics. 

The major external crisis 
which preoccupied Chambers 
during his time as prime min- 
ister was the revolution «* 
neighbouring Grenada. He 
took a notably more concilia- 
toxy line than other Caribbean 
Community (Caricom) lead- 
ers in diplomatic discussions 
with the Grenadian leadership 
and at one time seemed to have 
come dose to persuading the 
regime to hold elections. It 

also fell to him to chair the Cari- 
com summit which met in 
THnidad at the time of the rev- 
olution’s collapse in October 
1983 and at which other Cari- 
com leaders concealed from 
their regional colleagues their 
intention to take part in the US- 
led invasion. 

George Chhmbere’s subse- 
quent statement to the Trinidad 
parliament made no attempt to 



Chambers: casting his vote, 
1986 Photograph: Popperfboo 

conceal the personal offence he 
felt at this deception and noted 
that it was ‘'regrettable that mil- 
itary intervention of this nature 
has been imported into the 
Commonwealth Caribbean’’. It 
was the reaction of a principled 
man and a fitting commentary 
upon his core values. 

- Anthony Payne 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

OWEN: Ivan Dak DL, peacefully at 
borne on 12 November after a shon 
fflness. Beloved husband of Maureen 
and father of Justin, Julian and the 
late Jason. Private funeral. Thanks- 
giving service at All Saints Church, 
nsnanh on Saturday LI November a I 
Hum. Family flowers only, but if de- 
sired donations to the Armv Benev- 
otcotftind.41 Queen’s Gaiei London 
SW7 5 HR or to the Architects 
Benevolent Society, 60 Portland 
Place, London WtN 4AD. 

PACE: Jean Margaret (nee Sievrst), 
peacefully at home in her 95tfa year, 
on Thursday |J November 1W7. 
Funeral at Cambridge City Crema- 
torium East Chapel cm Friday No- 
vember at 2.15pm. 

For Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS, please telephone 0(71-293 
2012 or hot to 0171-293 2010. Chuns 
are £6.50 a Bne (VAT extra). 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TODAY; Prince Edward, Diblu, The Duke 

uTBUiiibtirth'%A»ani F lwsisailmnerontiuird 
HMY finUJWu, in lhe Fuot p{ LntHk’O, for ihc 
Founder Charm Member* of The Duke nf Ed- 
inburgh's A«ud Charter for Btaincn. 
TOMORROW: Prince Edward, Proukul, ji. 
lends Uk Twctnv-finj Annjvcr-irv Gab per- 
[ufmaiKc preen by Uk NtUwual Youth Music 
Theatre at the Paiam Theatre. London Wl. 
PWncaai Margaret 41 lends -Sure of ibe 
Might', a Gala of Dance at Her Mjfcstt's 
Theatre. London Wl, to celebrate the amii- 
gamalkw of the Benoh Institute and the Kov- 
al Acadcm* of Dancing, 

Changing of the Guard 

TODAY! The Household Cavalry Mourned 
Regiment mounts Ibe Queen's Lite Guard at 
Hone Guards, llsm; Is Battalion The Roy- 
al Rceunent of Wile* mounts the Queen's 
Guard, ai Buckingham Mace, ItJtfam. 
hand provided by the WeWi Guards. TO- 
MORROW: The Household Credits Mimnt- 
«d Regiment muons the Queen's Life Guard 
at Horse Guards, Khun. 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr Ed Asner, actor, 6& Mr 
Howard Baker, lawyer and senator, 
72; Mr J.G. Ballard, science-fiction 
author, 67; Mr John M. Banfidd, for- 
mer chairman. Mobil OH, 50; Mr 
Daniel Barenboim, pianist and con- 
ductor, 55: Mr Andrew Castle, ten- 
nis player and broadcaster, 34; Sir 
Geoffrey Chandler, chairman. 
Amnesty International Business 
Group, 75; Miss PE tula Clark anger 
and actress, 65; Mr Andr6 Deutsch, 
publisher, SO: Professor Peter Dick- 
inson, pianist and composer, 63; Mr 
Martin Hammond, headmaster of 
Tonbridge School, 53; Mr John Hob- 
bouse, former chairman, RSPCA, 87; 
Miss Paula Kahn, former chief ex- 
ecutive and chairman, Longman 
Group, 57; Mr Brian Low, High 
Commissioner to Papua New 
Guinea, 60; Lard Madczy of Ard- 
breckxush, former MP, 59: Mr David 
Rae Smith, chartered accountant, 78; 
i Mr Paul Raymond, impresario, 72; 
{ The Rev Canon Eric Staples, former 
! chaplain to lhe Oueen, 87; Mr Sam 
’ Waterston, actor, 57; Sir Roger 
Young, former principal, George 
Watson's College, Edinburgh, 74. 
TOMORROW: Professor Chinua 
Achcbe, novelist, poet and educa- 
tionalist, 67: Mr Peter Ainsworth MR 
4!; Mr Michael BilUnglon, author 
and broadcaster, 58; Mss Lisa Booet, 
actress, 30; Mr Frank Bruno, boxer, 
36; Mr Willie Carson, jockey, 55; Mr 
Tbny de Leeuw. composer, 71; Sir 
John Hanson, Director-General, 
British Council, 59; Sir Colin Mar- 
shall, chairman, British Airways, 64; 
Miss Joanna PetteL 0m actress, 53; 
Mr Grill Rhys Jones, actor and 
writer, 44; Sir GQes Shaw, farmer MP. 
66; The Rev Canon Herbert Stuart, 
Canon Emeritus, Lincoln Cathe- 
dral, 71; Sr Edward Tomkins, former 
ambassador, 82; Sir Magdi Irhcoub, 
card! ci thoracic surgeon. 62; Profes- 
sor Michael Zander, Professor of 
Law, LSE. 6S. 


Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births; William Pitt the El- 
der. First Earl of Chatham, states- 
man, 1708; Georgia O'Keeffe, 
painter. 1887; Emin Johannes Eu- 
gen Rommel, field marshal, 1891; 
Aneurin Bevan, statesman, 1897; 
Sir SachevercU Sitwell Bt, poet and 
author, 1897; Hnmish Hamilton, 
publisher, 1900. Deaths: George 
Romney, portrait painter, 1802; 
Jean Gabin (Jean Moncorge), actor, 
1976. On this day. Isaac Pitman pub- 
lished his shorthand system, 1837; 
London was flooded when the 
Thames rose by over 28 feet, f 875; 
the first assembly took place of the 
League of Nations. 1920; Today is 
the Feasi Day of Saints Abibus. 
Gurias and Samonas, St Albert the 
Great. St Desidmus or Didier of Co- 
llars, St pintan of Rheinau, St 
Leopold of Austria and St Male or 
Madiums. 

TOMORROW: Birth* Tiberius, 
Roman emperor, 42 BC; William 
Fiend de Morgan, artist and novel- 
ist, 1839; Sir Oswald Ernald Mosley, 
Fascist leader, 1896. Death* James 
Ferguson, astronomer. 1776; William 
dart Gable, film actor, i960; Arthur 
Bowden Askey, comedian, 1983. On 
this day; Washington was captured 
by British arxjpi J77fc 0w Suez 
Canal was formally opened at Port 
Said, 1869; Today is the Feast Day 
of St Afaa, St Agnes of Assisi,St Ed- 
mund of Abingdon, Si Eucherim of 
Lyons, St Gertrude of Hdfta, St Mar- 
garet of Scotland, St MecbtikJis of 
Hdfta and St Nikon “Metanoetle”. 


Lectures 

TODAY 

British Museums Rnwena Luver- 
ance, "TheSuaon Hoo Ship Burial". 
1.15pm- 

TOMORROW 

National Portrait Gallery: Paul 
Webb, “Jack Hawkins”. 3pm. 


FAITH & REASON 


Confessions of a 47/52ths church-goer 


Church attendance is down 
again, Paul Handley has a 
sneaking suspicion that the 
problem is not dull sermons, 
trendy vicars or women 
priests. It is him. 

Ask me how often I go to church, and 
I will say, smugly, every week. Ask me 
where I was on the last Sunday in Au- 
gust, and I will say driving down the M6 
on' the way back from Ayr. Ask me 
where I was on the first Sunday in June, 
and I will say cleaning up the holiday 
cottage before the lunchtime deadline. 
Ask me where I was those first week* 
ends in October, and HI say coping with 
the children at home because their 
mother was sick. And so on. Then ask 
me again how often I go to church, and 
Til say, probably with the same smug- 
ness, every week. 

To a church statistician, that trip 
down the M6 and those swipes with the 
J-doth mean that I cease to be a per- 
son. I become, instead, ay, 47/52ths of 
a person; whatever I think about my 
presence in church, there is 10 per cent 
less of me. I am guilty, then, for the de- 
cline in church attendance which has 
featured in so many stories over the 
years. I am responsible for the de- 


pressed air worn by so many clergymen 
and the too -bright smiles worn by so 
many of the Church’s spin-doctors. That 
estimated 21-per-cent drop in church 
attendance between 1980 and 2 000, 
from 4.8 million to 3.8 million, has been 
taken to signify a vast exodus of disaf- 
fected churchgoers, fed up with the 
women priests or dull conservatism or 
trendy-lefty leadership or the wrong 
hymns, according to which newspaper 
you read- It’s not It’s me. 

All right, it is also church-goers dy- 
ing and not being replaced; and peo- 
ple who look up in the middle of a 
sermon one day and say to themselves, 
“I don’t believe any of this”; and peo- 
ple who now have to work on Sundays. 
But these are compensated for, to a de- 
gree, by children being born and 
brought to church; and people who dis- 
cover that church communities are 
land and un exploiting places to be. 

The trend to attend church less fre- 
quently is a large and hitherto unmea- 
sured factor in the overall statistical 
picture. Now there is support for this 
theory; newly uncovered figures (a re- 
spectable 3,287-strong sample in the 
British Social Attitudes survey) show 
that only 20 per cent of those who say 
they belong to a religion claim to wor- 
ship every week. (Interestingly, only 3 
per cent say they worship fortnightly. 


This is probably because, like me, few 
actually intend to worship fortnightly: 
it just works out that way.) Another 30 
per cent attend somewhere between 
once a month aad once a year. The 
straightforward head-coum is too blunt 
a method to register that the people it 
counts one week are not the same as 
they were the previous week. One 
church in Huddersfield has counted the 
different local people who have at- 
tended at some time during the past 
three months. The official attendance 
figure for that church is 63; yet over the 
three months the churchwardens' tal- 
ly came to 159. If the Church really 
wants to count its constituency, it 
shouldn't use a Polaroid: it needs a 
movie camera. 

One implication of this is that the 
Church should relax a bit more about 
its identity and its market penetration. 
Mission need not mean knocking on the 
doors of hostile strangers; it ought, 
rather, to beabout finding ways to serve 
this large community which flows in and 
out of the churches, sometimes leaving 
its mark, often not; not asking much of 
the church hierarchy, because not ex- 
pecting much. 

Another implication, though, ought 
to cause the Churches more anxiety. If 
people feel guilty and uncomfortable 
about staying away from church, all is 


well: the assumption that God resides 
in some way in the institutional Church, 
and perhaps in the church bud dings re- 
mains in tael. But if people are choos- 
ing whether or not to go to church, and 
dan t mind, then either their con- 
sriences are dulled (a poss&ffily ) or God 
is with them and doesn’t mind either. 

In some ways it is easier for the 
Churches to believe that they look out 
of their heavy wooden doors at a world 
of spiritual ignorance and suspicion. If 
on the other hand, the non-attendere 
are ail-too-familiar with what the 
Church is like, and are making an in- 
tanned and intelligent choice not to eo 
too often, this is for more of a challenge. 
After all. if you had a choice, would you 
join an institution where, just in the oast 
week, one group has threatened to 
break away because of the prospect of 
women bishops another group has 
threatened the same thing over ho- 
mosexuals; and the officials coordi- 
nating tiie resumption of talks between 
Methodists and Anglicans have ad- 
mitted that there’s no point in think- 

ft^ture? The surprising thing about 

*«e new figures is not that «, many 

go to church; it's that they should 
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Lonrho loses its glister as the price of gold 

markeTSport ■ .... - 




DEREK PAIN 


The slump in the price of 
gold is having a dev astating 
impact on the shares of Lon- 
rtm, the international trading 
group once dominated fay Tiny 
Rowland. With the bullion 
around a 12-year low, the 
shares fell a further 4p to 
86p, worst level for four years. 
As the gold price has col- 


~ ^ — * — 

coed, Lonrho has found itself 
under intense pressure. The 
classic pincer movement has 
occurred at a time the group 
is out of favour with a stock 
market acutely baffled by its 
reshaping and involvement 
with South Africa’s unquoted 
Tavistock Colieries. 

Profits in the year to Sep- 
tember last year more than 
halved to £78m. They were 
sharply down at the interim 
stage and there are worries 
about the outcome for the year 
ended Jast September. 


Lonrho’s deeper South 
African involvement is already 
a protracted affair. If the deal 
is completed it wfl) created the 
republic’s largest coal mining 
operation and give Jd, the 
South African group, 29.9 per 
cent of Lonrho, largely 
through a deal with Anglo 
American. 

Due diligence has been 
completed. According to JC1 
“complex finalisation arrange- 
ments" are still outstanding. 
This could indicate haggling 
over the price, with Lonrho 
seeking to renegotiate the 
£21 Om indicated in early 
September. 

Although Lonrho has put 
through a number of deals in 
its bid to become a pure min- 
ing group it has stdl to com- 
plete several, including the sale 
of its high-profile Princess 
Hotels chain. 

The deteriorating outlook 


for metals has also hit other 
producers such as RioTmto 
and Billiton. 

At oije time Footsie was up 
903 points. But its advance 
lacked conviction. Even before 
New York lost a modest early 
gain the index was in retreat 
and by the dose had to be con- 
tent with a 305 gain to 4,741.8. 
The FTSE 250 index made 
headway but the FTSE Small- 
Cap index was pulled down as 
some dealers backed at its con- 
stituents. 

Rolls-Royce, up 19p at 
236.5 p, was the best perform- 
ing blue chip as the aero en- 
gine orders continued to fly in. 
Delta, the US airline, has se- 
lected Rolls 'Bent engines in 
a deal worth S260m with a po- 
tential value of more than 
$1.5bn. 

Bine Circle Industries 
gained 13p to 343p on a ru- 
moured Cazenove push and a 


boardroom shake-up at 
Caradon, the building mate- 
rials group, lifted the shares 
145p to 182p. It purchased 2 
million shares at 179 J>p. 

Norwich Union, at one 
time up 16.75p on another 
takeover buzz, ' ended lp 
higher at 364-5p as, itseemed, 
many small shareholders 
rushed to take advantage of 
the rumour. The London & 


Share spotlight 
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Manchester insurance group 
aUractedsotne speculative at- 
tention, up 19p at 476 Jp. 

Allied Domecq, on restruc- 
turing hopes, dim bed 21p to 
52 2p, and Bass was l9.5p 
higher at 861_5p. Goldman 
Sachs suggest the shares are 
“significantly undervalued''. 

The US securities house 
says: “Investors looking for 
havens of value have a lot to 
go for. Our analysts suggests 
that Bass’ balance sheet is 
significantly under-rep resen- 
. tatzve of true asset value. We 
estimate up to £700m of prop- 
erty value does not appear on 
the balance sheet.” 

■ Cash-rich Associated 
British Foods rose 22L5p to 
540p on vague talk it may have 
identified a takeover target. 
Northern Foods, expected to 
produce interim profits of 
£69m against £57.8m next 
week, put cm a further 4p to 


261-5p following buy advice 
from a number of qnaiters. 

J Sainsburv. taking 21 an- 
alysts to the US to see its strug- 
gling Shaw’s supermarket 
chain, rose 9J25p to 495p. 

FirstBus, likely to capture 
Bristol Airport, advanced 9 l5p 
to 2353p with Stagecoach 
moving ahead 42p to 813_5p 
in support 

Newcomer BCH, a vehicle 
management business, mo- 
tored to 2DZ5p from a 190p 
placing. 

Hat Pin fell 15p to 5Z5p. 
The recruitment services 

group gmre a profit waiaing be- 
cause of what it called “an un- 
usually low level" of moves by 
advertising personnel. 

The Anglesey Mining run 

came to a halt, with the shares 

off 3.25p to 13.25p. On Ofex 
Crediton Minerals, on the 
prospect of Devon gold, rose 
a further 3p to 2 6p. 


TAKING STOCK 

Advanced Pewer Compo- 
nents, which achieved the dis- 
tinction of producing a 

profits warning just three 
months after arriving on the 

market, held at 59,5p* The 
shares were floated at 70p. A 
profit of £L5m had been ex- 
pected bat stockbroker Henry 

Cooke Lamsden believes the 

company will have to settle 
for around £9ttMWGwhen it 
reports nest month. For the 
c u rrent year Henry Cooke is 
looking for £L5m- ARC 
iwulfBi components for the in- 
tegrated services digital net- 
work and should benefit from 
ST’S plans to make a high- 
speed Internet service avail- 
able to every borne through 
an ISDN upgrade. 

Talk of corporate exci t e men t 
at ItaDow Oil is going the 
rounds a gain. The shores 
jumped lOp to I36p, a new 
dosing high. BG is one 
name in the frame. 
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Chairman attacks 
Liberty family on 
'back door’ tactics 







The board of Liberty, the 
troubled retailer, yesterday 
attacked the company’s founding 
family, saying its attempt to oust 
the group’s chairman would 
destabilise the business and place 
the remaining directors in an 
untenable position. Denis Cassidy, 
chairman, said that instead of 
attempting a 'back door 
takeover’, the family should make 
a formal bid or back off. Nigel Cope, 
City Correspondent, reports on a 
bitter battle. 


Launching an offensive against the 
Stewart- Liberty family and the rebel share- 
holder. Bryan Myerson, Mr Cassidy said 
their behaviour was wholly inappropriate 
for a public company. “It's shareholders be- 
having badly." he said. “If they want to run 
it as a family business then they should 
make an offer to all shareholders. But what 
we have is a couple of shareholders be- 
having as if this is a private company of 
which they are proprietors.” 

He accused the family and Mr Myerson 
of forming an “unlikely and short term al- 
liance” to gain control of the business with- 
out paying a premium. Mr Cassidy said that 
if the family successfully ousted him as 
chairman and replaced him with Mr 
Myerson and Odile Griffith, the family's 
financial representative, then the rest of 
the board would be placed in an untenable 
position. “Presumably they too may also 
be threatened with removal," Mr Cassidy 
said. In a circular sent to shareholders yes- 
terday, the board said the family’s plans 
would threaten the strategy of the company 
at a crucial time. It said Liberty’s entire set 
of advisers would resign if Mr Cassidy was 
ousted. In addition to Cazenove, these in- 
clude Barings, its financial advisers, and 
Slaughter and May. its lawyers. 

It also said that Barclays would recon- 
sider its position regarding the £40m re- 
development of the flagship Regent Street 
store if the family's plans to remove Mr Cas- 
sidy were successful. 


The family rejected the board’s accu- 
sations as “nonsense". Ms Griffith said it 
would make no difference if all the group’s 
advisers resigned as replacements could 
easily be found. She also said that the fam- 
ily were quite happy to work with the re- 
mainder of the board and that the family 
had written to them to dial effect “We are 
not intending to appoint a lot of patsies to 
the board that will take instructions from 
us,” Ms Griffith said. 

She said the family had decided to 
remove Mr Cassidy because they did not 
support his plans to spend £43m on 
redeveloping the Regent Street store. 
“We accept that the store needs improve- 
ment with air conditioning and escalators 
but we do not believe that £43m is 
appropriate.” 

The board wfli now try to win enough 
support to defeat the resolution to remove 
Mr Cassidy at the emergency meeting, 
which bas been set for 1 1 December. This 
win be diffi cult as the family and Mr 
Myerson control 44 per cent of the shares 
between them. 

The board win start talking to institu- 
tional investors immediately. They control 
23 per cent of the shares while the extended 
Stewart- Liberty family controls an addi- 
tional 27 per cent. The family is also set 
Go lobby for additional support and will send 
out its response to the board’s circular 
shortly. 

Mr Cassidy was in reflective mood 
yesterday on his decision to join liberty 
in the first place. “I turned the job down 
on a number of occasions before accept- 
ing it I do not regret coming in because 
it is a lovely business with a good team. It 
just needs a little push. But if I'm herded 
off then I will regret having wasted two and 
a half years of my life.” 

He also warned that if he was ousted 
“it would be a savage blow to small busi- 
nesses which seek to recruit professional 
managers”. 

The Liberty board, which put the 120- 
year-old business up for sale earlier this 
month, said it had received several ex- 
pressions of interest both from UK and 
overseas groups. The company is currently 
valued at £85m at yesterday's share price 
of 375p, down 20p yesterday. 




Moves to merge marques; VWh intervention turns the battle for ownership of Rolls into an auction between as many as seven big foreign car groups 


Bro^n to I 
code for ft 


Volkswagen joins bidders for Rolls-Royce cars 


The prospects of the Rolls-Royce luxury car 
maker re maining in British hands all but 
disappeared yesterday alter Volkswagen of 
Germany threw its hat in the ring. VWs 
intervention turns the battle for ownership 
of Rolls info an auction between as many 
as seven big car groups, all of them foreign. 

Reports from Germany yesterday sug- 
gested that VW had already made a bid 
and had all but won the contest But a 
spokesman for parent company Vickers, 
which put Rolls up for sale three weeks ago, 
dismissed this as “nonsense”. 

BMW of German has already confirmed 
that it is interested in buying Rolls and, de- 


spite a denial yesterday, Daimler-Benz is 
also thought to be contemplating a bid. 

All three main US car groups -General 
Motors, Ford and Chrysler - are believed 
to be eyeing Rolls although, again, GM yes- 
terday denied it was interested. The other 
possible bidder is Fiat of Italy, which owns 
F e r r a ri and Alfa Romeo. 

Industry observers said they doubted 
whether any British bid would now emerge 
following the collapse of the planned 
£lbn hostile bid for Videos by the car com- 
ponents and engineering group Mayflower. 

It was pointed out that only large car 
companies with deep pockets and specialist 


knowledge of the business were likely to 
bid. Since BMW bought Rover three 
years ago, Britain no longer has a UK- 
owned volume car maker. 

Analysts estimates of Rolls' value range 
from £250m to £600tn. It & reckoned to 
make profits of about £21m a year. But any 
buyer would probably have to invest a fur- 
ther £500m to renew the model range. 

German press reports said that VW had 
made an informal offer that was likely to 
be accepted. But a Vickers spokesman said: 
“The deal is not done, that is wrong. The 
timetable goes well into next year and the 
deal may not be done until the spring.” 


He also pointed out that Lazar ds. 
Vickers financial advisers, had not yet sent 
out the Memorandum of Sale to Interested 
parties and was still in the process of reg- 
istering expressions of interest. 

Another observer said: “There is a 
peculiar German dynamic to all this. 
BMW. VW and Daimler delight in tweak- 
ing each other’s tails. In particular. VW 
likes the idea of taking the battle on to 
BMW's forecourts.” BMW has been 
approached by a dozen wealthy Rolls 
owners asking to be included in any bid it 
decides to make. 

- Michael Harrison 




Tax policy on directors’ pensions challenged 


The Inland Revenue is 
facing a legal challenge 
over a new practice of 
imposing a 40 per cent 
tax charge on lump sum 
pension payments made 
to directors who retire 
early but continue to 
work for the company. 
Separately, pension 
actuaries warned 
interest rates under 
EMU would be driven up 
unless Europe^ trillion- 
pound pension liabilities 
were addressed. 

Andrew Verity reports. 


The pensions industry is 
preparing to seek a judicial re- 
view over the Inland Revenue’s 
practice of taxing lump-sums 
previously thought to be tax- 


free. The practice, which the in- 
dustry believes is part of the 
Government’s “spend-to-save” 
dampdown on tax loopholes, 
has led to many directors of 
small companies paying unex- 
pected six-figure sums in tax. 

The Revenue’s Pension 
Schemes Office is targeting di- 
rectors who retire and draw 
pension benefits, but stay on the 
board in a reduced role - usu- 
ally as a non-executive director 
or as a consultant 

The Revenue claims this 
breaks rules that bar people 
from working once they have 
drawn their pension benefits 
from company schemes. It is 
applying the practice even to 
unpaid, non-executive direc- 
tors. 

The Association of Pen- 
sioner Thistees. which repre- 
sents trustees of small company 
pension schemes, is preparing 
to mount a legal challenge over 


what it claims is an un-an- 
nounced change of practice. 

Further, the Revenue bas 
told the APT that the practice 
is universal and could apply to 
any member of an occupational 
pension scheme who retires 
early but then resumes working 
for the same employer. ft)ten- 
tialty, any employee who, after 
drawing a tax-free lump sum, 
stays oa the pay-roll could be hit 
with a retrospective tax charge. 

The APT says that while the 
Inland Revenue claims the 
practice is universal, it is also 
targeting directors of small 
companies, many of whom stay 
on the board purely to hand 
over the reigns to successors. 

In one example, a director 
of a packaging business, who 
asked not to be named, retired 
in 1992 with a lump sum pay- 
ment of more than £400,000. 
He had remained on die board 
while the company was being 


wound-down. Adrian Wbdding- 
ham, of actuaries Barnett 
Waddingbam, said: “I have 
complained to the Revenue 
that the only cases that have 
been brought to my attention 
are controlling directors. But 
the Revenue has told me this 
does apply to larger companies. 
There are countless examples 
of directors retiring early but 
working for them later." 

While the Revenue insists it 
has not changed its practice, the 
rules are by no means univer- 
sally applied. Gillian Shepherd, 
the former education minister, 
said when still in government 
that she “had no objection” to 
teachers retiring early and then 
resuming work for their edu- 
cation authority. Lump sums 
have remained tax-free. 

In a separate development, 
the Association of Consulting 
Actuaries warned that interest 
rates would rise under EMU if 


governments did not address 
the issue of unfunded pension 
liabilities. 

The. issue caused a great 
deal of controversy following a 
report from the House of Com- 
mons select committee, led by 
then-backbencher Frank Field 
Mr Field, now minister for 
welfare reform at the DSS, said 
before the election that be be- 
lieved it made no economic 
sense for Britain or any other 
country to join a single 
currency. 

Paul Thornton, chairman 
of the association, warns that 
EMU convergence criteria fail 
to account for the liabilities, 
which across Europe amount to 
more than £l,000bn. While 
Britain has more than £750bn 
in funded pensions, Italy, 
France, Germany and Spain 
have giant future liabilities be- 
cause of generous benefits paid 
for from taxes. 
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Standard Life set to take on 
banks with phone account 


US sales figures put fear 
of inflation in retreat 


The competition for 
bank customers will 
intensify next year when 
Standard Life launches a 
telephone-based account 
to rival those offered by 
the high street banks, 
other insurers and new 
entrants like the 
supermarkets and 
Virgin. Tom Stevenson, 
Financial Editor, reports. 


Standard Life, one of the 
staunchest defenders of mutu- 
ality, is to take on the hi gh street 
banks by Launching a telephone- 
based banking service next year. 
The life insurer said yesterday 
it bad applied to the Bank of 
England for a banking licence, 
a prerequisite for a company 
wanting to take deposits. 

A spokesman at the Edin- 
burgh-based group said Stan- 
dard Life was hopeful of 


receiving the go-ahead from the 
Bank within the next few weeks 
and would start taking deposits 
early next year. It hopes to roll 
out a full range of services 
soon afterwards. 

Standard Life is Europe’s 
biggest mutual life insurer with 
more than 4 million policy- 
holders and assets worth more 
than £57bn. It said yesterday it 
was in the final stages of ap-. 
plying for its banking licence. 

Launching a banking service 
will not be a carpet-baggers 
charter, the group said yester- 
day. The bank will be a wholly 
owned subsidiary and opening 
an account will not confer 
membership. Anyway, Stan- 
dard remained committed to 
mutuality, its spokesman said. 

Standard’s service will op- 
erate from a call centre in Ed- 
inburgh, where it is based. It will 
tun in parallel with a deposit ac- 
count from the Bank of Scot- 
land where it currently directs 
funds from maturing policies. 


Until recently Standard life 
and Bank of Scotland had a 
close relationship, with the in- 
surer owning 32 per cent of the 
bank. Last year it raised £678m 
by placing all but 2J5 per cent 
of that stake. 

Standard Life's decision 
marks the latest intensification 
of the competition for deposits, 
with supermarkets such as 
Tfesco and Sainsbuiy’s able to 
offer attractive deposit rates be- 
cause they are not weighed 
■ down by the high costs of the 
branch-based high street banks. 

Last year, Prudential, Brit- 
ain’s biggest life insurer, moved 
into banking and was quickly 
followed by Scottish Widows 
and Friends Provident. Richard 
Branson's Virgin has respond- 
ed by offering an all in one 
mortgage and banking service. 

Standard Life's banking 
operation will be headed by Jim 
Spowart, who set up Direct 
line’s telephone-banking 
business. 


The latest figures on the US 
economy helped the financial 
markets stay calm yesterday. 
The Dow Jones index had bare- 
ly moved by late morning, while 
a bout of profit-taking brought 
the dollar back from an earli- 
er level of ¥127.15. 

Evidence of weaker-than- 
expected retail sales and prices 
at the factory gate in October 
built on the sense of reasurance 
Alan Greenspan, the Federal 
Reserve Chairman, had im- 
parted earlier in the week. 
Although other indicators have 
confirmed that the economy is 
booming, with unemployment 
at its lowest for a quarter 
cennny. the Fed refrained from 
raising interest rates this week 
because of the recent stock 
market turbulence. 

Retail sales fell by 0.2 per 
cent in October because of a big 
drop in car sales for the second 
month running. Excluding cars, 
the total was 0.4 per cent high- 
er during the month. 

Retail spending is expected 


to pick up in the next month or 
two. “With Christmas just 
around the comer, stronger 
income growth bodes well for 
holiday sales," said Jonathan 
BasDe, an economist at HSBC 
Markets in New York. 

Prices charged by manufac- 
turers edged up by 6.1 per cent 
last month, but remained 02 per 
cent lower than a year earlier. 
“Core” prices, excluding the 
volatile food and energy com- 
ponents, were flat in the month. 

But their level in the latest 
three months compared with a 
year earlier has picked up 
sharply to l.l per cent, sug- 
gesting that producer prices 
have might passed their trough. 

Despite the favourable figures 
yesterday, October's industrial 
output statistics, due on Monday, 
are expected to confirm that the 
economy is running at full ca- 
pacity. If SO, this will re ign l ie (he 
concerns about inflation trig- 
gered by last week's evidence on 
the tight jobs market. 

- Diane Coyle 


RJB Mining, the embattled 
owner of the English coalfields, 
yesterday secured a deal to 
preserve colliery Jobs after 
Eastern agreed to buy at least 
12 million tonnes of coal over 
the next three years. 

Eastern, Britain’s fourth 
biggest electricity generator 
with a 10 percent market share, 
has agreed to boy 4 million 
tonnes a year for three years 
from next April with an option 
to continue the agreement for 
a further two years. 

However, the deal only cov- 
ers about half Eastern's coal re- 
quirements and represents less 
coal than it is currently being 
supplied with by RJB. 

There are fears that as many 
as seven of the company’s pits 
may have to close next year if 
it fails to secure enough long- 
term contracts with the three big 
fossil fuel generators. 

Under its existing contracts 
RJB supplies 30 million tonnes 
a year to Eastern. National 
Power and PbwerGen and still 
needs to tie down deals cover- 
ing 85 per cent of its output for 
electricity generation. 

Eastern and RJB declined to 
comment on the price they had 
agreed but one report suggest- 
ed the deal was worth £6 00m 
over five years. Charles Kemou 
the Paribas analyst, said: “It's a 
jolly good price ... not a bad 
deal realty.” He added that the 
deal equaled to around L25 
pence a gjgajoulc, though this 
is likely to be a delivered price 
as opposed to a pithead price. 

Delivery, he estimated, would 
reduce tits by around 5 pence a 
gigajoule. Existing contracts in- 
herited from government-owned 
British Coal are thought to be 
worth 150pa giga/ouJe, while the 
world market price is 100p-lQ5p. 

Eastern is pan of the Energy 
Group, subject of an agreed bid 
tytheUS utility, ftdfiCorp.The 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission report on the takeover is 
due to be delivered to the Pres- 
ident of the Board of Ttade 
Margaret Beckett next Friday. 

- Michael Harrison 
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Why change is inevitable at NatWest: 


Something must be about to happen at Na- 
tional Westminster Bank. The press often 
gets it wrong when it turns the spotlight of 
scrutiny on a company in apparent turmoil, 
and much of the recent speculation con- 
cerning NalWest has been misinformed. 
However, the sheer quantity of h, and 
Nat West's continued inability to put a lid 
on it all, would tend to suggest that this is 
more than a problem of public-relations, 
that there are fundamental difGcuitiesand 
processes at work here. Even if something 
is not already afoot, it is likely soon to be. 

Some, at least, of this speculation is 
“ almost bound to prove self fu I filin g 
There are now such clear signs of disarray 
at NatWest that institutional shareholders 
will soon be demanding action, if they 
haven't already. Curiously, though, the best 
informed of this speculation is something 
that definitely won’t happen. This is the 
old chestnut that NatWest should be 
merged with Barclays, a story which was 
probably first Soared by Barclays itself and 
has now taken, on a momentum of its own. 

Nobody can blame Martin Tfcytor, 
chief executive of Barclays, for trying it 
on. If there is any possibility of being able 
to do it. Mr Thylor would be failing his 
shareholders by not pursuing the oppor- 
tunity. The potential for cost savings and 


monopoly profit, if such a transaction 
could be pulled off, might be vast 
The opportunity has also been quite 
deveriy pursued. NatWest seemed to put 
itself in play by holding merger talks, un- 
successfully. first with Abbey National and 
then with the Prudential. If those two 
aren’t prepared to do a deal with NatWsst, 
we certainly would, Barclays seems to be 
saying. At last here’s an opportunity for 
the big league consolidation the British 
banking industry so desperately Deeds, is 
the spin being put on it 

*Ib be fair, MrThytor and his chairman. 
Andrew Buxton, both straightforward 
and realistic bankers, have always ac- 
knowledged that the competition hurdles 
would be formidable and possibly insur- 
mountable. Even so. there seems to be a 
clear and well used strategy being applied 
here, which is that if you float the idea of- 
ten enough, you might eventually wear 
everyone dawn and in time they could 
come to accept your point of view. At the 
very least the possibility of a bid desta- 
bilises a major competitor. 

In troth, the whole thing is not near- 
ly as far down the line as some reports this 
week would suggest There has been no 
approach by Barclays to NatWest and it 
is not altogether dear that the Office of 


Fan Trading has yet been consulted by Bar- 
days on the competition issues. 

On the other hand, there wouldn’t ac- 
tually be a lot of point in Barclays seek- 
ing confidential OFT guidance. It. must 
already know what the answer would be; 
the combined bank would have such a 
dominant share of small business lending, 
retail outlets and credit card business that 
there would be no way of constructing such 
a merger in a manner that would avoid a 
Monopolies and Mergers Commission ref- 
erence. Furthermore, the chances of the 
MMC approving such an anticompetitive 
takeover are so remote as to be scarcely 
worth considering as a possible outcome. 

The whole idea. In olherwords, is just 
a lot of corpora list nonsense. Certainly it 
would be profoundly against the public in- 
terest. It is not even altogether clear it 
would be in the long term interests of 
shareholders either. The size of the man- 
agement task in merging these two or- 
ganisations could easily prove a lethal 
distraction during a period of rapid 
change for the banking iodnstry. 

Already the two main Scottish banks. 
Royal Bank of Scotland and Bank of Scot- 
land, are outmanoeuvring their bigger 
brethren south of the border with new 
forms of low cost, supermarket and gen- 


erally more user friendly ban k i ng . Yes- 
terday brought news that Standard Life 
is p lanning a low cost,higb interest rate, 
H^phonp. hanking service, providing a new, 
-threat to the fat mar gins and profits of the 
established English clearers. 

There may come a day, perhaps five 
years into the single currency after fully 
deregulated, no-frontiers banking -h* 5 . 
become a reality, and the newer forms of 
low cost banking are seriously entrenched 
in the market, when it might be possible ‘ 
for the competition authorities to consider 
such a merger. But for the time being, it 
is a complete non starter. 

Where does that leave NalWest? Like 
Barclays itself, going it alone, seems to be 
the answer. The problem is that NatWest 
has so obviously misjudged and mishan- 
dled its affairs in recent years that i t is not 
at all dear the present regime is up to the 
task. Derek Wtoless, the chief executive, 
has recently set out challenging targets for 
improvement in return on capital and 
costs, which be is determined to achieve. 
He may or may not be given the benefit 
of the doubt by the City. 

Unfortunately, the City does not ap- 
pear inclined to apply the same degree of 
leniency to Lord Alexander, the chairman. 
Hired in the wake of the Blue Arrow de- 


bacle, he seemed initially to do agoodjob 
. in restabilising the bank. He also deserves 
credit for some necessa r y and well exe- 
cuted restructuring, particularly the dis- 
posal of NatWest Corp in the US. But the 
headlong expansion into investment bank- 
ing has proved a costly mistake while 
NatWesfs likely exit from this business 
looks like being as humiliating and sham- 
bolic as that of Barclays. Meanwhile the 

core domestic business seems to have been 

allowed to drift. The same is true of Coutts, 
once a market leader in private banking. 

Some senior management change 
therefore looks pretty much inevitable. 
Round at Barclays, the fiasco of the 
BZW disposal has rather knocked the halo 
from Mr’Ihylor’s head, bnt at least his job 
isn’t in doubt. Such has been the recov- 
ery in Barclays’ fortunes under Mr Tay- 
lor that he needs to do quite a lot wrong 
before he loses his star status in the City. 
Barclays has achieved greater thing? than 
NatWest in the past three years, un- 
doubtedly, but the challenge faced in its 
core domestic business is the same. It is 
very hard to see how it can expand in the 
new forms of low cost banking that will 
eventually sweep the market without un- 
dermining its present margins and cus- 
tomer base. Solutions are in short supply. 


Brown to legislate on fresh 
code for fiscal stability 


The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer plans to 
enshrine his tough 
approach to government 
spending in the law. In 
his ’pre-Budget* 
statement later this 
month, Gordon Brown 
will announce plans to 
legislate on a new code 
for stability in the 
government's finances, 
reports Diane Coyle, 
Economics Editor. 

Proposals for a “fiscal stability 
code" will be one of the highlights 
of the pre-Budget consultative 
statement, of “green Budget”, on 
25 November. Mr Brown will 
extend his commitment to 
openness in economic policy to 
legislation on how lax and 
spending plans should be set 

The Chancellor sees this as 
the logical extension of in- 
creased openness in monetary 
policy, where the requirement 
for the Bank of England to 
meet an inflation target and 
account for its success or fail- 
ure is in the course of being 
incorporated in the law. 

In future, governments will 
be required to publish dear rules 


for public sector borrowing, 
provide full information on the 
public finances at least once a 
year, and account for their suc- 
cess or failure in meeting their 
borrowing targets. The pro- 
posed legislation would also 
enshrine an annual pre-Budget 
consultation exercise. 

The plan is likely to please 
the financial markets, which 
have already broadly welcomed 
the new framework for setting 
interest rate policy. Mr Brown’s 
reputation for austerity is rea- 
sonably well-established but the 
City would regard self-imposed 
restrictions on government 
borrowing as an improvement 

It would put Britain in the 
vanguard in terms of the open- 
ness of setting government 
finances, as only New Zealand 
and Australia have similar 
legally binding restrictions on 
tax and spending policy. 

Elsewhere, the “pre- 
Budget” is expected to confirm 
the Government’s existing com- 
mitment to limit its borrowing 
to no more than its investment 
spending - the “golden rule” - 
and to keep the ratio of debt to 
national output stable. 

It will, however, update the 
forecast for the public fi n a n ces, 
which will look more 
favourable than at the time of 
the July Budget thanks to' the 


strength of the economy. Most 
forecasters now expect the 
Public Sector Borrowing Re- 
quirement for this financial 
year to turn out lower than the 
Government’s £Ilbn target 
The document to be 
published by the Chancellor in 
10 days’ time will include, in 
addition, an analysis of the 
jobs market and the moderni- 
sation of the welfare state; a 
chapter on Britain's competi- 
tiveness; an assessment of fair- 
ness arid lax, which will include 
progress reports of a few of the 
special reviews; and an updat- 
ed economic forecast 

It will not cover public 
sp ending , as the commitment to 
hold to the planning total set by 
the Conservative government 
still stands. The comprehensive 
review of public spending wifl 
be completed by next summer, 
for the subsequent Budget 
A main document will be ac- 
companied by background pa- 
pers, and other announcements 
will follow the Chancellor’s 
Commons statement 

Although the Treasury is hy- 
ing to stop calling it the “Green 
Budget” - because this misled 
people into thinking it was about 
environmental measures only- 
the document will beasbade of 
green, in contrast to tire red hue 
of the actual Budget report 
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When wifl EMU start? The City Analysts’ View. 

The Independent asked analysts Itanc 

ISdn Europe. Paine Webber, ABN Amro, JP Morgan, Deetecta Morgan Greeted 
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Germany’s 
deficit poses 


EMU threat 


Germany’s continuing struggle 
with its budget deficit, high- 
lighted by figures released 
earlier this week, amid jeop- 
ardise EMU, say some of The 
Independent's experts. 

Julian Jessop of Nzkko Eu- 
rope, believes deficit difficulties 
could lead to an “all or noth- 
ing” EMU scenario. He said: 
“If EMU does go ahead, it is 
going to require a flexible in- 
terpretation of rules, leading to 
a broad EMU. But [the deficit] 
also increases the possibility 
that EMU won’t happen at alL” 

On Tuesday, a finance com- 
mission reported that German 
tax revenues would be 
DMJ7Jbn (£5.9bn) lower than 
expected. This has prompted 
worries that the budget deficit 
could exceed 3 percent of GDP, 
the Maastricht “ceiling'’. . 

“We’re forecasting the 
budget deficit will be 3 2 per 
cent of GDP,” said Heather 
Richardson of UBS. 

Other experts believe that 
the budget deficit will fall be- 
lew the 3 per cent level, but that 
the damage to its credibility has 
already been done. “Schemes 
like interest swaps, whilst be- 
ing within the letter of the 
law, are certainly against the 
spirit of the Maastricht Treaty,” 
remarked Mr Jessop. 


IN BRIEF 


IT firms lead the laggards 
among AIM companies 

Mold-media and information technology companies dom- 
inate the list of worst-performing companies on the Alter- 
native Investment Market (AIM). According to figures 
compiled by Datastream and 1CV , the poorest performers 
since AIM was launched in June 1995 have been Omnimedia. 
a multimedia group, and First Technology, a media company, 
which both recorded a 98 per cent decline in their share price. 
Other poor performers included Club partners International, 
a golf course operator (minus 94 per cent) and Hansom, a 
taxicab dealership (minus 89 per cent ). The best performer 
has been Westmont Energy, an oil company whose shares 
have soared from 15p to 138-5p, a rise of 823 per cenL Other 
high flyers were Abacus Recruitment (plus 647 per cent) and 
Celtic Football Club (plus 320 per cent). 

Banks’ ratings fall in Japan 

The credit ratings of three more Japanese banks were down- 
graded by IBCA yesterday. The credit rating agency lowered 
ratings for the Asahi Bank- the Bank of Yokohoma and the 
Tokai Bank, saying that “the fall in stock prices threatens 
large valuation losses on the banks' now excessively large stock 
investments”. And the misery for the Japanese banks 
looked set to continue, as the Nikkei hit its lowest level for 
two years with a 334.75 point fall to 15,082^2. The latest 
Nikkei fall reflects disappointment over a package of policy 
proposals designed to bolster economic growth- 

Energy firm to cut tariffs 

Independent Energy, the AIM-listed electricity supplier, is 
offering to cut 15 per cent from the electricity bills of small 
businesses when the market is thrown open to competition 
next April. The reduction is worth just under £2,000 a year 
on an average bill of £13,000. 

Eastern accepts Offer curb 


Accountants settle De Lore an case 


Siemens buys US power business 


The taxpayer is to get back just £3m 
after the Government yesterday set- 
tied its 12-year battle to extract dam- 
ages from the auditors of the failed 
Belfast car company, De Lorean. 

The two sides yesterday agreed to 
settle their long legal tussle outside 
court with Arthur Andersen, the in- 
ternational firm of accountants agree- 
ing to pay the Government £18m 
compared with its claim of £300m. 
However, the Government’s legal 
costs since the case began in 1985 are 
estimated to have reached £I5m- 

It will have to shoulder these itself, 
having decided to continue action 


against Arthur Andersen in the US 
courts after a New York judge threw 
out its lawsuit alleging conspiracy. 
fraud and negligence in February. 

The Government’s case was that 
Arthur Andersen failed to alert it to 
frauds taking place at De Lorean and' 
the parlous state of its finances. The 
company set up by John De Lorean 
in West Belfast to build his gufi-^inged 
sports car collapsed in 1982 after soak- 
ing up £77m of taxpayers’ money. 

Arthur Andersen’s defence was 
that the Government had been aware 
ea rly on of the company’s financial 
problems but bad been determined 


to keep it open for political reasons. 

The case had been due to begin in 
New York earty next year. Arthur An- 
dersen is still fighting a SlOOm claim 
brought in parallel by David Allard, 
the trustee in bankruptcy for the De 
Lorean company. A spokesman for 
Arthur Andersen said: “Since we 
have reached a sound, sensible and 
reasonable agreement with the Gov- 
ernment perhaps there is scope for a 
similar agreement with the trustee.” 

Arthur Andersen has paid a heavy 
price in other ways. It has not had a 
government contract for 12 years. 

- Michael Harrison 


Siemens, the German electronics and 
engineering giant, yesterday strength- 
ened its grip on the power station mar- 
ket by acquiring the power generation 
business of Westinghouse of the US 
for $l-5bn (£384m). 

The deal lifts Siemens into num- 
ber two position in the world's £30bn 
power generation market, behind 
General Electric of the US, and 
creates a grouping with sales of £4ibn. 

Siemens bought the NEI Parsons 
power generation business from Rolls- 
Royce earlier this year. 

The agreement involves only West- 
inghouse’s fossil-fuel power station 


business. The US group is seeking sep: 
arate buyers for its nuclear energy sys- 
tems business and another division 
which handles nuclear material for the 
US military and Department of 
Energy. 

Westinghouse ’s power generation 
business bas a workforce of 8,000 and 
sales last year of $22bn. It supplies gas 
turbines and steam turbines. Siemens 
Power Generation bad sales last year 
of £3-2bn and has 11,500 employees. 
Ibgether the two businesses will con- 
trol about 12 per cent of the market 
compared with GE^ 15 per cent. 

- A/lkhaei Harrison 


u ycsicruay oecame me ursi oi me regional 

power companies (REC) to accept the new price controls 
imposed by the regulator Offer. Customers will receive a 12 
percent reduction in bills over two years starting next April, 
worth £54 off the average domestic ML The 14 RECs had 
until 5pm yesterday to accept the formula or decide to take 
Offer to the Monopolies and Mergers Commission. 

Squeeze on exporters 


Exporters are continuing to feel the squeeze, according to 
the latest CB1 Regional Trends survey. In eight UK regions, 
the decline in export orders accelerated in the four months 
to October. But in Wiles, the pace of dederation had slowed 
and in the North and the South-west, declines had levelled 
off, the CBI said. Despite the weakening of sterling, ex- 
port prices remain the most important constraint on export 
orders, according to manufacturers. Firms in five regions 
- Northern Ireland, the South-east, the North, Scotland and 
the South-west, expect export orders to rise over the next 
four months. 
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THANK YOU WHAM! 

From the depths of the Spice Age, it’s time to 
reassess the definitive mid-Eighties pop stars 
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■ The best for your child - a parents’ guide to the 
100 top state schools 

■ Paul Smith on the art of colour, selling, and creativity 

■ Erica Jong on what Louise Woodward has done 
to America 

■ Tick tock - artificial insemination and the single girl 

■ Britain’s tastiest puds - recipes from the nation’s . 
leading chefs 
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Cool for cats: lions hang out with the rnsousiance you’d expect from the beasts at the top of the food chain 

Prides and prejudices 


Laid-back lions, contemptuous 
leopards, Tina Turner lookalikes: 
all life is there at Tanzania’s 
Tarangire wildlife park, as 
Richard Holledge discovered. 


* i The skv is dark with douds, the impala skit- 
T ter nervously in the laJJ yellow grass, a 
giraffe cranes effortlessly above the ihom 
trees. As I wait for the extremely small one- 
CDgined plane to arrive on the landing-strip 
on the edge of the Serengeti wildlife park, 
1 am being let into the dark world of Tina 
Turners make-up secrets. 

My confidante is Miss Hoilie Vest 
from Las Vegas. She may not be a house- 
hold name in Britain, but she went down 


a storm in Sun Gty, that extravagant con- 
fection of varieties created out of the South 
African veldt, where for 19 months she 
starred as a Tina Turner lookalike. 

It’s all to do with getting a tan and keep- 
ing it, using lots of dark powder and foun- 
dation and, of course, donning a 
considerable wig. Hoilie, by the way, is 
white; which makes the transformation all 
the more impressive, though it is fair to say 
that Hoilie and Tina are simp arty shaped 
and of an age. 

Apparently, so convincing is her trans- 
formation that when HoDiefTma was ap- 
pearing at a chib owned by Bill Medley (half 
of the Righteous Brothers) he didn’t re- 
alise, upon meeting Hoilie after the show, 
that she was indeed Tina. 

No wonder there’s an abiding sense of 
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unreality about life on safari. It’s not so much 
the animals you see in the bush, it’s the 
people you meet in the lodge: the grim- 
visaged retired headmaster who asked 
questions as if he were about to give you 
six of the best - or have you fed to the lions: 
the honeymoon couple from Chicago whose 
animal longings were plain to see; the But- 
tery female from the rarefiedly rich pastures 
ofSunmngdale, Berkshire, who was over for 
the week to watch her husband play a spot 
of polo in nearby Arusha. 

Above all, there was Frank, a host at the 
lodge. A bit of a legend, Frank - a cross be- 
tween Michael Heseltine and Errol Flynn, 
complete with china-blue eyes. It came as 
no surprise to hear that he had been inter- 
viewed by Complete Woman magazine for 
their series, "Bachelors of the Bush”. 


It was he who greeted me with a flour- 
ish and a bottle of cold Sprite, and intro- 
duced me to the Mashado Swala camp and 
the improbable luxury that typifies life on 
the range in north-west Tanzania. This was 
in the Ihrangire National Park, south east 
of Arusha, and boasted accommodation 
in tents. We are not talking bivouacs here. 
This is serious luxury, with comfy beds, 
showers bursting with hot water, gold plate 
taps and those little pots of shower gel 
courtesy of Bromley. 

The tents are scattered some way from 
the hub of the camp - the “mess" -which 
serves dry martinis, respectable South 
African white and elegant European food 
with all the aplomb you could hope for. 

You don’t just chance on these places. 
You can’t catch a bus or thumb a lift into 


the bush in the hope of finding a B&B. If 
you haven't booked in advance, the place 
to go is Arusha, some 40 minmes from Kil- 
imanjaro airport, which is lined with 
organisations offering safaris. It's hard to 
know which to choose. For example. I was 
horrified to be overtaken by six vans all in 
a row, sporting the logo of the tour oper- 
ators Abercrombie & Kent. It is impossible 
to enjoy the drama of the bush when you 
are in such a traffic jam. And how do you 
know whether your guide is prepared 10 
make the effort and take the time lo find 
the animals and explain what is going on? 
So it was with a sense of serendipity that 
I was taken to the Mashado Swala and met 
the dashing- Frank. 

The first glimpse of life in the wild didn't 
Continued next page 
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Prides and prejudices 


From previous page 

feel, well very wild, despite the nnpala 
wfofch grazed in tbe campgrounds. Afl those 
Martinis, probably. But an evening by the 
fireside with Frank quickly put me right 
Sometimes whole prides of lions will set- 
tle in a camp, padding around the tents, 
roaring abft. Buffido wandered unhindered 
It can be dangerous. That’s why every 
evening a guard with a spear and a torch 
guides you safely horn tent to dining-roan, 
and even to the loo. 

Certainly, cm a particularly blowy night, 
with the tent banging around like a foB rig- 
ger off the Cape of Good Hope. I was wok- 
en by fixe unmistakable sound of a lion's 
growl I leapt out of bed to peer through 
the awnings at the shadow of a Lioness and 
cubs settling down yards from my canvas 
cosiness. In fact, the cold light of day re- 
vealed them as a boulder and a thorn bush. 
But it could have been. 

The sense of unreality persists. Even the 
nyihnals seem to be part of the conspira- 
cy. The Tanzanian park authorities do not 
allow foot safaris, so most of your animal- 
spotting is from the safety of a four-wheel 
drive vehicle. The guide for the day, 
S tanisl aus— named after a character in the 
Bible, he insisted rather puzzlingty - used 
to come to a quiet halt “What do you see?” 
be would ask. You'd look across at a herd 
of nervy wildebeest and cautious zebra and 
look again. In the foreground were lions, 
hanging out with the insouciance you ex- 
pect from the guys at the top of the food 
chain. 

They an; so laid beck that they can hardly 
be bothered to turn their heads in tbe di- 
rection of your dicking cameras. Leopards 
contemptuously lounge in the branches of 
trees, rails hanging down, giving interlopers 
the bard stare. Hyenas, with then high necks 
and round shoulders, oaf around like bounc- 
ers on Lbe nm- Cheetahs sit cqyfy in tbe shade 
of an acacia presenting their cuddly little cubs 
like gift-wrapped Christmas presents. And 
just to attract a little limelight. 30 ostriches 


sashay across the plain, an Bounty andfeath- 

ety like so many Beverley Sisters. 

Tbe show, however, is stolen by the ele- 
phants. I stood for balf-an-hour above the 
river Thrangire, a muddy little afeir, as 


ing gently, pausing only to have a qnkk roD 
in the mud. Unhurried, outpaced, confi- 
dent and calm. A big family - elephant 
herds are all related -cm a jolly day ouL 

You realise that all this calm is dooep- 
five whenyou come upon azebra, its innaids 
ripped out, a slash from a lion’s daw on its 
romp, isbodyalreadycapantfipgjp die heat; 
or you get a pungent whiff of the carcass in 
the jaws of a hyena. Then it all becomes real 
And, perversely, the more yon at quietly, 
the more tbe detail of the drama somehow 
brings home the mightiness of it afl. 

A sex-starved mongoose dings on for 
dear life as one of his males tries to knock 
him off the object of his passion; bat-eaxed 
foxes pop out of the ground, their little 
round ears a signal to all and hungry; 
agama lizards, iridescent in blue, red and 
green, practise their push-ups on the 
warm rocks. 

One detail which delighted me almost 
as much as the sighting of the trig beasts 
was the secret of the whistling than. 
Each branch carries a little, hard fruit which 
can be inhabited by an ant Tbe termite 
drills a hole, and when the wind blows the 
trees whistle. 

You look up, to catch a glimpse of 
screaming flocks of birds around tbe 
waterhole; plovers screech, and starting^ 
glorious in bright blue and white, come hop- 
ping up to catch the crumbs from your pic- 
nic. And from these details you gaze to the 
horizon many miles away, across an un- 
ending expanse of yellow grass, trees with 
thorns as sharp as two-inch nails, and round- 
ed outcrops of rode, one of which has a hol- 
low decorated with carvings by itinerant 
Masai, who use tbe place for their annual 
circumcision ceremonies. Ai last, a sense 
of the history, a feeling for the wildness. 



Show stealers: a herd of elephants ambles away from their watering place 


Photograph: Andrew Fraser 


TAKING OFF 
FOR TANZANIA 


When to go 

Tanzania is relatively dry and coo) from 
June to October. Rains are heaviest in 
April and May, with lighter spoils in 
November and December. 

Getting there 

The dosest airport to Tarangire is 


Kilimanjaro International served weekly 
on Sundays from Heathrow via Entebbe 
by Alliance Air (00-944 50Q). The 
lowest five is £539.80 return including UK 
and Tanzanian taxes. Bridge The World 
(0171-911 0900) Has a fare of £505 return 
on KLM via Amsterdam from a number 
of UK airports. Departure tax of US$20 
(about £12) is payable for the ream 

Getting in 

British passport holders need a visa. For 


the application form for a three-month 
tourist visa, send a stamped addressed 
envelope to the Tanzanian High 
Commission, 43 Hertford Street. 
London WIY8DB (0171-499 8951). 
Return ft with your passport, two 
photos and £38. It takes a week, or 24 
hours if you apply in person. 

What to read 

Footprint's East Africa Handbook 1998 
has just been published, price £14.99. 


Where to stay 

Richard Holledge paid £240 per night to 
stay at Mashada This covers full board, 
flights, drives, guide and park fees. 

You can book direct through Mashado 
central reservations, PO Box 14823, 
Arusha, Tanzania (00 255 57 6585); send 

e-mail to Mashado@babari.catz; or 
book in the UK with Africa Travel 
Centre (0171-387 Oil). On Safari (0171- 
823 5900) or Carrier Tours (01625 
582006). 


She’s got a ticket to ride, but they don’t care 


There is surely no worse travel 
nightmare than this, writes 
Simon Colder. It is 4.30am, and you 
are 6,000 miles from home at a 
check-in desk at the world’s 
highest international airport. 
You have just learnt that your 
mother has died suddenly. 


Thanks to the heroic efforts of your fam- 
ily, assisted by the BBC World Service, you 
have been tracked down while travelling 
in South America. Your father has booked 
and paid for the journey back to Britain 
to enable you to attend the funeraL But 
now the airline representative is saying that 
there is no record of any booking. 

That was the experience suffered by 
Nicola Medlik at the hands of American 
Airlines at La Paz airport. Even though 
she had both tbe reservation reference and 
details of her father’s credit card, airline 
staff initially denied the existence of a 
booking on the Bight to Miami They then 
agreed that a seat had been reserved, but 
insisted that the ticket had not been paid 
for. 

Nicola's father, the distinguished 
tourism academic Professor S Medlik, had 
booked the trip through British Airways 
and paid for it with his Access card. "I 
thought it was a foolproof way of m aking 
sure my daughter could get home," he says. 


When, however, American Airlines 
said there was no ticket waiting. Nicola 
suggested that the staff call either the 
credit card company, or the US office of 
the airline, to confirm her story. They de- 
clined to do so (because, says tbe airline, 
telconummication links were faulty) and 
said she would have to buy a ticket 

Her offer to pay by cheque, drawn in 
dollars on a US bank, was rejected. Even- 
tually sbe managed to find an automat- 
ic teller machine that accepted her card. 
It paid out just enough cash for her to 
buy the ticket. 

At Miami, British Airways had heron- 
ward ticket to London waiting, and she 
arrived in time for her mother’s funer- 
aL Her father was understandably con- 
cerned and called BA to try to clear the 
matter up. In his words: “They were ut- 
terly indifferent to my view that I ex- 
pected them at least to look into the 
matter, since I had made the reservations 
with, and paid for them to, BA. I was 
passed on to four different people and 
explained to each of them what bad hap- 
pened. They insisted that this was a mat- 
ter between me and American Airlines 
and nothing to do with BA; they even re- 
fused to make a note of my name and 
telephone number so that we might dis- 
cuss the matter later." 

Professor Medlik was also horrified by 
tbe attitude of American Airlines; “Despite 
knowing tbe circumstances and my daugh- 
ter’s distress, the AAmanager and staff at 


La Paz airport appeared quite happy to let 
her miss her mother’s funeraL" 

Some weeks after the bereavement 
the Medlik family finally received apolo- 
gies from the two airlines. American Air- 
lines pointed its corporate finger firmly 
at BA, "... since your letter indicates that 
payment was made to them. We have no 
record of receiving details of this from 
British Airways". 

BA’s director of marketing. Martin 
George, accepted responsibility in a let- 
ter to Professor Medlik: “Clearly we are 
at fault for not setting tip the pre-paid 
ticket advice correctly. Our reservations 
manager has taken up this matter to en- 
sure greater care is taken in future. I apol- 
ogise for the considerable inconvenience 
and upset you and your daughter expe- 
rienced." Mr George also refers to the 
attitude of BA staff: “I am very disap- 
pointed with the lack of help given by our 
people. Our customers are top priority 
at British Airways and we should have 
made every effort to solve this problem. 
Please accept my apologies. We will do 
better for you in future." 

Professor Medlik regards BA's re- 
sponse as “a handsome apology", but had 
to wait more than a month before the 
£500 double payment was refunded. He 
is less impressed with American Airlines; 
“They were not very forthcoming about 
tbe behaviour of their staff, which was at 
best indifferent and at worst callous. 
However, customer care seems to leave 


A survey carried out this week 
by ‘The Independent* suggests 
the experience of the Medlik 
family to be an exception. We 
contacted 23 of the leading 
airlines operating from the 
UK- All of those who ^ 
responded promise eXtrat care 
for passengers needing to ,ffv ' 
travel urgently. 

All the airlines which responded make 
humanitarian provisions for passengers 
who have suffered bereavement Such 
a privilege applies to close family 
members, but most airlines will extend 
this to include a common-law partner 
- including one of the same sex - or 
anyone else who is especially close. 

The responses from Cathay Pacif- 
ic and British Midland are typical “Staff 
arc trained to be flexible to meet the 
needs of passengers on an individual 
basis"; “All reservations supervisors and 
team leaders have the authority to look 
at distressing situations and to make the , 
appropriate flight arrangements". 

Some airlines, however, lay down 
more specific guidelines. If a passenger 
needs to buy a ticket, many will waive 
cariy-booking or minimum-stay re- 
quirements for cheaper tickets. Aer Lin- 
gus, for example, has an official 
“compassionate fare" set below full 


economy levels. United Airlines offers 
the lowest available fare and waives con- 
ditions. Iberia and KLM, in contrast, seD 
the appropriate publicly available fare. 

If you have to travel at a busy time, 
the flight may be fully-booked Most air- 
lines will Apriority waitlist" you. which 
means that as soon as a seat, becomes 
available, you get iL British Airways goes 
further Tt a flight was fall, our customer 
service staff in the UK and overseas 
would endeavour to find a se3t in any 
cabin if accessary to try and ensure their 
departure. We could also arrange trans- 
fer to another carrier free of charge in 
some circumstances." Large airlines 
with frequent departures on extensive 
networks are able to explore alternative 
routings to help a passenger reach a des- 
tination in the minimum time. 

The trickiest question is about how 
passengers demonstrate that this is 
genuinely an emergency. Dcpressingly. 
there is evidence of people falsely 
claiming a bereavement so as to quali- 
fy for a cheap ticket or find a space on 
a flight “W; sometimes get calls for such 
assistance but find that some callers nev- 
er come back when they are asked for 
proof. Such requests are always for foil, 
long-haul flights,’' says Air France. El 
Al says. “We rely on the integrity of pas- 
sengers. Only in extreme cases would we 
ask for proof." Most carriers will ask for 
a death certificate or doctor's note, but 
discretion is exercised — if a passenger 


needs to get a flight in the next couple 
of hours, this may be waived 

T\vo airlines, American and Air 
Canada, operate discounts retrospec- 
tively. The passenger buys a frill econ- 
omy fare, then upon supplying proof 
of the emergency a refund is made. 
American says, “This is the most ef- 
fective way of helping people who are 
genuinely distressed" On Air Canada 
this arrangement is an option; you can. 
instead supply evidence at the time and 
buy a discounted ticket immediately. 

One final piece of the jigsaw: how 
to contact a relative who is in a distant 
corner of the world The BBC World 
Service (0171-240 3456) broadcasts a 
very limited number of appeals on its 
English-language service. £acb case is 
decided on its merits, and assessed ac- 
coordmg to the likelihood that contact 
will be made - e.g. the knowledge that 
the person has a short-wave radio. 

The airlines that participated in the sur- 
vey were Acr Lingus, Air Canada, Air 
France, Air India, Air New Zealand, Al- 
italia. .American Airlines, British Airways, 
British Midland, Cathay Pacific, EIAI, 
Iberia, Japan Airlines, KLM, Lufthansa, 
Qantas, Thai International United Air- 
lines and I'irgin Atlantic. The airlines that 
declined to respond within rite three work- 
ing days in which hv invited replies were: 
Aeroflot, CoruinetUal Airlines, Malaysia 
Airlines and Singapore Airlines. 
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WEATHER 

The British Isles, noon today 


Atlantic chart, noon today 



General summary and outkxrfc 
Eastern Scotland will have a flood deal of dry and 
mild weather, but it will be on the grey side. West- 
ern Scotland and Northern Ireland will be dull and 
windy with spells of rain, especially over the hills. 
England and Wales will have a-mostly cloudy but 
mild day with limfled bright spells. There will be a 
little drizzle here and there, but any significant rain 
should be confined to toe west where Jl will also 
become windy. 

Sunday will bring rain to much of toe UK. aWwugn 
the south-east may stay dry. tt will be wtfriy. with 
southerly gales over many western coasts and hills. 
Despite this. It will be lathermikt On Monday and 
Tuesday there will Be further rain and strong winds, 
with the worst of toe rain likely to the west wrost 
toe east stays toier. The end of the week will see trie 
chance of colder, drier wrath* in toe north and east 
with further rain in toe south and wes. 
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New moon: Nov 30 


AA Roadwatch 
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Istanbul 


You n«6d;#braic-jmd a 
short cut tothesoul of a city. 
***** weefc/the Independent 
provides a prescription for the 
perfect weekend break. This 

week; Ome Cemrt and 
Simon Colder spend 48 hours 
In Turkey’s largest dty. 


4^hy go now? 

because Istanbul is arguably the great- 
est city in Europe, and Asia. Because 
yon are 10 degrees closer to the 
Equator. And because you can became 

a Turkish lire millionaire by exchang- 
ing just £3.22. 

Beam down 

British Airways (0345 222111) and 
Thrldsh Airlines (0171-499 4499) fly 
twice a day from London Heathrow 
to Istanbul; Turkish Airlines pies 
three times a week from Manchester. 
Turkish Airlines has a special offer 
from Manchester of £150 return 
(including the swingeing £30 tax). If 
you travel on the 5pm flight from 
Heathrow you pay £194 return, in- 
cluding tax. 




e± your bearings 

You would be forgiven for thinking 
that many of the city’s 12 million resi- 
dents have come to the airport to meet 
you. If you're in a rush and feeling 
flush, get a taxi into town. Pick it up 
from the official stand and you should 
pay what’s on the meter, between 
about £7 and £10. 

Otherwise, offer a couple of 
pounds for the short ride to Yesflkqy 
station and take the wonderfully ram- 
shackle railway around the coast, and 
past Topkapi Palace to Sirkeci station 
- which opens up to the heart of Eur- 
opean Istanbul The centre of the city 
is Sultanahmet Square, where you’ll 
find the tourist office and a good free 
map. 

Checkin 

The Sultanahmet area has a huge num- 
ber of hotels in all price ranges. Qaire 
Gervat stayed at the Mavi Guest 
House (00 90 2J2 516 5878% round the 
corner from Topkapi Palace, where 
rooms stan at £9. including breakfast. 
Simon Calder paid £10 a night aLthe ■ 
Aladdin Guest House, just south of the 
Blue Mosque (00 90 212 516 2330). 
There's also a former prison nearby, 
converted into a Four Seasons hoteL 
Current guests pay upwards of £130 
for a room, but they do, at least, have 
the option of checking out when they 
want. A more affordable option is the 
nearby Hotel Empress Zoe (00 90 212 
518 254), simple and elegant, with 
doubles from £40. 

Take a ride 

The best Bosporus crossing is a source 
of great debate, and the only way to 
form a view is to do some research; 
criss-cross the neck of water between 
-£ie Mediterranean and the Black Sea 
■at 25 pence a time, and revel in the 
ever-changing views. 

Take a hike 

Many of Istanbul’s cultural attractions 
are within easy walking distance of 
each other, so yon can combine cul- 
ture with mild exerrise.Starting in Sul- 
tanahin et Square, take a short stroll 
down the Hippodrome, now a tiny 
park with just a few reminders of its 
chariot-racing days. Half-way down is 
the Museum of Tbrkish and Islamic 
Art, remarkable as one of the few 
places in Istanbul where you can 
look at carpets without having to buy 
one. From there you can go round to 
the old bazaar and the Mosaic Mu- 
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scum, then through an archway to the 
front of the Blue Mosque and across 
the park to Aya Sofia, if you have any 
energy left, head round the comer and 
past a row of restored Ottoman 
houses, then follow the tramlines 
down to the hectic ferry terminal at 
Eminonu. 

Lunch on the run 
If you’ve made it down to the water- 
front, grab a snack from one of the 
nattily dressed boatmen who moor 
among the ferries and cook up fish on 
precariously bobbing grills. It’s an 
enjoyable sight, and even more heart- 
ening when it comes to payipg for your 
sandwich, a snip at 35 pence. There 
are also the ubiquitous kebabs, spiced 
and delicious, a far cry from Britain’s 
flabby imitations. 

Cultural afternoon 
Head back up the hill to Tbpkapi 
Palace and an insight into life as an 
Ottoman ruler, or a member of his 
household. Don’t miss the views over 
the city from the terraces in the 
fourth courtyard, or the ornate Bagh- 
dad Kiosk. The had news is that the 
most interesting section of the palace, 
the Harem, can be visited only on a 
guided tour, which you have to book 
half-an-hour beforehand. This 
wouldn’t be such a problem if the 
group were smaller, or if the guide 
were not trying to conduct the tour in 
two languages at once. Ignore the 
words and concentrate on the lavish 
tiled, painted and gilded interiors 
instead. 

Window shopping 
With around 4*000 shops, the Covered 
Bazaar must have the largest range of 
retail opportunities on the planet - 
particularly of old silver jewellery, car- 
pets, leather goods and designer 
fakes. The displays could tempt even 
Scrooge into extravagance. Your only 
obstacle to window-gazing in the 
bazaar will be the determined shop 
owners trying to lure you inside and 
part you from your cash. On the other 
hand, with the current exchange rate, 
why resist? 

An aperitif 

You'd think that Sultanahmet would 
be teeming with waterside bars, 

■ where you could while away the 
hours before dinner. But the local 
traders, usually so good at thinking 
up pleasant ways for visitors to spend 
money, have missed out on this one. 
Instead, head up the Bosporus to 
Ortakoy (on the European side, be- 
side the private university) to check 
out the drinking haunts of Istanbul’s 
trendy liberals. . 

Demure doner 

Hirku Caf6 and Bar, in Beyoghi at 
Imam Adnafl Sok 9. serves up trad- 
itional food in hearty portions to an 
appreciative crowd of locals. The 
other main attraction is the live 
music: Ttiridsh folk songs sung with 
feeling, and not just by the musician 
(there’s only room for one). A huge 
meal with a beer shouldn't cost more 
than a fiver. 

Sunday morning: go to church 
The Blue Mosque is, along with Aya 
Sofia, the city's defining landmark, and 
even if you think you don't want to go 
inside there are plenty of persistent 
guides who win try to persuade you 
otherwise. Inside, die walls are largely 
covered with the blue tiles that give 
the bofldihg its name, but tte main im- 
pact is from the sheer size of the place. 
The solemnity is latber spoilt, however, 
by all the bare-footed tourists carry- 
ing their shoes around in green plas- 
tic bags. 



Defining landmark: the Blue Mosque, so called because of the colour of die tiles inride 


Photograph: JHC Wilson/Rupert Harding Picture Library 


Bracing brunch 

Just across the road from the Blue 
Mosque is Lale Restaurant, whose 
main claim to fame is as the 
Pudding Shop in Midnight Express. 

Pity the poor hippies who turn up 
there now in search of authentic seed- 
iness. It looks much the same as the 
other restaurants in the street, with the 
exception of its incongruous tartan 
tablecloths. 


A walk in the park 

People do not go to Istanbul to enjoy 
a gentle stroll amid pleasant paries and 
gardens. Bnt if you want to leave the 
city behind, take a taxi to the edge - 
the crumbling, ancient walls that pro- 
tected the western flank. 

Make for Tekfor Saray, the doddery 
Byzantine palace of Constantine Por- 
phyrogenetus. As you wander through 
its wide open spaces, you feel a sense 


of emptiness and isolation that eludes 
you everywhere else in IstanbuL 

The icing on the cake 
... or rather, the icing sugar on the 
Turkish delight. Don’t wait to stock up 
until you reach the airport for your re- 
turn trip -the boxes they seQ there are 
hopelessly padded and ferociously 
priced. Get your sugary stuff at the 
Covered Bazaar instead. 
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On < hr Pl-vn JS’SESSJ* 1 **” 
01273X29202 




01756 7022001 


English Country 

Cottages 

AN UNUTOLLED 
* choice in EngUndY 
_ lovclien ««ai. 
Free 436 w«e 

«jkmr brochorc- 

KffiG 

(09901 85I'* 1 

“10TEEW4S* - 


Sconner House Hotel] 
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HOStASONS 

Country 

cottages 


Hani-pckixl nnxauri* 
thnw^umt Briain. 
Coadjl and {onumiJe. 
five cnlnur bcwchute. 



TIES TEL: 01432 8300*3 


FOWEY/POLRUAN. CUBrtrtnQ 

wtfenide ooHag«- supe™ 

aw* , iaws 

A HNE»J^i0N^ et CWS>0« «" 

both eoasls dl 
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C^^LCOIdE COTTAR 

r^t»gg wwr eeknu 

beoenurv. 01 756702201 


NOVEMBER SPECIAL 
3 NIGHTS FROMETO 
Bed. Brnktat ®d owning w* 
LaiBcswfiwitJswL 

aitalaanBtnt, indror pDQL 


nfrom, 

Tet 01983 406 ^ 
riwi sTMAs ‘-mannE 

saw available __ 



BRITAIN’S BgT BOB 

nwtwa noatlay* WW*^ 0 ^ 

Boainnara very welcome. «■ 

O1B06728GK. 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY. &mayj 

Hants, luv boati. (oizw>J 
703691. 

OCtobEH SPECIAL onem. gw. 

i**® 1 0,1 our 

boats. Short brart* a apoewty. 
FarBtochtn'M: (0121)4452909. 

BRITAIN'S BEST SNJDrtvaNjr- 

IW*0M HaMJf WWjWrfBln. 

Bagtnnw *wy nowoma. 
01905 610097. 


5 HAJIHOCK CrtUtfM. ® 8 JSS 

ESSSSSL-SS 

BfO 01823 661060 

CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL. Con- 
nWWtffc GNiwta*™^? 
breaks. Fiwe broen. 
ymaexa iOOI. Fat 31077 

•asK 
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A Steamin’ Good Day Out 
The Chester Chuf fer 

13th December, 1997 

H Chester. 

Travel m 

Untjue CampUroenteny Intormatlon Pack 
Three ditterent classes af travel available 
PHces start from as me as £ 42.50 return 

Special Fares avaflaWe lot Junmrsand FamilKS. 
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Country Cottages 
in ScotUtnd 

ExciPTlONAL holiday 
prupcrtici in the mow 
buauimil arras of Scotland. 
IllO U FACT BROCHUM 

RING 10990 ) 851133 

QUOTE SW2C7 <14 Hn) 


EDINBURGH CENTRAL FLAT. 4 
bod sloops B. 2 baths, twinanbig 
pool & private parking, gym ft 
sauna. W/end Friday-»4otiday 
£245. *w some weeks available. 
01660 216314. 

EDINBURGH CENTRAL FLAT. 4 
bod sloops a. 2 baths, swrinuntag 
pool ft pnvaie parking, gym ft 
sauna w/ond Friday- Monday 
£245. otea soma woeks avaHabio. 
01668 215314 

SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Cm- 
tagos 1098 colour brochure. 
Phono now !l 01756 702213 


01798-867373 



Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY' FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house Mperieoca, 
near Ludlow. 3 night breaks from 
£75. Colour Broch; 01 564 623200 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


A superb selection of quality 
character cottages in the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National 
PailL All properties furnished 
to the highest standards. 

Phone now lor ( 15 s raicur brochure 

01239 - 881397 ^ 


556 C OTTAG ESI FARMHOUSES 
throughout Wales: aU Tourist 
Board Graded. Wales Holidays - 


BRECON BEACONS. Over 100 s/d 
cottages aonte sleep upto 30. 
Many less than £250 par week 
Ngh season. Til 01874 678446 
555 COTTAGES/FARM HOUSES 
throughout WMee; a A Tourist 
Board Graded. Woles Holidays - 


Sussex 


iinll'J 1 -Kim 

«1\m 1: 




way view, bin rteeiby. Brochure 
TeL (01437) 532485 any Giml 
GOWER IdyBc 17C tannhouse ki 
200 acres, specacirfor views, 
enaulto, BBftEM £27. 0c bar. 
AA/RAC. Broch 01859 585640 
SNOWDONIA CoaatHne Ueyn 
Peninsula. Coastal ft Couttycat- 
tsoea ft farmhouses. Netyn HcB- 


SUPeftB cottages, ttarthunftita. 
York Data. Lrtes. Poefc*. ^ 
Cottages 01244 34S700. 

www M^a).iAr eykes 
N«mtlS^^AYsaco|A- 
a^as. LoriPy kies. 01228S73337. 




to mention > 
f The independwi^ 
^when replying 1 
^'jto adverts J 


This i8th Century Manor House Hotel with Us 21st Century Country 
Club facilities provides the perfcctlocation to escape from ,t all 
Set in 82 acres of gardens and woodlands with panoraralc vtews or 
Se S^Qraoke Valley, its a tranquil oasis just 2 rrnles from the 
Georgian splendours of Bath. 

Hosting 2 restaurants, beauty rooms. My equlp^gynm^lum. 
hydro spa beds, sauna, steam room and other leisure activities it 
truly is the ideal retreat for uninterrupted relaxation. 

01225 834644 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


n»i cc BEAUTIFUL RENNOVA1ED 
Slone Bom. Sleep 4 u 17. pou 
wtteome, brochure 080085430a 
SUPERB cottages. Yorks Dales, 
Northumbria. Lakes. Peaks. 
Sykes Cottages 01244 345700. 
wYBw JBn jo.uk/sykes 
YORKSHIRE DALES. Moors ft 
Coast Over 200 s/c coos. 
Brochure (017561 700871 
YORK OVER 30*k OFF. 2 star 
Haworth Court Hotel. Broch 
01904 435158- 



01305 26syss 


Tb ofltfertiBe in this 
Section please 
■^i^fephone.the, 
Trawt Team on 
0171-^32222 


For a unique 
range of veal holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 

For a FREE copy of tht 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 






























Ronnie Biggs signs autographs with a 
flourish and die phrase “My kind of 
luck”. The real reason Brazil’s Supreme 
Court has just agreed that the Great 

Train Robber can live out his days in Rio 

was in case he couldn’t afford to leave 
the country. On Monday this week, trav- 
eDers about to leave Brazil found the 
country’s departure tax h ad multi pli ed 
five-fold from £11 to £55. 

The new rule is intended to persuade 
residents (such as Mr Biggs) to holiday 
at home, but rt may also be used as a rev- 
enue-raising device to fleece forei gner s 
—just like Britain’s Air Passenger Duty. 
Rumours among airlines and agents have 
been rife all week about when the tax 
hike might be applied, and to whom. 
Some believe all passengers are being 
clobbered with immediate effect, while 
others have been told that only locals wiD 
be affected and that New Year's Day is 
the chosen date. Brazil’s airports tend 
to be liw»ty places at the best of time. The 
effects of this increase in creatin g yet 
more chaos do not bear thinking about. 

A favourite technique among trav- 
ellers to countries with exdteable 
economies is to bury the departure tax 
in a spare sock and spend every last 
cruzeiro, cruzado or real (a few of the cur- 
rencies that Brazil has tried in the past 
decade) before the journey home. What 
happens when you bun up at Rio air- 
port only to find the tax has increased 
by a factor of five, and that you are £44 
short? Three suggestions in increasing 
order of desperation: (a) borrow the cash 
from a fellow traveller; (b) wait until your 
permitted stay expires and ask to be de- 
ported; or (c) investigate whether any 
Brazilian trains are known to cany 
large quantities of used banknotes. 

Brazil is one of dozens of nations spend- 
ing a small fortune on a presence at the 
World Travel Market which takes place 
in London this coming week. Another is 
Kenya, a country which has not been get- 
ting the best press possible m the bst three 
months. Tb quote the Foreign Office: 
“Since mid-August there have been a 
number- of vtolent/inddents- in Coast. 
Province, in which focal people bavebeen 
killed and properties burned ™ game re- 
serves and other tourist areas are generally 
safe but muggings and aimed attacks can 
occur anywhere and at any time.” 

Tourism authorities usually work 
hard to counteract the fan in visitor num- 
bers that can result from advice like that 
Croatia, for example, has just announced 
that it will subsidise charter flights from 
the UK next summer. 

Kenya, though, has just added around 
10 per cent to the cost of a holiday. Start- 
ing today, British viators need a visa to 
visit the East African country. The good 
news is that you can get jt at the airport 
when you arrive, as well as at the High 
Commission in London: the bad news is 
tha t a single entry visa costs £35 (the good- 

ish news is that this is a fiver less than the 

figure first announced cm Wednesday). 

The Immigration Department in 
Naii robi says the move is a response to 
the British government’s decision, last 
year, to charge Kenyans for UK visas. 
Lois of other countries, from Turkey to 
the Dominican Republic, have imple- 
mented such reciprocal charges after the 
UK has changed the rules in what many 
feel has been an arbitrary and dumsy 
way. But the timing and cost of Kenya’s 
new layer of bureaucracy is astonishing. 

It comes a fortnight after Britain s Air 

Passenger Duty doubled. The combined 
effect of the increase is sure to make 
make travellers cross Kenya off the 
Qrictrna* holiday list Before 1 No- 
vember, you would have handed £22 di- 
rect to the UK and Kenyan government 
in taxes. Rom today, that amount more 
than triples to £67. A side-trip to Zanz- 
ibar adds another £62. /nnnn 

Yesterday Thomson Direct (UWU 
502580) offered me a week's holiday in 

■ . ■ onH stag- 


ingin a good self-catering apartment, for 

exactly that total: £129, including tax. 

Next March, the London Docklands De- 
velopment Corporation gets statmtrfy 
w6u£d up. Until then, U seems to bedo- 

ing its utmost to winding up toun 5\ 
At the tourist information centre m 
Docklands in east London, you are giv- 
en amap showing tbe Thames Path along 
the north shore, for example. Asa 
piece-of- tourism infrastro^ ^ 
trail is fairly flawed: for almost all its 
length it’s not a path and there's noww 
of^Thames-Anytouffittatt*^^ 

to follow the map would findthemsdres 
up Bow Creek without a paddle. 

P The Docklands Experience gets 
stranger snfl when you watch the video 

Stheregfon’svirtue,^^ 

en the surprising news that Camuy 
Wharf is as dose to the Bank of Eng 
fandasis Oxford Grets- Not , 

is also completely inconea. 






The hippest bar 
hop Paris can offer 


In M6tf<fmontarrt you join the French in their favourite pastime of posing with style Photos. Geraint Lewis 


The coolest parts of 
Parts are, of course, 
where the hippest 
locals congregate. 

Kate Mikhail offers a 
guide with street cred. 


A weekend in Paris can eas- 
ily turn into a long, extended 
bar and cafe crawl, with the 
odd gallery thrown in. Noth- 
ing wrong with that -but the 
problem is where to go to 
avoid other tourists, pay 
reasonable prices for your 
demis and mingle with the 
local in-crowd. 

Bastille is no longer a la 
mode and a suggested night 
out there will probably earn 
you a scathing sneer from 
Parisian trendies. They, 
meanwhile, prefer to bead 
further north and east. And 
it’s in M6n£lmontant, armed 
with a nonchalant attitude 
and a confident pout, that 
you can join the French in 
their favourite pastime of 
posing with style in movie-set 
surroundings. 

If you’re planning a night 
of serious drinking, h may be 
a good idea to line your 
stomach in neaity Belleville, 
one of the most colourful and 
interesting quartiers ; it is 
home to a large nortb- 
African population and 
Paris's second Chinatown - 
though a large number of the 
restaurants are, in fact, Viet- 
namese. The Dong Huong 
and Tin Tin Vietnamese 
restaurants are particularly 
good, and if your French is 
a little rusty the Tin Tin has 
a photo display in tbe window 
showing the dishes on offer. 

Relaxed and well fed, you 
proceed to tbe bars. M6n3- 
montant is about a 10-minule 
walk away from Belleville; 
just enough time to work up 
a thirst. 

Head south and take a left 
along roe St Mam, which vdfl 
lead you all the way to rue 


Oberkampf, the new-found 
centre of Paris’s night-life. 

The walk will take you 
through a busy residential 
area, which is rarely quiet 
The local bars - as uboqititous 
as the dog excrement that 
covers the pavements of Paris 
- are just that, extremely lo- 
cal. I can never resist peer- 
ing in, and am never 
disappointed. The last time 
I took this walk I saw two el- 
derly women, both 80 if they 
were a day, with white hair 
piled high and lipstick per- 
fectly applied, sitting at a bar, 
deep in conversation with the 
barman, ready, it seemed, for 
a long night ahead. 

As you approach rue 
Oberkampf, one bar on the 
right-hand side of the road 
stands out, or rather, its 
warm, colourful interior 
draws you in. Les Couleurs 
is a wannabe squat bar, with 
pasters and Byers SeUataped 
to walls that are genuinely 
distressed. Coloured fairy 
fights wander over the ceil- 
ing, and candles drip from 
walls and tables. It is a re- 
laxed bar, and the dress is 
about as racial as things 
get for Paris: the huge hole 
in the underarm of the 
owner’s T-shirt is a ptoud dis- 
play of down-dressing. Ban- 
quettes and chairs are 
grouped around small tables 
and if you want to start the 
evening slowly, you can settle 
down to a mint tea and 
game of backgammon. 

A short walk on from 
here, further down rue St 
Maur and left on to rue 
Oberkampf, you will find 
the Cafe Chaiboii,one of the 
first bars to make its mark as 
M6nflmontant established 
itself as the place to be. The 
Charbon dates bade to 1886 
when it wasacafethidtrc. A 
few years ago, it was just a 
large, dark and dusty bar with 
a couple of biQiard tables and 
a handful of regular cus- 
tomers. Now, after careful 


restoration, it is generally 
crammed in the evenings - 
and it's a lively place to pass 
a Sunday afternoon. A 
young, well-heeled group, 
with an alarmingly high pro- 
portion of small goatee 
beards, crowd along tbe bar 
which is overhung by old- 
fashioned gas tamps, and 
staffed by hyper and not 
over-friendly staff. At the 
weekend, there’s a DJ who 
plays acid jazz and flirts with 
passing customers. 

The food, served until 
11pm. is considered very 
good, and at 30F for starters 
and 50F for main courses it 
is not overpriced. The Char- 
bon also does a good line in 
cocktails for 3SF-40F. which 
is cheap by Paris standards. 
Across the road. La Mercerie 
is a tighter, brighter bar, 
with orange, rough-sponged 
walls, and Latin jazz on the 
turntable. 

Paris bars shut down at 
2am and last orders are 
called a good 10 minutes be- 
fore that -but don't despair, 
you can always head off to 
the sleaze of Pigalle or one 
of the large, all-night cafe 
bars such as that in Place de 
la Repubtique, where you 
can stay ail night and enjoy 
a final nightcap as Parisians 
wander in for a coffee and 
chaser for breakfast. 

Dorr” Huong and Tin Tin 
restaurants, rue Louis Bonnet, 
I 1th anondissemcm - Metro 
stop Belleville (booking not 
necessary, but last orders 
10pm -1030pm). 

Les Couleurs (0033 1 4357 
95 61), 117 Rue Saint Maur, 
11th arrondissement - Metro 
stop Menilmoniaru. 

Caff Charbon (0033 1 4357 
55 13), 109 rue Oberkampf, 
11th arrondissement - Metro 
stop MfriHmontam. 

La Mercerie (0033 1433881 
30), 98 rue Oberkampf, 11th 
arrondissement - Metro stop 
MinilmontanL 


A tale of Roman traffic and divine intervention 


However you 

is at least a mfle further away. 


A new collection of travellers’ 
tales celebrates the highs and 
lows of life on the road. From a 
field of 3,000 entries, editor Dan 
Hiscocks selected 111 for 
inclusion - among them, Marshall 
Young’s winning story of lost 
innocence in Italy. 

I was 20. It was my first time in Rome. 
It was my first time abroad. In theory 
it was a college study trfp: in reality it 
was more a chance to soak up the 
atmosphere (and a little Lambrusco) 
of a foreign land. After three days, our 
group had already “done” the usual 
tourist sites. At the end of a hard day’s 
slog around tbe \fatican,I had struck 
out on my own and was wandering the 
streets with no direction in mind - just 
beguiled by the very novelty of it aZL 
By new it was rush hour. The 
streets were noisy and fume -filled. As I 
waited along, a fine of nuns 
approached me. There were about 10 
of them, seemingly arranged in order 
of height like a set of living Russian 
dolls - though not veiy living; the 
youngest looked about 70- As we came 
together on the pavement, the leader 
of the troupe (herd? gaggle? what is 
the collective term for nuns?) held on! 
her arm and spoke to me. My Italian 


does not stretch much beyond "Una 
birra, per favore," so I had no idea what 
this wizened lady was saying. 

1 gave my best Gallic shrug 

Not satisfied with this, she merely 
repeated herself, this time a little more 
insistently. - 

“Sony, Pm English ... ingksef I 
said lamely. 

Clearly -this was not what she 


considered a valid excuse. Stretching 
out her wrinkled arm, she gave me a 
shove (a firm shove) towards the 
traffic. I could not understand what 
was going on. Seeing my look of 
bewilderment, she poshed again, with 
much unintelligible gesticulation, until 
I had one foot off the pavemenL 
With the third shove I finally got 
the message: she wanted help in 


crossing the road. She wanted me, the 
archetypal innocent abroad, to walk 
into four lanes of Italian rush-hour 
traffic and somehow hold it back while 
the nuns crossed to the other side. 

For a second I considered doing a 
runner, but the stony glare from the 
indomitable lady left me little choice - 
I had to give it a go. I stepped 
hesitantly on to the Tarma c and edged 


GREEN CHANNEL 


Trains are kinder to the world than cars, so the fact that 
railways around the world are accelerating Is good news. The 
1997 World Rail Speed Survey published by Roi/wojr Gazette 
International shows Japan has stolen the fastest train tide 
from France with the new bullet train. It travels between 
Hiroshima and Kokura at an average speed of !£2.7mph. 

France reverts to second place for the first time since 
TGV services between Paris and Lyon were bunched in 1983. 
The current fastest train in France averages I58mph. between 
Lille and Charles de Gaulle airport. Climbing rapidly to third 
place are cross -boater high-speed trains, such as Thalys 
between France and Belgium, Clsalpino between Italy and 
Switzerland, and Eurostar between Britain and France. 

While in the UK, Eurostar Is limited to lOOmph. Britain^ 
best efforts are on the Groat North Eastern Railway, which 
limps in sixth with lEmph for the London-York run, and on 
Great Western’s London-Bristol corridor. Not far behind, 
and catching up fait, are Poland (in Bth place), China (Eth) 
and Saudi Arabia (16th). 


RED CHANNEL 


The compiler of the Raftvuy Gazette International survey, Colin 
Taylor, warns that speed freaks heading for Nepal and Eritrea 
are likely to be disappointed. Dr Taylor computes the fastest 
trains in alt the world’s nations with railways. It is possible, 
therefore, to assess the countries with the slowest fastest 
trains. He believes that the winner/ioser is Nepal where the 
fastest express averages just 6J>mph during a 90-minute 
journey - about half the speed of a city cyclist. Dr Taylor said 
yesterday that he believed it may have stopped running 
(though a cynic might say that, at such a low speed, it would 
be tricky to tell), in which case Eritrea takes the prize with a 
train averaging limph. 

Dr Taylor was speaWng ar Kingk Cross station In London, 
where he was bunching an attempt at the workfs longest rail 
joumqr, from YHa Real on the Portuguese Algarve to the 
Vietnamese capita], Ho Chi Minh Oty. Among the many 
hazards threatening to derail the 11,000-mile trip are flooding 
°n the German/Pofeh border, strikes and random onceOadons. 
Leaves on the fine are not expected to be a problem. 


into the traffic with arms outstretched. 
Maybe it was the sheer incongruity of 
a lanky, tweed-jacketed figure amiffct 
the speeding cars, or maybe the drivers 
were simply bewildered that anyone 
could be stupid enough to try such a 
tiling - but it worked. 

The cars stopped. l ike a modern- 
day Moses, I held back a sea of 
honking Flats and buzzing Vespas. 

Irate drivers leaned on boras and bung 
out of car windows, gesturing madly, 
but stfll 1 held my ground. Even 
pedestrian crossings offer little 
immunity from Italian drivers; they 
merely weave around you; so looking 
back, I suppose my “miracle” had 
more to do with the presence of the 
nuns than anything 1 had done - 
running over a lady of the cross must 
be a sure bet for eternal damnation. 

Anyway, the nuns hobbled across 
the street and went on their way 
without so much as a “Grorie". As the 
last sandalled foot mounted the far 
pavement, I raced for the sanctuary of 
the kerb and the traffic flowed once 
again. Even today, 15 years later, I still 
Hindi if 1 see a mm coming towards 
me in the street. 

Travellers' Tales from Heaven and HelT, 
price £6.99, is published this week by 
TraveUerseye, 30 St Maty’s Street, 
Bridgnorth, Shropshire WVT6 4DW. 







«"ich contains at >e*st three of «h> wonder, of Stone Age Britain, » constat* criooked 

Coming (almost) full circle 


This week a ‘new* prehistoric 
creation was discovered near 
Bristol. But there is much more 
to see along the road at Avebury. 
Though our predecessors left 
barely a standing stone unturned, 
reports Simon Colder , what remains 
b still magnificent. 

Here’s a spooky thing- The grand mega- 
lith* shambles known as Avebury is guard- 
ed by a triangle of white horses hewn from 
the chalk of the Wiltshire Downs. Each is 
three miles distant as the pterodactyl 
flies. I reckon that the centre of gravity of 
this triangle (located, since you ask, at the 
point where the bisectors of the three an- 
gles meet) is the car park of the Red Lion. 
The truly remarkable phenomenon is that 
the pub stands in the middle of England's 
greatest Stone Age site. Absurd. 

Absurd. When you wander through the 
pocks of prehistory around England’s 
West Country, that word keeps recurring. 
Take Stonehenge, the awesomely austere 
circle that finds itself pincered like a pre- 
historic walnut between the A303 and the 
A344. Next Monday morning, the Culture 
Secretary Chris Smith visits Stonehenge to 


tty to crack the old chestnut of how woe- 
fully Britain neglects its ancient history. 
While he is in that part of the world, he 
could usefully head north across the pre- 
tend Cold War battlefield that is Salisbury 
Plain and call in at the monumental pre- 
historic collation at Avebury - which con- 
tains at least three of the wonders of Stone 
Age Britain, yet is constantly overlooked 
at the expense of smaller, sharper 
Stonehenge. 

Now another wayward sibling has re- 
turned to the fold, with the discovery sev- 
en miles south of Bristol of a 400ft 
prehistoric prototype for the Millennium 
Dome. Its discovery is a miracle of magnet- 
ometiy, but ultimately the site is an exer- 
cise in virtual archaeology. For the real 
thing, start at the Red Lion. 

And to get there, you must take the ab- 
surd A361. While it swaggers across WDt- 
shire from Devizes to Swindon, it cuts dean 
through the middle of a huge henge (this 
term denotes a rampart of earth sur- 
rounding a moat; if you t hink about it, an 
unlikely arrangement for the purposes of 
defence, so there must have been a more 
cerebral cause for Us construction). The vis- 
itor who pauses at the Red Lion will reel 
at the sight of the largest stone circle in 
Europe. 


Or, at least, the remains of it. Carving 
initials in a standing stone at Stonehenge 
is not quite in the same league as the des- 
ecration that has been wrought upon the 
monoliths that are ranged around a three- 
quarter-mile circumference. The survivors 
are magnificent: taHlean shafts of ragged 
stone exploding from grass chewed smooth 
by a platoon of sheep, interspersed with 
plumper, dumpier slabs of rock that bulge 
in several competing directions at once. 
Each weighs perhaps 20, 40, even 60 tons. - 
Hie tragedy is that so few remain. 

No barbed wire separates the visitor 
from the stones; tourism is not the culprit. 
Originally the circle comprised a congre- 
gation of 98, which survived for about four 
mille nnia until the meddlesome Middle 
Ages. Many of the stones were toppled in 
the name of God; others fell in a frenzy 

of recycling, whenlSlh-century speculators 
devised a way to turn prehistoric pagan- 
ism into profit 

Fust dig a pit. adjacent to your chosen 
victim. Fill it with sticks and straw. Get the 
brawniest locals to topple the stone into 
its grave. Start a fire beneath it, then bat- 
ter with sledgehammers. Best of alL, al- 
ternately heat and cool it. Then haul off 
the material to build cottages. 

Which is why, like a set of pre-NHS 


teeth, the ring is full of stumpy little gaps 
(or gappy tittle stumps). The man we have 

to thank for there being anything much left 
on show is a marmalade magnate. 

Alexander Keiller used much of his fam- 
ily fortune to become involved in a more 
profound (and in many ways much stick- 

fer) form of preservation than janL-fn the 

philistine 1930s, he was appalled at the way 

so significant a site could be abused. So he 

bought up the whole village* and demol- 
ished some of the cottages in order to pre- 
serve the continuity of the rirde. Thblets 
mourning missing monoliths were placed 
where once they had stood. 

A fine museum, bearing our mar- 
malade man’s name, occupies an out- 
building belonging to the expansive 
Avebury Manor. The museum is not large, 
and does not seem to be haunted, but it 

has a permanent residenL Charlie, or Char-, 
lotte, is a three- or four-year-old child who 

died thousands of years ago. (S)he was 
found ceremoniously and lovingly in- 
terred, as if merely sleeping. 

West Rennet Avenue sounds like a road 
on a housing estate on the fringes of Swin- 
don. It is, in fact, an ancient way that wends 


staccato stones marking its course with an 
appropriate approximation. 


After a mile it loses the battle with the 
A4, a much greater west road. But hop 
across the fence and you can ascend, 
through fields of winter crops bruised and 
battered by November, to a thunderously 
large tomb. 

Linford Christie could sprint along the 

top of the West Rennet Long Barrow in 
10 seconds. It resembles a Nissen hut that 
has been buried beneath layers of turf for 
greater invisibility, but is another megatithic 
curiosity-aburial place as intricate, in its 
own way, as the pyramids. One big differ- 
ence was that the remains of the chosen 
few were shuffled around every so often. 
Ancestor worship seems to have been gen- 
uinely a moveable feast. You can enter the 
first few chambers and wonder at the brave 
Britons who built iL 

Looking northwest from West Rennet, 
you just wonder. 

What possessed a people scraping a liv- 
ing from these downs to create an additional 
hill, sticking out like a sore tomb from the 
gentle rolls of Wiltshire. No one knows quite 
the purpose of Silbury Hill, and several ex- 
cavations have failed to find many clues. 

All that can be deduced is that the con- 
struction relied upon a highly sophisticat- 
ed technique of internal walls (was this 
Britain’s entry for the world pyramid 


championships, 2000BC?) and thitt the 
builders began in August - entrapped Stone 
Age ants give that away, since their wings 
sprouted only in summer. 

A track spirals to the top, but is these 
days dosed to visitois. Twenty years ago, 
when Sflbury HID was part of the manda- 
tory mystical warm-up for the Glastonbury 
Festival, I scampered the 130 feet to the 

summit. The sense of wonder increases with 

altitude, as you gaze upon the waves of . 
Wiltshire galloping off towards those sen- 
tinel white horses. 

Absurd. 

By car, Avebury is located just north of the 
A4 between Caine and Mariborougfr. 

By public transport, the nearest sensible 

railway station is Swindon. From the near- 
by Swindon bus station, Thamesdown bus 
number 49 operates from Swindon approx- 
imately hourly during the day. The journey 
takes about half an hour and costs £130 arch 
way. On Sundays, the journey is covered by 
Wilts & Dorset service number 6. 

The Alexander Keiller Museum (01672 
539250 ) opens 10am-4pm daily. Admission 
is £1.50 (free to members of English Heritage 
and National Trust). 

The Red Lion serves excellent food be- 
tween noon and 2pm daily. 
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We’re on our way to 
Wembley - the Sistine 
Chapel of football 


A tour of Wembley stadium may 
be a football fan’s idea of heaven. 
But how about other members of 
the family who are dragged along 
as well? All the Muirheads, 
winners of a day out with The 
Independent*, were unexpectedly 
impressed, as /Uster Morgan 
observed. 


If football stadiums, as communal places 
of worship, are modern-day churches, 
then London's Wembley stadium is the 
equivalent of the Vatican's Sistine ChapeL 

Images of Wembley, filled with 70,000 
screaming fans, are commonplace, but its 
daily tours attract considerably fewer vis- 
itors. For £21, a family of four can take a 
lour that includes lifting a replica of the 
Football Association Cup to a background 
recording of crowds roaring over the loud- 
speaker system. 

On the day we were there, the tour group 
included a cosmopolitan mix of parents, for- 
eign sightseers and football pilgrims. Mr and 
Mrs Muirhead took their two teenage sons. 
John and Neti, and signed up for the tour 
with only a quarter of the family fully ex- 
pecting to be impressed. As an enthusias- 
tic football fan, Neil was typical of many 


visitors, but it would be fair to say that the 
rest of the family was equivocal. 

The tour lasts around 90 minutes (the 
length of a football match) and provides 
enough variety to keep the congregation in- 
terested. It begins with a chance to decide 
whether Geoff Hurst’s famous -goal” m toe 

1966 World Cup final against Genrony - 

indeed cross the line, before leading the 
group into toe Wembley Stadium control 
centre. What toe tour guide doesn t know 
about toe facility is probably not worth 
knowing and, in tandem with Des Lynams 


a steady stream of facts is provided. 

A short trip to the stadium cinema iHus- 
tmies the overriding sense of ifU>V- 
Over toe years Wembley has housed mu® 
more than football matches; this glimpse 
into toe past portrays the twin towram 
^ i-j., L rum sn-ri Twer Bridge- 



Cup floweth over: Neil Muirhead lifts 
a replica of the FA Cup 

Photograph: Rui Xavier 
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the saroe light as Big Ben ami 

For Mr and Mrs Muirhead, tbeir * 1 ^ 
John and other 
list football as their 

most successful sections of the tour were 

^^^h^^e^niinuscule, 


mind. When oor guide explained that one 
-articular door led to Her Majesty’s pri- 
vate bathroom, and then told us that we 
were forbidden so much as a glimpse in- 
side, the mind began to boggle. 

The non-football-loving members of the 
Muirhead family were visibly engaged by 
the tour. Despite Wembley's unimpressive 
location and its ugly, concrete foundations, 
jj was hard not to he impressed by the sheer 
gie of toe venue. 


“That’s where Mick Jaggcr and the 
Rolling Stones performed ‘Start Me Up’." 
the guide would point out, “This is the spot 
where the flame was lit during the 1948 
Olympic Games in London”; “The stage 
for Live Aid was over there." 

For football fans such as Neil, every 
room, scat and corridor conjures up im- 
ages of countless matches watched on tele- 
vision. If you have attended a big game at 
Wanblcy the sounds, smells and sights (and 


the outrageous prices) come flooding 
baek. The players’ changing rooms, 
adorned with replica England football 
shirts, are immaculate. As the sacred re- 
treat of the players, you would never see 
pictures of these rooms on the TV, and toe 
effect was not lost on Neil. 

Fittingly, it was in this room that he 
plucked up courage to ask two footballers, 
from Tromso in Norway, for an autograph. 
They were playing against Chelsea FC the 


following evening in toe European Cup 
Winners’ Cup but they had come, like pil- 
grims, to Wembley (if they were looking 
for inspiration they weren’t entirely sue- . 
cessfuL as their sidelost 7-1 the following . 
night). In addition to signing their names 
they also took photographs of one another 
in toe changing-rooms. 

Everyone, though, was disappointed (at, 
when told that they were not allowed to ■ y ■; 
tread the famous Wembley turf or so much 
as kick a single football. “It's a bit rubbish - 
to come all this way and not be allowed to . 
touch a single blade of grass,” was Neil’s 
comment. 

But this was not enough to spoQ toe 
tour. “A surprisingly good time” was Mrs 
Muirhead’s sporting verdict on the day’s 
outing. 

Mimbley Stadium tours (0181-902 8833 ) are 
held 10am-3pm dally except match days: '■ 
adults £6.95; children and OAPs £4.95; con- 
cessions £5.95 ■ 

The Muirhead family was invited to partic- 
ipate in a day out fra- ‘ The Independent’ after 
sending us their nomination for the Inde- 
pendenlfEngjish Tourist Board Ramify Holi- 
day of the Year award Their suggestion -The 
Flower House, GoongUlings Cottage, Con- 
stantine, Fabnouth, Cornwall (01326340630) 

- was announced as the winner last week. | 
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Bec ause we think the world of you ... 

current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


CA1 


HONGKONG 


ooB«ar also 
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£338 £589 
£336 £591 
£336 £599 
£363 £549 


NEW YORK 
BOSTON 
CHICAGO 
FLORIDA 


UKANG&ES 


SANFRANOSCO £182 
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Unequivocal prote ction against airline insolvency - CflA approved 
worldwide attention to detail 


ERS 


JO’BURG 

CAPETOWN 


£251 £366 
£154 £299 
£254 £285 
£319 £348 


£418 


I#E 7 15 A V E l EXPERTS 


For the real towtown rat 
travel, Tiallflndere is your one stop 
trawl sbop- 

Traiffliitfen oHere more low cast 



AMSTERDAM £59 FRANKFURT £93 MADRID £99 
PARIS £59 VIENNA £139 ROME £109 

ZURICH £102 PRAGUE £138 MILAN £109 

RETURN FARES EXCLUDING AIRPORT TAXES 


anyone. Experts in airfares smce 
1970 , wo can MtaHmki yourvwy 


on hotels and car Hre woridwWa. 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 - AFRICA £31 • PACIFIC £40 • ASIA £27 
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42-50 Earls Court Road 
Long Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street 
Long Haul Travel: 
: First. & Business Class: 
215 Kensington High Street 
. Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 TT» Priory Queenstfay 
ttorfdwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide TravBl: 

254-264 Sauchiehall Street 


W0L1458 


ABTAG9701 


58 Deansgate 
Wortchvtds Travel: 
First & Business Class: 


LONDON W86F7 
8171-938 3366 
LONDON W8 7RG 
0171-938 3839 
0171-938 3444 
LONDON W86BD 
0171-9375400 

BIRMINGHAM B4 6BS 

0121-2361234 
BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-3532224 
MANCHESTER M3 2FF 

0101-639 6969 
0161-839 3434 


Trailtinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


♦ HONG KONG ♦ 

■ THAILAND ♦ BALI ♦ 
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Pop In and m W todayt 5 
untrafly locatad In _ 


£190 
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Direct Flights 
Bangkok r r £335 
Hong Kong £399 



FLIGHTS©* 

travelling free n y 1 e 


Australia & NZ I USA & Canada I Worldwide 

01 71 757 246a 1 0171 757 2000 I 0171 757 2444 1 ^ 
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student and youth travel 

n 


COM irtn 
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ATHENS 

AUJTRAUA 

BANGKOK 

BEIJING 

BOMBAY 

BU3APEST 

CHICAGO 

COPENHAGEN 

DUBLIN 

HO CHI MINK 

HONG KONG 

KUALA LUMPUR 


.CamDus Travel makes sense 
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LA SAN FRAN ir l!7 229 

LISBON 55 1 14 

MADRID 61 SS 

MEXICO 154 507 

HEW YORK 59 172 

PARIS tursrrsrrrn 4V 
PRAGUE AC li« 

SEOUL 114 355 

SINGAPORE 2iS 337 

TOKYO 2*» 445 

VANCOUVER 1A7 334 
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BUDAPEST from £12 9,-tn 
Check Inn A ecoffinodot/on from £12 pppr, 

HONG HONG from £235 rtn 


0121 4 1 -1 I 848 
0121 233 461 1 
0)203 225777 

om tee 3303 

0)4) 357 060b 
0161 273 1721 
0115 924 0 i 04 
01865 242067 
01065 484730 
01 14 275 2552 
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Australia 


£567 
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j&jm /Urifaies 

Exclusive Fare 

- Flying into Sydney Brisbane 
or Melbourne. 

- From only £200 extra, 
indude 2 domestic flights on > 
the East Coast of Australia. 

- Book before 23 November, 
travel between 01 Jan- 
30 Jun 98 (exd. 3-11 Apr) 
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T IC Richmond Road, Kingston. Surrey KT2 5HI 


OPEN 7 DAYS 




0181 547 3322 
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FLIGHTB 




□ Weed the herbaceous border? 

□ Polish the pewter? ^ 

□ Follow the wacky adventures of Coropo, 
Foggy and Clegg? 

□ Take a trip to Paris or Brussels? 


Paris £69 
Brussels £65 

Lille £59 


0345 

303030 

nr tee an appointed owd agent 
or railway station- 


e u r o .s i a r 


Travelling free stylt 


l?£stisgiace 

WHEN YOU BOOK YOUR 

1/2 PRICE BRITISH AIRWAYS FUGHTS 

FROM THE SAINSBURYS OFFER TO OVER 

190 DESTINATIONS WORLDWIDE 
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CHEAPEST 
FLIGHTS 

0121 698 9893 
0181 943 9431 

SUNSHARE VACATIONS 


'LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMBTICA 
GAHB8EAH FAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AfflEA 

THRIFTWAY 
TRAVEL 
0171-4901490 
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Special Interest Holidays 
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* STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


Ho u Janeiro £W 
HaChiMnh £469 


EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE: 0171 361 6262. 0161 834 0668 (Manchester) 
EUKSEA&mn 361 6143 

ACCOMMODATION • CAX HIRE • INSURANCE AMD OVERLAND TOURS; 0171 Ml 6160 
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Our fares are ridiculously smal 


AMSTERDAM from 


BELFAST from 


BERGEN from 


BRUSSELS from 


COLOGNE from 


COPENHAGEN from 


DRESDEN from 


DUBLIN from 


EDINBURGH* from 


FRANKFURT from 


GLASGOW* from 


NICE from 


OSLO from 


PALMA from 


PRAGUE from 


ZURICH from 


E59 rtn. 


£59 rtn. 


£172 rtn. 


£59 rtn. 


£99 rtn. 


£119 rtn. 


rtn. 


£69 rtn. 


£59 rtn. 


£99 rtn. 


£139 rtn. 


£139 rtn. 


£129 rtn. 


£149 rtn. 


£99 rtn. 


Return fares from London Heathrow. 

Other fans are also snetebfe Iran East Mounds, 
teds Bradford, tessiik. Etfinbar^i, Staym Belbst and Dubfin. 
Cbntsct your beat Owe! agent or caH for details on 

0345 554554 

or book on the Internet r ™ ' 
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The Airline for Europe 
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tailored hoIWWp Ln: 
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ZIMBABWE 
SOUTH AFRICA . 
TANZANIA 
TeL 0181 343 3283 
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Africa, Asfe, Inda, 

Sbuffifi Central An 
* 2 to 37 weeks with 16 
years experience 

■ Unique custom built 
vehidfis 

■ Hotel trips Aomping 
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of World Offers 
- «4i us now on: 

0345 2221 II 
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Fares are return from London. All 
are subject ro availability -and travel 
periods.. Passenger taxes excluded. 
Hotel rates are per person perniebc. 
For details see (TV Teletext p38Q. 

your iravpJ agemor 
. Brirish Airways Travel Shop. 


World Offers ■**■■■ 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 

.The worlds favourite airline 
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LOCAL SPECIALITIES AND STUNNING SCENERY. 
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8/SKIING 


Carving 


a course 


across 

the 

Atlantic 



The resort of Vail, Colorado, just a stop away from Birmingham, London and Manchester 


Most skiers want to reach the 
slopes as quickly as possible and 
stay there for as long as they can. 
So why is it that North American 
resorts, involving long-haul flights 
and big time differences, are 
becoming increasingly popular? 
Cathy Facke has some answers. 


The mountains of the US began to gain in 
popularity a decade ago. as a dependable 
alternative when good snow in Europe was 
patchy. Once there, it is easy to see ad- 
vantages. The snow is reliable, but if it 
doesn’t arrive naturally, artificial snow is 
readily available. This ensures a much 
lunger skiing season than in Europe. Also, 
many .Americans construct their holidays 
piecemeal, instead of buying a package, 
making accommodation more flexible. 

In winter it is possible to find a day’s 
skiing almost anywhere in the northern half 
of North America. But the serious ski slopes 
are concentrated in five main areas. The 
best known may be the Rockies- the Amer- 
ican slates of Colorado, Wyoming, Mon- 
tana and Utah - but the most popular 
destinations for British skiers are the 
Canadian Rocky Mountain resorts of 
Whistler and Banff. California has also be- 
come popular, encouraged by tbe increase 
in non-stop flights to Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. On the east coast, tbe resorts 
of Vermont and New Hampshire offer a 
more cosy atmosphere than the Wild 
West towns of Colorado, although the cli- 
mate can be icy. And the fastest growing 


area, challenging New England in its ac- 
cessibility from Europe, is the state of Que- 
bec and its largest resort Moot TremblanL 
The main reason for the popularity of 
the Canadian Rockies - apart from the 
strength of the pound against the Cana- 
dian dollar - is accessibility. Banff and 
Whistler can be reached by direct sched- 
uled flights to Calgary and Vancouver re- 
spectively, and this winter Britannia has 
introduced a twice-weekly charter to Van- 
couver. Direct flights confer a big advant- 


age wtaeD weather conditions are difficult. 

Many of the holidays on offer have some 
element of BcdbUity. Some are taflor-made. 
Neflson is one of several operators to al- 
low a ski package to be booked without any 
flights at all which means that you can add 
a few days* skiing to a business trip or a 
visit to friends. Others allow a city stopover, 
Boston and Vancouver being among the 
most popular choices; and some offer two- 
cenirc holidays, combining a Canadian and 
an American resort. Crystal allows you to 


drive between Quebec and New England, 
or to fly between Rocky Mountain resorts. 
Virgin Sid offers a combination of skiing 
and a completely different activity: Thll 
Buildings and TM1 Mountains, for exam- 
ple, takes in Boston and the New Hamp- 
shire resorts. And for the first Lime, Ski the 
American Dream is offering add-on hol- 
idays from Denver to Hawaii, Florida, Ari- 
zona and Mexico. 

Ski safaris, which offer skiing in several 
resorts in the course of the same holiday. 
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are being promoted in Canada by various 
operators. Ski Independence’s five safaris 
depart on specified dates and allow the 
participants, who need to be to be skiers 
of at least intermediate level, to ski up to 
nine different areas during the 15-day trip. 

Not only are there more flights to Can- 
ada this year; more Canadian resorts are 
available to package tourists. Frontier Ski 
and Ski Safari are both offering holidays 
in Feraie, a small resort well known in 
British Columbia, but so far more or less 
untouched by the international market. 

As the Canadian market continues to 
expand, many operators are also promot- 
ing more US destinations. SkiWorld and 
Neflson are both offering the New England 
resorts of Kfllington and Stowe; Crystal has 
holidays in Crested Butte and Telluride: and 
this is the first season for Thomson in 
Aspen and its neighbour Snowmass. 

Colorado resorts will also benefit from a 
new charter service this year Monarch Air- 
lines is now flying into Denver every Wednes- 
day and Saturday. Direct scheduled flights 
between Denver and the UK ended three 
years ago when the city's new airport de- 
manded higher landing fees. Now the airport 

at Viil is muscling in, offering overnight one- 
stop connections on American Airlines 
from Birmingham, London and Manchester. 

Smaller companies pride ihcmsdvcs on 
knowing their areas and advising you where 
to go - or not to go. Ski North America Di- 
rect will sensibly advise a beginner against 
Jackson. Hole, and point him or her in the 
direction of Breckenridgc nr Steamboat, its 
brochure has warts-and-all sketches of resorts. 

TWo places at opposite ends of the con- 
tinent, Mont Tremblanl in Quebec and 


V 


Colorado and the Keystone tops 
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Visit sensational 


Salzburg 



At this time of year, Keystone 
in Colorado is already open for 
business night and day, as Cathy 
Pocfce discovered. 


A 3 night weekend break 

from only £309 per person 


Includes £10 UK Air Passenger Duty 


C ome wiih os to Sanations! Salzburg, home of Departures in March 1998 

dasskal music and birtliplare of Mozart. You will Sdd for jeer brochure today, oD oor bTocfame hotfine cm 


spend three nights in thsTOnld Heritage rice, set against 
a backdrop of breathtaking nuumtam scenery with the 
historic castle overlooking the city from its commanding 


0990 55 33 55 


or return the coupon below to: 
Independent Salzburg Offer, 


posnioq - a must for sightseers. You will discover Festive HouCAYS Ltd, P/tre Court, North Place, 


Sahboig is also a shoppes' paradise with many elegant Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL 50 4 DY. | 

^^bo n n qK s B ,b™»c TOm d.B«of S !I,«v m r f"-~^^[^ToFFeR | 

the relaxed atmosphere of the cay cafes and watch the * , | 

wMp^by. l Ptaase fwwari mo a brochure. j 

This superb break also indudes a visit to the Bavarian | Nano (MriMre/Ms) — — — - — 7 - ... — — ( 

«y of Munich where juu can spend your risking 1 1 

sites like the Nvznphenbing falace or experience one of f [ 

the famous beer fcellcrs, afire with die sound of TJmpah’ 1 — — — ' j 

music and songs. { „ J 

These holidays have been arranged in conjunction wkh I 1 

Re?ni Ea^aadisOSW NnHpaperPnbfishfajg^c. J trtm Newspaper Puttftngpte or bom comp*» B * 8 PP™|*: J 


Address: 


l postcode: 


***>«««« 1 



“Hi, Tin Jerrie. I’m really excited to be 
teaching ladles’ day, and I'm really look- 
ing forward to siding with you all. What 
are your goals for the day, ladies?” 

This was the beginning of a Thuiv 
day ski «*k»« last season at Keystone, 
Colorado, aimed at “women who want 
to gain more confidence in their slu- 
ing”. and made available because mar- 
ket research claims that women prefer 
to be Taught by women - and also, ap- 
parently, to rid in women-only groups. 

There appears to be very little 

about the skiing in this part of Colorado 

that hasn't been scrutinised by some 
kind of survey. Bui although there were 
customer comment forms in the ski 
rental building. I was surprised to find 
that no one asked me to review the par- 
abolic, of carving, rids I hired. The 
Americans call these Super Sidecuts 
and they Ye shorter than ttuditiomil skis. 
With a paddle shape at the lop, and a 
narrower part where the foot is at- 
tached. they are intended to help 
carve better turns. Whether they do or 
not is quite difficult to judge when you 
ski only for an occasional week here 
and there; but I fell in belter control. 


and 1 certainly skied faster down the 
mountain than I ever have before. 

This turned out to be useful in try- 
ing to avoid the snowboarders. Dis- 
appointingly for the skier. Keystone has 
given up its snowboard-free status. In 
recent years it was the only resort in 
the state that catered for skiers only; 
now the a] I -encompassing research has 
shown that less money is made from 
skiers who like board-free slopes than 
from snowboarders. So since the be- 
ginning of last season skiers have had 
to dodge the boarders here, us they do 
pretty much everywhere else. 

Keystone Is a duster of condo- 
miniums and lodges that has operat- 
ed as a ski resort for less than 31) years. 
Last year ihc reson merged with the 
group which manages Vhil. and the 
number of building sites in evidence 
suggests that plenty of expansion is 
planned. For now it retains the at- 
mosphere of a village - even though. 


SKI TIP 


Jf you ski off-piste and in trees 
remember to watch the spaces and 
not the cnees. Your body will fallow 
your line of sight and take you 
through die Snow rather than having 
to focus on avoiding the trees. 

Chris ExaH 


unlike nearby Breckenridgc, it had no 
settlement until the skiers moved in. 
Many of the condos are privately 
owned, and are still lived in by their 
owners for at least part of the year. This 
makes them more individual and lux- 
urious than they might otherwise be. 

Four people slaying in a two-bed- 
room condo will pay little more* per per- 
son than they would when booking a 
package in England and staying in a 
hotel. But most condos have a bath- 
room for each bedroom, a large siuing- 
roam with a log fire, a fully equipped 
kitchen, and an extra room containing 
a large Jacuzzi - a perfect place to re- 
lax and contemplate the mountains. 

While you soak in the hot water, you 
can judge the performance of the 
hardier souls who arc night-skiing: Key- 
stone is one of the few resorts that keep* 
some of its lifts open - and iLs pistes 
lit - until 9pm, giving about 50 per cent 
more skiing lime than usual to those 
who have tbe stamina to enjoy it. 

For those who prefer to ski or 
snowboard by sunlight, the lifts open 
at 8.30am and lead up to a section of 
slopes on three mountains. Keystone 
Ihc North Pfeak and the Outback. 
These provide an astonishing variety of 
skiing, and in my party- which consisted 
of one seriously advanced ski-moun- 
laineering type, two intermediates and 
one complete beginner - we all found 
some to challenge us. 
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Mammoth Mountain in California, both 
pride themselves on being family resorts, 
and this year they are putting a lot of ef- 
fort into promoting their new features. 

Mont Tremblant used to be an old- 
fashioned ski village, until h was thoroughly 
modernised at huge expense; it is now the 
most popular resort on the Canadian east 
coasL A children's centre now transports 
its clients up the nursery slopes on a mag- 
ic carpet, and provides child care until 
930pm on two nights of the week. This year 
the mountains have been zoned into areas 
for snowboarders, slow skiers and mogul 
fans. Birdwatching trails have been added 
to the off-piste opportunities; a floodlit 
area, the Xzone. offers skiing and other 
activities three nights a week. 

Mammoth Mountain's high-speed quad 
lifts and floodlit slopes should increase ski- 
ing time. There are reduced-price lesson/ 
lift/equipment packages for absolute be- 
ginners, and from April onwards you can 
ski in the morning and have a round of gpff 
in die afternoon. Mammoth is a six-hour 
drive from Los Angeles, but an internal 
flight to Reno shortens the transfer time. 

Increased accessibility is probably tbe 
most important development in trans- 
atlantic skiing holidays. This could be the 
lime to lake advantage of the laid-back 
lifestyle of North America. 


HAYS TO I 
1RTRAV 
IHSURANC 


M HOH IUNN 

® Minis™ 


FrontierSki (0181-7768709); Ski Safari (0171- 
262 5069): Ski Independence (0990550555); 
NeiUon ( 0990 99-1444): Crystal (0181-399 
3144): login Ski (01293 617181); Ski the 
American Dream (0181-552 1201 ); SkiNorih 
America Direct (07000 325325); Skworid 
<0171-602 4826): Thomson (0990329329) 
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But in addition to its own three 
mountains. Keystone has benefited 
from the merger with Vail, and is now 
connected to Vail, Beaver Creek and 
nutefiricfee by a shuttle coach service. 

This makes the whole area into 
something like an American version of 
ranee s Trois Alices. Although ft isn’t 

the four resorts, 
the lift tickets are all interchangeable, 
which means that it’s cost effective as 
lh ea ^ r 10 “ different areas on 
hoi-^ me A day ’ or al least to the same 
hohday. And although it is run by a dif- 

£?? “T*”*' fre e shuttle bus 

and Arapahoe ■ 

add^an 

“Saftasa'es 

Rcson^ Ur ^ Keystone hy road - 

Express runs a frequent minibus • 

cc out of both Denver and Eagle 

^ ** ■ «« two airporT^ 
Q most L . a Ppealir 1 g thing about 

aown the slopes instead of just read- ‘ 
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No room on the slopes 


Anyone expecting a mass of 
late-booking ski bargains this 
year is living in Cloud Cuckoo 
Land,' according to Thomas 
Cook. Stephen .Wood reports on 
the industry^ boom. 




If all goes well, I will be skiing in Arc- 
tic Sweden today. I’d never heard of 
the resort of Dundret until a few days 
ago; but when somebody told me that 
snow had fallen, the lifts were running 
and the Japanese downhill racing 
team was about to start its pre-season 
training there, I thought: why not? 

You’d better get move on if, for ex- 
ample, you are hoping to go siding dur- 
ing the Christmas break. Andy Perrin, 
managing director of Crystal Britain’s 
biggest ski company, says that the week 
beginning 27 December is dose to be- 
ing fully booked, and skiers “will really 
have to shop around to get a holiday”. 
And if you were planning to kit your- 
self out with an O'Neill fleece and some . 
Salomon snowboarding boots from the 
Snow+Rock catalogues, you’re too 
late: those items - among several 
others - have already sold out. The 
wholesaler Terry Lingard (whose Out- 
door Leisure company imports K2 skis. 
Smith goggles and several ski-wear 
ranges) is cheerfully “expecting to 
dear out the warehouse this year”. 

The 1997/8 season is turning out to 
be a bonanza for skiing . Tal k to any- 
one in the business, and you are likely 
to bear that they have “never seen any- 
thing like it'.’. 

Tour operators were happy enough 
last year when, after three years of de- 
cline. the number of s kiing holidays sold 
in the UK increased by about 10 per 
cenL This season the increase is - so 
far- at least twice as big. Crystal’s Andy 
Perrin says that bookings were “mas- 
sively up” in February and March this 
year. 

“It was almost as if people had come 
back from their skiing holidays with 
change in their pockets," he says. 
“Every beer or coffee had been 
cheaper than they expected, thanks to 
. the value of the pound abroad, and the 
exchange rates meant we could puL 
A ‘Save up to £300 per couple on 96/97 
t prices’ on the cover of our previous 

brochure for this season. The result was 


that our early-scason bookings were j 
sometimes running at a level 90 per 1 
cent above last year’s.” 1 

Skiers are, Perrin says, “going 1 
where the value for money is: the big I 
winners are those countries which i 
have ‘benefited’ most from exchange 
rate variations.” And that means the 1 
old favourites, France, Austria and 
Switzerland. Crystal's bookings to 
Switzerland arc up an astonishing 390 
per cent - although, as Perrin points 
out, this year's brochure tripled the size 
of the sMmg programme there. But no 
destination is doing badly: “Italy’s 
growth has stowed down - that’s as bad 
as it gets.” he says. The only holidays 
that are hard to sell are those in Christ- 
mas week itself - because the 20 De- 
cember start is too early for most 
families - and self-catering packages, 
“because people can afford some- 
thing better". 

Perrin’s figures are for the growth 
in the number of holidays; he has not 
noticed a big increase in tire amount 
spent per holiday. But Joanna 
Yellowlees- Bound has. She is manag- 
ing director of the independent oper- 
ator, Erna Low, and one of the 
never-seen-anything-like-its (“not in 15 
years of selling ski holidays”). She says 
that “trading-up” has helped her com- 
pany to double its turnover this year. 
The fact that it has become the UK 
sales representative for the Pierre & 
Vacances apartment agency, the 
biggest in France, has contributed to 
the growth; but Yellowlees- Bound 
says that Erna Low’s turnover on hol- 
idays to La Plague and Les Arcs, a sim- 
ilar range to that offered last year, are 
up 80 and 100 per cent respectively. 

Why the sudden rush to go skiing? 
Windfalls, exchange rates and the 
feelgood factor are a big part of it ‘prey 
have pushed Thomas Cook's winter 
holiday market up 20 per cent, says its 
spokesman, Richard Gnimiuit. But ski- 
ing is outperforming the rest of the 
market, he says, with sales in its Ski 
Direct division up ty 30 per cent. Last 
season’s weather obviously has a lot to 

do with that as Crystal’s Andy Perrin 

says, “Not only did eveiyone get great 
value for money, they got great snow, 
L too.” 

j . In the equipment business (where 
5 Snow+Rock’s sales are up 25 per 
s cent), growth has been stimulated by 


yet another factor. Steve Hazell 
S now + Rock’s marketing director, says 
the enthusiasm at last week’s Daily 
Mail Ski Show at Olympia suggested 
that “everyone wanted to get buzzed up 
again". Sales of skis have fallen, Teny 
Lingard, of Outdoor Leisure, points 
out, from about 85,000 per year in the 
late Eighties to 25,000 last season; but 
“they are going up this year," he says, 
“because there’s a reason to buy new 


Ski 

bonanza: 
thfcyeart 
rush is 
partly due 
to the 
strong 
pound 
Photograph'. 
Bob Allen/ 
Stodrfile 


ones. 

The latest carving skis arc sweep- 
ing away traditional designs - and 
buzzing up the market for boots, too. 
Steve Hazell saw people at the 
Olympia show “queuing for an hour to 
try on boots”, and buying expensive 
models with custom insoles and zip-fit 
liners because “they no longer want to 
compromise on comfort” . (You will not 
be surprised to learn that attendances 
on the opening weekend at Olympia, 
and for the duration of the earlier 
Birmingham show, were up by 20 per 
cent.) 

As with holidays, so with ski equip- 
ment: “buy now while stocks last” has 

a ring of truth. To keep up with demand 

at the show, Salomon air-freighted the 
equivalent of a 40ft container of stock 
to Snow+Rock last week - they did not 
dare risk its being caught in the French 
lony -drivers' strike. But that was part 
of a pre-season order, now Hazell 
would like to reorder many lines. In 
most cases he can’t, because after dif- 
ficult years manufacturers have 
reduced the amount of stock they keep 
- and at this Lime of year they have 
stopped production, to concentrate on 
next season's models. 

But even in this season’s seller’s 
market, some things are readily avail- 
able, and at a bargain price. In the dif- 
ficult Christmas week, for example: 
Crystal has now dropped tire prices for 
some holidays in Italy, France and 
North America on 20 December - and 
in ski equipment, too. 

As Outdoor Leisure’s Tfcrry Lingard 
says, “anyone who's got stock of ^trad- 
itional skis will be panicking new” -so 
in the unlikely event that you want to 
buy a pair, you should be able to get 
a keen price. But what if the resorts 
where you planned to go are fully 
booked? Perhaps Dundret, in Arctic 
Sweden, could be an alternative. I’U 
keep you posted. 
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Overseas Trav el 


2 WAYS TO GET 
YOUR TRAVEL 
INSURANCE 

I. FREE FROM UMN FOB 
1. PRY FOR IT ELSEWHERE 

Free insuraace on all overseas 
holidays oner Q99. Just ask at 
l any Luna Poly Holiday Shop. 
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Special Interest Holidays 


available at your local student 
travel shop or students union, 
for mere information call 

01457 890930 

© ® 


Special Interest Holidays 


Skiing Holidays 




New '98/9 9 
brodura 
out now! 

SB T 5£i jfai mim w » » «■ 

• cultural Tours • Nature Tours^ 

• Easy Hikes • wilderness safaris 

• Major Treks • seatreks 

• River Journeys • Tallshlp Voyaoes 

Over 170 adventures in Europe, Greece. Turkey. \ 
Egypt Middle East. Africa. India. China. Japan. Asia, 
Americas. Aus/NZ. S days to 6 weeks. Prices from 
£345 to £ 3450 . . - 

Cafl for brochure H 

w 01252 344161 Jg r f -MF § fv 

Explore Worldwide (W) 

AWershot, BUlllLQ IITl 

My Bonded AITO/ATOL 2595 I 

http:/Am*exptore.co.uk 


SKYROS Hofatlc Hots In Graaca ft aCHILEa BELIZE a BOLIVIA aKKUa 
Caribbean. Ovw 200 couros lad -» < 
by tutors mcL Andrew N V ^ 2 


8 days 


FAX- 0171 293 2505 


Skiing Holidays i 

IN FRANCE 

• New, just ore shared Ht pass provides / ilO 
A unfcntad access a AIQton d exierava ^ £15^. ftsl 

M and irenalod petes thrau 9* ,ou V — ^ l ^\^k ** ^ 

W? HwUPtegna 

1 Les Arcs sU area. 


A village ski resort Id 
the Mont Blanc region, 
with 150 tans of pistes. 
Only 4 kms from 
Megeve. Holidays from 
£80 for accommodation 
and six day aid pass. 
Chalets, apartments 
and hotels. 

For information and 
bookings cal l 
00 33 4 50 21 9057 




•ZZBprexvu 
• FREE tata-m*fe swvicB 
• Myffltf*»&wn 22 UKAbpons 
•kuuntquoiailm A umOioWta’ 

SFUNWAtA 

0181 466 0222 


i >>Plus Travel 

, Switzerland 


UOMMw WWWJSEfilaw«raJ&, 
ggggVAIIONS: 0171 5B4 2841 BBOOftRE: 0171 S847B2Q 


5 Top Claus Raaorts I J 
1 Car Wre Inchadad Vj 

, Dally SdtaduM Rights > 
.LAST SEATS FOR HEW YEAR 


* Prices from only \ 

£596 


SkB^'SH-iafaiti 


Pavtea, Sua Tbvmwnd SJoyab £ 
WBcox. Superb MOhaMaMV £ 
community, 6aL load. 0171 284 ( 

3065. hnp^/Wwwj*y»xj»JMiw > 
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Puts other holidays in the shade 


UNTIL 14 DEC 

WY “iJSSg 275 

VniT- *«2 04 1 4 ~ 

1661 ■ ■ ■enin Utlln 



0 EnrerfGmpillmiwa 

| 0181747fl08 


DiHRliriiOnr* SaowooblUng 

Snaw^riwataf 

All types. aB levels ri s^lng. 
All the best resorts &ter rains. 
The Canada ' tffori 

specialists. t— stffifgTT 

Free colour 

brochure. 'Vngi^ 
Miavoni nNH 
HT012MO ‘riir 


Christmas 

Extra 

Holidays 

Visit Beautiful 

MADEIRA 

or exotic 1 

■fl852S8. 


-WDOfl. EGYPT ISRAEL TWtor- 

VD122 ATOL3851. 


Activity Holidays 


EXODUS 

■ * JQwrUad ExpiJtllouM 

The wM«t dio.ce.rf “ 

, Weir KQ., 

France 


t 0161 8324441 S 
< imnsn ahlub udub q 
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^eo adverts 
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PLUS TRAVEL 


| Steamboat |'4 


RKWUIOM TOOBS 

TKOtlMMia 
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SKI CALIFORNIA 
FROM JUST 


0131 776 8709 
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The finest idecdoo of 
□omees. fennbousra and 


MtWlWjllHBWBgWg 

EUROPE 
CANADA ft USA 

BsmtJWcBForSHea6ySUma 

0aABCbtlti*,HoM*,SJC 

ABA Mitt 


Dinghy sai/ing 
S.Wndsurfing . 
m Villa flotifiq/llijfilfa 
RYA courses and . 
. instruction 
& Mountain biking 
holidays 

& Caribbean sailing 

; ftom only £579 


: a- canvas HOLIDAY offers you the freedom of Europe 
— iiipUTC at over 70 hand-picked sites. Including more 

^ and ,ate season optlons than ever 
F before. Call for a free 

1998 brochure. on 0645 747 222. W 

Cumtann 

, iOSA33C • - = - 


FREISflT 


Btafltyvmasandtrtta ga*’!;* " 

u«»»y retail * ***•■ 

DOimoaWE 

reovwo! 

51? Hwsb* Wat la"* 4 " ■* 8aH - 
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Dostbrncbda- 
„j5ur a Ihtlr ‘ 
! tin I99S colour bfodunr : 


wv JIMS'** ’98 

-BOOKumecn 
2J00 PRWAT E 
OWNERS ADVERTISE 
• vdas S Htwres, 
many vrttipoo« 

•CnaaBB • SaxSos^ ««™**|* 
■ FarW Holald - MoWe Homes 
Breaks 

ag regions al f®* 1 : 

Frea 318«Coto U :B«SS 


A superior choice 
oftrmSSonal French 
hoiAsy properties, 
nacoanmaac a 
Rirfa(o9»uid36SU; & 
CQOTE8EHPQK HP R, 
VACANCES EH &SSM2$ 
CAMPAOffi 

wawaaw oajw e a pJAjQ A/ 

VIKTAOe PRANCE: Fan«bM®“ 
urtzh private pools In hM0». 
SouOVWoat ISM BW*®« 
01954261431 ATTOABTA 


QUOTING DIHIM 

01282445004 


VILLAS 4 FARMHOUSES 

ALL ova FRANCE 
CHRISTMAS A 1998 

BndutaaUkURlb. 

g 01489 878567 

CYCLING FOR SOFTIES maara 
BxquWia menus, quality twtalB 
andaunlquaidawcInasIFisne 
tnm a Ucycta. Agam ATCM. BOB. 
1aL (0161)2485134. 

HORMAMIY Gltes De France. 12Q 
• ccKstaUl fund ootu. Nonnamflej 
^yaamc8^31922l 7237tB AFTO | 



ARGENTI EH RE. Warm wateams, 
Bood food, eholet In old vBaga. nr 
Mont Bane Btau TW OIS82 782B19 

BIO SKIING, SHALL VILLAGES, 
Las Ares, 3 Vkflaya/ VaknoraL 
Exeaflani ChaMWHotato. From 
£1991 SERIOUS FUN 0171 405 

ioia 

LA PLAGNE/TK9MES: aupaib 
chdats; moat art auSK MIHMS. 
Great value. Fly/Euroatat, SKI 
BoaL ATOL AITOt 0120 7B0 406. 

BELLE PLAQUE. Private apt. 
Colour TV. Dtthmahec Steeps 5. 
Adjacent piste. Avafl. Doc-ApriL 
£200380 pw. 01277214446. 

DiKovsT the Umfisooverwl. 
Nordto skfbio, pretty unapoft vfl> 
lane. Irtandly- batata & gnat 
regional food. 01608 48899 fa 
<98 brech. HsKftntar ATT0214Z 
ATOL 

SIMPLY SKI - IRM brochure now 
hvbDMM AsupwtsUve range ol 
. cbalatalnVaitnssre.CouichwBL 
Uaribd,LaPlapNt,VtaitJiarand5t 
AKtoa ExcaOant cHldearai tadlt 
I ties plus surly booking dtscoonb 
1 an EsiaciBd datoa. oisi B9G 8323 

ABTA VI 337 ATM. AFTO 



MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN 
OR LAKE TAHOE 

Fligiit, hotel, car included. 

Book now and lads UND6R 17 
qualify for 50% discount 
on Los Sngeles flights. 




AT V. 

fLACES VSEI-TOPRING^ 

I Call for our colour brochure^ 

10114 275 7500,. J 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TO RESPOND TO ANY 
Voice personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL: 

0891 862 117 

AND FOUOW THE EASY INSTRUCTIONS. 

24 HOURS A DAY! 

(Calls cos* 50p per minute ataH times) 


WOMEN 

seeking 


PERSONAL 


PAX.-0I7I 293 2505 


w . THE INDEPENDENT 

Voice personals 





Die hunk. 3CMS. must haw 
VGSOH and a M*»'Q to g* 
past first haw. Cheshire. 

— — rs 

BRIGHTON BEUE 
FurHoving, warm. sflm. atixae- 
Bve professional female. <nn 
GSOH 35. seeks antiar mate. 
35-10. tor possUo romance. 

•g3367 — 

UADYS£QCS 
ROWAN CATHOUC— 

...or strayed Homan Gamonc 
□entteman, tar possible 
fornanca. My Werasta ■ mutec, 
poetry, dining out, walks, 
nature, theatre, cinema, hone 
Me. Are you a genuine, kind, 
loving soul, awa* 1 South West 
area. T T3390 

iuSemelaughi 

ProJassfonal, tog. praJty female, 
3?. passion tar fun/taugnter, 
woufdkke to share file wttti N/S. 
sincere, ta* male, to tedude 
romance. What haw you got to 
lose but loneliness? Surrey. 

18*3325 . 

PROFESSIONAL? 
Sophisticated end attractive, 
blonde terrain, seeks ta A pro- 
lessrona), handsome mate. 33- 
4$, for fun days out lazy after- 

nocms, candte m dinners, week- 
ends away and romance. 

i MlfMlarst Wg. tr3324 

BROKEN-HEARTED 
Curvy, aquarian lemala, 41. 
da/k hair. ST. enjoys nunga 
mysterious ft mutti-amension- 
al, cinemas, travel, laughter, 
pMosoohY. seeks kind, honest, 
commuted, open-minded. Ian. 
solvent, sorted male. 40-50. 
deep eyes, lor tnendshtp/rala- 


FREE SPIRIT M CORNWALL 
Bright, spiritual, country-toinng 
Inmate. 28. enjoys spontaneity. 
The Levelera. ramaafl. good 
food and red wine, seeks 
grounded mate, lo share her 

tourney win. If 336fl 

SOUTH HANTS FEMALE 
Warm, attractive, aim brunette. 
5TT. N/S. enjoys good conver- 
sation. theatre, outdoor pur- 
suits. sailing, golf etc. seeks 
special mate, 5060. tor com- 
pantonamp. possible rafcmon- 


ONE M I0H-UON 
VNadous. attractive brunette. 
23, seeks tai, athletic, profes- 
sional guy, 30s. for friendship/ 
relationship- HampshbelHome 

Counties. 03401 

SPOTTY ft ADVENTUROUS 
Slim, attractive, red-needed 
femate. 32. 5". looking tor Mr 
Right Are you lal, 30-same- 
thing, professional. Indepen- 
dent. wett-travefad but stiff an- 
gle? Phone now. South Coast/ 


EVER HOPEFUL 
Articulate, slim, ahectlonata, 
divorced, Aincan/Carlbbean 
lady. 40s. West Yorks based, 
loves culture, conversation, val- 
ues He, warns lo be chsrtshed. 
seeks N/S. professional, black 
male. GSOH, for htendstop- 


N ON-TECHNOIOG! CAL 
SBm. fit country-living and 
working femate graduate. 44, 
seeks Norfolk mate, lor walks, 
cinema, music and meats ouL 



SAILOR AMOYT 
Friendly, professional tall s8m, 
Asian femate. 25, enjoys saff- 
ing, tHbte-tanma, theatre, seeks 
practical male. GSOH. with 
similar interests, 25-3S. (Or 
friendship, possible relation - 


TIREDOF 

COOKING FOR ONE? 

Me no. Adventurous, attractive 
female, 2 e. seeks tal, fun-lov- 
ing mala. 28-38. tor Mend- 
stiofrWationsMp. films cinema, 
pubs. Intefigent convorsatton. 
travel, Independent On 
Sunday, hops you do too. 

W/Yomshtre. 031 bi 

FEY BRUNETTE 
Attractive, very tovmg. inteM- 
gant female, 29. a We eccen- 
tric, adores an knots, music, 
countryside, esoteric arts, hav- 
ing fun, seeks protective, 
humorous. Intelligent. weS-bred 
male, 35-42, to watch the 
stars. Glastonbury area. 
03178 

TOTAL WOMAN 
SEEKS TOTAL MAN 
Are you tall, handsome, 
mature, professional, active, 
single mate. 35-457 I am a sin- 
gle. black, classy, educated 
and open-minded female. ST. 
32. Race not an Issue. 0*3156 
FAIR-HAIRED 

51m, AntfcHteHan femate, 32. 
taring in If* Putney area, would 
enjoy the company, of a well- 
mannered male, of a similar 
aga, for a long-term happy reta- 

Bonshlp. TT3182 

ADVENTUROUS 
COMPANION WANTED 
Am you an adventurous, affec- 
Donata? Weft-educated mate. 
35-45? Are you interested ta 
the great outdoors? Do you 
want lo hovel to more mode 
places? Female. 30s. seeks 
you, tor Iriendsh Ip/romance. 

XT3134 

TWO'S COMPANY 
Are you ff+, fair, medium bulk), 
ton -loving. Independent, sol- 
vent. N/S. 35-40? Then this few 
female, 33. 5*1", would like to 


SEEKMG A FRIEND 
Chinese female, 33, studying in 
UK. enjoys music, raarflng. 
Hms and travel, seeks profes- 
sional. honest, educated, tail, 
slm. wh#n mate, 34-40. with 
good taste. N/S, tor friendship. 

London area. 03159 

GORGEOUS CELLIST 
Intelligent, slim female. 35, 
seeks warm, commurecathe, 
professional mate. » share cul- 
tural pursuts. country wafts, 
interesting conversation- NW 

area- 03168 

LADY SEEKS 
ROMAN CATHOLIC. - 
...or strayed fVC gentleman, 
for possible romance. My Inter- 
ests: music, poetry, dining out 
walks, nature, taeatra. cinema, 
home He. Are you a genuine, 
kind, loving soul, 26-487 South 
West area. 03180 





FIERY BRUNETTE 
Attractive, tatefftgant femate. 
29. a Hie eccentric, very toy- 
ing. adores animals, music, 
couttrystde. esoarto ana, hav- 
ing ton, seeks protective, 
humorous, intelligent, well-bred - 
mate. 35-42, to wa«i (ha store. 


SINGLE LADY 

Ybung lady, 29, enjoys music, 
candlelt dinners and wine, 
seeks romantic, attractive 
male, tor friendship. Lancs 

area. *0*2913 

CHESHHELA0Y 
Artfoulate, attractive, enjoys 
wafting. laHng, ttnatra, muatc. 
(fining, seeks single, sane, sol- 
vent, soaabte mate, 364,. Could 


BE MY LIBRARY 
Fsmate. 31 . likes mu8«, books, 
cinema, soaks Oxford-educat- 
ed, sociable, GJncore, honest 
mate. 30-36. should possess 
GSOH. for friendship and raia- 
ttanshlp. Durham/London area. 

02978 

CAN YOU VALUE ME? 
t ant a confident and sincere, 
sophisticated, yet down-to- 
earth. attractive. 40-eomething 
femate, looking tor a valued 
mete. NW LondrxVCambridgo. 

■02940 

FANCY A CHALLENGE? 
Outgoing. toteBgsnt. genuine. 
fun-foving female, 34. 57, 
enjoys archeology, museums, 
dubs, pubs, enjoys Ota to the 
ML seeks Ml. attractive, InfeN- 
gent mete, GSOH. with MmOar 
interests, tor friendship. possF 


PARTNER FOR UFB 
Slim, attractive, divorced, 
African lady, 35. GSOH. with 
one son. varted Interests, seeks 
genuine, kind, honest, roman- 
tic. family loving, prulessfcm- 
aMjusfnessman. 40*. tor long - 
tetm commflmertt. No ttme- 
wastsra please. London area. 


GORGEOUS CELLET 
intelligent, sBm female, 35. 
seeks warm, communicattvfl, 
p ro fessional male, to share cul- 
tural pursuits, country wafts, 
interesting conversation. NW 
area. TT291Q . 

GOOSEBERRY1 
Independent tafelKgent, attrac- 
tive. witty, thoughtful, spotty, 
unMchy female. 33, 518*. seeks 
athletic, toteUgwt. protesston- 
aL taieresting ft humorous, 
honourable male. 30-40teh. 
5*11*4, masculine not nean- 
derthal, for friendshfe first 
West Sussex based. 02974 
SEEKMG 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Very attractive, slm. affection- 
ate, lively, professional, 
divorced lady, nrwKMe. 5*8*. no 
children. N/S. GSOH. likes 
countryside, walking, restau- 
rants, cinema, ton, seeks (after, 
professional gent, under 45. 
EJLancs/N. Yorks area. 02925 
SEEKING WONDERFUL MAN 
Petite, affectionate ft caring, 
professional femate, youxj36. 
seeks handsome, kiteifigenl 
mate, 35-45. for companion- 



COULD CHANGE YOUR LIFE 


My say if happens whan you 
least expect it. Or should I say where 
you least expect it. Who'd have thought placing 
personal ad would lead lo something like this, i was 
looking to meet a few nice people. But then there weft 
Chris. Wow! Funny, cute, and so sweet. Now we're hot 
talking marriage hWe. WeH, not just yet.. .35 

To place your own FREE personal ad, call 

0800 216318 


EVEN THE CALL iS FREE 


For FREE live assistance from a Voice Personal representative 
cal) Morway-Friday 9am-8pm. 

¥ 

** . THE INDEPENDENT ■* 

Voice personals 

Voice Personals* appears in The Independent each Saturday 
and in The Independent on Sunday 










UTTLE TREASURE 
Sfi^ttfy bohemian, attractive, 
professional lady, 50. seeks 
youthful gate, N/S, who enjoys 
home ife. travel, lha Bris, good 
conversation and has adven- 
turata Ms smft Herts. 1T33S4 
CALLING! 

Thoughtful, sometimes Chal- 
lenging female, always opti- 
mistic and irtte resting to be 
with, enjoys eyefing. tabling ft 
my work, sacks mate, 45-60, 
with positive, energetic outlook, 
from N.Shropshire/N .wales/ 

S.Chasfrira. C3345 

O SOLO NO-NO 
Connected, creative, active, 
spiritual, sorted, tun-toving, pro- 
(Bssional woman. 51. N/S. 
sssks teW-back mate compan- 
ion, to share, laughs, hols, 
wafts. Ufa and Jerry Lae Lewis, 

SW. tT33t32 

THE IONG IN THE CAKE 
Alfecitonate, underatanefing 
tamale. 53. GSOH, idng on the 
cake someone to share things 
waft, enjoys Sfe, wafting, sav- 
ing, travelling, looking lor 
happy, easygoing, tan mate. 45- 
55. tor lasting relationship. 

South. tP33B3 

LITERATE, UVELY WOMAN 
Female, 50. taring In London, 
seeks reasonably new man, 
who enjoys pubs, coiema. raft- 
ing, walking 8 reafeng. who 
doesn't object to smoking. 

TT3400 

STYUSH A SPARKLING 
Attractive, styfish. brunette 
lady, 43, tooks younger, no ties, 
enjoys travel and adventure, 
seeks professional male, 35- 
49, N/S, wttti staiftar interests, 
lor Mendehipfrel^onship. 
Aberdeen area, TT31B7 
SOUL MATE REQUIRED 
Lovely, slm, attractive, profes- 
sional lady; occasional smoker, 
looking for love, seeks amotton- 
a9y aware, professional mate. 
44-54. Hertfordshire area. 
W317H 


FEWNME GRADUATE 
Executive, stytish. slim, attrac- 
tive, very affectionate and s*v 
cara femate, young 40s. loves 
music and the arts, seeks male, 
42-50, exacuttveforofesskmal. 
wbh sbfeter quaMes. for perma- 
nerrt. happy relationship- Fytde 

coastarea. tt3l1fl 

SURREY LADY 
Attractive, sfim. fft female. 45. 
seeks rock cflrnbfng compan- 
ion, for oocestonal outings. 
Engfend/Wates, good tools. 
Imoll^mca appreciated too. 

StMPLY~fHEBEST 

Ciwttve. humane, bteck lady, 
enjoys travel, laughter, currant 
Often, eyeftno. cinema, cook- 
ing, seeks tun-tovtng. bripra. 
creative, Uack/mlxed race 
male, 38-48, with inifivWuaRy 
and warmth. London area 

*0*3151 

SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Independent, educated tody, 
enjoys travel, keep flL dnema. 
covrttysfde. seeks WndL gen- 
uine, professional mate. 6050. 
lor friendship, poseijiy more. 


ARE YOU THE ONE? 
Vegetarian female, 40-some- 
thing, Interests include media- 
tion. classical music, health 
Issues, seeks vegetarian 
Incfined male, of similar age. 

TT3142 

GRADUATE WOMAN... 
...seeks man who remembers, 
The Beatles, The Ea^e. The 
Apptoyardes. Ha’s profession- 
al, advent, grammar school 
educated, free to enter whole- 
hearted serious relationship. 
Laateagrttertus would do. She 
is lovely; limy and serious toa 

C3125 

SUSSEX COAST LADY 
Attractive, warm, caring, edu- 
cated, sflm widow. mid-60s, 
many Interests, seeks profee- 
sfonal/academfc male, lor 
friendship, possible relation- 

stop. C3145 

SEEKING A FRIEND 
Divorced, dim, attractive unl- 
veisfly teacher & EnguisL 43, 
5*5", from West Yorkshire, loves 
culture, conversation, laughter, 
dime, valid ng. most spate, 
peace, beauty and fist, seeks 
mate, 35-50, N/S, with simBar 


ONE IN A MILLION 
Professional, stytish. black 
female. S*ltr. with GSOH. 
seeks spontaneous mate, 33- 
39, N/S. tor ton and rom anc e. 
London. W2945 


MEN 

SEEKING 

WOMEN 


CRABBY CANCER 
Easygoing, sensitive, earing 
mate. 41. 5*10*. N/S. enjoys 
sodaftstag, sports, dtntag out 
dnema, places of interest, 
axtetry walks, sorts ^ 

temale, 90+, to share He 

Interests. Hertfordshire area. 


SEARCHING FOR 
SOULMATE 

TAB, vegetarian, blond mala, 
yamg-tookfng 41, medium 
bufld. goad dress sense, loves 
everything In London, also trev- 
eStag to tne countryside and 
abroad, seeks tike-minded 
female, 30s, for friendship. 


QUENCH YOUR 
THIRST FOR LOVE— 
—and mbiBl Thoughtful, attrac- 
tive, tactile, caring. outwaidV 
confident tawarttiy shy guy. w« 
make your spine titrate, wfete 
sttaiutaitag your mtatC Seeking 
petite female, 28-34. Londow 
Midlands area. TT3336 
LATIN LOVE 

Warm, handsome, mature, 
friendly, fmanctotiy secure, pro- 
fessional mala, enjoys salsa 
dancing, the arts, travel doo- 
ms, sport, keeping fit seeks 
attractive female, 33-38, for 
romance and relationship. 

London. YT33S3 

SOUTH WEST MALE 
Highly creative, ftt. quiet, funny, 
stacere mole, early 40s. young 
appearance, no ties, ikes 
music, wild country, ceWc 
fringe, seeks warm, sensttre 
lady, 2340, for oompantonship 
In beauaul locations. TT3387 
UNSOC1AUSED RAWNESS 
Romantic, creative, afcn, 
unpretentious. gootMookJng. 
male graduate. 43, 5*11*. 
enjoys the countryckte, seeks 
Individual, send livst sflm, 
shapely female, for loving ft 
supportive relationship. North 


WAITMG FOR A REPLY 
Mate postgraduate, 48, N/S. 
eapkfng polymath, seeks Intel*- 
gent, craretve. tactfe, younger, 
un a Maared femate. tor poroftto 
serious ratattxiBttp. Hampshhe/ 

Sumay traders, trswg 
BALANCED 
INTELLECTUALLY 
Reasonabteteoking msta. ifed- 
40c, 5TT. brown colouring, 
baud. GSOH. seeks Interest- 
ing, thinking women. GSOH, 
any aga, tor frtendahtp end 
affection, London. g33B1 
SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPEC1AL 
Christfen mete. 48. Ukes read- 
ing. wafting, dnema, theatre, 
seeks Cnrirttan female, 35-45, 
tor frtenddiip and rataflonriiip. 

East Anglin. tT33S1 

MEET YOUR CmmttA? 
Professional, reliable, articu- 
late. healthy, adventurous, hon- 
est mate, young-tooking 49, 
N/S, with higher degrees, 
seeks stadtet attractive, worm 
female. 35-42. lor rtfationafep. 
Scotland baaed. C3371 
WORDLYftWtSE 
Humorous, tail mate, yoong- 
(ookfng 40, 6?*, enjoys travel, 
eating out reading. Aims, 
music, seeks pleasant lady, up 
to 45, any nationaMy. tar rala- 


HEUMVA GUY 
Active, fft good -looking mate, 
loves life, seeks slim, very 
attractive. uncomplicated 
ferrate, 35-45. for romance. NE 

Hues. »3a5S 

EASY TO TALK TO 
Professional well-educated, 
articulate male, youthffe 50, 
GSOH, social conscience, 
anjojs Bner things of 0a. seeks 
attractive, unoompfcated. Inde- 
pendent femate, 40s, to Share 
the go od Ida . Lpndon/Essax 

baaed. 133385 

ALTERNATIVE L'AMOUR? 
Kind, easygoing, attractive, 
profeGstonal. ft, tadan mala. 
38, tr. enjoys bugfttag, yoga, 
alternative therapy, theatre, 
travel, seeks sam/medum-buBt. 
warm female, any natinufty. 
for romance. UandorVSE area. 
0*3398 


ST0P1L00K1 


Young. good-tooMrw. Iwhw- 
teg, white male, 23. enteys 

keep Rt socialising, pubs, ctae- 
rna, seeks attractive, fun 
Female, age/colour unlmpor- 
tant tor frfendshlprirealton^'p. 


MOTORWAYS OF LOVE 
Outgoing, easygoing, htendy. 
rtgedad. 25, smoker, enjoys 
rally car driving. sodaJ drinking, 
seeks similar, caring, unden- 
standing female. 25-35. must 
tike children, for friendship/ 
maybe moreNgwc ao ti e upon- 

Tvna area. 123333 

THE BEST 

Sincere, loyal, romantic; «»»- 
gent gaod-iooMng. CartBff 
mete. 85. 5*11'. enjoys music; 
movies, travel wafts, seeks 
tint special tamale, for touting 


LONDON BASED 
Sflm male, 29, dartt hair. Dkes 
drama, travel reacting, eating 
out toofbal. cBsOces Micnaal 
PortNo. seeks cheeky female. 

aa gasaa 

ROVER'S RENDEZVOUS? 
Taft, dark, handsome mate. 26, 
seeks Vera, tor possible 
romance. Chips and gravy 
essential part of nrat date. 

London. •P3349 

BRIGHT IDEAS 
Bright, anergotic mate, 25, 5*8* , 
madum buftt er^oys music, ft- 
vature, seeks ferrate, 20-27, 
wfth sfmBv tarareats, tor Mend- 
atdp/ralationshlp. London. 

W3394 

LAUGHTBt ft ADVENTURE 
InteHgent anthufeastie, good- 
looking mate, 27, loves life, 
travel sport, dnema. artheeoL 
ogy, seeks hspbaflonal, attrac- 
tive. romantic female. 24-35. 

London area. YT3347 

HELLO, HOW ARE YOU? 
Mato, 27. uvea music, food, 
dnema. drtnJdng, seeks starker 
female, N/S, tar good times, in 
the tendon area. -BT3372 
RESHJENT ROMANTIC 
hiteBgent good-looking, nitty 
mate, 28, 6*. Into theatre, dning 
out waSdng. dnema, conversa- 
tion, seeks skntiar tamttie. 25- 
45, no ties, for fun. friendship/ 
relationship. wffl travel. 


ARE YOU FOR ME? 

Taft ongoing, attractive mete. 
29. Into Interesting places, 
nlghto out, pubs end tive music, 
seeks start femate, 15-30. East 

Midlands area. TT332 7 

SOMETIMES 
OFF THE WAU— 
.-ahways off the cuff... but never 
off tin peg. Call and see, V a 
ntoe guy Bke me. could suit a 
nice dri Bte you. P3389 
MEET ME IN 
THE GREEN GLEN 
Mate actor. 34, seeks atnoem 
lemaie. any ags/natlonaBy. tar 
long-term relationship. London 

area. W335S 

NIGHT OWL 

Energetic, professional male, 
29, ST, into gym. music, cfob- 
btag and the beer that Bta has to 
offer, seeks fun-loving female. 
20-32. for beetle nights and 
chU-out days. Hampshire. 
03370 


Wdkbuft mate, 35, S’- 


SWBfeiSSLSS 

SSUSSott eSs 

times Into the future. SEranswi 



onlays racBo. ja a/toft music, 
caring refotkmhip^ Woal 


ASP^ALLOVEl 
Handsome, sue^shri, 
afleebonate, quamy 1^37- 
ff. dari> toft seeto sohrent 
attractive, slim, emottonaBy 
aware, otegant fwratoj®^ 
without ties, tar a kwmg rota- 
Uonsftip. Manchester area. 

■g3379 - 

- STYLISH LADY SOUGHT 
Outgoing- adventurous a nd 
unusual female, with pan acne . 
•«tofsMndtafl«dftmp<w«i; 
awy. 25-55. Mysaff? Lovtofl 
male, 38. looking for a caring, 
warn, affectionate companion. 


SEEKING SOUL MATE 
Taft sftn mate.youngK'J^C' 
led Interests, “eka An. tartey. 
earing tamale. 25-jg. GSOH . 
tor friendship, pcostoto retabon- 

atifa. London! P3364 

WONDER AT IT ALL- 
Traveling. tWrtung. flfleairting. 
reading, rock ft blues loving. 
srooWng. drinking, laughing, 
tall fitwftie mate cyd«t We 
30s, seeks bright enractare 
female, to share toirehter and 
romance. Bristol. SW area. 
03381 


If you would hare n»y ^ ura tan i. 
deEMt'ony aspeete.w *»rtfok» 

PwsandtT swvtae. ptaw 

RtEE on 0800 216 318. - 
MCE BLOKE 

lbl. sflm, hancteams. wffty. rich 
mate, not normally this modest 
woUd appreciate the company 
Of an Independent woman, of 
wft integrity and beautv. bom In 
the 19603. Bristol 03397 
ABETTER UFE 
Attractive male. 40. into skiing, 
horses, country life, motor- 
bikes. travel and ail the better 
things In We, seeks attractive, 
caring, positive female. 20-40. 
Midlands area. 03384 
LOTS OF NBN ENERGY 
Protassbnaf, slim, educated. 
Christian male. 40. own home, 
seeks femate companion, to 
share Ufa and interests. Kent 
03386 


^dof a strong, ctetog^e. 
SnLflh a powerful end oaring 

MMtandg._ 0S*§-— — 

—POETIC KNIGH^-. 

..in tarnished aimour. 2S.coo*® 
mean toraa 

conversattonft ptoLSMia 

pretty. - IrtsBgent ■* 

SSJss. for MwMhf , Jhm, 
conversation and good times. 

Sfe^gr 

tafflng. tagging. 
worran's wrryKty. 
those with dark nair/eyes, 

(xeferaWyN/S. a "JSS? 4 

Ma xffv mia llottehlP. T^ISQ— 
— LETS GET TOGETHER 

sharing arto caring reteflonshy- 

H nrefardshtre bawd. 0 3145_ 
" IN OH OUT OF LONDON 

Taft stim. weti-bwfllted. rontefr 
tic irate, recentty returned from 

abroed. lookin g tor h m-lovby 
but kind tamale corraanran. SO- 
38. to enjoy good times fogetn- 
«r. 03154 


MEN 

SEEKIN 

MEN 


CALUNG YOUR HEART 
Gay. dim. good-looWng. non- 
scane mate. 25. 5Y. Tritw one- 
ma. pitos. during out, seeks tall, 
handsome male. 26-40, also 
norvecene. (or romantic rete- 
tkmswp. Southampton area. 

03374 

TIME FORA CHANGE 
Ybung guy, fate 20s, new to 
scene, seeks similar male, tor 
iun. friendship, possfify more. 

03332 - 

SPECIAL OFFB)l 
40 but still In data! Educated, 
edectic. unique catch, not ugly 
mate, likes potties, current 
affairs, tood. u name tt. massive 
arts interests, seeks new mate. 


HERTS MAN 

Sftn. non-scene, stratght-took- 
mg/actlng mate. 22. 6*1*. short 
brown hair, grey eyes, enjoys 
church/ chcraV chart music, cto- 
sma. pubs, eating ott, cosy 
nights In. seeks arnOar male, 
gp-ea, tor M endshlplreiaoon- 
ship. 03378 


JUST FRIENDS 


ASHTON FRIENDS 
Straight lemaie. 33, seeks 
strait lemaie triends, 30-40. 
ta share occasional nights out 
shopping, conversation, laugh- 
ter 4 m« friendship. Ashton 

area. 0334Q 

MOROCCO BOUND 
Morocco-mad mate. 33. seeks 
fun lemaie companion, for wtn- 
lerweaklnTaroudam. 03369 


SALISBURY ARTIST 
Mate, wttm other artists, 
mate/temaie. 20s-40s. N/S. to 
pafot draw and to exchange 

ideas. 03139 

ITS GOOD TO TALK 
Professional mate, 40+. enjoys 
music, travel, dnema. theatre, 
seeks femate friends, 35+ . for 
friendship, outings, conversa- 
tion. London. 03395 
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Independent Hearts 




^ ^ Profiles 


S I R i U S Club Magazine 

ALTOGETHER MORE FUN / nfo V fit Clti Oil P Cl C k 

Sirius, for The intelligent, articulate 
and ii ’ ell educated , providing personal 
i n t e r v i e .v a n d . o f c o u r s e , c o m p l e t e 
discretion at all times . 

,/ o i n ti o if a n d c / a i tn . . . 

Ji f 00 £zee fzfteute CrzfCl ! 

k 4 ? A 7 6 5 

0800 LIAISON 


or write to FREEPOST 305 London EC 1 B 1SY 




GAY MEN 

Form long term relationships 

through 

Significant 

Others 

the Introduction Bureau for 
Professional Gay Men 
0171 409 5939 
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SOMETHING DIFFERENT 1! S*v 
cere. Miring ft tun British man 
(rrid Ws) currently Bring ft work- 


ATTACHED? 
SEEKING ROMANCE? 


PbnDe Dutid no» on 
0181 952 &3M for our aew 
Tun <oiour mfonsaUoti park. 
L»\iw Linki a the UX‘> 
rnrndbca Nankttcr dating 
nsonree aiih FREE 

Consultation and 

HELPLINE for mt setecribcn. 
.Vrih»«ile - JDeoeeI * EJJiMM 
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CLAIRVOY ANTS 
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66 99 08 




SEEKING SOMEONE SPECIAL-!!!! 

Scandinavian well educated, multi-lingual, attractive, 
blonde and tall intL Company Director resident in 
Africa and Europe seeks a compatible woman partner. 
Preferably of Asian, Persian or North African origin 
with some of the following, similar credentials: 

Petite, fresh and attractive. Affectionate and caring 
with style. A warm, sincere, feminine soda] woman with 
a positive and humorous attitude, curious, educated, bi- 
lingual and verbal. In the age of 32-38 something. Hold 
a lewl of trust, honesty with an open-minded 
appearance. Independent and interested in a serious 
relationship and romance, with a nice self-made, 
generous male with charisma, style and an appealing 
exciting personality Tor life with possibilities. 

Answers with foil address and photo, only. 

Box No. 12544, Independent, 19Ut Floor Classified. 
f'.nnnAa Square. Canary' Wharf, London E14 5DL. 
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JOIN CINEUNK 

Socialise around 
Cinema/ Arts events in 
central London 
Tel: 0181 800 4822 
or$endSA£to 
138 Lordship Road 
London N'160QL 



PUMP RMTOERS NHionel tteHog 
agency. H you ate plump or pre- 
fer plump partner ring 01352 
71509 
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Our raonben cm* 
from alt walks >rf* ife 
and from afl mo the 
country - we’re sure m 
know someone «hi 
could be riefo fur you. 

Djbb p gmila Tts 

felts to 25 fbiayfcn M 
Indn W SM-Cr &11 

01869 324 100 

fjtix*. 1W-I mwkrr 
tCrJ/rawJjUMr. w/bnt 


^Claire is suffering 
M rom breast cancer. 

looks perfectly healthy. But sho^s suffering tafritfy because last year. 
, breast cancer left her without a mother. 

Her story ianl so unusuaL arsaat Cancer is tfw single most common cause 
t of death in women aged between 35 and 54 bi the UK. AB Biff woman who 
i died teft friends and fanuiy. Some teft young chfkJren. 

I Wa sttfl don't know how breast cancer develops. WWCfvowtiy »*» support 

I pa tt s ta fo ngiereoreh into llw cau se s and trfcdTliiant, canted otd by doctors 
a and ecientisfisal centres erf exce*enr» throughout country. 

* Pteasn, pieaae help us to targe! the cure by ftmdng Bite vtof research. 

Your donation coukint be more important Breast cancer tons 300 women 
every week In Britain, It also hurts countless tonifies - just Ate Ctdra’s. 

.Please help with a credit card donation /p' 
by calling 0171 404 3955 f f Bru-.f 

St Cancer Campaign ill Mg n Hotoom . London WCIV 6JS. 
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PHYSICAL. SEXUAL AND EMOTIONAL ABUSE. 
REJECTION AND HOMELESSNESS. 
LOUSY CHILDREN'S HOMES 


THIS IS THE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCE OF 
MANY NEEDY CHILDREN IN BRITAIN 
IT HAPPENS EVERYDAY AND IT’S 
HAPPENING ON YOUR DOORSTEP 
CAN YOU LET THESE CHILDREN SLIP 
THROUGH THE NET? 

We ai Shaftesbury Homes & Arcthusu won’t! 

For 154 years. Shaftesbury Homes & Arethusa has nuriured. 
educated and housed children who have been forgotten. With a 
combination of excellent residential care facilities, run by 
qualified and dedicated staff, education and sound parenting, we 
pick up the pieces for children whose lives have been shuttered by 
horrific experiences of childhood. 

Shaflsbury Homes St Arethusa wants the best for the children in 
our care, but we cannot continue this unique and vital work 
without your generosity. By sending a donation and supporting 
the work of a charity with an unblemished reputation in the 
realm of child care, you are helping to give a happy childhood to 
the children who need it most of all. 

Children are our future, Don’t let them slip through the net this 
Christmas. 


Donations to 
Tfac Appeals’ Manager 
Shaftesbury Homes & Arethusa 
Shaftesbury 1 House 
3 Rectory Grove 
London SW4 QDX 
Telephone; 0171 720 8709 
Reg. Charily 3I16Q7 
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SHAFTESBURY 

HOMES & ARETHUSA 


Any advertisements carrying Box No I:— , please send 
replies to:The Independent, 19th Floor, I Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London EM SDL. 
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Chat Lines 


The Nightclub at the end of your phene 

i_ENSATIONAL 

J^TlNGLeSji!?%$ 

^ ^ Talk live & ° 

^ uncensored...Girls B 

fe^ & Guys on line Wow! ^vLTlJ’ 

Z D,AL FREEFONE 1 

> 0800 138 8509 ^ ~ 
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INSTANT CONNECTIONS 24HftS 

VS 45 WOMEN 
-ON LINE- 

0891708057 


htit* r 


,iM1325 315 , 

l^fSCSEirrral 







CL U3 , 

.£Jalk| 

0881 
111444 


j^telS. 1 . 6 !.? 56 g °50 


notice to 
readers 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
^poodems win receive a 
"Vy when answering 
advertisements an this 
pape. although wc hope 
uul as a matier or 

«>urtcsy they will. 

making contact 
’2'IWtefar*. finn 
,inw « « advisable to 
meet m a public place 
and let a member <jf 
your family or trusted 
incnd Know where you 
will be. 3 
We would advise readere 
“dvenisers to 
excuse caution when 
giving out personal 
details. This will be 

rcs l ,eclrd b y genuine 

r ®spondems. 
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Men 
seeking 
MEN 


and 
virtue 
in the 
bed 


In the game of garden 
oneupmanship, Kirsty Fergusson 
offers a guide to the etiquette of 
being a visitor. 

“A garden,” wrote the eccentric novelist 
Beverley Nichols, “can make or mar a 
friendship. It brings oot all sorts of hidden 
virtues and unsuspected vices.” 

It’s true: getting to know someone 
through a visit to their (or your) garden is 
a revealing experience. Poor Nichols; it 
seems he was forever doomed to show gush- 
ing, thick-skinned females round his gar- 
den. Either the sort who entertained the 
curious illusion that their ignorance was 
charming (“She would poke her parasol 
into a dump of lupins, to their infinite peril, 
and say ‘lovely ... lovely canterbury bells!' 
... and look at me over her shoulder for 
the expected correction”), or the bullying 
kind (“There isn't a lavender hedge. Why 
haven't you got a lavender hedge? And 1 
can’t see any scarlet lupins. You must have 
scarlet lupins ... FI! send you some seeds”). 

But knowing the right thing to say, after 
your host has amiably suggested that you 
take a turn round the garden together, is 
quite another matter. Making admiring nois- 
es gets pretty boring after a while for both 
parties, unless they are - respectively- def- 
erential and conceited by nature. Nichols 
was very taken by a Miss Hazlitt who could 
quote great chunks of Gerard's HerbalL 
prompted only by (he sight of a pimpernel 
flower. “Tbe juyee cures the tootbach be- 
ing snift up into the no&hriQs, especially into 
the contrary nosthriU,” she murmurs, bend- 
ing appreciatively over the little weed. 

But pointing out a weed in someone 
else's garden by summoning up a 17th- 
century cure for toothache, without annoy- 
ing your host is not easy to do. These days, 
if the compulsion to mention the presence 
of a weed were too strong to withhold, it 
would make more sense to recite a nugget 
of ethno-boianical wisdom from Richard 
Mabey’s Flora Britarmica : “Borage! You are 
lucky. I've just learnt that you can freeze 
the flowers in ice-cubes to decorate your 
drinks out of season.” 

Perhaps not drawing attention to weeds 
in somebody else's garden, however fasci- 
nating their uses or abuses, is still a risky 
business. ■ ... 

lr's even riskier to march up to the weed 
and tug it out, however instinctive the actiou. 
Espetially if you look bade at your host over 
your shoulder with a coy “you don't mind, 
do you?” Of course they will be offended 
There follows, too, a lot of potential em- 
barrassment for even the most thick- 
skinned of visitors: the weed may snap, 
leaving the worst of it behind; even in the 
unlikely event that it comes out entire, you 
will need to dispose of it somewhere, or be 
left carrying it all round the garden like an 
unwanted plate of food at a party, while your 
host rightly enjoys your discomfiture. 

Christopher Lloyd Dotes a gleam of 








?ESB 






I MUM*, '*-' 






mm 






n 




(Tm- 1 







.*r#S86iCV E 









f/o^j 


t 


^ w w W 


im 


triumph and superiority in die eye when 
a visitor spots a weed in tbe garden at Great 
Dixter. She who is apt to dart forward with 
the cry “I never can resist the groundsel”, 
is responding more to his presence than to 
the weed. “She would (resist tbe ground- 
sel} , though, if I weren’t there to witness 
its extraction,” he remarks wryly. 

So it is that {^odenvisitswill often -seme- 
times knowingly, sometimes involuntarily - 
develop into a game with an elaborate sys- 
tem of point-scoring, as enjoyable or un- 
pleasant as the characters involved will allow. 
YouU know, when your interlocutor is 
bowling to you (“I can’t flunk why every- 
one’s getting so excited about gravel these 
days”), that you are expected to bat it back. 
A simple block (“but what if the dimate re- 
ally is becoming more Mediterranean?”) or 
a harder hft(“Ybu just want to be ahead of 
the game, don’t you. by not having a trendy 


gravel garden”) in the opening over wffl es- 
tablish the pace of the game and the plea- 
sure or pain to be derived from the visit. 

It is as well to establish quite early on in 
the conveisational knockabout what the score 
is on names. Probably 10-0 to the host He 
or she has the advantage, of course, of be- 
ing on intimate terms with the plants in the 
garden and will probably know the names 
of them all as well as the names of friends 
and relations. The visitor shouldn’t feej 
ashamed to ask for a name, but it looks like 
idle interrogation if. after a couple of answers, 
the visitor does not make some attempt to 
jot down the information. In feet, a notebook 
and pencil, produced discreetly, even shy- 
ly, at intervals, should leave the host feel- 
ing nicely flattered. Furious scribbling, on the 
other hand, will simply cause alarm and anx- 
iety. Not a bad ploy, in fret, for those in- 
dulging in garden gamesmanship. 


Aggressive plant oneupmanship is on 
the increase amongst the rising tide of 
newly-hatched Serious Gardeners. A lot of 
sparring may be observed before one of the 
combatants retires hurt, having mixed up 
his uliginosa with his guaranitica, or amply 
because he put the emphasis on the wrong 
syllable of “superbum”. It takes lime be- 
fore the jousting gives way to a compan- 
ionable banter in which most of the words 
spoken are in Latin or Greek, or wedged 
between single inverted commas. Alan 
Tiicbmarsh, wbo, after all, has a reputation 
to defend, admitted to a useful strategy for 
concealing ignorance where names are con- 
cerned. With a show of great casualness be 
would wave his foot in the direction of the 
plant in question (in fact 1 think he said 
“kick”) and, with implied reference to the 
annual taxonomic nightmare when certain 
plants receive their official “new” names. 


he would sigh “and what are they calling 
this one now?” If all went according to plan, 
the response (accompanied by a puzzled 
frown) would run along the lines of: “Er 
. . . it’s always been Verbena bonariensis, as 
fer as I know.” 

Bingo. Add fraud to the list of vices on 
exhibition in the garden. But 1 can’t help 
liking him more for that angle confession 
than for all the cheery, honest tofl that is 
presented as the essence of gardening on 
Friday night televirion. And I can’t help 
thinking that the best remembered and 
most instructive garden visits have been full 
of irreverent, inquisitive, often competitive 
chatter: of quick put-downs, ridiculous sug- 
gestions and good-natured pick-me-ups: 
lessons in the compelling mutuality of in- 
tegrity and deception, education and fun. 

Anna Pttvord returns next week. 


WEEKEND 

W ORK 

Aut unmft wnter has traditionally 
been a time for planting trees in the 
garden. Our woodlands, however, 
have often been overlooked. Over 
the past 50 years almost half 
Bri tain ’s ancient woodland has dis- 
appeared, making this one of the 
least wooded countries in Europe. 
National Tree \teek (26 Novembcr- 
7 December) provides an ideal op- 
portunity to do something about Ihis- 
The national charity, tile Wxxflaiufe 
Trust, is running a project with 
which tbe public can get involved: 
“Woods on your Doorstep” aims lo 
create a total of 200 new commu- 
nity woods across England and 
Whies by the year 2000. For more 
information call 01476 581149. 

In our own gardens, bare-rool- 
ed trees, shrubs and hedging often 
arrive in late November and De- 
cember from mail-order nurseries. 
Plant them immediately unless 
the ground is frozen or water- 
logged. If heavy rain or frost have 
made soil conditions difficult, po- 
sition bundles together in tempo- 
rary planting holes. Recent 
plantings should be checked after 
strong winds or heavy frosts. 

Many trees and shrubs bright- 
en up winter with their colourful 
berries, and provide vital food for 
birds. Blue tits are especially wel- 
come as they eat over-wintering 
greenfly. Additional food and wa- 
ter are essential as tbe weather gets 
colder. Bird boxes should be 
cleaned out and washed down with 
warm water to remove parasites. 

Seed heads from flowers such as 
Chinese lanterns, pampas grass 
and honesty can be used in dried 
winter decorations. Poppies and hy- 
drangeas are particularly good to 
dry ncnv and spray with gold and sil- 
ver in time for Christmas. If you 
have any summer bedding plants 
still in good condition, consider pot- 
ting some up to enjoy as pot plants 
on a sunny window-sill indoors. 
Busy tizzy and Begonia semperflo- 
rens make good temporary pot 
plants while fuchsias and pelargo- 
niums, saved to replant next year, 
will flower for many weeks in 
warm, light conditions. Petunias can 
also be cut back hard, potted up, 
then brought indoors and encour- 
aged to produce new shoots and 
flower again. 

Garden centres will soon sell off 
bulbs at a discount. Plant daf- 
fodils, tulips, crocus, hyacinth and 
other bulbs in pots with drainage 
holes, using bulb fibre, and keep 
the tips of bulbs at the surface. Wa- 
ter well, place in a cool, sheltered 
position and cover with a thick lay- 
er of bark or compost. Leave to 
root over the winter. 

At this time of year, mainte- 
nance is also essential. Check and 
repair fences, carrying out any 
preservative treatment while most 
climbers and wall shrubs arc dor- 
mant. If you’ve finished with your 
mower for the year, clean it well, 
wiping blades, body and all metal 
parts with an oily doth. Replace 
badly worn blades, resharpen blunt 
blades, change the oil and re- 
member to empty fuel tanks. 

Naila Green 



The Himalayas of Hampshire 
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A small slice of England 
has been transformed 
into a Nepalese-style 
valley, as Patricio Clevekmd- 
Peck discovers. 


Members of the Brigade of 
Gurkhas wbo died serving tbe 
British Crown are to be hon- 
oured by a Hampshire garden 
planted entirety with Nepalese 
plants, and containing a simple 
stone chautam. These four- 

wafled, roofless restingplaces are 

dotted along paths in the 
Nepalese foothills. Within the 

chautam it is customary to plant 
two ficus trees for shade: tbe 
pmaL Ficus reh&osa, beneath 
which Buddha sat when be re- 
ceived his enlightenment; and 
the banyan, Ftcus bentfialenss, 
considered a place of good spir- 
its because both Lord Krishna 
and the god Vishnu sheltered 
under it Tbe pipal is regarded 


as tbe fesnale ana me oauy*" 
male, and it is the Gurkha cus- 
tom to “marry 1 " these two trees 
whenever a new chaulara is 
built Our climate dictates tbar 
in the Hampshire garden these 

ores wfll be planted in conlam- 

ere and taken inside during 
ler. Thtf being grown from 

rt-maderea smi 


nimnra, hum a**. — 

too voungto undergo evenato- 

ken marriage ceremony. 

The garden is the bram-duW 

of Major Tom Spring-Smytk 
who was based in Nepal while 


serving with the Gurkhas and 
who has himself collected some 
of the plants. He remembered 
that within the Sir Harold H3It- 
er garden and arboretum near 
Romsey was a steep-sided val- 
ley similar to Nepalese ter- 
rain. Having persuaded the 
directors of Hiliiers and the lo- 
cal council that creating a 
Nepalese-style garden there 
was a good idea, he enlisted the 

help of other eminent plant 
hunters, such as Roy Lancast- 
er and ibny Schilling, and at 
about planning the garden. 

It is made up of two levels, 
separated by a retaining wall con- 
structed from the same stone as 
the chautam. The lower, damp 
level contains a small pool, and 
a canopy has been planted of 
such trees as Himalayan white 
birch (Beotia udHs),Sabus rm- 
crophyUa, Rhododendron ar- 
boram Magnolia campbeB 
pninus rufa and Pimis wafichi- 
arn. Beneath this isa shrub belt 
of rhododendrons and other 
shrubs including the lovely 
Daphne bholua ‘Gurkha 7 , found 
by Major SpringSmytb mid giv- 
en its name because "I saw ft 

standing out on the snow wfth its 
wonderful flowers and goigeous 

scent -and, just like a Gurkha, . 
ft was al its best in most in- 
clement conditions.” 

Major Spnqg-Smyth has also 


Cardiocrimun ggameum, and 
seed of some fovefy Hsmafyan 


and tbe drier areas areplantings 
of Hedychium densiflorum , Eu- 
phorbia longifolia. Asrilbe rivul- 
aris. Inula hookeri, Tricynis 
maadata, Hedera nepaknm and 
other Nepalese plants. 

“Nepal has a range of dif- 
ferent climates and the thought 
came to me of having a memo- 
rial garden where we could cel- 
ebrate the marvellous plants 
we've received from the region, 
as well as tbe brilliant service 
the soldiers have given us,” said 
Major Spring-Smyth. 

The scheme would not have 
readied fruition without the 
help of' Brigadier CID Bul- 
lock, curator of the Gurkha Mu- 
seum at Winchester, who 
helped secure the sponsorship. 
“It is customary for the cost of 
a chautam to be donated in 
memory of a lewd one,” be 
said, “I approached the 
Kadoories, a Hong Kong fam- 
ily who have been benefactors 
of the Gurkhas, providing vil- 
lage communities with bridges 
and hospitals. They agreed to 
sponsor this garden in memo- 
ry of Sir Horace Kadoorie, wbo 
died in 1995 ” The garden will 
be opened today by Sir Horace’s 
niece, Mrs Rita McAoIey. 

Gurkha Memorial Garden, Sir 
Harold HiBer Garden and Ar- 
boretum, Jermyns Lane, Amp- 
field, near Ramsey, Hampshire 
{02794368 787); Gurkha Mu- 
seum, Peninsula Barracks, Win- 
chester (01962842832). 


TURTLE DIR T TRAPPER MATS 

At last - as scan at 
Gar dsn and Flo««r 
Show* natlonwtda - the 
door mat that realty 
works! No muddy 
footprints or pawmark* -Gr 
on clean floor* and 
carpets! 

TtnrtJe Wrt Trapper door 

mala stop dirt at the door 
of heme, conservatory or 
car with absorbent conon 

pfle removing wet, dry and even greasy dkt from shoes and 
pews. With noo-sfip fate* backing, they are fully macNne- 
mehabJe at 40"C- ***** *1 uwi ofcua and 3 (tees 
Btaa, Qimo, BbcMWNM. Am. dark Qmy. Saal brawn, BtacUBnam 
•7S» JBcmCWLStt, -TBxWDanESZSB, -7Sjc f5Dan£*Ud 

Pta* OSS P ft P par n*t_ 

lAtro MtoMa aoft p¥per/uator iatftttg fcr iseot oapafe. - (Mom cal a* 
d«4h of sm «m pteaa). 

ten: Uefle Met Co, S2a Kings Road, Magston, Surrey KTX SHT 

Tel: 0181 296 0366 

3*2 Fax: 0181 2S6 0360 m&m 
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Chelsea Plant 
Stand 
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Tkk 01253 736334 24 Ibs. 
to 01863785181 

To advertise 
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0171 293 
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SUSSEX jn 
T fiUG 
BASKETS 

Traditionally crafted 
from Wifltw and • 
Sweet Chestnut 
Prices from £1150^45.00 
egNo5(lS*xI0*) 
£24.00 Plus £4.50 p&p 
Send S..IE for details. 

’THETRDGGERY' 

IPG), Coopers Croft, 
HtrstUKncevx, 

East Sussex BN27IQL 

TeLFax. 

01323 832314 
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When crime is on the increase ft is now 

more than ever necessary to consider 
yow security needs 

TRELUDon® is ; 
an attractive 
physical deterrent 
that can provide 1 
the visual side of i 
your requirements, ! 
yet out of the way ; 
when not required , 
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Low cost hatadment 
3 year guarantee 
Over 500,000 sold 
wortd-wHe 


THE CRIME BARRIER 


PHONE NOW TO SECURE YOUR PROPERTY 

freephone 0600 592283 

THQll ASSEMBLERS LIMITED, FH£B S OST2V2038 1 
MNSSWINFORD, WEST MIDLANDS DYB7PP 


FINCH CONSERVATORIES LTD 

A WMT Holding PLC Co 

ENJOY ALL YEAR COMFORT AND SUN IN 
A FINCH CONSERVATORY 

DESIGNED TO SUIT YOUR HOME OR POOL 
AND BUDGETI 

Experienced staff cover the UK 
No Oblfgation FREE Survey 

Freephone fer brochure and Free Advice NOW! 

0800 378168 or 

FINCH. FREEPOST, SHEFFIELD S2G 3GZ 
Members of the Conswvatoiy Association 
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oeu on every upecc of srdanmf. wich top quafty books. 

SAVE UP TO £93! j 
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®FRS Seed Rash? Kt worth w // 
gQISoViaiy HANDBOOKS for jBStnpl 1/ 
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GARDEN KAIWtm ] 

KEEPS CATS OUT \ 

Award Winning Ultrasonic 
Cat Deference System 


£49.95' 
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by STOCK NUTRITION 
STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 
NORFOLK, NR191RD 

01362 694957 
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[FT GUIDE — •, 

TEL: 0171 293 2222 ^0 CLASSIFIED 



hammock 

Cracker-wrapped for Christinas 



77m Neptune Ctessfc Hammock Q £3935, plus Deluxe Stool Cradle 0 £S9S6 

The Classic Hwnwock is mate of soft cottotKW end Is 5ft x 7ft, which mates it the 
idea) Christmas present for everyone in the family to enjoy. 

It comes wWi a choice erf hanging options, and wfll HANG ANYWHERE, Inside or out 
For a hassle-free Christmas, take advantage of our grfr-wapping serves which wl 
transform toe hammock Mo a beautiful GIANT SQED CRACKER. 

Can us on 01249 783252 or post the coupon for our FREE catalogue 


AS FEATURED 
M> 

BBC 

Gardeners World 
The Mall on Sunday 
77>e Telegraph 
The Times 


Christmas 

witnout cruelly 

10am-5pm IBW© 
Sunday 30 November * 


Original cruelty free, 
ethically produced 
Christmas gifts sold in 
aid of charities, 
campaign groups and 
by ethical traders 


Kensington Town Hall 
Homton Street 
London W8 

High Street Kensington tube 

admission £1 

Children under 11 free 
Vegetarian cafe 

Animal Aid 01732 364546 
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Neponc, SertuKtoB Fans, CMp pia gtow . WlUire SNI4 7LD 

Teh 01249 783252 Fax: 01249 783253 


TODAY S JUSTOOLS OFFER 

FA 


Complete Home 
Sharpening 
System 

■foda/j Offer is a fast effortless and tapenswe 
method of honing staljws-oew edgei oa bhmt, 
ineffective (H bits, hand took Mvs nd sdsas. 

Safely Wed and append bj 89 fitted and TW 
ferny. (Ms British made pretfekw engineered 
system adaereda maamum 5 sor eating hm ftaafcaf 
HousehoUet 

Usag am dearie drB as the power scute, its 
nateKMea operation eliminates blade edge 
oretie^g and preserves the tBsper of tested TheUJC. 

The orefaOy desigied tod hones and pgs ensue . 
that toots being sharpened are held aganst the Hardware 
grtntSngwheeb* predsdj the comet angles. Use to industrv's 

tawner and SDS - Pus ms. certfre potet «wod bit* PRODUCT 
wood dibek pbae blades, pointed ft Haded hast nevur 
Wd(leAwit]niancM5ds5asalt)pesi)flnhns. w <nc 

Allodiy^ Offer price of £29J5 + £2J5p*p this YEAR 
Cmmtate Home Sharpening System offec 
eopticnal value aod a gnat diy.^t Idea. AWARD 

Orders teemed by DECEMBER 13th gncw a ecri 
despatch fa time far Xmas. "We tried it 

t you mnotfuUy satisfied please muni wfthfn 14 and were 
dsysbraUieinL impressed" 


wibhomiml 


dap tore UreinL impressed 

AN SSS 

IDEAL 01536 a 

GIFT |maSTCRc2« /Ssa| ftplll 

Post CDtyion to: JUSTOOIS* (Dept HX46) 

88 Station Rd, Burton Latimer; NORTHANTS IM15 5JW 


Please send me the Complete Home Sharpening System 





VERY NAUGHTY & SAUCY 
Great fun for any Adult Party or 
Celebration!!) 




NO CELLAR? 
NO problem: 

STORING BETWEEN SI AND SN 
BOTTLES, OUt 
CONSERVATION CABINETS 
REPRODUCE THE FIVE 
QUALITIES Of A 
■ TTADOTONAI. 

WINE CELLAR. 
CONSTANT TEMPERATURE 
APPROPRIATE HUMIDITY 
TOTAL EXCLUSION 
Of UNWANTED ODOURS 
FREEDOM FROM ALL 
VIBRATION 
DARKNESS 
FOX A CATALOGUE: 
SOWESCO FOOD 
MACHINERY 
CO LTD 

TEL: 0800 7319217 


SMOKED 
SCOTTISH 
SALMON 

The Kit ’ 

4>Ji«IIb«d»w 1 I» c *V; 

l3b» diced m* 

SPEC1A1. OFfWi 

S027p i Rod »ted|n4v^ 

VAC-W WftEELfid 

usaAtanvd/Amsv v cheque » 

xmasdeUveSv 

guaranteed 




Sexy Lingerie 

the perfect gift 


ADULT PARTY CRACKER CO. 


-WEATHERVANE FOR XMAS?-^ 

fk ■CrafemenmadeinU.lt 

^ BAa steel, Super Qu^y 

■ 3 Sizes available 

■ 300 deskpis approx 

V^&F*** ■ prices from £2&99 

Further detaiJs/brochure: Webbs Distribution Ltd. 
Unit 2, 15 Station Rd, Knebworth, Herts SG36AP 
Tel: 01438 814820 (24hrs) Fax: 014S8 815047 

- Comprehensive brochure available 


01- Mho codd wcMtontae your ] 

QiUiwr 


.Expiry Date. 


j I enclose ChequefP.Os far £ _____ payable to Jufibofe* tx debit my MASTBtCARD or VKA card. 
| Number _ _ — 

I Signature _ _ _ BapvDate , 

j Name 1 

I Address 

| Postcode 

| Jufibofc* (Dept KX46), 88 Station Rd. Burton Latimer. NORTHANTS NNl 5 5IW 
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The Original Breton Shirt 



The traditional French 
We iMrt n u f fci ag »l*t 

Hmk Bom 100* unbleached 

cotton- So ca nd u r ta ble theft* 
vMcihc.Wa bougie dm an 
hoMy 10 yam tffj ml Mad them 
■amudnofektUgrinihn 
stow Mill wyom ■ huNeid/j 


The Breton Cap 
The dwfc i mgr fshaman's lot. 
MmJb In France from quScy 

Stec «h A T T* TV. A Th 
IHSSlkmOSSp* 


OwmRQtividCrafcCaxbmc alOIStO 48SISJ ln.0isu«sm 
BrcBaaZi^DepcICa.Kherfcnl MM.SonnrMn.A|rnMr« KA3 SDH 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Win a Prize , ' 

In our Easy .. .‘-Vl;. 
To Enter - 
Christmas 
Competition 

Tbe Independent in association with 

Renaissance 

is offering a special Christmas basket 
Incorporating luxury food and wine every 
Saturday until 6th December in our 
Christmas Guide Competition. Every 
week the first correct postcard pulled out 
of the Christmas sack will win the special 
prize. 

Howto Enter 

There are five questions, numbered one to 
five, hidden amongst the Christinas Gift 
Guide advertisements. Once you have 
found them, you must find the answers. 
These are located within the 
advertisements. Send your answers, 
together with your name, address and 
daytime telephone number on a postcard 
to: 

Christman Gift Guide Competition No. 7, 
Marketing Deportment, 19th Floes; 

The Inde pende nt, 

One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London BI4 SDL 

Closing date for Competition No. 7 is 
Thursday 20th November 1997 
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Send 4 cotour firms' 
slides md we will laser 
print jour picture 
appuK 7X3 aatbe 
calendar The 
calendar isM 
-wire bomd wnh 
pre-printcd front 
cover & card back-3 
monte per page. An 
Ideal gift as it is usque 
lojou. 
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0KS SITHN6 HtKI YMR BKK ACHE? 




pg paa iW| W *eaie< 


Meriona Anastrong / North Yorkshire 
U>. Haniraaa / Giealear Manchester 
Debra Hunstoo /Nortt Wales 
Graham Horn / Suffolk 
Gregory Jotcs / Oulu 



So* NltrER tSHim 



A *1 I . IA L‘ . ^ _ r> 4 Q-. r> |'I- or ‘ 

,4 ■■ - m’DD.x. c*f - — "" 

TEDOING'.O^ 

TWIlSi-L Id 
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FOR THE MAN WHO TMNK5 
HE HAS EVERYTHIN C 
PeaoiulBed Crafted Beer 


.Vo jjditn’eiot prewartvci 

pcstkide tree hop 
OROBt now for U«qw *ia» 
«LD0M Bo*»OX S« prawaion **) 

UKtfbrterrKcCt'o 


Huge Range Of Classical Sexy 
Lingerie and Party Dresses 

3 FREE CATALOGUES 

5 more catalogues of other 
items available on request 
(small charge) 

E-Mail nemmdig*3aoLaxn 


(, cktuih A Dr ran '< kJ'l 
To: Tax 01323 502104 



birthday 

NEWSPAPERS 


l6fl.1997.Sadv.~-Tr— 

Saed g&pel 
REMEMBER WHEN 
s2DPu*yWxy.is D 
CroytoiCR04RE ® 


01S1 688 6323 

1 or call FREE 0500 520 000 


Chocolates 

Beautifally ^ft-wrapped 
Sent anywboe UK or oreneas 
Pafta fix fiieadi badj md bwws* 

Tel 0121 449 4673 


Bargain wrist and pocket 
watches available ui time 
for Christmas inducting 
Chronographs from SS9.9 5. 

For further details contact 
ttww tar lN, 

24 BracHey Kowd, 

Towcester, 

Northanrs, NN12 6ty. 

Tel: 01327 358080 
Paa: 01327 358388 

Winners of the International Open Amateur Poetry Contest 
“A Lasting Calm” 


Eureka Obiaodn/London 



fWta 01702386100 


Q«. Who out mala wm out cuttary 
u good as now tor CSwtetmas 


We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See yonr Sofas and Chains being 1 made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to ns. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, MonkweU, 
Osborne and Little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 


Robert Lyndsay / Belfast 
Rosie Major/ Hampshire 
Barry Mansfield / Surrey 
Derek J. Pluck / Lancashire 
Anthony Smyth / Gwent 


Certainly! 


UV will heat any other price of a comparable quality 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyie Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare St, 
Hackney, London E6 SSE (Nr Well St) 
Tel: 0X81 533 0915 2 lines Fax: 0181 985 2953 




Frederica Amlanandom / Greater 
Manchester 

S. Ashford / Isle of Man 
M. Atkinson / East Yorkshire 
Elizabeth Beale / Bedfordshire 
Graham R. Bell / Yorkshire 
Thomas B. Bosch / Sussex 
Brian Blackwell / Leeds 
Jessica Brown / Nort ha mptonshire 
Doris MJL Brownlee / Gloucestershire 
Rosaleen Clarke /Belfast 
Ma u r e en Cropley / Avon 
Thomas Dade / West Yorkshire 


Chrisopher Kewell / Devon 
GJB. Langley / Berkshire 
Lynda A. Liddell / East Yorkshire 
Maureen Love / Lanarkshire 
Maria B. Lynch / London 
Sheila Manley / Coventry 
Michael J. McGlynn/ Co. Offaly 
James McHenry / Avon 
G. McKeown / Renfrewshire 
Anne Melltng / Leicestershire 
Stephanie Metcalf / Berkshire 
Pauline Pahner / Surrey 
Alf Party / Leicestershire 


Joyce M.Drackea-Case/Ncwtownabbey Dean Poland / London 


Carolyn A. Drury / Nottinghamshire 
Christopher Dunn / Nizonne 
Derrick D. Dunn /Birmingham 
Maurice Ebbage / Beverley 
Chris Fefl / Gloucestershire 

Tess Good-O'Bricn / Co. Waterford 

Angela Gregory / Avon 
Mary C.Hastie/ Surrey 
KaflnynHodgkinson-Szotnmer/ 
Tasmania 

Karen V. Hodgson / Choriey 
Andrew G Homfray / Dorset 
Paul Hooper /Kent 
Viola Hughes / Co. Antrim 
Karl Holme / Dorset 
J. Onslow Johnson / Gloucestershire 
Owen D. Jones/ Derbyshire 


RJ. Radley / London 

Robert W. Reed / Kent 

Oscar Goardioh Rivera / Aberdeenshire 

Joanne Robins / Norfolk 

Brian Rysdale / Gwent 

Siv Shanna / Cheshire 

EJL Skinner / London 

N. Smith /Cornwall 

John Stephenson / Tyne & Wear 

Paul R. Taylor / Shropshire 

Gregory P. Udeh / Surrey 

Ann P. Vcscy-FitzGcraid f Hampshire 

Dorothy While / Clydebank 

Iris M. Willis / Middlesex 

Craig M. Wood / Lancashire 

GA. Youldoo-Hockey / South 

Glamorgan 


Each aioinh The latEmatienaf Librny of Poeoy sponsors an anuitnir poeoy ctsi^etilion in the 
UK and Ireland and wiB award over flSjnO in prize money over the next 12 months. Anyone 
may enter the competition simply by reading in one original poem, any subject, any style tv. 
The International Library «f Poetry, Dept. 5816, FREEPOST LON, SITTINCBOURNE, 
Kent ME10 3BR (no stamp required). The poem should be no more than 20 lines, and (he 

poet’s name and address mua appear at the top of (be page. The entry most be typed or neatly 

handwritten and will not be returned. All poets who enter will receive a reply, along With 
cogplgte comp e titi on raks. within nine weeks. 

C o n gra tulations id all prize winners and to all semi-fimlisis! 


Poem Bouse, Cramers Road, Pclphht Park. Sittiagbemnc, Kent MEH3HB. 


Not Antique 



Iltit. can an expert :dl the difference 


lStfa fl> 19ifa Gantry Bepttra ftunJture in Saffd l 
mfaie, Una BWseyt Maple tad other cmk w 
■ itandart muurp3»ed thh century bj xnastett 
3 rages to net aU Ufistj* and lactase groapt. 


brtnM 



BRITISH ANTIQUE Rl-PI.ICAS 


7,6 


OB- Who can mtica Ha Christmas a 
fBeicrackarT 


'FREE 

maioss os 

St SSI. U. ' 

cum j* 

W 


Mm i 

Cl 


01635862100 



MORI A RTFS 

SOLID PINE 

storage BEDS 
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How green was 

my mountain — 

or soon will be 


mm 
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The farm is so wild, no one 4,0 
even knows how big it is, mt 
but David Henry has great na 
hopes for his new home on pt 
Green Mountain in J» e 

Ascension Island. Duff Hart- i“ 
Davis meets a modem 
pioneer. di 

bi 

tfc 

None but the most intrepid would fr 
take on a 10-year lease of Green rc 
Mountain Farm, wrapped round n 
the summit of the volcano that is a 
Ascension Island in the South At- h 
I antic. Yet David Henry, a stataut s' 
37-year-old born in London of St 
Helenian and Irish parents, has u 
done that very thing. t 

Only those who know Ascen- s 

sion can fully grasp the size of his C 
project, for the farm -clinpngto J 
precipitous slopes between 2,000ft i 

and 3,000ft above sea level, at the 

top of 19 tortuous hairpin bends 1 
- has never been fully under con- 
trol, and has lain abandoned for 

years. _ 

Tb start at the beginning: in 1817 
the island was occupied by the Roy- 
al Navy to prevent the French from 
using it as a base for rescuing 
Napoleon, incarcerated on St He- 
lena, 700 miles to the south east. 
Ascension was then a forbidding 
place, with rust-red volcanic cones 
rising from deserts of tumbled 
black lava, and no plant life except 
near the top of the highest peak, 
which sailors naturally called 
Green Mountain. 

For the next century the island 

remained a naval base, run by the 

Royal Marines who, as a sideline, 
made imm ense efforts to cultivate 
part of the mountain to provide 
fresh food. Then, as now, two dis- 
tinct climates prevailed. Down on 

the lava plains tiie temperature was 
in the high 80s all year round, with 

a south-east trade wind blustering 

over the lava. High up, the air was 

far cooler, and the mountain 
caught the moisture of passing 
clouds. . 

Severe handicaps limited agri- 
cultural progress. One was the 

• r_n L.’«L fiwvia 


4 000 miles away, the Lords of the 
Admiralty directed the deploy- 
ment of corrective;^ 

nah birds, starlings, rooks, 

JSLnte.partridges.duc^d 
hedgehogs were sent out to ea t foe 

kneels, and barn owto to calcb the 
rats and mice. 

Professional gardeners were 

driven to despair by repeated^ 

backs - and none more pimHy 
than Joseph Speanng. wbo in 1887 
had to be taken away in a cond- 
ition of quiet dementia , 
from what was described as “fornn- 

cation”; he believed that not only 

his bed but his whole house was 

swarming with ants". 

When foe Marines left the is- 
land in 1922, foe farm was main- 
tained after a fashion by thetr 
successors, the E^?' e J?? p £ 
Company, forerunners of Cable &. 
Wireless, but in the past fewyears 
it has gone sadly downhill. Enter 
David Herny, a carpenter by trade, 
but now also a farmer, who m foe 


several bunding, constructed by the 

Marines. Somcmdtcauon ofthe 

fem’sunldnessBg.venbythefart 

that nobody knows how big it is. 
David estimates it as between 
10,000 and 20,000 acres, butthere 
l only one half-acre patch that 

could reasonably be railed HaU and 

perhaps 50 acres that could be 

brought into use to 

dening, “if 1 work really bard . 

That is what he proposes. H 
is now in St Helena, but later th<s 
month will bring fos 
Melanie Tmun, a veterinary nurse 
and livestock officer, to live on 
Green Mountain for foe foresee- 
able future. . 

The challenge, in which he re- 
joices, is to sort out foe astonish- 
ing ecological jumble left behind 
by foe Marines and their succes- 
sors. Ginger, brambles, aloes, bam- 
boo, acacia, casuanna. wild 
raspberries, all grow together. Al- 
ready he has discovered an over- 
grown coffee plantation that can 



Ascension bland, from the ‘Illustrated London News’, 
28 February, 1874 


% 


l, :- 

m. --. 






m/ 


Photograph: David Aubrey/TPL 
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Bfldng up . lane between 

I was surprised to hear the sound ^saw me, they were off - but they left 

dose at band TTieonlytreenea^yv«sa ^ted y ^ no due ^ l0 what 

SS!SS!SSa£S~ S 3 — 

hawk in it; but when I gpt off the b&eaod tookeO DuffHart-Dovis 

over foewall, I immediately spotted brownfealb- 
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direction of foe electricity were re- 
versed" by convicts whirling chains 
on foe summit. Another snag was 
that with scarcely any native plants 
or animals there were no natural 
controls, and one imported species 
after another ran amok. 

Rats had already come ashore 
from wrecked ships, and were liv- 
ing off seabirds. Tb suppress them, 
the Marines brought in cats, but 
these soon escaped and went wild, 
so foe Navy imported dogs to 
hunt them down. Goats, sheep, 
pigs, and donkeys also made off 
into foe lava deserts. 

Up on the mountain, the 
Marines established a little farm. 
Many imported plants and trees 
died; others rampaged, and 
plagues of insects and mice rav- 
aged garden crops. From their 
comfortable base in London, 


spring of 1982 went out for a hol- 
iday to St Helena, and was mar- 
ooned there for seven months 
because the ship that serves the is- 
land was commandeered for the 
Falklands war. As St Helena has 
no airfield, the only way he could 
return home was by bitching a lift 
on a Danish vessel, which called 
at Ascension. 

That visit gave him his first right 
of Green Mountain. He later 
made many return visits to St He- 
lena and on his way home he sev- 
eral times called at Ascension, 
taking advantage of the fact that 
RAF Tristars regularly pass 
through on their way to and from 
foe Falklands garrison. 

Then, earlier this year, foe au- 
thorities decided to advertise 
Green Mountain farm for let, and 
David was foe successful applicant 
His only rent is a commitment to 
maintain foe farm as a recre- 
ational area for foe temporary 
residents who live and work down 
below. (These indude British and 
American personnel, and a con- 
siderable staff of workers from St 
Helena, known to all as “saints".) 

His tenancy agreement en- 
compasses all foe land more than 
, 1,900ft above sea level, and with it 


be brought back to fruitful fife. A 
flock of 1,800 sheep, loose on the 
mountain, wffl have to be corralled, 
culled, and rejuvenated by inlro- 
dndng pedigree rams. Down be- 
low, wild donkeys still roam the 
lava, living largely on cardboard 
and hats blown off unwary is- 
landers bv the trade winds. 

One factor in David's favour is 
that on foe mountain rainfall has 
definitely increased, apparently in 
response to the spread of trees and 
shrubs. Now vegetable seeds leap 
up within force or four days - but 
so also do weeds. 

The new incumbent has ambi- 
tious plans for supplying not only 
foe plain-dwellers and the island 
ship on its way up and down the 
South Atlantic, but also the 
“saints" who work in foe Falklands 
garrison, and would welcome reg- 
, ular deliveries of pumpkins, yams 
■ and sweet potatoes. He even has 

i his eye on markets in London. With 

i the RAF air-bridge in place, w ith 
1 fax, telephone and soon (he hopes) 
- foe Internet connected to his eyrie 
t in mid-ocean, he could perhaps es- 
) tablisb a mail-order business, to 
give customers “direct access to 
n what is probably foe cleanest farm 
it in the world”. 


i 

A simple fisherman? There’s no such thing 


Ian Mackinnon is an 
fisherman off the west coam 

the Scottish Highlands. 

Hamah Scott observes a day in 

the life of * hunter grapp""^ 
with the elements ... and gl 

currency fluctuations- 

Standing .on i * J^ wc pu n ou t from 
nan’s Cshmg ^ a j t is ^ to 

^luuboursideatArt^ 

appreciate why , -»narR From 

have houses of the 

halfamUe offihore. e ^ are 
village a? d mountains thatre- 
dwarfed by of wilderness, 

cede into of this awa- 

it was the h^^^edfanto 


sai^s inhabitants, the only opportunities 

Lie out to sea. . . 

On a perfect autumn morning there 

are half-a-dozen boats beside our own 

na vi g atmgtheNorfoChaiineL'Ihereme 

SveS after razor-fish and scallops, 

dinghies heading for the “"f 
whelks and oysters may be found, 
launches like our own- pfl^l high wifo 


^agesto^^^^kioganew 

sores of the mode™ nQt pro vide 
But to find insuch 

a fiving, and wrak ^ . g far wo poor 

communities. season is fin- 

forculth-afom^ * ^ d0 sest 

ished by along a narrow, 

town an h0 " s f ^ ot her options are 


in tne wuccuivs*^- * , 

Sunder as he brews a jxrt of tea. Us 

n.an foe hunter off to wo^te^swjh 

a grin, “and there s no hiding from foe 
^“^hitbe summer, Ian’s favoured quar- 

lysias prawns. Al £30 a stone, ihepnre 

^ aood and steady, bet ™th recent 
^provtogtobedisapp^^J” 
hradeerded that the breeding grounds 
o^r need a season of respite to pllow 

SST STS' z 

we're off to move the creels into safer 

t h P rocks where velvet crabs arefound- 
S^narfs are parttadariy ptrtia^ 

wic&Wetcrab.it'siestdtenght 

size for tapas. 


Our first fleet is moored off Camus- ' 

darrach. We’re looking at a sweep of ! 
empty sand dunes, wifo the jagged 1 

peaks of Knpydaitm foe distance, as foe 1 
fiist of 50 creels is winched into the boat 

Half a dozen velvets fall into foe crate, 
red eyes furiously glinting, claws wav- 
ingin defiance. Some edible brown crate 
are thrown back, too small to be landed. 
Alai a small octopus, squirting mk as 
its tentacles pump down towards foe 
safety of the sea-bed. “Look at tins, says 
fan, holding up a silvery wrasse the size 
of his thumb. “Wte used to get £2-50 each 
for these. Fish farms bought them to eat 
lice off salmon when the chemicals they 

used were banned. Now they’re back on 

chemicals under some new name, and 
foe fish aren’t worth a penny” He tosses 
ft back into the sea. 

And so the hunt goes on. Ftom 
Luinga Mhor to Loch nan Uanfo, 
winching creels, sorting through the 

catch and shooting back the fleets mto 

new positions. The tide is turning and 
foe small boat pitches in a heavy swell. 

Not many days are as as fine as this in 

foe west Highlands. The only weather 
foat will keep Ian at home k when step- 
ping out of doors is like falling from a 
boat and drowning on the doorstep. 
Otherwise he goes to work, cursing the 
conditions and trying not to think too 
• haid of the rides. 

By foe time foe sun is setting over 
Rhtim, we’ve gathered up the last of the 
prawn creels and repositioned them 


where Ian’s instinct and foe echo- 
sounder suggest that velvets may be | 
found. Back in foe bay of Arisaig, the 
day’s catch must be sorted. Just a dozen 
giant prawns, weighing up to half-a- 
pound apiece. Perhaps there will be 
more around in spring, but no one can 
be certain. For the moment there are 
vehret crabs; 200kg to be transferred linto 
sacks and hung on buoys in readiness 
for foe truck that will transport them 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

2 Miniature 
Standard Hollies 

for only £21.95 — inc. p&p 
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water. By the weekend iheyTlbeta/wu 
on foe menu of some pavement caf6. 

Tb the small group of French , cyclists 
watching from foe quay, Ian might ap- 
pear to be a simple local fisherman with 

no concerns beyond the beautiful west- 
coast horizon, rather than a business- ] 
man working in an international market. 

But in order to survive he must keep an 

eye on fluctuating currencies and ever- 
^nnging European regulations - and 
he must even keep abreast of current 
eating fads. Last month he went down 
to London to Check out the /noufes ftties 

DnlrtTlO fin- thmleine of diversitVIfiR 


Hollies with their beautftul leaves are among foe 
most ornamental of shrubs. They are ideal for 
growing in containers on a patio or sheltered 
balcony and will thrive in sun or partial shade. 

The shrubs have 40cm tali stems with a "ball" of 
colourful foliage on top. To keep shrubs dwarf and 
to maintain shape, prune between April and 
August You can grow them In containers at least 
25cm wide or plant them in good soil Infos border, 

The two varieties are "Blue Anger* with gtossj 
green leaves In summer which take on a bluish 
purple colour with the approach of colder weather 
and winter. The main stem also has a distinctly 
bluish winter tinge. “Alaska’ has glossy, spiny 
leaves and white edges. Both varieties are self- 

pollinating and will produce a good 

crop of rid berries in winter from the Please sand ms 



Coflectonls) HoOy 6 £21.95 each 


into mussel farms. 

Few businessmen, however, aresub- 
ject to the same elemental forces that 
affect the daily life of Arisaig. As Ian 
hoses down his boat there’s a grle warn- 
ing on the radio. He looks up briefly 
when the Hebrides are mentioned- 
“Sometimes,” be admits, “3 do dream 
about a bank job, wifo a cut-price 
mortgage and a pension." 
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The Gospel according to Pru 



Inside & huge, shiny kitchen with banks of 
ovens, hobs and worktops, 32 novices don 
aprons and start to study passages from 
their Bibles. Softy Staples Joins a cookery 
class. 

The text in question is from Leith’s "Cookery 
Bible”, written by Prue Leith and the school’s prin- 
cipal, Carolinc %ddcgrave. It is given to each stu- 
dent on enrolment, fhnight is the sixth oaf of 10 
lessons and on the menu is prawn pilau and choco- 
late, profiteroles, • t ' 

- Mast of the studeofehavc came straighlfrom woric, 
as the session starts at 630pm, and several have 
brought bottles of wine with them. Licensing laws - 
and the need to keep a dear head mean that the rook- 
ie cooks may drink only two small glasses. - 

No one would feel out of place on this course. 
There are bankers, solicitors, students, housewives 
and secretaries, and the age ranges 18 to retirement. 
What they aU have in common are an interest in cook- 
ing and a general lack of expertise. 

The course takes nothing for granted. The prop- 
er way to bofi an egg and peel and dice an onion are 
given the same attention as the trickier business of 
preparing the choux pasty for the profiteroles. 
Naturally, there are no food mixers m this kitchen; 
beating eggs and whipping cream are done by hand. 

Before the action begins, teacher Jacqui Thomas 
runs through the preparations for the menu and ad- 
vises on timing. In front of each student the exact 
ingredients have been weighed out in advance. All 
they have to do is make the dishes and then take them 
home to eat for supper. 

Victoria Shaw, a solicitor, has high praise for the 
course because it includes all the ingredients, and 
the teaching ratio is one to eight. “I also find com- 
ing here after work helps me to unwind,” she says. 
"And the great thing is being able to eat what you 
have made. The recipes are for two people, so I usu- 
ally ask a friend round after w ards.” 

Colin Stanley, a widower, works as an environ- 
mental health consultant His son had already done 
the Leith course and he was so impressed by the re- 
sults that he decided to give it a try. “I'm generally 
better at eating than at cooking, but I've been sur- 
prised at the things we've done. Last week we made 
lemon curd. I'm not a lemon curd man, but this tast- 
ed nothing like the sort you boy in the shops. It was 


i elinr. The time ooly 

arsaia sauce. It w® **“ adet course." 


r married o ext year, i PVO eri- 

[Old me how to get the sauce to l0 °* " 

in the picture. This course has made me feel a 
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££ S«tiI«piPgresses the cooks get busier, but 
re&7SrSdatmafhere.N 00 ne appears 
tiave a disaster. The choux pastry cases come out 
i iMhnn k.'ahfvnmfessioQal. Tne pilau nee 


ctly the right consistency, but most manage. 

And at the end of the session everyone washes 
tp the utensils, bowls and plates they have used - 
rhicb the women all agreed was excellent training 
Dr the men. 

Tie beginners' course at Leith's School of Food and 
Vine, 21 St Albans Grove, London W8 5BP. runs for 
0 three-hour sessions and costs £350, inclusive of in- 


GAMES 

BAWN O’BEIRNE RANELAGH 
DON’T JUNK IT -USE IT 


The next time you go to a Swedish lifestyle 
store and wonder whether to buy one of 
those elegant wooden knife racks, then 
decide not to because you don’t need a 
knife rack, why not go home and make one 
yourself? There is little in life quite so 
satisfying as making something that you 
have just saved money by not buying 
because you didn’t need it in the first place. 

1. Cut four pieces of wood long and deep 
enough for your longest and deepest knives. 
Or 2cm by 4.2 cm. if that makes more sense. 
(The wood may be found in any good skip.) 

2. Glue them to a piece of plywood or 
MDF. Leave enough space between the 
pieces to slide the knives in. (A knitting 
needle or folded cardboard will act well as a 
spacer.) 

3. Now cut around the plywood, leaving 
a small lip at the handle end. 

4. Turn the rack over and screw screws 



into the top and bottom of each piece of 
wood. (If you really want to be fancy, use 
mirror screws which will then act as feet for 
the rack to stand on.) 

5. Take two lengths of thin moulding and 
panel pins and tack the moulding across the 
top of the rack. This stops heavy-handled 
knives from flipping out. 


FACTS OF THE WEEK 

WILLIAM HARTSTON 


PANDORA ME LLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


I have been intrigued this week by an unpretentious little book 
from The Economist entitled “Pocket World in Figures”. With 
pages about 19cm high by 9cm wide, it really will fit into the 
average pocket It contains all the stuff you would expect to find 
in such a book: populations, GDPs, principal exports, imports 
exchange rates and energy consumption for every country, but 
also includes nearly 100 slim pages of tables ranging from the 
countries with the highest divorce rates to those who spend the 
most oa recorded music. 

Here are just a few of the things I have learnt: 

The country with the highest rate of serious assualts per head 
of population is Swaziland. 

Belgium generates more nitrous oxide per head of population 
than anywhere else. 

The highest fertility rate among women is to be found on the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

The Norwegians top the league of book-buyers, spending 
$137 a year per head. 

Although the Czechs drink the most beer and the French the 
most wine, Luxemburgers imbibe most alcohol altogether. 

There are 83 people in the average household in Gabon. 

Qatar has the lowest marriage rate rn the world. 

Guatemala and Nicaragua share the lowest divorce rate. 

There are 197.7 men per 100 women in Qatar. 

There are 85. 1 men per 100 women in Latvia. 


Maty Kitten (won’t give her age), writer, 
journalist, social commentator. 

I’m no good jai games. In fact, xny co- 
ordination is so bad that walking along the 
pavement TU often collide with other 
pedestrians. Maybe I’ve got some condition. 
But to cany on, table-tennis is the only 
game I’m any good at, and I quite like the 
noise of whatever the ball’s made of 
smacking into the table. 

My sister and I used to play in our garage 
in the north of Ireland, and I suppose I 
developed my skills. Perhaps it’s like riding 
a bicycle - you never forget how to do it. 

I have played with Craig Brown at his 
house in Suffolk, and because be’s a giant 
baby, the whole place is a pleasuredrome. 
There are things to do in every room: 
children’s football and also a ping-pong 
table. 

Anyway, I hadn’t played for some time, 
and when Craig said: “Do you want a 
game?" 1 said, “Fm hopeless, because I'd 
forgotten that I was ever any good at it At 


actual tennis 1 can’t even return one balL 
So Craig flicked a ball down the middle, 
and I found myself flicking it back. I was 
able to lean over and hit the ball so that it 
just toppled down again, and sprang out of 
Craig’s reach in a tricky way - as if I was 
possessed by a table-tennis ghost or 
something like that 

To my absolute amazement, the score 
was 21-4. Normally I present myself as not 
competitive, but I was absolutely ecstatic 
and this horrible new character came over 
me, which crowed and shouted “Hal!!" 

But the punch-line of the story is, when 
we changed ends for the second round, 
Craig won 21-1. It turned out that the sun 
was glaring in your eyes at that end of the 
table, but the brief moment of triumph was 
wonderful. 

For advice on how to act at such moments, 
consult ‘Dear Mary ... }our Social Dilemmas 
Resolved' by Mary fallen (Constable, £9.99), 
based on her column in ‘ The Spectator’. 



CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


If there is one thing above 
all others that characterises 
the play of great champions, 
it is how active they manage 
to keep their pieces. In the 
games of Bobby Fischer and 
Garry Kasparov, one 
constantly senses the high 
value they place on the 
initiative. Pawn weaknesses 
are tolerated, material is 
even sacrificed, all in the 
cause of maintaining the 
energy of the pieces. Even 
in the games of a champion 
such as Karpov - for whom 
positional correctness and 
control are more important 
than anything - one sees 
that his pieces may not be 
swaggering into threatening 
positions, but they are 
always wilhin reach of 
something useful to do. 

That is what makes 
today’s game so impressive. 
A few days ago, we saw a 
game in which the BCF 
Girls squad snatched a 
draw from a lost endgame 
against Garry Kasparov. 
Here, from the same event, 
is the way the BCF Boys’ 
team achieved the same 
result - but they did it by 
piaying just like Kasparov 
himself. 

Moving from a King's 
Indian Defence into a 
Bcnoni — both Kasparov 
favourites - they found an 
interesting idea’in 9...Bd7!? 
to tempt a4, giving the b4 
square to the black knight. 
Its arrival there made 
!3 -hfi possible, since 
I4 .BxJi 6 Bxh6 15.Qxh6 


allows Nc2+. 

Black fought for the 
initiative with 20.. .f5, but ft 
was their 35...Qd41 that was 
most striking White was 
allowed a combination that 
left him a pawn ahead, but 
41...Nxd5! neatly forced a 
perpetual check from the 
queen on el and g3. 

White: Garry Kasparov 
Blade BCF Boys 

I d4Nf6 23 es£5gxf5 

2c4g6 24 Qdl h4 

3 Nc3 Bg7 25 Bh5Nxb5 

4e4d6 26 Qxh5+ KgS 

5 00-0 27 Bd2 Rxel 

6Bg5c5 28 Rxel QdS 

7 d5 efi 29 axb5 axb5 

8Qd2escd5 30RalQf6 
9cxd5 Bd7 31Ra7Bc8 
10 a4 Na6 32Qe2Bf7 

II Nge2 Nb433 Qxh5 Qd4 
12Nq3Re8 34Rxf7Kxf7 
l3Be2h6 35 Qd7+ Kg6 

14 Be3 Nh7 36Qe6+Bffi 

15 0*0 h5 37Qxc8Qx£Z 

16 Rael Rc8 38 Qg8+ Bg7 

17 Nhi Qa5 39 Qe 6+ Bffi 

18Nf2a6 40Nc2Kg7 
19 h3 KhS 41 Bc3 Nxd5 
20f4 £5 43Qxd5 Bxc3 

21 Khl Nf6 43Nxc3Qel + 

22 BO b5 draw 
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BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 




tent (7) 


ACROSS 

I Delight (6) 

4 Wound marks (5) 

8 Sensational (: 

9 Large house 

10 Porridge ing: 

II Poker stake (4) 

12 Nevertheless (3) 

14 High point (4) 

15 Precious stone (4) 

18 Obscure (3) 

21 Wrapons (4) 

23 Non-professional (7) 

25 Abbey church (7) 

26 Steer (5) 

27 Compass point (5) 

28 Deadly (6) 


DOWN 

1 Cushion for head (6) 

2 Unpredictable (7) 

3 Made unhappy (8) 

4 Transmit (4j 

5 Foreigner (5) 

6 Vocalist (6) 

7 Suggest (5) 

13 Percussion instrument 

16 Haw (7) 

17 Fish (6) 

19 Wsi(5) 

20 Distressing experience 

22 Underground worker (5) 
24 Engrave using add (4) 


Solution to yestertafs concise CrosnrenC 
ACROSS; 1 Gnaws. 4 THU (Nostril). 10 Adverse 11 U>eL 12 Cur- 
13 Decorum, 15 Om*. 1 7 Sparc, 19 Isaac, 22 WjIl. 25 Corsets, 27 
..... to v\ rhnnilmc 11 V Smirk. DOWN: 2 Never, 


& 



3 Warrior, 
Newt, 

28 Tiber. 


East- West game; dealer South 
North 
♦ A 10 7 3 
<7064 
0104 
+ KQ63 

West East 

♦2 *K8 4 

S7K 10 9 5 3 S?J8 

02 0 A J 9 7 6 

♦AJ 109 5 4 *872 

South 
*Q J 9 6 5 
<?A7 2 
0 K Q S 5 3 
♦none 


West had a difficult lead to find at 
trick three on this deal. There was 
a solution to his problem, but 
even seeing all four hands the 
winning defence is not obvious. 

South had opened One Spade 
and, eschewing such modem 
ideas as a Michaels Cue-bid, West 
over called with Two Cubs. 


Stretching slightly. North raised 
to Four Spades and, although 
both East and West might have 
been templed to contest, they 
were deterred by the 
vulnerability. 

West led 0 2 against Four 
Spades; East look his ace and 
returned 0 J for his partner to 
ruff South's queen. So far. so 
good, but what now? ATieart at 
this point would give declarer two 
tricks in the suit and dummy’s 
third heart would go away on the 
king of diamonds later on. 

In practice. West led his ♦ A, 
but South ruffed and was able to 
dispose of his losing hearts on 
dummy's dubs. 

It would have been a difficult 
play to find at the table, but now 
you have all the clues. If both * A 
and any heart fail, what Ls left? 
Yes, West can defeat the contract 
by leading ♦ J at this point. 
Declarer gets one discard from 
hand but still has a spade and a 
heart to lose. 


SCULPTURE PUZZLE PUZZLE 


A few weeks ago, we set the task 
of creating an appropriate 
anagram of “Darth Vader 
Sculpture Puzzle", Here are some 
of the more beguiling entries: 

Vlad sure captured HRT 
(Helen Martin): Lecturers hard 
up - TV ad (R.W.Cragg, who also 
came up With the medicinal: 
Ruptured? Dra have tale); 
Depraved cult art rash (which C. 
Rumble thought neatly described 
the competition); VCR has pale 
dud turret (D.M.HowIe, who also 
produced: Starlet carved up 


Huni); Ruler had used PVC tart 
(Simon Presscy); Crude rat had 
vet slurp (Lynne Clark); Pcrv had 
cultured arts (Sandra Horn); 
Prude TV star had lucre (Arthur 
Dark): turd spun reached lav 
(Jonathan White); Hard-up reds 
cut travel (Mrs F.M. Agassiz); V. 
ruptured cathedrals (John Kelly). 

But the one we liked best was: 
“Cult an served up hard", which 
wins Donald Hurt of Newton 
Abbot a Darth Vader Sculpture 
Puzzle from The Really Useful 
Games Company. 

63 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 

I have written before of the excellent work that BIB 
(British Isles Backgammon Association) is doing foi 
the game in this country. By organising tournament: 
with entry fees that all players can afford it provides 
something which very few other countries have - 
amateur tournaments where anyone can come aloni 
and play, irrespective of their level of skill. Under tl 
leadership of Michael Crane BIBA continues to go 
from strength to strength, and now boasts some 700 
members, with well over 100 regularly entering theii 
tournaments. B 

The schedule of events for 1998 has just been 
published with more tournaments than ever before. 
The firet of these will be held from 2-4 January at it 
Slakis Brighton Meiropolc Hotel and fealuiStfae 

mS 2“ (r racl,on ° f tw °- hour seminars from Pai 
Magna former world champion and author of the 
definitive hook Backgammon. 

Five years ago I was lucky enough to have the 
benefit of some private lessons with PauL His 

strength is unlikely wrimpro^ery Xf sX 
books is a marked f* 

eommuniciie clt-jirhi u.it. bou! and can 



« leading US c-veLaX T 
now being included in BIBA 
recommend lo anyone who really wS ? 
Ibor play and ondersurndtoeoffc^ " 
New Year widi a visit to e?? 6 10 

provide excellent value formoney and taw 
conjunction with what 86 

tournament, will be iiJt rh*> B * 5S t0 an 6X0 
New Year !°J“ ver £ 

Full 

Michael Crane, BIBA. ■> 

LN2 2HG. Tel: (M5l?5«^3 db0Ume ^ 












15/OUTDOOR 










THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
15 MOVE M PER r'^7 



How to master the white magic 


Thrills, spills, and getting soaked 
to the skin - Eric Kendall is 
introduced to the wild world of 
white water canoeing. 

Russell is a canoeist White water is his 
medium. A first glance at this racing, wet 
world might not persuade you to join him, 
Imt if you do, the tug of the waves and ex- 
perience of a stopper, even a small one, 
will bring you back for more. This plung- 
ing whirl of water, where the river’s flow 
is violently reversed, constitutes both 
dream and nightmare far canoeists. A stop- 
per grabs and then holds you, and can flip 
you all too easily. Then your rotting skills 
come into play, as much a test of nerve as 
of technique, as every extra inverted sec- 
ond increases the chance of your helmeted 
head clashing with a rock downstream. 

Serious canoeing is a far ay from the 


school-day experiences of ex-guides, scouts 
and management trainees. Money, in the 
shape of dry suit tops, snug-fitting wet suits 
and other state-of-the-art equipment can 
go a long way to making this a warm, fun 
experience, even though peak season on 
British rivers is November, when the ang- 
lers have packed up and the water is high- 

Getting into all this gear is a perform- 
ance in itself, which transforms outdoorsy 
types like Russell into strutting, strangely 
Elizabethan figures with tightly moulded 
skullcaps (extra warmth beneath a free- 
draining helmet) and wetsuit-stockinged 
legs. Spray-decks -the stretchy Neoprene 
covers worn around the waist that prevent 
the canoe filling up during the good bits 
- complete the picture, flapping like rub- 
berised tutus in the breeze. 

Russell spares onlookers any embar- 
rassment during bis transformation, chang- 
ing on a little mat by the car, head poking 
from an enormous towelling bag complete 


with arm slits, allowing the whole process 
to be undertaken in the presence of 
women and children. Throw in some knot- 
ted hankies, buckets and spades and you 
could be on the beach at Scarborough - 
both air and water are nearly as cold. Out 
come the contact lenses, on go the bottle- 
thick glasses, strapped into place: it's a 
battle zone out there, but a less likely look- 
ing armada would be hard to imagine. 

On the water if s a different stoiy. Half 
human, half canoe, the bobbing craft play 
out a balancing act with the power of the 
river, using it and fighting it in turn. Go- 
ing against the flow is an explosive spurt, 
a mature of raw power, paddling technique 
and feel for the run of the water, search- 
ing out eddies that give respite from the 
irresistible progress of the river. 

From initial forays on calm, flat water 
and even heated pools to master essential 
techniques including the roll, progression 
lo the choppy stuff can be surprisingly fast. 


If s a sport to do in groups for support - 
the knowledge that two people are chas- 
ing after you as you sweep downstream, bot- 
tom up. is comforting and often of practical 
help; lose or break your paddle and you're 
at the mercy of the flow until someone or 
something - such as the river bottom - 
grabs you. 

The variety of craft available reflects the 
diversity of the canoeing world, most of 
which is driven tty competition. For white 
water canoeing, this means the slalom, per- 
formed round dangling poles, and wild 
water racing, though canoeists who travel 
can mix plenty of white water into their 
tours. 

Bui the simplicity of canoeing, handed 
down from its Eskimo origins - stretched 
seal skins, not fibreglass - is an aspect that 
canoe designers will never get away from, 
whatever materials they use. 

This is messing about in boats at its best 
Just add water. 


Getting started 

First attempts are often made in the 
warmth of the local swimming-pool - 
more chJoriney-blue than white water. This 
is often the place to make contact with a 
dub; youth services and schools are the 
other main starting-points. 

The British Canoe Union (0135 982 
1200) can provide details of approved 
centres all over the country which run 
courses. The BCU is based at Holme 
Pierre pont, Nottingham, where the Nat- 
ional Wfoteisports Centre has a man-made 
white water slalom course and hosts 
national and international events as wed 
as providing training facilities. 

In north Wales, Plas y Brenin (01690 
720394) runs a five-day “white water, sea 
and surf” course for competent flat water 
paddlers; Plas Menai National Water- 
sports Centre (01248 670964) also caters 
for all levels. 

Britain has plenty of white water and 


even more flat water, for learning the busies. 
When canoeing abroad, savoy nurse 1 1 and 
the locals from confusion by remembering 
that a “kayak" (from the Eskimo) is u craft 
paddled by a double Wade: “canoe" is 
paddled with a single Wade I from the hirch- 
bark canoe}. In Britain, • canoe" is liie 
general name applied to boats that can be 
carried (portaged) by their crew. 

Even the most ludicrous optimist sto «uld 
face the fact that gening wet is part uf the 
fun, so warm clothes to put on after can- 
oeing are almost as vital as the right kit on 
the water. Surgical gloves and Vaseline cun 
also add lo the fun, apparently, alleviating 
chafing injuries to the hands. Bring your 
own synthetic, long-sleeved thermal wear 
and fleece to put on under specialist items 
such as wetsuits, which should be supplied 
as part of a course: it's worth fighting fellow 
pupils tooth and nail for the best-fining 
clobber at the start. There will he plenty 
of time for group bonding later. 



RE-CYCLED 


When Norman Lamont 
came to my rescue 

Where Kensington Park Road joins Fembridge 
Gardens, the flow of traffic from Notting HiD Gate 
swoops round on to a mini-roundabout that crowds 
with commuters bustling to and from the Tbbe station. 
On a rainy morning it’s a treacherous and surpris- 
ing tneteeof London life. For good reason, then, to- 
day my bicycle was by my ride and wheeled carefully 
across the busty junction. Ignorant of any weather fore- 
cast I had been unprepared for the rain and was now 
dripping wet Then who should come waddling acres 
the road but Norman Lamont in pristine pinstriped 
condition, holding an umbrella aloft 

My cheeky greeting, “Some would say you re not 
wet enough!" prompted a friendly smile and the um- 
brella shared. We walked towards the TUte- l assume 
that that is where he was going - and I had the im- 
pression of a shrewd and kindly man, ‘ntentonsome 
business that must disappoint him, way below the 
heights where once he was a mam player. 

. . .. ..>..1 •L.«'l’ , nnchiCmhl1!3 
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On the trail of the eel and the black toad 


From cider in a pottery to 
home-made lemonade in an 
almonry, John Shea Haw takes 
a walk around the Somerset 
Levels. 

Somerset In late autumn is cider 
country. Everywhere there is the tangy 
whiff of freshly pressed apples. This 
six-mile circular walk round the heart 
of the Somerset Levels begins and 
ends with cider. Along the way it 
uncovers other mysteries of the moor, 
once a teeming centre of commerce, 
now one of the world’s most impor- 
tant sites for wetland wildlife. 

Qder-maker Bruce Bond and Mary 
Kembery, a potter, are open all year 
at Smocklands, just outside the village 
of Drayton, some eight miles east of 
Thun torn Bruce’s potent brew, Black 
Toad, takes its name from a creature 
that survived 30 years in an old cider 
sump. For SOp a pint, takeaway con- 
tainer included, yon can decide for 
yourself whether to feel Sony for him. 

It's downhill from here and right on 
to School Street, towards Mideiney 
Manor (cl490), which stands on a 
small rise. AU around is the criss- 
crossed landscape of the moor, with 
drainage ditches (or rhynes) bisecting 
the fields tike pencil lines. 

Ibrn left at the bridge, signposted 
to Langport, and follow the raised 
bank of the Isle river to Mideiney 
pumping station and the Parrett river. 
Mussel shells crunch underfoot, 
dredged from the river to make a path. 

Herons crank along the banks, 
searching for the Levels’ most elusive 
wildlife treasure - the eel 

It’s a mile-long stroll through the 
willow banks to Muchelney bridge. 
Cross it to visit the medieval monas- 
tic settlement of Mnchelney Abbey. 

. In the- adjacent parish church of St 
peter and St Paul a paintedceiling, dat- 
ing from the eariy 1600s, indudes snr- 


abnomy complex, refreshment Is at 
hand, probably for the first time since 
the Dissolution. Smoked ed, chocolate 
cake and home-made lemonade 
attract visitors all year round. 

After returning to the river, recross- 
ing it and turning right, the path fol- 
lows the Parrett to Huish Bridge. 
Here it is swollen by the Yeo, drain- 
ing the King’s Moor Levels. By mid- 



winter much of the pasture will be 
flooded, and Langport will again 
become the fabled “island in the sea". 

The valley narrows here. Laag- 
ponrs elevation (mountainous by Lev- 
els standards) brought prosperity in 
ancient times when much of the area 
was water. After the draining of the 
Levels, the Parrett became a major 
trade arteiy; by ihe 18th century the 
U^wasavitallinkwithLondoiLThe 
local industrialist George Stuckey and 
the economist Thomas Bagehot 
formed thefrfinst company here; even 
in 1909 Stuckey’s Bank was second 
only to the Bank of England. 

The glory days are long gone, but 
the river maty yet restore the area’s for- 
tunes. The Parrett Trail now runs for 
nearly 70 miles, from Dorset to the 
Bristol Channel oi Bridgwater. 


another day or three; for now we cross 
Huish Bridge and turn left to Hoisft 
Episcopi church, where a magnificent 
Burne-Jones window stands in the 
south aisle. At the crossroads there’s 
another relic: a disused cider bam, with 
outdoor seating handily built into the 
wafl. The unmarked road up Langport 
Hill soon passes under the old town 
portcullis, topped with a dramatic 
hanging chapel Built for the town’s 
apprentices, it served as a school- 
room before its relatively recent con- 
version to a Masonic lodge. 

After passing Langport church, 
whose graveyard on the escarpment 
holds the tombstone of Stuckey, bear 
left at the gatehouse, then left again 
down the public footpath marked 
Whatley Lane. An alley erf steep steps 


frames a breathtaking view of the 
western King’s Sedge moor and the low 
Dorset hills on the horizon; opposite 
is the unspoiled tiled roo Escape of 
Langport’s mercantile heart. 

Cross the car park at the bottom of 
the hfll and bear left at the railings to 
rejoin the river bank. A quarter of a 
mile further on, cross the three-span 
bridge, keeping to die right of the road. 
Pass a fine old warehouse, and turn left 
after 200 yards into Frog Lane. The 
unmade track passes Tucker's Farm, 
with superb views across the wetlands 
to Muchelney Church. 

Immediately after a sharp right 
turn lie two lots of buildings; straight- 
away take a gate into the fields on the 
left Have faith; this is the (unmarked) 
beginning of the footpath back to 
Drayton. Strike out for “the copse 
clearly visible; the right of way passes 
this and a second, larger, copse to the 
left, then follow the line of the hedge 
to a metalled road three-quarters of 
a mile farther on. Then turn left to 
Drayton. 

Behind you is the landscaped park 
of Mideiney Place; in front a green 
wrought-iron bench is conveniently 
placed to admire one of Somerset’s 


.most surprising vistas. a horizontal 
panorama of field and flooded Level, 
from which church lowers rise from 
every quadranL 

A few hundred yards farther on. in 
the shadow* of another ti aver, lies the 
welcoming sanctuary of the Drayton 
Arms. 

Map: Ordnance Survey Landranuer 
193 (Taunton & Lyme Reuis) 

Farther information is available in a 
recently published booklet. The River 
Parrett Trail, price £5.95. Copies are 
available locally, or ring the Tourism 
Unit, South Somerset District Coun- 
cil on 10935 462501. Parking is free 
in Drayton, or leave your car by 
arrangement in the cur park of the 
Drayton Arms. 

Refreshment: The Stable Tea Rooms 
(01458 250003) at Muchelney are 
open for light lunches and teas all year. 
Black Toad Cider and the Somerset 
Countryware guflciy in Draw »n can He 
visited nil year, hut ring first in winter 
(01458 251640). A Grade II listed pah. 
the friendly Drayton Arms till 458 
250233.) senes a variety uf bar snacks 
and home-cooked meals all year, with 
pheasant a speciality. 
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Win the frill set of MGM BondFilius and a 
Sony SLVE22Q Video Recorder 


'Do not miss this one opportunity 
to win the fall collection of seven- 
teen films, all featuring the infe- 

weapons and say women 
unique to Bond, James Bond - the 
most famous secret agent fa the 
world. 

We have one set to win which 
includes; On Her Majesty’s Secret 
Smiee; ¥ttr Your Eyes Only; 
OctopnJSy; A view to ft KID; The 
Drtag Dqtigbts; Licence lo KOb 

TtondertaU; the Man Vfiih The 
Gphfeo Gnu; lb* Spy Who Lored 
Me; Diamonds Are Forrren You 
Only Lire Twice: Gotdfingen 
Mooarafcef; From Russia with 
Lore; Live and Let Die Dr No and 
GoJdmeye. 


With this prize comes a top erf the 


following question nc line Icurine 

your name and fall attire* : 

Which film saw Pierce Brosnan's 
debut as Bond. 



-—..v. WKU VIWSVT 

name just a few of its features. 

1 twvs- Winier a; vrjStrr j?,v :*• u 
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When gold medallist Tom McKean was left feeling as naked as a 




rowbottom 
ON THE 

TORONTO 
SKYDOM.E LIFT 


They were at it again in the 
Toronto SkyDome recently. 
Ever since an enamoured 
couple availed themselves of 
the facilities in one of the sta- 
dium’s inward looking hotel 
rooms four years ago - tem- 
porarily diverting the interest 
of several thousand Toronto 
Blue Jays fans and a number 
of the players - the manage- 
ment had issued warnings. 

Be aware, they say, that if 
you book certain rooms you 
will be on public view unless 
you dose the curtains. Even the 
dimmest of exhibitionists 
couldn’t fail to see the possi- 
bilities of that scenario: earlier 
this year another goggle-eyed 
gathering got the benefit of 
some heaving flesh. 

It can't be long before the 
cameras are picking up discreet 


sponsorship logos on the 
buttocks. 

What' once was extra- 
ordinary has become almost 
routine. Seen one pair of Sty- 
Dome bonkers, seen them all. 

No one, however, is likely to 
match Tbm McKean’s perfor- 
mance in the Tbronto Sky- 
Dome at the 19»Wbrld Indoor 
Athletics Championship. 

All his dothes remained on: 
he just felt naked. 

Tom McKean. He was an 
athlete of great talents, but un- 
fortunately for hitn. one was for 
being in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. 

Even his arrival on the 
British middle-distance scene 
was compounded by a hint of 
misjudgement when he had to 
settle for silver at the 1986 
European Championships 


after being beaten on his blind 
side by Seb Coe - “This little 
shit" as McKean referred to 
him- only half humourously 
when he spoke to the television 
people at track-side. 

A year later die Glaswegian, 
who had spent his early years 
as a labourer, was given a 
working over by the tabloids, 
who labelled him McFlop after 
his tactically inept display in the 
World Championship final. 

There was more of the same 

for *hk genial man in 1991, 
when, seemingly assured of 
the second qualifying place in 
the opening round of the 
World Championships, he 
slowed to a virtual standstill - 
“Save it, Tbuuny, save it” - and 
was put out by another runner 
who beat him to the line. “Oh 
Christ! Oh no!” 


Let’s be fair here. Tommy 
sometimes got it right, fn 1990 
he won the -European S00 
metres titles both indoors and 
out. And in 1993 within the vast 
enclosure of the SkyDome. 
he became world indoor 
champion. 

It was to be his last major 
victory, but he will never be 
able to Look back upon it with 
untrammelled joy. 

I had forgotten about what 
happened in the aftermath of 
that race until I revisited the 
SkyDome earlier this year for 
the anttclimatic spring 
challenge between Donovan 
Bailey and Michael Johnson. 

To travel between the floor 
of the arena and the viewing 
galleries above you have to 
• take the lift. And as I waited 
with growing impatience to 


bo down and sec what either 
man had to say for himself 
afterwards. I remembered bow 
I bad suffered similar frustra- 
tion during mv visit in 1993. 

The earth is round- Swal- 
lows migrate. And the Tbronto 
SkyDome lifts are desperate- 
ly, inexplicably slow. 

It so happened that I was 
sharing my phone four years 
ago with an esteemed col- 
league from Glasgow’s Herald 
newspaper. He, not surpris- 
ingly, had established a good 
working relationship with his 
city’s foremost international 
athlete. So when McKean 
wanted to pass on the good 

news of his win to his coach and 

family back home, it seemed 
only natural that he should pop 
up to the press box to avail 
himself oF the facility. 


of hotel guests^! 

116 He was deariy emon ona \® *^^,1 

he talked to his wfc- “Aye- .. j Look!” ^ 

great .. aye .. is she there? 

briefly. “Tbm. ■ ■ I think tbe/re over a 

getting ready for to cere- ^ 

"Headmowiedgedtoinfo, 

[nation, and bent his head ^“Lck-suited 
once more W the phone. into the arena-.-“°h. r 

Now he was speaking with Qb no! - . ; . . 

quiet intensity to his coach, ^ j^cd at the phone m 

Tbmmy Boyle. U W '’ front of me - ineI tT m °f :Cn -: 
know... but I didn t, did I ■_ — ^ would ha^ been a Jucg- 

My friend called out apm- spring along the 

“Tom.” McKean nodded an 8 ^ carpet-tded corn- 

continued. dor Then the lift The doors. 

“Aye... thank y° u -*- Tbe slat ic indicator. The 
thanks. . - thank you for every- ^ ^ didn - t bear thinking 

^ere was clearly activity about. 


Robo-bowler delivers 
the Waqar factor 


rechnology-free for much of 
ts 250-year-old history, 
:ricket has nevertheless 
embraced bowling machines 
for the last 50 years. 

Our Cricket 

Correspondent disturbs the 
mothballs and dons his old 
batting gear to take on 
Merlin - the latest gizmo 
that attempts to make 
bowlers redundant. 


.ow on practice and high on fool- 
lardiness, it was with some trep- 
dation that I went to face Merlin 
a the indoor nets at the Middle- 
ex Cricket Academy in Finchley, 
f the name does not strike quite 
he same chord of fear as Michael 
folding or Malcolm Marshall, its 
ronnections with sorcery and a ■ 
■e puted top speed of ,1 14mph still 
uade my blood run cool. 

If this seems a tad melodramat- 
ic. let me explain. The last time I 
faced a bowling machine, in Ade- 
laide some 15 years ago, it nearly 
broke my arm. But that was not ex- 
actly the machine's fault: the Eng- 
land coach. Norman Gifford, in 
trying to simulate the collective ire 
of Dennis Lillee. Jeff Thomson and 
Geoff Lawson, had set it to bowl 
bouncers around 100 mph, and one 
simply didn't get up as much as I'd 
expected. I’ve had something of an 
aversion to them ever since. 

Naturally, with technology over- 
taking itself every few weeks or so, 
improvements arc bound to have 
been made, even in the field ot bowl- 
ing machines. Mind you. it was not 
s* i long ago that such machines were 
based on those crude catapults 
once used to sack walled cities in 
medieval times, and several batsmen 
came close to decapitation. 

Of course. Merlin, despite being 
in the prototype stage, is not near- 
ly so gauche. Imagine, then, a fair- 
ly mobile - the production model 
will be lighter - 8ft tall fridge- 
freezer on wheels, with a large 
porthole cut into the uppermost 
quarter of one side. 

U is from this porthole that the 
balL a hard dimpled plastic one. sud- 
denly appears, sped on its 22-yard 


voyage towards the batsman by 
four rapidly rotating polythene 
wheels. According to its inventor, 
Henry Pryor, it is this four-wheel 
head that gives Merlin its clear 
superiority over the current manu- 
al two-wheel machines which came 
to cricket via baseball. 

Housed beneath the porthole are 
the guts of the beast, a complex sys- 
tem of motors, hydraulics and com- 
puter modules that can drive and 
alter the speeds of the four wheels 
in relation to one another. This al- 
lows subtle as well as large variations 
in speed, length and type of deliv- 
ery simply at the touch of a button. 
If only talented hotheads like Do- 
minic Cork were as easy to handle. 

But if Cork’s forte a few seasons 
ago was to swing tbe ball by using 
the shine and the angle of the 
seam. Merlin's achieves movement 
through tbe air by means of swerve 
-This is caused by sde spin, moA like 
a hooked or sliced golf shot. Given 
that it ban also cut and spin the.baH 
at will, too, Merlin is clearly some- 
thing of an uberbowler. 


BY DEREK 
PRINGLE 


The science bit over, it is on to 
the man versus machine contest that 
roost of the 30-or-so-strong crowd 
- mainly coaches - have come to 
see. Occupying main billing is that 
Middlesex and England stalwart, 
Mike Gatting. Fust, though, your 
correspondent has, by dint of turn- 
ing up early, the fortune to have a 
bat before the artificial surface 
and balls warm up and become less 
predictable. 

With an amber light to tell you 
that the ball is loaded, and a green 
light to warn you it is on its way in 
one second’s time, an early sighting 
is impossible and even a gentle 
5tlmph delivery seems to be upon 
you before you can move. 

Anticipating your opponent's 
actions is a vital part of every sport, 
and this is where the machine fells 

down in its bid to be human. Against 

Merlin, it is difficult to select a shot 


unless the operator tells you what 
the ball is about to do, which rather 
defeats the object of most practice. 

That aside, the machine is 
im pre ssively consistent and metro- 
no micaliy accurate. Indeed h is so 
mean-spirited, that the entrepre- 
neurs behind it, Amar Sharma and 
John Hardy of Vhnmatic, a compa- 
ny that produces automatic gearbox 
parts, should have contemplated 
filing it “Curtly” or even “Hadlee”. 

However, once I had got used to 
p riming my bat and feet to move on 
the green light. Merlin became 
playable. Mind you, runs were ex- 
tremely hard to come by and after 
60 balls faced without the merest 
sniff of a long hop or half volley, I 
was about 20-1, the wicket falling to- 
a magnificent leg-cutter that 
bounced steeply and took the glove. 

It proved a happier outing lhan_ 
the one experienced by Gatting, who 
1 apart from taking Several painful 
t . blows td the famous bread basket 
Was Wqar-ed at least three times 
by vicious inswinging yorkeis. Being 

that good can have a downside, and 

Merlin’s presence may discourage 
youngsters to bowl in the nets and 
try to become Waqar Younis them- 
selves. 

On the plus side. Merlin's con- 
sistency would make it a marvellous 
coaching tool for grooving certain 
■ shots or overcoming specific 
technical problems, something Mike 
Atherton worked on in New 
Zealand with rewarding conse- 
quences following his dismal tour of 
Zimbabwe. 

According to its makers, this ma- 
chine really can do almost anything, 
with the possible exception of 
recreating Shane Warne’s wonder- 
ball and sledging the batsman. It 
can also be operated alone by 

means of a foot pedal from the bats- 
man’s end 


Its other great asset, providing 
there is electricity, is that it nev- 
er gels tired, and even at 10 grand 
apiece, a pair — one for each end 
- would solve most counties’ ris- 
ing wage bills by dispensing with 
spinners and seamers alike. With 
a bit of luck it could also be mod- 
ified to keep the beers cold for the 
batsmen and fielders. Now that 
would be an investment worth 
making. 



SPORT ON 
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Net gain to 

southern 

hemsiphere 



Line of fire: Derek Pringle-, tmgic touch the Meriin bowling machine Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Shaggers, 


ln\/p rats and gold-diggers run to ground in Happy Eater 

love rats ana go u ui^ “ss.-sis?"* 



, K .. the film couldn't resist) David 

It was a good thing that the tmk- Ongar restorative: “I wouldn’t Hahn, her agent, trundled into 
ers of the Cutting Edge film rea ^ t r[ ^ said of view, craning acx«6 in his bibous 

“Footballers' Wives" (Channel 

4) did not restrict themselves to her bfc> She met . , tical cme cm the back of pom 

the spouses of the star-crossed was playing for her fathers oou _ 



UOO I IV* li VI"U — " 

Hiya! (which surprisingly isn’t a 
reference to where her hus- 
band’s team ought to be in the 

. ■ I n t T I Jimini-tll 


CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
ON TV 


uiiiuiuuw * . 

leagued and Sam Holdsworlh, foro the lablokl showbiz pages, 

married to Low Rat Deano- teU £°°. it was love and his analyses of the cclcbn- 

Dean Holdsworlh, that is -as F 01 " Daec ty lifestyle were magnificently 

she launched what will surely be ^ his future mjeniighlcnii^ 

(please God) a short and un- three and there was » 


public eve vou want to look footballers are a pushover: 
good, you want to feel good." he “They’ll shag anything. 

Slid as satny sauce dribbled Intercut with shots or Lee 
down life chin (well, almost). “If studying for her maths and 

band, unwanted by Forest, 
signed for Watford (she doesn't 
IhTrighi places and they always want to leave Nottingham) l were 
like to be seen with good*look- scenes of Wilker being shown 
ina people. If sverv unusual that round a mock Jacobean “man- 
vou'd see a footballer wander- sfon” that far all US chandelier? 
ingin a nightclub or wandering and panelling had as much 
out in a restaurant with some- character -as a Happy Eater, and 
one who's extremely there Holdsworlh s ilkuMsed foray 
was an almost unrecordably into crap pop music. As shewns 


at first sight. He opeucu ^ -Onobncslhev was an almost unrewroaray «.»««« " 

three andthne was his future mCThghla^- short pause while he considered paying the producers and agents 
^Sdatefiml^read S btolancv of what he was hemelf landing to the pro- 
file sports magazines to see to f^haDets who get about to say - “ugly". gramme, at Lasi). at best her 

whatshe was letting herself in subject of fooib^MS iwg^ ^ Sam H »icLworlh effortswereauralv..mtypub- 

fbr, but there was tX3thmgabwul nchqmcKfaotwmt^ • ^ kewulfo ,i yoflhc - Ucvysla . lishing. There were same niw 
Ian -an outrage later ratified face lion" she fell when Low Rat shots of the twoagentson their 

Vie was named Sexiest restaurant as he snmeanto n caunht with his earphones follow ing up the 

S 5555 jmssm? « 5 £;iaSK 

his confidence w^Sratopicces ed Nations Security Council or be ^ of ^ lhtt . is. “They meet a hwthaller, tlicy Pause while (he pc rs. .n on the 

and he slid down the profes- someone smflar.. SLnfcetebritv and physical at- think, 'Cor. money, limelight. HI other end l presumably says ns 

bidder into Nottinsbam As we see her fluffing her m- ones . have some of that.' "And to be the biggest load of eaek I vo ever 

ZSISZVZ tod-tor ■?» •»« going to be in to 

Walker had shown us round her cheap shot this, one o 


eventful pop career. 

In contrast, the grit in the 
programme’s oyster, so to speak, 
was Ann Lee, wife of Jason, the 
striker who took so much slide 
from Newman and Baddiel 


mansions 

ing not to let ihe disappointment 
show. Another cheap trick had 
Holdsworlh singing with the 
hacking track on her head- 
phones. so she sounded like 
Eddie Murphy mangling “Rox- 
anne" at the beginning of -Wf 
Hiwrc. Yet another saw each of 
the ihree struggling with an ex- 
planation of the offside law 
(would u metallurgist's wife be 
expected to describe tbe prop- 
erties of titanium?) 

Al the end. W.dker's cable ca- 
reer continued and Hnlds- 
wunh's pop aspirations re- 
mained thankfully unfulfilled, 
while Jason Lee signed for Wat- 
ford. which meant that Ann 
would keep the kids in Nouinc- 
ham while lie slays at his mum r s, 
though she said IkU they wiD slay 
together - “I can see us going ail 
the way till we drop dead." The 
last slim, as Lee turned out for 
his new side, was of Ann look- 
ing pensive and long-suffering; 
Whatever the disiatf equivalent 
of a diamond geezer is, she's it 


* 


' ' 
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The Rugby Football 
Union started its own 

web site last week (pro- 
moting it with the worst 

pun of the month, 
•‘World Wide Webb 
EUis”) just in time for 
the autumn series of in- 
ternationals. 

It contains a question 
and answer piece with 
Lawrence Dallaglio, 
profiles of England's 
elite players, a quiz and 
information on Twick- 
enham. It is disappoint- 
ing that it does not have 
anything on England s 
team for today’s match 
against Australia but, 
even allowing for its 
newness, it still is rather 
a good, reflection of the 
RFU itself. 

Just as England are 
likely to be bested by 
teams from the southern 
hemisphere on the 
pitch, so in cyberspace 
they also come second. 
The official Wallabies 
site is hrighl and brush 
as one would expect and 
includes a daily diary of 
the tour by Andrew 
“The Ox” Heath. The 
post-mortem after last 
weekend’s defeat by Ar- 
gentina was held by - 
what else - a kangaroo 
court. 

The official All Blacks 
site is a model of suc- 
cinctness and informa- 
tion. It contains 
up-to-date news of the 
All Blacks' current tour, 
even including informa- 
tion of England's en- 
forced team changes for 
their match against Aus- 
tralia, profiles of the play- 
ers. (although 1 rather 
went off Carlos Spencer 
when I read that his 
favourite fihn is The Uon 
King . but he is a good rug- 
by player for all that) 
and links to other sites. 

The Springboks site 
has the usual mix of 
profiles, news and 
archive material. All the 
southern hemisphere 
sites have details of the 
recent Tri-Nations and 
Super 12 tournaments. 
Of the domestic sites. 
Scrum has results from 
all the major European 
club leagues and cup 
competitons, a daily 
news round-up and a 
promised audio link 
from Twickenham at the 
weekend. As a general 
site dealing with ail as- 
pects of northern hemi- 
sphere rugby union, this 
seems to be the best. 

The Allied Dunbar 
.Premiership has its own 
site for the top clubs and 
this contains full player 
slats for ail the compet- 
ing clubs. 

Edward Abelson 


c 


ADDRESSES 

nnj official Bite 
Wtojfcwuw.rftieorrv 

AateacteofflctelaAi 
ht^/Www^WUjbycanz/ 
™*aWwolTic«l*lto 
mp:«www.rugbf corrtau/ 
Splngtejks Offidai site 

Premiership 
nnp'j/www.rugbydiij.cQ uk? 
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Awesome company joins 
battle as the stakes rise 


Merit Cup finished the first 
leg of the Whitbread Round 
the World Race in second 
place, but the second leg is 
only a week old and the boat 
is already in trouble. Merit 
Cup’ls skipper. Grant Dalton, 
explains why he now has to 
concentrate his strategy on 
what amounts to a salvage 
operation. 


At last we have what the Southern 
Ocean is meant to be. Some strong 
breeze to drive the boats along and 
the hope that we can make up for 
what Improved to be a pretty dis- 
astrous opening stretch out of Cape 
Tbwn on the way to Fremantle. 

The guys are ^dressed in survival 
suits to keep them warm and it’s quite 
a contrast with the warm and sunny 
conditions we have been experienc- 
ing, conditions we did not want and 
have not enjoyed experiencing. 

It was on Wednesday that die 
Aweather front we had been waiting 
"for came through and from slow, 
drifting progress we were powered 
up by a 30-knot wind pushing us at 
15 knots. It all happened in a peri- 
od of about six hours and is show- 
ing us to push south for another 500 
miles, which is about as far south as 
we will go. We could be going quick- 1 
ex if we could alter the angle and sail 
a little less dose to the wind, but we 
figure that will happen anyway. 

We can only hope that the frus- 
tration is over, but what wQl not go 
away yet is die worry that this is go- 
ing to be our bad leg. The way the 

race is organised is that one long re- 
gatta is split into a number of races 


GRANT 

DALTON 


and you have to expect to have a bad 
one some time. This one may be 
ours, and h is doubly unwelcome as 
the points system makes this a high- 
scoring leg, so everyplace we lose 
counts more points against os, more 
to make up on legs which score less. 

Gunnar Krantz in Swedish Match 
pul a four-mile dig out to sea leav- 
ing Cape Town and that was a very 
smart sea. But you don’t normally ex- 
pect to see four miles turned into 400 
so we are a bit disappointed they 
have got such a good break. 

I have to sty, also, that Kvaern- 

er deserve to be where they are be- 
cause they punched out south hard 
and it worked for them, while Paul 
Standbridge in Tbshlba slipped 
away when they were inode us. 
That's a bit hard to swallow. 

It means we are back here fight- 
mg out the minor placings and we 
have gjot awesome company. If s not 
like we are fighting with all the back 
runners, we are up against front row 
players like Inwrie Smith in Silk Cut 
and Paul Gayard in EF L a ngu age. 
It's going to be very hard. 

The mood on board is not at all 
hlack. We know it’s part of this race 

that a boat that was nearly at the 


■J 23 


bad: on the first leg is now so for 
in front that nobody is likely to catch 
them. You have just got to be rea- 
sonably philosophical about it 

"We have sorted out the food ra- 
tions. We thought it would lake 16 
days and planned for four mealsa day 
after feeling we had not been eating 
enough on the first leg. It has been 
easy enough meat that back to three 
meals a day in the expectation that 
we will take 18 days. 

So for there have been no prob- 
lem with the boat, mainly because of 
the hght conditions. Just one ripped 


the mast spreaders in the floppy air. 
But we aren’t expecting any more 
light stuff until the final approach 
to Fremantle. And we can still do 
some catching up. The way the po- 
sitions are calculated is by using the 
great circle route, which is quite 
high, so the boats in the north and 
east always took better than the ones 
in the south. 

Wfe are sdD hoping to be fourth, 
though even that will be difficult 
against Saudi and Cayard, and would 
be more of a salvage position than 
an achievement. But if any of the top 
three run into problems or damage, 

the p ositio n rnnM rtmt>g p. again 

. It has now become a true South- 
ern Ocean leg. The beys are a pret- 
ty even-tempered lot They just get 
on with the job, whatever it is. But 
the tougher it is, the better it is for 
us now. We haven’t given up all hope 
of a top three position on every leg. 
■ Copies of these photographs - 
and any others by die Independent’s 
sports photographers David Ash- 
down, Peter Jay and Robert Haflam 
- can be ordered by telephoning 
0171-293-2534. 

Latest positions. Digest page 21 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY DAVID ASHDOWN 


life on Merit Cup (clockwise, from top left): The 
lure of glory may motivate the . crew but the sleeping 
position leaves a lot to be desired; m full sail the 
boat looks Dire a dream; the reality looks more Kke a 
lot of hard work; Is that mast on straight? (bottom 
centre); speed In all conditions is the goal so hi-tech 
aids measure the conversion of wind speed into 
knots; skipper Dalton is in his element (top centre) 
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Steeplechasing's essence: Forster and his Flyer 



Flyer in the air: With Brendan Powell on board the pair will have another crack at Cheltenham today 


Photograph: Dan Abraham/Sporring Life 


There is a chill in th© ©* r 
and the jumpers are 

back at the centre of 

racing’s focus. Where 
better to begin than at 
Cheltenham where the 
archetypal National 
Hunt trainer, Tim 
Forster, and the most 
breathtaking of 
steeplechasers, Dublin 
Flyer, attempt to win 
the first major race of 
the jumps season, the 
Murphy’s Gold Cup, for a 
second time. 


The horse who will carry top 
weight in the Murphy’s Gold 
Cup this afternoon is more 
than just another steeplechas- 
er - he is history on four legs. 
"Hanging in ray ball," John 
Sumner, the owner of Dublin 
Flyer, says, “there is a framed 
list written iu the most beauti- 
ful script writing, which was pre- 
sented to me by Tim Forster. It 
lists the first 1 CHI winners that be 
trained for my family. And that 
only goes up to 1976." 

it is an image which says it 
all about Captain T A Forster. 
Loyalty, longevity, heaps of 
winners - and on closer in- 
spection. no doubt, the great 
majority were chasers. As Sum- 
ner says, “as far as he's con- 
cerned, there's only one thing 
worse than hurdle racing, and 
that’s Rat racing’*. 

It is fences or nothing for the 
Captain, so much so that it is im- 
possible to imagine anyone 
e fee’s initials on Dublin Flyer’s 
saddlecloth. Physically, the 11- 
year -old is magnificent in every 
detail, tall and athletic, and so 
robustly put together that you 
could picture him carrying a 17- 
stonc Hussar. When he tackles 
Cheltenham, the ultimate test of 
a chaser, it is one of the most glo- 
rious sights in sport, a fearless 
exhibition of foot-perfect jump- 
ing. Quite simply, he and Burster 
were made for each other. 

“The Captain knows him in- 
side out," Brendan Powell, 
Dublin Flyer's jockey for the 
last four seasons, says. “He’s 
quite excitable at home and if 
he’d gone to a lot of places, he 
might have been over-raced as 
a young horse and would prob- 
ably never have been the horse 
he is now. The Captain brought 
him along slowly with just a few 
runs in hurdles and then it was 
straight to fences. He never 
abuses horses, and he’ll al- 
ways get the best out of one like 
that." 

But it all takes time, and 
ihese days there are very few 
trainers who are ready to be as 
patient, or owners who are pre- 
pared to let them. Even Sum- 
ner admits that “uverthe years, 
we've criticised him for not 
running horses enough," before 


adding that, “with hindsight, 
he’s always been right'’. 

Sumner has been sending 
horses to Forster almost from 
the moment he took out a li- 
cence in 1962, and the pair won 
both a Hennessy and a King 
George more than 20 ago with 
Royal Marshall II. As yet, the 
Gold Cup itself has eluded 
Forster, but he has saddled 
three winners of the Grand 
National, most recently in 1985, 
when Last Suspect carried Hy- 
wel Davies, in the Arkle colours 
of Anne. Duchess of Westmin- 
ster, to victory at 50-1. 

The trainer’s pointed ad- 
vice to Davies as he legged him 
up beforehand - “keep re- 
mounting" - is racing folklore. 
Apart from his devotion to 
steeplechasers, pessimism is 


the other thing that Forster is 
famous for, and it is not mere 
affectation (putting on a show 
for the cameras, after all, is 
hardly his style). “He really is 
like that," Henry Daly, his as- 
sistant for Che last eight years, 

BY GREG 
WOOD 


says. “Everything will get bear 
as far as he’s concerned, every- 
thing will go wrong, and it 
means when something goes 
right, he’s pleased and sur- 
prised. Ir’s jusr his way and he’ll 
never change, ever." 


Yet it was hardly the action 
of a pessimist when, with his 
60th birthday fast approaching. 
Forster decided to move out of 
the Wantage yard which had 
been his base for three decades 
and start from scratch at Down- 
ton Hall estate, near Ludlow, 
where to begin with there were 
not even any gallops, just end- 
less acres of green fields. 

“I think be wanted a new 
spark in his life, and it came at 
just the right time," Sumner 
says, while Daly recalls that “it 
was a challenge, he’d been do- 
ing everything the someway for 
a long time, and knew what each 
gallop was like. Then he had to 
really sit down and work every- 
thing out, it was aU different." 

.Almost inevitably. Forster 
rose to the challenge, and 


Dublin Flyer's victory in the 
1995 Mackeson (as the Mur- 
phy's was then known) and the 
Queen Mother Champion 
Chase won by Martha’s Son just 
a few months ago are already on 



Forster: always been right 


any fresh list the Captain may 
be preparing for his wall. 

The latter success was a par- 
ticularly fine achievement, as 
Martha's Son had had just one 
outing - he fell - since sustain- 
ing what marry had assumed was 
a career-ending injury 18 months 
beforehand. Forster paid rich 
tribute to his horse afterwards, 
but there was an uncharacteris- 
tic quiver in what is normally the 
most rjgid of upper lips. 

Everyone who loves jumping 
horses has reason to be grate- 
ful to Tim Forster, for cherish- 
ing the belief that if you give a 
horse time, it wili repay your pa- 
tience twice over. Dublin Fly- 
er has already won the first big 
chase of the winter campaign 
once. The second instalment 
could fall due this afternoon. 



GR£G WOOD 

THE A-Z 
OF BETTING 

I is for . . . 

Index betting: With its echoes 
of the FT5E and Dow Jones, 
index betting sounds, allcigclh- 
er more serious and important 


than flash -Harry spread betting, 
but it is simply another name 
for the same thing. A col- 
league once compared the 
switch from traditional fixed- 
odds to playing the spreads as 
akin to moving straight from 
sharing an occasional joint with 
friends to a full-blown crack 
habit, which is fair assessment 
of the potential highs and lows. 
If you do not yet understand the 
mechanics of betting on 
spreads, you are probably bet- 
ter off keeping it that way, but 
the basic principle is that the 
more right you are, the more 
you win; and the more wrong 
you are, the deeper the quick- 
sand- Hit a good run and you 
will feel you can take on the 
world. Come down too sharply 
and very nasty' men will be 
banging on your front door, 
since losses on spread bets, un- 
like those on fixed odds, are re- 
coverable in law. When Brian 
Lara made his record Test in- 
nings of 375 there were plenty 
of punters in the happy position 


of knowing that every bound- 
ary he struck after passing 80 
added another £100 to their 
winnings. Somewhere, though, 
there were probably a few oth- 
ers for whom every extra run 
removed another treasured 
heirloom from the mantle- 
piece. 

Inquiry: When there has been 
such obvious interference dur- 
ing a race that even the stew- 
ards could not miss it, they will 
generally hold an inquiry. This 
is like a trial, with one impor- 
tant difference - it is not just 
the defendants (ie. the jockeys) 
who stand to be fined if found 
guilty, but anyone in Britain 
who has backed a horse con- 
cerned in the finish. Despite 
this, however, inquiries are al- 
most always held behind dosed 
doors, with punters denied any 
chance to observe the proce- 
dures and thought processes 
which may determine whether 
they can pay the rent come Fri- 
day. A minor breakthrough 


occurred at Goodwood in July, 
when the BBC was allowed to 
film an inquiry, but without the 
sound to go with it, which did 
little to dispel the suspicion that 
the collective IQ in the stew- 
ards' room on such occasions 
is so low that it might be a bel- 
ter idea to interview the hors- 
es. Only Mien cameras and 
microphones are allowed past 
the doors wall the country’s 
backers be assured that the fate 
of their cash is safe in the hands 
of the stewards. Or not. us the 
case maybe. 

Ireland: Horse racing may 
have originated in Great 
Britain, but without doubL 
Ireland is its spiritual home. 
There could possibly be a 
closed order of monks some- 
where in the wilder reaches of 
Connacht which does not lake 
much interest in the turf, but 
few would core to bet on rt- and 
elsewhere, and in the coun- 
tryside in particular, racing is 
an essential thread in the fab- 


ric of everyday life. Above all, 
it is National Hunt that gets 
Irish blood racing, and steeple- 
chasing even takes its name 
from a cross-country race in 
Ireland in 1752, between a Mr 
Blake and a Mr O'Callaghan, 
from the church at Buttcvant 
to the steeple of the village of 
St Lugcr. Every year, several 
thousand of them make the pil- 
grimage to Cheltenham and set 
about the serious business of 
showing the British how to en- 
joy themselves. Sadly, we nev- 
er quite seem to get the hang 
of it. so they just have to come 
hack and do it all again 22 
months later. 

ITV Seven: It may not have 
seemed like it at the time, but 
from a couple of decades’ dis- 
tance, we can see that the era 
of the ITV' Seven was truly the 
golden age of racing broad- 
casting. Unlike the Channel 4 
Racing of today, which gener- 
ally offers twice as many yam- 
mering beads as it does races, 


the action-heavy Saturdays of 
yesteryear could survive with- 
out cither picture puzzles or 
grovelling interviews with C-itsl 
celebs, and best of ah. for any- 
one bom in the 1960s, the ITV 
Seven was thoroughly educa- 
tional. “Mum, why can’t 1 un- 
derstand a single word Lord 
Oukscy is saying?", tbc children 
of Britain would ask. “Be- 
cause he’s a toff, dear", would 
come the reply, and suddenly 
the concept of class division 
was that little bit clearer. And 
who would ever have known of 
the existence of places like 
Ludlow and Callerick had they 
not witnessed the distressing 
sight of Brough ScolL perched 
nervously in what appeared to 
be a jerry-built tree house 
above the paddock, shivering 
so hard that you feared for his 
teeth? Those days arc long 
gone (just like Harringay sta- 
dium. which provided dogs as 
a filler when the raring was 
frozen off), but a generation of 
punters will never forget. 


Fiftysevenchannels shows who is the cross-country boss Sick Call misses Navan 


Ireland claimed its first success 
in the Sporting Index Gross 
Country Chase when Fiftysev- 
enchannels snatched victory 
from the Czechs at Cheltenham 
yesterday. 

Ken Whelan produced the 
gelding with a well-timed run to 
earn a neck triumph in the clos- 
est finish yet lor the £25,000 con- 
test from Peru an and Market 
Place, two of three challengers 
from the Czech Republic. 


It was Whelan's first winner 
at Cheltenham since landing last 
year's Kim Muir Chase on Stop 
The 'Waller during a 10-month 
stint in England. Fiftyseven- 
channels is trained by Enda 
Bolger. an enthusiastic Brace 
Springsteen fan and named af- 
ter one of the musician’s songs. 

The Cross Country Chase is 
a novelty event over a three 
miles seven furlongs course of 
30 obstacles made up of banks. 


hedges, (fitches, rails, fences and 

hurdles. But a chaotic contest 
almost ensued when the field 
was forced to plough through a 
set of wooden stakes that had 
not been removed by race- 
course staff. 

"The stakes were there to 
show us the way round on the 
first circuit," Whelan said- “But 
when we came round again 
they should have been moved 
out of the way. It could have 


caused great confusion and 
they could have been danger- 
ous. Somebody could have got 
stabbed with than." 

The clerk of the course. Ed- 
ward Gillespie, admitted the er- 
ror and confirmed that the field 
bad taken the right course. 
“The five thin stakes were 
placed there to guide the field 
towards the fourth fence, but 
they were still there when they 
came through the next time." 


Imperial Call is on the injury list 
again and misses his outing in 
the Trpytown Handicap Chase 
at Navan tomorrow. The win- 
ner of the 19% Cheltenham 
Gold Cup has suffered a slight 
muscle pull in his quarters. 

u He was a bit stiff after be- 
ing exercised on the Flat yes- 
terday." Anne Sutherland, the 
wife of he, trainer. Fergie, said 
yesterday. “It’s only a minor 
problem and he should not be 


any more than a week on the 
sidelines." 

Imperial Call was dogged by 
injury Iasi season and was 
pulled up in the last Gold Cup. 
He made a splendid comeback 
this season when finishing sec- 
ond to Dorans Pride, the 
favourite for the Gold Cup. at 
Clonmel. The performance 
prompted bookmakers to cut 
Imperial Call's price fur winning 
back his Gold Cup crown. 


Dublin looks 
a capital 

proposition 


The touts claim that 
Sparky Gayle could soon 
be the best chaser in 
training, but he will need 
to be fit as well as 
talented to win at 
Cheltenham this 
afternoon, Greg Wood 
studies the card on the 
most important day of 
the season so far. 


There is just one way to be sure 
of seeing a Gold Cup winner 
this afternoon, and that is to 
travel to Ayr to watch Mr Mul- 
ligan in the Sean Graham 
Chase, but rather more people 
will pack into Cheltenham for 
the Murphy’s Gold Cup, and it 
is just possible that they will see 
a Gold Cup winner too. Sparlty 
Gayle, who was unbeaten in six 

starts as a novice chaser last sea- 
son, will start favourite for the 
first major handicap of the Na- 
tional Hunt campaign, and 
bookmakers reported yesterday 
that punters were eager to back 
him for the big race at next 
year’s Festival in anticipation of 
an impressive victory today. 

Bookmakers, of course, re- 
port such things all the time, 
while rarely offering any evi- 
dence that the hot money in 
question amounts to more than 
a fiver each-way. None the less. 
Sparky Gayle, who was cam- 
paigned with great intelligence 
by Colin Parker last season, is 
tqr some way the most interest- 
ing new recruit to the senior 
chasing ranks, and having won 
the Cathcart Chase over the 
Murphy’s course and distance 
at the Festival back in March, 
he certainly deserves to start 
favourite this afternoon with just 
lOst 21b on his back. Whether 
he deserves to be a such a 
short price for his seasonal de- 
but in what seems sure to be a 
race run at a fearful pace is an- 
other matter entirely. 

The simple answer is no. 
since with Dublin Flyer in the 
field, he will have little chance 
to find his feel with a gentle pop 
over the first few fences, while 
at the other end of the race, any 
lack of race fitness will be all too 
evident on the climb to the posL 
When the favourite offers little 
value, however, there is usual- 
ly a decent bet further down, 
and the interesting thing about 
the Murphy’s from a punting 
point of view is that with half a 


dozen of the nine entnes twi- 
ning from oui of foe handl “P’ 
the list of credible alternatives 
is attractively short. j 

Challenger Du Luc is back 
within a few pounds of his win- 
ning mark of 12 months dgo, .but 
he is a rather quirity animal 
whose form appeared to be 
^ilinc off towards the end of last 

season. Dublin Flyer (next best 
255), on the other hand, is re- 
portedly as well as ever as he ap- 
proaches his 12tb birthday. He 
was born to race at Cheltenham, 
would arguably have beaten 
Challenger Du Luc last year but 
for slipping up with three to 
jump, and is very fairly priced. 

Elsewhere on the card, there 
are potential Festival horses 
everywhere (it is only 123 days 
to Champion Hurdle day. after 
all), not least in the Grade TVro 
Mackeson Novices’ Hurdle. 
Circus Stax, who finished sec- 
ond in last year's Triumph Hur- 
dle but still started this season 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Polydamas 
(Cheltenham 2.20) 

NB: Royal Scimitar 
(Windsor 3.25) 

as a novice, will take some 
beating, but he has done very lit- 
tle winning for a horse of such 
apparent talent and Polydamas 
(2.20), eighth in the Supreme 
Novices’ Hurdle in March, is 
fancied to beat h im. 

Celtic Abbey (330), the best 
hunter chaser of last season, has 
improved immeasurably for a 
move to Venetia Williams's 
yard, and should take full ad- 
vantage of the 241b he receives 
from Coome Hill, last year’s 
Hennessy winner, in the hand- 
icap chase, but the mos solid bet 
of the day awaits those who hang 
around for the final event, the 
stayers' handicap hurdle. 

Turapole. recent winner of 
the Cesarewiich at Newmarket, 
will find plenty of supporters de- 
spite carrying top weight. Three 
and a quarter miles around the 
ups and downs of Cheltenham, 
though, is rather different to a 
flat, almost straight and hurdle- 
free race at Newmarket, and 
preference is for a hurdler who 
knows this course well, HAILE 
DERRING (nap 4.05). Nigel 
Twiston- Davies’s runner has 
won eight of his last 13 races, 
but it is his fourth place in last 
year's Gold Card Final, off an 
identical handicap mark to to- 
day's, which gives him an out- 
standing chance this afternoon. 


McCoy can make 
the difference 


The former National Hunt jockey 
Steve Smith Ecdes (right) makes a 
runner-by runner analysis of today's 
Murphy's Gold Cup. 



Dublin Flyer: it is 22 years 
since an 1 1 -year-old won this 
but Captain Former's grand 
campaigner holds a solid 
chance. Unlucky In slip when 
going well in last year's race, 
but 1 wonder il the old engine 
is still firing on all cylinders. 
He is 101b better at Chel- 
tenham than anywhere else. 


Challenger Du Luc Just 71b 
higher than ibis lime last 
year. Gwen the achievements 
of Strong Promise, who was 
second to him in the 1996 
Murphy’s, last year's winner 
looks leniently treated. 


Sparky Gayle: A Festival 
winner in March. Sparky 
Gayle runs off just iffet 21b 
and has every chance of em- 
ulating his Cathcart win. His 
fitness may he found out by 
what is certain to be a blis- 
tering pace on a testing (rack. 


ume. with or 
can also play i 


Seiior El Bcirutti: This 
spring-heeled grey has had 
two outings already this term, 

tinging a onc-paced second 

to 5imp|y Dashing at Wfcther- 
by last time. He could be in- 
volved in the minor placing. 


Cherrynut Always labouring 
before being pulled up at 
Wincanton last Saturday. 
Prone to mistakes and is 
likely to blunder again 

Destin D’Eestruval: Blun- 
dered five out in Callisoe 
Bay s race at L/ttoxeter last 
Saturday. He was no match 
for Sparky Gayle in the Cath- 
can and has done nothing lo 
suggest he can turn the tables. 


you could expect hin 
open to improvcmci 
Martin always has his i 
spot on first time. 


Potter’s Bay: Won at Chel- 
tenham on his reappearance 
and is the choice of the 
Duke’s stable jockey. Sure to 
triu more races but is Ifilb out 
of the handicap here. 


there are chin 
mour I expect ( 
to come 
scene and expc 
pilot Tony McC 
on a rusty bicy. 
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CHELTEN HAM 


1.10 C hris’s Lad 
t.45 Tullymurry Toff 
2.20 Mr Markham 


HYPERION 

J5S Sparky Gayie 
3.30 FLYER'S NAP (nap) 
4 05 Pteasureland (nb) 
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'*'"*» and toto-ed he sku win to a ttewMnia 
3 ** * *** Inxrvh over tod^ course 

90 wo< ^ ^ GaslBf »acte o« a pound lower mark. 
, . ..^^ 188 SBason "t* when «oucf«d pH by preteoua wmer Ar- 
aH “ m8 **2_ tho nm^ war ites^ trip at Huntingdon in May. A reproduction of 

^ fOT woi« prt i*n bang than® te a raco that oily tfw chaser N« tlte Know mtgrt 

DeoulM Setoe*ten:THHTY BELOW 


finorakf sraan, wkie atare, onoratf 5«an W wftte star 
9 3M SALiySCAUTOS^fBFttEdiHdMeiAHDbbsSfiT 

ftsple, sMb sash & annfee. vetiend cap 
-9dadend> 

BETIM& 7-4 Ckcus St*, 4-1 PuniaA Mr Uartdaa, M PMnoa. 19-1 Prtyd mm, lS-l Shan 
P«fc ta-i Cte«r BhM Vmu, Qmi (Mm 25-1 SsBy SoMy. 

19» KMash 5 V tt A P IfcOojr 3-1 (M Rp^ 5 «ai 

FORM GUIDE 

Circus Stw «na piacad In (fia tfvae big Juvanle awnte last season and tad a r*» pt» 
opener here IB (toys ago. The four-yearad newer came oH the bit and looks more the 
finWtsd artfcto tfan most of theaa but na iwrt unbeatable ^ - he ekWt ateoys ftxt a gr»« 
deal n me dosing stages lest season - and MR MARKHAM could Yid fttd any CAWS 
nrts&mcor. Life saetanaga Mandys Mammo and B oew*oom Shurta t*MafUvm 
twa made a real Impact h W Fist racso. wtening Ms first two nicely before tenHng wel 
in fifth ton off tbs pacs In lhe b^j Chedenham bunper >ts teo atafatematee took to hur- 
dng stoght away and ha could eaafiy do Btarrtee end vup a sequence. Putfcrti** 
only defeat was a endtabte fifth In Chepstow* Free Handcap, smee whBn he has come 
back to end Song Ol The Sworife wtneing nm at Ascot Lice Patomon, Pimkeh hea been 
a reel m one ya p to efttes nwm g though nefihsr has flown gtHa this tegh betare. Poty- 
damtn kept the best company last Soa«n and tfldm boo out the longer trip at Stratford 
on hie teappeeranee. He looks a batter afiematwe than the two Irish chatengara 

Selection: MR MARKHAM 


An^btohoop*<»«85M»«'*^f»RP^ c V M M 

5 fflW MCMauUDCHpflFJCtewjaWgeOe JtAflzgeaW 

atec*; emeraW geean cftewtirt. aowafcf graan fldp . 

fi ton- WMArAHMDftaflfFAaonuBPMSBfeSOO— — TJttarpny 

Os* grean, whfe steavas, dBrit graan hoops 
a 6dsdnrf a 

SMnMnee^fflstTwfBntfMpaaigitWtoAftofUtfH^ 

remHG: M kdaM tV< Coeaie fffl, 7* fV«r% (tor M 8“^ A H«i frt 

MHeAbbey 

19S6: torgslca 6 V 0 A P IfcGoy tW to (M W * »• 

FORM GUIDE 

hemessy wtoer snd GaU hopdii Coonw WD mates hie aagerfsi'-awafto «•« 
but as much aa he improved test season he Itbb to fliw a tot d weirft »•«¥ andUfcH- 
CA1UOCH could mate the most of the am he raoawB* The vereattetocfcafitodig flo 

Bonetetant owr tencee as wel as on the Hat. and was an ancowa^ng nra to Btfttna 
Ortf three mias at Asool a tonnlgW aoo In hte test nm h cheee tar ten mono* The* 
shovffl be soma imptwamant in hkn aid Ws greater tea d stamna wi wtust ye* 1 ^ 
Casarewrfch wtrrat Celtic Abbey has come on a buncte snee fintetofl »m sawn 
tengtes aiHtt ofWiws A Hand, n the Fnhunter here in March. He won tha other huitere 
championehki St rert br cfa Hone S Hound Cm in dewatacmg atyte and a weighted to 
go wtil in lha handcap. Stamina got Flywte Nap home in the Nafional HuntHancfc^ 
Chase te (he Festtwal and he wen tor nmnerup n the Whftbrasd to Harmt Lad fkn 

sn, butfntlimeautlsrftthebe8tt>neiocaiait*nitaaenv.TheoneblQkylntheoire- 

ment to Bento, a remartaWe novice as a ft»-ye»okf et ti94-5 and OM tong ■wg' 1 
to rm»« It beck to the top The state is In such tramandouatarm Setecttan: aCHCALUJOH 


|4k05 


BODDINGTONS GOLD HANDICAP HURDLE | r^A 
(CLASS B) £10,000 added 3m 2f > ^ 


(Mr & Urs W J Mann) to M Raefey B 12 0- 


,Ptton 


2.55 


MURPHY’S GOLD CUP HANDICAP CHASE | Q4 j 


(GRADE?) (CLASS A) £S(V000 added 2m 4f 110yds I 

1S71P- DtBLW RyBlfMT) (Cl? (JS SiimerJT Faster TTfiO BFomI 

Groan. yefiowstoeuBS. wtvte cap 

F664- CHUXBffiBtDUiUC(H5P2^fC0JpAJrhn6tn)MFSpe7D9 — APMcCoyB 
Royal blua. emarekf green estaeves, wftta cep. emarakf green spots 

77m- SPAW»E«If ptO}(CO}(HAaBW)CItow7D2 

Em&Bkl green. yeSow sash & star on cap 

3E-T1 BEHTOtC f!4J (CD) (t#sHJ Duffel) KBelqiB 131 HI 

Green & red (quartered), yefiow sieeves, red cap 

1»f3 S0<OBaBEraurnW(l3|/Dto*)toSNodrB«O J Osborne 

Pufpfe, amereW green Cross of Umatae, amerekf green cap 
1FP-2P D©wn*JT(7)(D)(HLrt3 CoLKOPMch*BIIO TJJMurphy 


6012- TURWIEE^—. -- 

/^f*re.>oiowseteedSte0VBS,royeTbtaacep.yeJfow8iar 
0TM4- HARE DBdHHGt23«XP)©F) Ms VStadto^NTisBkteOwiBS 7114 „CUB»e9jn 
HMb, Mack triple cMantonti, hahnd ataews. wtoe cap, black tfiamond 

31FO-1 GV5ART (37) (0) (Mm R CCttxkfi M Rpe 6 tt 3 A P McCoy B 

— — 'MtcSD 

J Osborne B 


Qa* btaa. tmuati green armtaa * cap 
35-1 FO Rm®SKYMtqP)^toT*^OShBr«oOB7l2- 
Pmpte A yaAcm (hahod). steaves ravened, <?tm* 
PCS- YOUNG KDWY (205) (D) pGFtaecfl P BMJTOCrtBD Tl 


fcap 


-HSdppta 


Puipte. yaUow sash, hooped etoeves. yoBo* cap 
mP-1 SFRMGMAfWIH0N(2E) (C)(D) (toN0utfieU)toNtXSteil?1D9 — P Hanley (9. 
Whbe. red epauteta & anntats. red 4 yeftiur obeck cep 

10-6 STVOLEpO) CU) (^babpteh Hactogt R Buctder D -03 ’ BPo * — 

Dark toe. wtete dtoc, /resroart stoves; ehbe cap 
2311-2 LCU&ITIR1Y [25} (R AHarcot*^ FJortton7DO 


1.45 


WAD WORTH 6X NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 8) £10,000 
added 2m 4f 110yds 

4t&Pl SHEKRS (10) (D) (Intends axxktx*) C BraMs B 71 5 GBradwy 

3HF-1 STORM RUN (29) (Mra Penny I****!) PMrfttfe7Tj 5 : TJ Monty 

TM3-1 UfiiYMURRYTOFF (12) (D) (J Wlscn & J Rfey) JU JBtlW3cn6 71 5 ECMa^m 

4»23 MUSK BU]Z{1G)(BF} (The OsuhsMcOsgcr dan) Ms D Thomson a TtQ. 

NWBaMon 


BETTINQ: 1 -Z Htymurry TbH, 7-2 anrra Run. s-i Shekels, 25-1 Ifanta BMz 
1 99ft flwisrS Bay 7 V 5 A Magee 2-7 fev (D tehobar) 3 fai 
FORM GUIDE 

TULLYMURRY TOIT was left with nothing to beet after h& orty serious rtwal came dwm 
whhsix tojump at Newrasbe 12 days ago on his chasing defatrt. H»T be much more s&- 
riously tested by Shekels and Storm Run, both brfrosswe winnens ot their only attempt 
wer tencea bid it Isn't so much what he beet rather than tf» potential he has. Once ton 
ctof Tufiyntany^ Tortb jtmpng. pnabably throujpi lack of concantrteion. was a bit sSpshot* 
but it would be churinh to oomplaln about Mrhte was a prorrtesig start He was a smart 
staying hunfler last season and has the potential to do a great deal better as a chaser. 
Shekel* jumping wet delated the pacs tie wanted at Kempton and settled the issue by 
seetag a stride and abaohitsly tlyteg the last ll coukkft haw been a batter start and he 
can mshs a reca of ft agarat this stronger opposition. Storm Am, who capped a boot 
to Iks knee when iaHng over hudtes at Taunton in Febnauy - Ws fra nm since bang 
jarred up after wtontog at Newton Abbot the previous September - ran rigid away with a 
novices' handkap chase wider top w o igh t at Hereford last month. He night hare more 
on his plate hare, but ift a certainty ha Ira more to otter. 

Selection: TU-IYMURRY TOFF 


9 


Black reSuw stars, black stoves, reflow cap 
SI-H DBSHHiyETBUVAL(73(E9 fl») pCtoraf) DMchofeonB CD. 

8toL wttte boope; black steevss. white spots 
Den-4 TBMO(29(CD)(BAKtotok)UPty71 DO. 

aaarekf green, soarW hooped afeevas & cap. 
Q2F-J POT7WSBAy(j7)(CC90*3JEPedEf)DMchcta*8I)0.. 
WMte. red braces, emetof green a wbbe cheek U ee w s. «»f 


.D Monts 


I Johnson 

.cum* 


I green a wtt» check sleeves; wftfle cep. red (ter 
-9<tadw*d~ 

Mntaum eegft tost True handcap eelgU: Ssnor B Biaitt Sa M). Chefrjrut tet Sfa, Iteth D&- 
torafSte-an Jerao M fft floasrVSaySSf 72fe 

BETTWQ: 2-1 SpeAy Qsyta, tM Cbtongw Du UK, 3-1 Itabfin Flyer; 4-1 Bertans. 14-1 DeflOn 
DTMnsvak Poflar'i Bey, 16-1 Seoor B BatrotU, 25-7 Other* 

1B88; Chaflwiger Du He 6 Q 2 R Dunwody 7-1 (U V ran . . 

FORM GUIDE 

Those past 12 months hare shown whet a good pertarmance CheHanger Du Luc put 
H> when hoidtog off Strong Promise by a head in Ihs race last year after Dutofln Flyer 
hadstisped up in the toad onthedownha runto the thkd last Dubkn Ftyer wort on lo 
wn HunBngdon* Peteitioroutfi Otase «id a vaiabte handicap on the New Couse here 
to January (CTteflengor Du Luc tatad oH), whereas the orty »Jbeaqi*rt race Mann Pfcite 
geUtog won was a btaotSess tetalr at Wncanton However, that only goes to show CheF 
lenger Du Luc does beat to a aboriginal race and goes wel fresh. Thereto a good chance 
ol a repeat performance bom tem. thougi SPARKY GAYLE keeptog hta unbeaten reconf 
over toted mret be |ust as strong a pcasfcitjL Six sbaigit wins lad season lor Sparky 
Gayle otorwed to an Impressive success to the Cancan Chase here at the Festival, 
where Death* D’EstaivaL. who found the (pound loo last, was staying on to llflh. a cfe- 
tancs bertnd. H Sparky Gayle is to develop tote a genuine Gold Cup prospect, and there 
is every reason to beleve ha wl. he is surely wd in here with just 2to more than the min- 
imum. Bartons has coma beck to good kxmthte season but thereto rato about and the 
ground cotfld go tor him. Selection: SPARKY GAYLE 


Emerald gresr? red chevrons. ab$Md steere* hooped cep 

9 HIM HJMUHBJHD(I7) MkSytraEMMcGwityRCufekteQ 

Emarsld green. pWt sorans & c^p 

« 15085 SPACEAG£GOLQ(23Sj(CD)f5fShamDrtrid) JOUflBO MARUflWtfi 

Stock; yeflDw cbewons 5 armlatB, hooped tae> 

71 13W- 7UY (USA) (187) (0) (ChBsrtsteing) AS#e8tBr7D0 : TBeyV 

Had, emerald gteen Mb* box- 

C SF»te YDUHGmSKBLUr{Fte(toPGKty)EMd4arara(kQ7DO HWKwtaco 

White, terye Qfanpe ^DCte & armbta, btadf eap ■ 

g m PP- OATS H BARLEY pS^ (F A Lartigan) P ftadctd 8 13 0- SBiswagb 

Royal blue, rad dtamond, white sfesves, mjw? hfc» armlets 4 cap 
-73 dec la red - 

i MkTwweepfctfte JJie A*r*e^ireiptoAasBrete>d«f>iBCiegeGnltf BdlSfe Tty M 12fe 
teurg to KtyM 10ti Oett N Baity W Wb. 

SEnWtt JOMO TlsopoK « )bung Xway 1« Qyaart B-1 HA Dwdefi, Uwgbhty IMtaneg 
lira Kefly; 11-1 PH8unlend,1«-1 Father Sky. 16-1 SpaceegeGel^Spitoglliratbon,2D-1 SI Vto 
3S-1 Tty 150-1 Ode N Barty 
1996: VWdt Bao 9 D 5 C Uwelyn W (N Gasdee) * ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Ces ar ewbc h winner Dampole makes a welcome mam to huntog and the way he won 
the bta UKwnrel mt marathon suggests thte there wd be anprovemantto this kgtywaoed 
tudtac Mid you, thereto need to be ee he has no easy task with 12 skme on his back. 
LOUGH TUUy ended last season with wns to novice company at Sondown and Ban- 
gor and te Itret gtenca wortd appear right up agatoto it on a rsthg «b higiar than last 

term Thaito some hike; but ha shaped encouragingly against Tidal Force ow two and 
a MI niea at Otopstow on tks reappearance off Ns new raing. Thereto not a U wrong 
with that farm and Lrxqh Tufly has more tfen once hinted theta mat tost tfstamnswotid 
brrej out the best to him 'Ibtmg Kenny, one of the best novices to the north last sea- 
son before gotog off the bed to hi9 lest two starts, return an a decent me* and a iar 

more wH behead of Mm. Seteatec UDUGH TUUY 


AYR 




a 


HYPERION 

1i)0 Denton Lad 1-35 Edehweis Du MouRn2.10 
Magpie Melody 2.45 Mr Mulligan 3.15 Any Port 
3^0 Sally's Twine • 


6 3PB-I BARDARQS [7) (D) Ifca L Fkasel 8 D 12 MFoeter 

7 563C- GRUB DGB- (3B5) P Btsuncrt 7 tl & BtMre^ 

^ rk ^ D J 

BETTMG: 7-4 BMiePaBvT-ZTnw Scot, 4-1 Magpie Mttody.6-1 Bra- 
dwas, B-1 PWece Of OoU, 14-1 Otoe Owl, 29-1 A W b ne ce rte 


2.45 


SEAN GRAHAM LIMITED HANDICAP 


GOING: Good to Soft (Good sr ptaesl 

• Left-hand gaflopng oousa 

• Course is E of town on A75& Ayr station (service from Gks- 
gow) tat ADMSSKM CUt £12; bandstand C7 CAR R4RK: Ree 

• LEADING TRAINERS: Q Rtahanis 32155 (206%). tors M R«w- 
atey as-tBB pae%M JOTfoO 77a» (D2*i CRrtr 17-iJB (W6) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A Dobbin 32-B5 (2O0K). P MvBfr22- 

1Z1 0B2%J. T Read 13-1B R Supple ft3B £22%J- 

• FAVOURITES: 183 wtos in 369 races (*42%). 

BUNKBTED FIRST TUBE Denton Lad (tflOJ. 


CHASE (CLASS B) £14,000 added 3m 
If 

AFi-2 WlflJUJGANOTffJJWNCtenEesnfi 

- R tkawnody 

KM- B6tCHYHEAD(28S) JC) JJ07fefl9 DS— HMrfisti) Pi) 

91FO- JUDICIOUS CAPTAW (223) (CJMbJ Stray DOS 

lb C Sttwy 

C« ASK ME LATSl (7) (Q (D) IksS BretaumeB DS 


Mr MBtedtesne (7) 


1.00 


SEAN GRAHAM NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 3YO 2m 

4 COUNT TONY (14) UKmmond 012 RGetlty 

aam»U0<R) Wlfempce ADobbtaB 

EASTERN PROJECT fftet) M ttarmond V CMr C taeer A 


5 4P/22F BOARDOiG SCHOOL (^ (C) CPsrter tttl 5 _D Pmtof B 

-Sdadwed- 

BETTIMG: Ml Mr Ihtypn. l M Bearty Head, 14-1 Jntdeot Captain. 
19-1 Ask Mt Latra, 29-1 Botetflj® Scbod 


3^0 


22 BNMASCRAH pS) 1*3 M ftawty V 12 ftOrnrac* 

0 tNQLSCROUGH (It? D MdUt V C JDwMM 


-J Butte 


SANFRANQ9CO<F3Z]CT7iarrforrl7& 

Q SPECULATIVE (12) WSwey*E 

RAfiBUH (F135) C Falrfisd 0 C Jl 

ZAAMH (F33) W Storey O B BMotoney 

EXPRESS G/BL (F24) « Tbcfkrtar VI -C IfcConrwi (7) 
RBBCWtEnA(F 127)JG* lBD7 RlfcAMhp) 

HEnWGt4Altal«reirmMC«*kTtor*ME»toemltety4 p 10-lW*- 
rfin, HM Zaatsk, 25-1 DentoB Lad, Son fteecteco. 33-1 edbera 


SEAN GRAHAM HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,075 added 2m 4f 

1 301-5 flEAL1QMC(35)(mGndiaitto7120 RDueraody 

2 1CSB- BOLD BOSS (23) (Q IBF) GUUxreB DO.— A Dobbin 

3 1FW- M0MTRAVEPS3) (CO) JGckteBCO StytW(S) 

4 aen- W»Hnmi(t9U-ixtli*re710 MMetoner 

6 IMras AHYPCWT(t35P) A JlbrtnM 7 HO -Ur RPMcNty 
6 RFP-2 SHOW YOUR HAND (BHCJLlinoo 9 «0 JSqyke 

-Bdadared- 

BETTBttlvattaaJTbrke; 11-4 Mcrtrww 7-2 BoW Boot, 7-1 aow foar 
HeuLfl-l Mate 10-1 Any Port 


3.50 


1.35 


GLENGOYNE MALT WHISKY NOVICE 


, CHASE (CLASS D) £5,100 added 2m 

HE- ADVANCE EAST (FI44) (0) M Dodg5 11 D-.—- T Reed 
-6301- ED&IIIBSDUM0UUH|m)(17te(D)GftehH rtSll0.. 

_ -H wmoooy 

3m/ MASTER BAVABD (j'70? (D) P Uoaaf'9 7) 0 — A Dotta to 
«XE- PRINCE OF SAWTS (267) MHarrncnQSTI 0 — HGwrtoy 

PB3- waSHMAflCH(M4)GMUoa»5 71D JQAtfiwi 

-5 declared- , 

BETTWaa-IT BdalreteterfltotflteM AdwnceEed. 1M MwMrtoard, 

1W Prince Ot Sana, 20-1 Wtaeh tunb 


SEAN StAHAM BOOKMAKERS HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 
2m 

1C22- OUTOHAFROiBSE^IS^ (0) LUngo 5 12 D _J Staple 

IPOB- MAGSLAD(SU){D)JJ0Nal7fln LCoopv{7) 

23024- FASSAH p31) U Hamoond 5 T1 7 H Gantry 

2SS4 TB4TFWS7(«)(D)FLArtaOl5114 ADotaUfl 

26631 BEST OF ALL (12) (D) J8eny5h 4 Dfbrtor 

BW1 T^SOflUM (USA) (1© (D) P Mcrtedl B D "EJ JCTfSte (7) 
384- SAUrsTlinMSFZ17)Nawtwe4e« — RDuneoody 

M6tP- COIBIOMSOU»|20B)P9JBaBty8e4 — 

CMe Caww c k ff) 

-IBB WrtAGETAfn»K»(SZ)(0)(Bf)J GoldeS OO 

-I.... --. I. 8 

eOD- «HXLO^DAUatrSp3B)(IJ)JGo*tag9D0 

.BGnMan(5) 


2.10 


SEAN GRAHAM HANDICAP HURDLE cocff oHTOEOFFCHAMce«Rifct«arsea 


pEATI urwvw iteiwiw. , 

, (CLASS D) £3,000 added 3m 110yds 

VS W AABLacADEffW <«! ■ JJantri » » 

22QB- MA»« MBDOY (212) W L ^ 

211/2- TRUE SCOT (291) CTPChwrfTOUQh 7118 — ASSott 

60/1-1 BJflDLEPATH TEadatyB 11 4 -.-HGteity 

«4n- RftLACE OF GOLD (178) (D) L Ltngo 7 HI -W Ptwttoq (7) 


-11 


NHom*ta(7) 


lAtarum weight tM. fine tendcepireitylMw a«»«erflsf 73^ ApO- 
toto QwubtBr SW8b On The Off CTwnce 9st 2te 
BETTWG: 3-1 Out On A Prorate, 4-1 BretOf Afl.S-1 Vtotefle TUttoga; 
6-1 Stytoltew.6-1 ItaBted. Fan Ttarter; 19-1 Fbnan.12-1 othere 


HUNTINGDON 


130 


HYPERION 

12.45 Scottish Bambl 1.20 Moon Blast 1.50 The 
Ibtaaach 225 Smttilbo 3X0 Shining Light &35 
Highly ReputaMe 


TOSH.AND NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£4^50 added 2m 4f 110yds 

50FV COUWt0CH{aS)MteEEngtani8«e Sttyw 

C0PQ3- D0NTIBNDFID0p07)PR«febtsr6OC JAMo- 


GOTNO: Good to Fton (Good to plsc8S on chase come). 

• nght-harut tore/ course ftjrvin 200yds. 

• Ctxree is to jmAion ol A1 and AGOA fixitongdon ststtan (ser- 
vice from London. JOigto CTOeej ton AD6BSSION: Aiembare £tt 
Paddodc sa Course EA CAR PARK: Picnc area 81; rest free 

• LEADWG 7TUME77& K Batey - 23 w*i tarn 88 runn PAM) 
J Otari 't5«5{23mG Hatred 09 pU%^Tftirater 11-40 p24«| 

• LEADtNQ JOCKEYS: S McMeBt Tl-59 (B%), W M nrefnn B-53 
(fi.1%). M A Fttzgereld 8-70 (TUK4 D Bymeb-22 (227%). 

• RnrOURfTS: £03 wins in 47D races (432%> 

BUNKERED FSSTTME: Nona 


t 
2 

catty B 

3 4&C- TVCTOSEACH (170) (D) pF) J Fsnsaawe 8 D "B 

R Thornton (3) 

4 EF23- VBfOGE CLARET ptyJGHord 8 D12 LAapWp} 

5 3Q2D- «MNOWptO)lflteHKn^47D7 JCutoty 

-Sdedered- 

BETTVCc 44 Tlte Ttoteecb, 4-1 VUege Ctant. 7-1 Don’t Htod ff I Do. 
8-1 VAnnre 12-1 Code Loch 


2.25 


12.45 


KIMBOLTON NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2325 added 2m 1 1 0yds 

f R- AlBAHAGJ6ll)1FtllfiFIJBario4l>V-lRKamagh 

2 0946 BARTHOLDteB/t FAB ^CDwywBOC — Rftame 

3 BETTER OFTBI (F30) be A DBrceSC EM A ftuge^d 

4 CARRS BLAND JGtond 5D12 k.ARafl(S) 

5 05- aASacCOLOW»(Fl^G1tetJ(y4SC V Slater 

6 60 DIESB. DAN (38) J JerimAVIZ W Marten 

7 Eaenoie(Pii3i)i*5PSy6»D jcwity 

8 HNALS1»a(F18)CDvry8r4 0e Wllcfwttod 

9 1-033 SCOnBHSAHBtp4p3)PVetber9SE-JAIfctety 

V 09- SUHPMSE CITY (253) AJWIeooBOtt SWya» 

11 aW yfflUBtEp74)JKDaMeWB»»._..RItety» 

72 008- CORQtlANDB.(Z29)AHVtewySD7 SMcfteN 

8 040- 5WEETU77lEBHMRp7I9Gfte*ry807 TJetty 

a 1)dBdsvd* 

BETTWC: 139 ScctUsfi Bambi, 2-1 Bete OBac 1&3 Carre ItencV 13- 
1 HoetSte, Swaat Unto Brty 14-1 BanttoknarFato 16-1 odten 

SOUTHOE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£2,925 added 3YO 2m 110yds 

221 MBTYCAYpZ)(D)MaVVted672 LCureataafS) 

COPPSISHHLpgAPJcnesOe SllrtW 

HARMONY HALL (F33) J Fandma 8 V ..RThortea (R 

MOON BLAST (F64)LaJyHenw 08 LAepaifR 

a SUIBlSeCRET{22) MHeatorvSaflt) D Byrne 

3 TOUGH ACT (12) MreAftoreBOO B Upton 


ALTRO FLOORS CLASSIC HANDICAP 
HDL£ (CLASS D) E3.B50 added 3m 2f 

1 32045- OimPIANf2O0)JNtvfet)1ie JCrtetyB 

2 3»wn SLB7H7DO(1f9MsJPerai»1lO Rfeis* 

3 IP-83 SHARP COAtelAND (17) PEcdB»4 fl b M Donna (5) 

4 SP63P TOURLEADST(M9(7)CTRaudtorB06 

G Hogan P) 

-4dMteratf- 

BETTMG: 66 Sralfii lee, M Otyopte, 7-2 Sharp Command, 20-1 four 


o rinl MACER GIFFORD HANDICAP CHASE 
J,w l (CLASSQ£6^00added2m4M10yds 


1 2LM-4 mSTBt DRUM (154) (CD) M WtoraonB 'CO . W 

2 -B3P9 SHfiflNQ LIGHT (11) (CO) (BF) D Mchotscn B T1 8 

— — R Thornton (3) 

3 S22F H*3HlSWE(M)AHHarty?1»2 JAMcCarty 

4 1-F53P CRACNJNG FROST (N)(C)(D)MnD fete 9 80. 

GHob«» 


Mhvnum ae0£ lOst True hantop »a&t Oacttng Frost 9N BIO. 
BEmN&S-ll SfctotaBlJityTV»MtoterDn«^Mrts*Uwt^7-1 Cncfc- 
BngFhMt 


1.20 


3.35 


WILUNGHAM HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,650 added 2m 110yds 

22-26 RANGITKB (H2) (21) (I? C Lfern 6 8 0 — -JMkpeap) 


P-440 CRANOONBOULB<ARD(ty(0} Iks JPkmen4 7I 8 

B" 


„W 


42 BLUE CH329E (11) J Jeritre XS 5 

UTBEtsrpwtj Ua/ltoteCS JCUWy 

RAT SAID NO (F11S) AH tarty 8 5 JAMcCarty 

-fdMkred- 

BETnNG: 3-1 kfity Cty 7-2 Moon BtaN, 5-1 SSWf Sacral, Ibogh Act, 
6-1 8toa Cheese, 7-1 Harmony tad. 16-1 Copper Shrf. 26-1 otecs 


2D3F-3 BEISCKtORN BAHD (M) (BF) DGardotk>7 85 

G Upton B 

/I -001 H FGHIY REFUTABLE (22) (D) G &a«y 7 8 1 . 


. R7horntnrffl 

5 400 THESTAGERptg J j0t*i»5BO Wkbrten 

-ffdadnd- 

BETIINGi 64 Cnmrtan Beakraml, 62 Btotochhom Bard. 7-a ItonstlraL 
7-1 ttyty Reputofty 25-f Tta Stegar 


WINDSOR 

HYPERION 

1.05 into The Clan 1.40 Kafil 2-15 Future King 
2^0 Pfetn-A 325 Hisar 4.00 Hal Hoo VUroom 

5 ramfij J F7Wey 4-28 (83%). L Harray+aJ t^^^ 

ssssa^aasassSi 


9 8X2 AJDAH (SJ (D) (BF) IkiSLenyrrenSnS 


P)B 


llrLEBlfogb(S) 

8 -8422 SU®my SPECIAL p2) (D) DTTxm 5 D7 

puffin ^ ^ 

71 0-400 lireOFBraAK (tip *ty» 60 7_ — Mr P Firebar® 

*-11 dtLlflfod 

BETTWG: 1M Sera Rockett. 5-1 We* King, Steapte, Sfisbfiy 
SpectoL 9-1 tto PMtera, Scapteford Uaft Seerat OH, Aldar, 10-1 teen 


2.50 


DEDWORTH HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5£00 added 2m 5f 


FUPF4- BO»«WSaEST(778)(CO)GLMBQw8lie 


2lt«J NOfWWANGEn^OTDO»ti71l2- 

8S2U nfflHJE P) J King 7 h 1 

JW2U PUMA (27) HAtoer 7 89. 


ATbnrten 
JFctono 
_H Quart 


2 

3 

4 . 

-4 dactarad- 

BET7B4G; ereee MaraaranBto 52 EUbaty M PteA, HM Bo Keore 


nTXa] BURNHAM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) |3^5] 


i 

3 SEQST BTO P ‘I ^, n u ZZitS 

4 pkv Kroncawpcsim^^!; 

t HOPPBtDANTEpwjWTGeorgertt? 



.Gfintwy 

LHarwy 

, j( Thornton 

KrisytS , 017-J F ' nBB > 



.DJKavanagbP) 


p^aSSMS 1 * ,c ^ 

KPAU ^YJG U TUTW® “ - DGrttaghar 

i 

™* uawntCAP 


2223 

B 


2.15 


IS, hti gste— P - 

£2,925 addedZm ' 

j*LAW»d 


WEXHAM NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£2^925 added 2m 

MSUtM29(QCatxfs41l5 — . — DGab^re 

UDWCtSA (23) (BF) B Ataer7 71 Q A Thornton 

„ BULUWCH pi) R PWf» 488 Mr Rkhtoey (5) 

ajmair(F368)B traces it c ireaatas 

4QIP- BIRO FORUM (FAt? J Gfikad 5 8 8 .Otewe« 

/OOPS- UWreOK»ESn»(l75Mafl^688-G-fonity 

«aWWEEQUtlY[FBZ^ A7 Uj*I 5«C Ltatvey 

25- B0tALSCMfTAR(F17^U'K>li(*'re58l2— 

2M SHAW7UB(USA) 0*)GLUOOt84812~JRICa*anarfj 

Ofl 3PEHJYSNAPSffitDe(16)JCftxiton5812 

, — — J FTIhy B 

gm PMt« t ns P Honwd 4 87 I JJFtetoa 

MTSAaSfiD3s)Maa«tx*5®7 JWy 

W ^■SCHOlCep3)D0a«iytyfiC7„Ga W laB 
-isdadned- 

BETTtNG:T-alfc«A-1Liaic«a.HoyBlS*tfM»aaMtotoWBao 

F^WB, 1M ButOato, MgafiM VH rtta* 

rr A W\ CHEAPSIDE NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
)4.00[ dle (CLASS QOfittS added-2m 4f 

1 BOB- T«EOa«ffita0^Mtypty6BB :r -^-flartrt 

2 M HALHOOYWOOM(I^JJarlB»4l1l2__— — 1 ~— 

a 0»- CfScHARL^(2«}aLUtX»511B_DMa^rt 

C «M|itffff™mMHBcNar6ni AThrattei 

’ » 3SSSflSrJE=yffl 

sx S3s!K1!C=l5ri?S 


«« sam floggg. p . 1 £Ji^5 ISz-j *> P i 

3TWJ- PB»gff Pg.’gprLe? It fl -MTOMfMCT 
4 «ei- s^^^J*5^rKwtaE57Tt5MrMtjte»a 


-ladadarad- 


.DSMarft 


__ 

SS^?5£SS4?MltoBdeSlraAM Qte lance, rtZSnrty 
Cbwty Ctety smart tot. iQ-1 orora 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


HYPERION 

7JX>1hrtan Lass 7^0 MontooiWD&OO Mr Berg- 
erac 8^) Lionize 9.00 Suivez La Trace 9^0 
Vrennan 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: 7t & Yna - outsidr. ramander - rnskta. 
DfLAWADVANTAGE: Mdde to Mgh usuaBy beaL 

• Ftareeartd surface. Left-hand, ovat Must 

• Ccursa is north of town on A44& Vtotoerhampton station 1m 
ADABSSiON: CLto C® TMtersals £B (OAP manteare of Diamond 
Cfcb £4); Rartau i ar*£2SS0inc entrance &maaL CAR PARK: Free 

• LEADING 7RAMERS: R Hotenahead 60-57Z (&5te). M John- 
•ton S3-228 (2am J Beny 4&2B9 (14<44q. A BaBey 34-289 (ItSK* 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: Q DuflleM 25-771 (TAflW), F lynch 24- 
229 (KLS%L J Qukon B4-B84 (53%). D Wright 23-343 (95%). 

• FAVOURITES: 3B2 wk» to 1212 metre (823%). 

BLWKERHJ RfiST TIME: Ftectng Bid (BIX?. Big Bansp30l.Su- 
par GaO (teorecL 90q 


B HOOOOO SABJOmWTECM) (CD)S!!tamnQ696 StebeterB 

9 C3400 aJTEHOPE(173)(qNTiter595 JaaTtr*ter2 

8 22850 CJMRRY(2Z)(CD)Rt1dtatheadaB3 ^Lyeefail 

17 000000 EASTERN PnOPfErS(Z4)G L»« 49 1DiicMdteo»n7 

ff 4 00900 OS>HEaA7E(^{D)ELJBmBS49t .TUbmSV 

■0 66483 SWHO WP ban e 3 8 tt- ACbflanal 

BETTB4G: 7-2 Sk Joey, 5-1 Speedy Ctoeate . 6-1 Mr Bergerac. 7-1 Mary 
Commute, M That ManAgty 10-J Man* Setae, w aUan 

BEECH HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7^25 
added 1m 100yds 

32BB CHEMT(f^(qGLMoire580 .CUMtoar^ll 

80000 CASMEELADV (7) (CO) JLEyraS97 JRUpptalO 

OtMOO SAffAN (14) (D) 0 Mam 891 — F(tom»7V 

00061 U0M2£(1B)(D) lksJC8d4BT3 HMoD*y«3B 

were MRMOST (42) (C) (D) 9r M ftascctt 4 6 7] _G DuflWd 13 
03825 K0KREYEVDANCBI(47qfCD)ABaty5B8J)lMgM5 
000560 ANTOWA8IBOOY(74}S9oenrB4a8~C1haguB(3J2 
373500 CWA CASTLE M (QQ Ptadhm 48 8—P Goode (7)1 
4886 T0UJ0UfBRmBU(tytyJfteeer87_SDnmne6 
22140 saBBMYpfi)(CqPtastero3B6 LChamoek4 


8.30 


7.00 


POPLAR MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
EMKM added 2Y0 71 

0 ACCYSWt (11) P tadam 9 0 — P Good* (7) 9 

5 ANAZt*flANp2}C Thorton 9 D J#anlk*w««n1l 

6 tMNCOIG GREY (23) P tterts 90 CLoMharRIO 

22 FREH»MQUE5Tft9arMPBKSIt9D GDkflrtd3 

00 RYBeD8»R(11)J8e«Y90 .TECkatafl (3)2 

595430 U>7NE CLARETS (II) JJOMI 90 PFareayfi)6 

0530 CAKTOtCSE (tS) R OttrScn 8 9 TSptacal 

os ae’ucmypo) WJ«rvB89 JOdm7 

0 CKMAT(24) HASa»y89 Jtya* 

SHAfflMr mm s umm bp- 


88300 AtSMB(fOM(C|WkU'484. 
64850 RAMBOW RAIN (14) (IQ S Dorr! 


.TSpRkaS 

S Dorr3 82 J> Doe (7)8 

27383 NORTTSM AMS. «PHara3 71) JQutet2 

-13dadsrad- 

5E7TW6.-4-1 Panaoel, S-7 Cheat. Uo&a,H Northern AngeL B-1 tut- 

Joura IMera, 19-1 Certanere lady, 1M sitei, CMh Cteflte. i* oOws 

ASH SELUNG STAKES (CLASS G) 

£2^00 added ZYOSf 


9.00 


00 TARWILASS(V4)RGuaSBa. 

• ITdadteed* 

remits: 1»4 Raadm Quart, H CMtW 1« knpfcty, 19-1 Up 
The Ctete, StentyLaty 12-1 Ttotm la*. T4-I attera 

1-7 on! ROWAN LIMITED STAKES (CLASS F) 
| f .oil | £2,800 added 1m 4f 

1 Ofnn BONTECnSTOi ... 

2 33S400 TLMR(Z2)(^T/faddy5S5 — _T ***8(7)5 

3 CB003C 2H«Knp^MlJdtt7BB SEUWdS 

4 05Q050 9ffl»SIBtt«Mltftetric994 Pfiasaf®! 

5 300000 TSIPnBSp^P) JLtan*49l JDareMsKMaai'SV 

6 8tno GfiOVSWRLAD(2^ SBwrrhfl30lZ — CtogrefJJI 

7 005600 HPP10SfS3)5t>»38t2. PDoa(T)7 

8 65502 TYCOON-nNACS)VfM&rt»rm3811 jaantaai 

9 2SW66 ,B0liCVttl£(t4) (OBRbMs 389 T^rtfll 

-gflectond- 

BETTOttB-llMootendOyA-l ^eoonlla, 134ZaroaA7-1 Bom 
vSa, 10-1 Stern Stoata; 10-1 Qnaete lad, SD-tHty; 25-1 rthn 


1 58X84 SUNEZLATRM£|9)(D) JJ0tai92 — P Passey (314 

2 00 BURNDBt0ns(l9)MraJCraisBl1-__SWktetori3 

3 5 ORANGEBUSHpqPtatynfiD..^ aCtemWk2 

4 0 R0CKSNMN(141)Ptartim81t P Goode (7) 3 

5 90000 SUPER GEL (13) (D) C Dvryar B 71 GDuOMdBV 

6 ARANADrt^ae BFatenll 

7 000 C0MBAW<Sa il M »E p93)BBty»B6^BPwttoi»6 

8 0 MUHE8PBtSKM(G)ABatyB6 DYMgtt7 

B 0 PEAREYQUraipEJG&MyOfi VOShaiB 

V 003 FPSADDmON{100)(BF)j6terB6 T8prate12 

V 530000 lEAUyDOKn-N0»^X8tite86.-JteBO7UIT 

12 460202 S*nSp)UChatrcnflB ACuOanaS 

C 0509 SrmaApqfi MtetenBB , JtmMTOS 

aE7TB«: mua Lfl Tlaty 4-1 St tfida. 1M PIJi^ Addtkin. tM 
Supra Gd, 6-1 My Don* ft Now, 10-1 otter* 


9.30 


HAWTHORN HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 1m Gf 166yds 


8.90 


S J DIXON HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 6f 

250091 SPWCUS9CfO)WMtaaiDnabB*aAate13 
260305 TWUANAGAH{45)SCY«are580DaneOWlO 

20D4« s»jneyMiD)pq*jty88e Eftt*na4 

«3 KARY CQRNWALLE (60] R 3 9 71 —Cte Gfc*» B 

500400 HRB8IGSMC(11)|CqBMlig698. T Sprite 8 

003000 FORCING BO) (25) (CO) 3 It PrasSti S 9 9 G EMSeid 12 B 
■6800 D«BiEOU6qfCD)Wtytfc39fl JtteteB 


SSH6 PRaffiflSANCEfWIJpOJDtasrtiJcnasDBa 

— — . . — _ ■ Jartn— R fctert a P) 5 

TBI8 PETCSKDf (liq (CO) Jfis85*5D0 MW^rsril 

05204 WU2AH(29)(C3RBarttrerv59« — .H Baton $7 
030511 SWUtttJNTBp9)DQ[^p«486._GIBB8W(5)4 


00030 NOUFAfB (22) (CD) R tatotfead 6 &4 _ F b/nch 11 

294000 JACKTWUU)(2aJHefiWfcr39Z NUteM 

807Q ROBBQpt^ fCD)C1h»Tton392~DB*McKaoteilOB 

2S203 VFBWAH (46) J Farrtene 3 9 1 TSetataa 

OODOO BK BANG (C) M Etorrtted S S Q.„. — J [ten 72 B 

0304-0 HAWAp2)PV*eyn3fi-a GOufiddBV 

000005 SSTOR BLAKE (11) MMaa?Kr3B2 Ptere»3 

0000 ! BS YOU SYDNEY (ty MR3QaEB37Q NAdmaB 

-12ifMtead- 

EETTK& 7-2 tyan Vtaate. B-1 Prantor Dance, Rotate, 7-1 Pstoekta, 
Vranaan, 8-1 SeOw Btate, 1M HBzah, tM ettea 


P1TMTF.RS' GU IDI 


2 jfc Josh Gifford is rarefy reluc- 
tant to praise he charges but be 
does rale MR MARKHAM^ “Ycty 
exdtiflg prospect . . - who could 
be a m m-m the matatg**- The galc- 

ei^ hopes may wefl be justified wiih 

ink dual bufflpgwiapcrwbcfti sole 
defeat last season came when he 
«as a creditable fifth in the Chel- 
icnham FestwaTstop NH 

Flat race 

is tbe five-ycariw’s GnapnMic nm 
over obstacles but he should hold 
the likely challenge from Boty- 
dsnuts. Kh» Bailey's ^eldiag also 

has loads of poreotiaJ and can be 

fbigweoapoord^jlayal Slratfonf 
a fortirighi ago because he swal- 
lowed his tongue. It wDl be tied 
down today. 

cm 

7. 5S; nnhlia Ftyac. a bold-rumpin& 
front-runner who loves this track, 
can be expected to stay on stoutly 
nptbehni despite his big weight- 
By tbe Straight, his rider Brendan 
poweB will be hoping to have 
burned the speed out of his nvaJs. 
Challenger Dh Lnc has daims but 
needs tD improve lo overhaul 
Dublin Ftyer. Bertone travels well 
in his races and was a fine Ascot 
winner last time. However, this 
ei ght -year-old hasheen prone to 
jumping errors in the past and wil) 
be lasted ty tody’s stiff fenrcs. Ptotr 
let's Bay is a progressive young 
chaser who has shown a liking for 
this track. But carrying 161b more 
than his true handicap mark bands 
him a very tough (ask. SPARKY 
GAYLE s ai short odds but but was 
unbeaten in six races over fences 
last term. This afternoon's oppo- 
sition wiD he no pushover, but Bri- 
an Storey's mount can hardly be 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 

330: indtcaiBoch bus tbe ground 
losui!, but it could be that be’sbea 
on a right-handed trade. Celtic 
Abbey, a smart hunter chaser; was 
stflj naming and jumping well in the 
Grand National when unseating his 
rider at The Chair. A bighoree, he 

a fikety to be belitsr ibr today’s ou t- 
ing. FLYER'S NAP also makes his 
seasonal debut, but his trainer re- 
ports that this 11 -year -old is Si 
enough to do himself justice. He 
showed his appreciation for this 
course when winning here at the 

Fbstival in Mart*. If Banj® blazes 

ofl in front, as be nsed lo, this will 
help David Bridgwater to produce 
Flyer’s Nap with a customary laic 
thrust. 

□□□ 

4A5: Hirapote was already a decern 
hurdler but can certainty be ex- 
pected to do even better now that 
he returns to timber after showing 
improvement on the Flat. Last 
month he won ihe Cesarewitch 
(2in 20 with a flourish at New- 

inarireLlfaiiiigKemjywmaprOTiB- 

ing novice Iasi season and any rain 
would improve ihis sK-year-okTs al- 
ready good prospects here. The 
same remarks applies to the Irish- 

irained mare W«ng Mis Kdty, who 
has done her winning in moddy 
conditions so far. If ihe ground re- 
mains on the fast side, however, 
PLEASURELAND should go nice- 
ty at decent odds. Tbe form of his 
second to Train glol at Ascot back 
in April makes encouraging read- 
ing. 


— — — * — 

MURPHY’S GOLD CUP - 10-YEAR-TALE 



1907 88 89 90 91 92 

93 94 

95 

96 _ 

Rateofthefavotefica; 5 4 y 5 t) _i_ 

3 7 

1-7 


WteiwfaptecatebaMnaiO 3 3 0 3 1 

3 2 

lit 

0 

SterttenrortrM: 13-2 6-1 KM 12-f 15-2 fr-2 

13-2 5-1 

4-1 

7-1 

y VWmba wetotata: 07 12 1M 02 Ol 10t) 

US 1U1 

na 

102 

MmrtiQK 9 7 B 7 8 7 

8 9 

B 

6 

Praflt or loaa to £1 ateka: Favourftea -£iD0 Second Fawrortloa -£400 

Ptecanteao of wtnnora pteewt la t, 2nd or 3rd In bat race; 7D% 

Shortart-pricadwtonwwDufafln Flyer (8SQ 4-1 


Tbp trateors: T Foreter R - Pagwefl Bay (BB^. DtflAn Rym (B9^ 



i J BWorri 69 - Bradbuy Star (693 & 1994) 




iTbp iockay. R Dunwody p) - Anoflwr Coral (OBI). Chatenger Du Luc (1996) 


| Jt - Jortterourtte 





FIRST SHOW 

Lack of runners has resulted in 
three of the main bookmakers 
pricing up only one of today’s 
races, (he Murphy’s Gold Cup, 
for early-morning punters. The 
firms will display prices on oth- 
er races later in the morning. 
Ladbrokes, however, bet on 
ihe 4.05 at Cheltenham: 

7-2 Tranpotai 5-1 GysarL YbuiQ Kenny, 6-1 
HaipDefmg Lough TityTM Ptaasuetend 
YbmgMrsKBBjt -8-1 Father Sky, Spacae g B 
Goto. Spring Marathon. 2D-1 St Via 33-1 T% 
*0-1 OmsNBajley 


Murphy’s Gold Cup 

HOW . e H L 

T 

i SptorQto 

74 

158 

74 

158 

1 Oatowroutiic tm 

114 

3-1 

>1 

DuMaRwr 

72 

TW 

31 


Bartote _ _ 

4-1 

92 

5-1 

5-1 

MMte 

*1 

W-1 

W-l 

_W 

1 DMtaDEjbvn) 30-1 

*M 

20-1 

30-1 

SanaBBdntt 

3M 

3M 

33-1 

25-1 

too 

33-1 

35-1 

3>1 

33-1 

ChanM 

40-1 

33-T 

40-1 

33-1 

| £acf?n^(afflf7#Bcrtt,ptaE 1,23 1 

| C-ComH-VManilKl-UKferetaT- 



Gayle sparks betting spree 


Bookmakers yesterday cut the 
odds for Sparky Gayle, the 
favourite for today’s big race at 
Cheltenham, ihe£60.000-added 
Murphy’s Gold Cup. 

Only nine runners go lo 
post for the but the Scottish- 
trained Sparky Gayle, unbeat- 

RACIMG RESULTS 

CHELTENHAM 

1.1* 1- HBiWAlX (kfr R Ufektay) 8-1; 
2. Court M M n d y S3; a PyrFotg 9-1 5 ran. 
6-4 ty James Pigg (unseated rider). ^28. 
(R CirtiA Epson) tto £920; £22D £150 
OF: £1030. CSP. O? a s 

1 soc 1. NOBLE COLOU7JS |E Qalaghan) 
a-i; 2. Coow Ob teony tM; a Tl» Fly- 
ing Doctor 5-1 7 ran. M Hcney "Bad- 
er pn u 1 (S GrttfitoB, Camarttan). ■»«: 
CAS* £2JStt £25Q DF: £fi7U CSF; £3S4l 
22* 1. CALL EOUIKAK p J Mwpte) 

73-2; 2. 71ms Wonlltoa 77-7; 1 Ryingh*- 
taruntor 4-t 7 ran. 5-2 fcw tadton Jodrey. 
t © P Nchcty SNepton telsil haac £75R 
caoacaaa DF: £5420 CSF: E&wa After 
8 stewards toqury the reaJ7 stood 
3J» 1. YAran (MAFttzgeraM) 2-1 ter, 
2. Strong CTrakman 4*1; X Kendal Cmra- 
telMSreiLXn.pQkXVUlou^ttty.'teK 
£2S« £170, £T2U DF: £4flQ CSF: ESaZ 
32* 1. FFTYSEVENCHANIELS (K 
W*te« 7-2; 2. tyRMi2D-1;a Mtotatptoea 
33-1 13 ram. H-10 lav Irista Stan® (5ft). i*. 
1%. (Btaa Botet katand) Una: £430; £1*1 
E3.*L £630 DF: EWAO. CSF: CS1D7. THo; 
ea 4&7U 

4JB: 1. TUJTGHEV (AM^jre) 9-4 ter, 
2. Country Untarsl2D-1; a Ltofetatea 3- 
1 14 ite a i (D Nefrotaon. Terepto Gw- 
ting). TWt: £290; n3Q £54Q S21Q . OF: 
ZT9XL CSF: ISl3a Tricast: £31155 Tito: 
E3713Q Ml Motto Tom 
Jackpot: £«94ai0 (part won. pool at 
ES337B canted foniad to CbeUanham to- 

Hwpoe £8fl60a Ouadpot EBBOO. 
Ptew * QB46BS. Ptaw * £28102. 

EXETER 

12% 1. DEVON PEASANT (Ur LJrtfonj) 
6-1 ; 2. Sol Rflurtc 33-1 : 3. Sureum Conte 
»4 tan 15 no. a A 0,Q CoOltiL Gufcwp- 
tan). Tbte: £740; £1®, £45Q £1BQ DF: 
STOfia CSF; £17066 Tnu £19280 Itft Iro- 
pemfcig OangK 

2«fc 1. DAMAS (G Sltopto) KJ.11 tec 2. 
RBffcbn 10-1; a AHtys Mkrar 6-t 7 ran. 
4, 3’fc. (M Ptyi^ YlteSngton) Tbto; E160; £130. 
£35Q DF: CTtt CSF; £S3& No W foftae 


22* 1. ABAVARD (J Frost) Erenster: 
Z. RMory Gtedon S4; 3. KH W* 7-1 3 
tan. W. dtt. (R Frost. Buddtetityhk Wn 
E lBl DF: Cta CSR £2i<a ML Wb 8 Wrriy 
3-1tt 1. SPIRAL FLYER (VV McFarland) 
7£2. KarfcWgh Bpy 3-1 *»; a Brown 
Wi« 7-R 8 ran. m U. [M Usher, East 
CteSton) ftltt BifiO; £120; ft70- Ctffl DF: 
ETO0. CSF: £B31 Tncast £3203. Irta: 
£780 

3A& 1.DON7LEAVETHENEST (D Ua- 
08 M-l: 2- Step On Eyre Si; 3. Dantes 

8 ran. M ty HBodwhd Wh) 

t2V«. (H Curtis, Epsom) Tote: C9A0:E320. 
£130; Eiaa DF; £B3a CSF: £68,60 
A13M. 1GGM8 (P Hds) 7-1; 2. Soy- 
“WmIIW; 1 Crimson King 4-1 )m 
■B-8 taw Pm The Parson (ptfi). L ’A. U GB- 
tentfiotton)Tbter£7aP:£gonBinri rsffi 
DF: S9530 CSF: £3538. Ifeast B46S4G 
FJacepofc S«2l Ouadpofc £C*t 
Ptaca 6 : ESISBl Ptaca * £2320 


en in six races over fences, ai- 
tracted plenty of interesL 
Coral reported heavy back- 
ing after offering the seven-year- 
old at 9-4. B|y lunchtime they 
had cut Sparky Gayle to 2- 1 and 
later shortened him up again to 
7-4. 


SOUTHWELL 

12X1*1. CHAUJZ [D Sweeney) 12-1; 2. 
Taboo 5-1 far. a Trajan Haro; 4. Ba 
Warned 7-1 16 ran. V/., z (K Burke) Tote: 
£2330; E470L ElStt £26q E7SQ DF: C58JQ 
CSF: £8130: TrcasT £37968 THo: £21250 
(pan mi pool of £21252 earned tonrard 
to Choharhani 405 today) 

72X1* 1. RAMSEY HOPE (L Chamocfc) 
7-1; 2. Hannah’s Usher ^4 ter. X Fay* 
4-r Wan. 7’A.r* (CFhIusO 7bterCC50, 
£250 £V30 £200. DF: £1480 CSF: £2753. 
Tno: £7290 

1 J»* 1. SW DANCING (P Fessey) 5-1; 
2. AOanta 7-4 fisv; 3. Tto Break 3-L 13 ran. 
IV- «*. (J Beny) Tbte: £740: £250 Cl£0 
£490 OF: ESOO CSF; £1728 Trio: £2350 
1.40: 1. THE HAPPY FOX (L Nowwn) 5- 
6 far. z tea Age iS-t; a Data* Rock 7-2 
15 ran. O ‘h. (B McMahon) Ttote: C150; £UL 
£250 £150 DF: £22C CSF: C2tS Tito: 
£4700 rfft Ma Veto PcuQue. 

21* 1. ms DE AEBflOiRES (D Sggsf 
7-4 ter; 2. Smooth Princes* 7-2, a Mate 
Street 7-2 11 ran. 5) l (M tampions) TWa: 
£330 £120 £180 £350 DF: 04S1 CSF: £378 
Tnea&C £2342 7ro: OH) 
2A*1.GABLESEA(A0iteane) W-1.2. 
Lagand of Aragon 6-7: 3. TheSamalay 
BaOe 0-2; 4. UoHy Music 9-1 16 ran. 9- 
4 tav Deeply Itea 1>.V 3 (B Baugh) Tote: 
£3180; C420 £240 £300 £160 Dual FOre- 
cast: C1S30 CSF: £U2BI Tncast £43960 
trio: E2642Q. 

32* 1. PRIMARY COLOURS (F Lynch) 
64 Jttev; Z Em/paror’s Gold a.1 ; 3. Ntyy 
tiW 0-1 12 ran. 64 Jt far Sue zoo. 15l 5 
(W Haggas) Itata: £250: £U0 £260 C2SO 
DF:£090CSF:C046tf(o:£2a9flfftVW- 
veiSrory Wtonar sold tor 10200 gureas to 
Mr J Pearce 

IK: 1.WWTLEY GRANGE BOY (Mbs 
A Demi) 61; 2. Spick And Span 62. 3. 
Nosayl^ve tH;4.Tbi1oi6-l 17 ran. 
2-1 ta* ppwfca Navy. 3'fe. ik (JL Eyre) 
TM* £12.40; £170 £20Q £200 £221 DF: 
£4940 CSF: £3755. Tncast 72SBA Trc: 
W5Q80 (pan non. port of £259! carried to- 
ward » Cheltenham 405 today) 

Ptaeapot £2820 Quadpet: CT140 
PhB» B: £&4Si «K» S: MET 
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Rees the molehill who can move mountains 


David Rees has worked 
his way so stealthily up 
the blind side of the 
England rankings that 
the touring WfcJtabies 
have spent all week 
asking “David who?” 

Chris Hewett sheds 
some light on an elusive 
newcomer as he 
prepares for the biggest 
match of his life. 



England’s right wing has seen 
more coinings and goings than 
Qapham Junction over the last 
decade, with new arrivals 
steaming in at the rate of more 
than one a season and, gener- 
ally speaking, steaming straight 
back out again with the word 
“passenger" stamped indelibly 
between their shoulder blades. 

You need a station an- 
nouncer’s memory just to recall 
the names: Harrison, Bentley, 
Evans, Hardman, Halliday, 
Heslop, Hopley, Hunter, 
Sleigh tholme. Oh yes, and a 
couple of Underwoods, too. 

Successive coaches have tied 
themselves in knots attempting 
to fill the unfillable since John 
Carle ton finally hit the buffers 
against Andrew Slack and his ir- 
resistible Grand Slam Whllabies 
in 1984 , so it is by strange co- 
incidence that David Rees, the 
latest in a long line of hopeful 
contenders, finds himself mak- 
ing his initial pitch against the 
same opponents at Twickenham 
this afternoon. Will the 23- 
year-old student from Sale give 
the No 14 shirt some substance, 
or are the emperor’s new 
clothes still in vogue? 

Rugby fashion is not some- 
thing that unduly exercises the 
new boy's mind. Unlike his 
’ England colleagues, he is not a 
full-time professional - “I’ve got 
two-thirds of a three-year 
course in graphic design under 
my belt and it’s important to me 
that I finish the course" -so he 
trains alone, either first thing 
in the morning or at lunchtime, 
before attending evening squad 
sessions at Sale. 

In that sense, at least, Rees 
is a throwback to the good old, 
bad old days of shamateurism. 
Can he possibly enjoy burning 
the candle at both ends in the 
knowledge that his compatriots 
are sleeping their way through 




England's David Rees: There is more to wing play than pure muscle. You need the ftitf range of skills to play the game today and agility too' 


photograph: David Ashdown 


endless hours of quality rest? 

Tm one of a dying breed, 
I know, but I’ve put a Tot of 
work into my studies and I in- 
tend to graduate. My flatmates 
have been brilliant, actually. 
Very often, one of them will 
come to the gym and work out, 
just to keep me company. 
There are a few “stoodies" 
coming down from Manchester 
for the match and I'm pleased 
they’re making the trip. They’ve 
helped a lot." 

On the subject of trend- 
bucking, Rees' physical di- 
mensions fly directly in the 
face of modern selectorial or- 
thodoxy. Compare his 5ft 9 in, 
12st 61b frame with that of Joe 
Roff, the 6<t.2in, I5st 91b tyil- 
laby specimen be confrpnts.tp- 
day, and you begin to get the 
drift. If rugby is a game for big 
men who are getting bigger all 


the time, C live Yfoodward and 
the rest of the England top table 
are not so much ignoring cur- 
rent wisdom as poidqg fen at it. 

“Every international coach 
has his pre fe rence and it's un- 
deniable that most of them 
have gone for size as weO as pace 
in recent years,” Rees admits. “It 
started quite some rime ago but 
Jonah Lomu's performances in 
the "95 World Cup give the Big 
is Best theory some real mo- 
mentum. Suddenly, everyone 
wanted a fast-moving mountain 
on each wing and started scour- 
ing the earth for them. 

“I can’t pretend I offer that 
sort of physical presence but 
there is more to wing play than 
pure muscle. You need the full 
range of skills to play the game 
as it stands today and you need 
agility, too. The big-hit stuff has 
never worried me in the past. 


1 love tackling, absolutely love 
it; after all, TVe spent a lot of 
time in the centre and that’s a 
position where you really do 
have to tackle your weight” 

. Born in London, where his 
father turned out in the bade 
row for Saracens, Rees spent his 
schooldays up north. Not in 
Yorkshire, where a breathless 
early enthusiasm for rugby 
might easily have channelled 
him towards league, but in 
Newcastle, where he attended 
Gosfortb High and the Royal 
Grammar School 

He was. quick enough to 
land himself a Northumber- 
land schools sprint tide, was 
distinctly handy at soccer and 
better still at tennis, playing to 
county level in his mid-teens. 
At 16, though, he settled on 
the game that ran in the fam- 
ily bloodstream. “Basically, 


the rest went out of the win- 
dow,” he says. 

“I played, my early repre- 
sentative rugby in midfield” - 
the hoary old adjective 
“nuggety" might have been 
coined for Rees - “but I was 
fairly small for a centre and I 
began to get the message that 
I didn’t quite fit the bill. Once 
I made the decision to move to 
the wing, thin g s started to take 
off Sale saw me at county lev- 
el, had a quiet word and off I 
went to Heywood Road." 

After two seasons of living 
on his wits under the exhaust- 
ingly offbeat Paul Throer, he 
quickly hardened up his men- 
tal approach under the current 
; coach, John “Serious Altitude” 
Mitchell The unforgiving New 
Zealander’s appointment as 
Woodward's senior backroom 
henchman did Rees' cause no 


harm at all and although sum- 
mer surgery to correa adouble 
hernia threatened to impede his 
rapid progress, a flurry of try- 
scoring activity.on his return last 
month was enough to earn him 
a shot at the Australians. 

“Oddly enough, I think peo- 
ple first started noticing me in 
a match 1 really shouldn’t have 
been playing in. Wc were up 
against Richmond in the Pilk- 
ington Cup last Christmas and 
there was an unusual amount 
of interest in the game, which 
was more to do with them than 
us. They'd spent a lot of mon- 
ey on some famous names - 
Ben Clarke, Brian Moore and . 
so on- and there was a lot of 
nonsense flying around about 
the southern rich kids comiag 
to give us hard-up northerners 
a good seeing to. • 

“I'd been struggling with 


Irish rely on pride to counter All-Black tide 


Ireland have been 
understandably bullish as 
they prepared for 
today's Test against New 
Zealand, but Ton Glover 
still expects a drubbing 
in Dublin. 


Ireland, like Scotland, have nev- 
er beaten the All Blacks. They 
have been trying since 1905 
and, although its an uncom- 
fortable thought, you begin to 
wonder if they ever wQL Certainly 
nobody expects the backlash to 
begin at Lansdowne Road today. 

It would seem that Ireland's 
best chance of breaking the mo- 
nopoly would be for a) New 
Zealand to forsake rugby as its 
national obsession and take 
up Morris dancing, or b) for the 
Irish to merge with the Scots. 
Even then the prognosis would 
look dark- 


le is customary for Ireland 
to make life as uncomfortable 
as possible in Dublin for visi- 
tors, but it is also customary for 
the visitors to ride the storm be- 
fore enjoying the freedom of 
Lansdowne Road. 

“Our approach will be to 
have every player perform to the 
best of his ability and to turn in 
a major performance overall,” 
said their coach, Brian Ashton. 
“Obviously we are very much 
the underdogs. But we have 
some veiy good players on the 
way up and we are looking to 
the future.” 

Pat Whelan, the manager, 
said: “There is no such thing as 
a bad All Black." Vfeiy true. Un- 
fortunately there is such a thing 
as an average Irish player and 
Ireland are by no means at full 
strength for this, the severest of 
examinations. The best they can 
hope for is an exercise in dam- 
age limitation. 


Andrew Mehrteos, the All 
Black's stand-off who has scored 
274 points from 18 Tests at an 
average of more the 15 a game, 
delivers encouragement to the 
hosts with one hand while pro- 
ducing a stiletto in the other. 

T don't subscribe to the view 
there is a significant gap be- 
tween the southern hemisphere 
and the north,” Mehrtens said. 
“There are a lot of good play- 
ers over here and every game 
is a one off. Ireland will not take 
one backward step.” 

Mehrtens recalled Ireland's 
almost kamikaze-like approach 
to their World Cup match in Jo- 
hannesburg two years ago. 
“They unsettled us and played 
with pride and passion." He ne- 
glected to mention the final 
score which was 43-19. 

To most observers, the All 
Blacks' 13-try curtain raiser to 
the tour at Llanelli which was 
played in driving rain, was damn 


near flawless. The only flat 
note at Stradey Park was struck 
by Mehrtens. Eight of the 13 
tries were unconverted and his 
generally impeccable kicking 
game seemed to be out of sync. 

There was, of course, a rea- 
son. It was the first time be had 
used a Reebok bafl. “It was light 
and it tended to float in the 
wind,” he said. Today Mehrtens 
will be reunited with his 
favourite Gilbert 

To be sure, the 21 -year-old 
full-back Christian Cullen can 
expect the Gilbert to arrive with 
a coating of snow, accompanied 
by half the Irish team, bui even 
here there maybe no advantage 
for Ireland. 

Cullen, who scored four 
tries against Llanelli (never in 
the history of competition has 
so many dragons been slain by 
a solitary Christian) demon- 
strated that he is not just quick 
but phenomenally strong. Kick- 


ing hard- earned possession to 
Cullen is likely to backfire. 

In any case, anything Eric El- 
wood can do, Mehrtens is like- 
ly to do better, especially as 
Ireland are fielding a debutant 
at full-back in Kevin Nowtan. He 
is one of five new caps. As Ash- 
ton says, Ireland are looking to 
the future but it looks black. 

IRELAND (y Now Zealand, Lenadowne 
newt 3pn$lt Nowtan (St Wry*): DHtefc- 
ta (SI Mary S4 R Henderson (Maps), M 
CaQ (London WahL J UoWeoney (St 
Mary's); E Ehraod (GahWMjtam), C 

McuulmiQBt ' 

(NawcwdBj. 1C .. — - 

Wallace (Saracens). P Johns (Soiaconsi 
M CXaMy [LHsJi). E Halvay (Shamanl K 


Springboks will try to match 
French for flamboyance 


data (Newcastle). Q 


ijGreystones), H 
inkkm (Sate). 


(Cak'Gorv 


NEW ZEALAND: C OuAsn 
WBran (Otagal F Bunn (I 


QOabamlNartiHV" 
iJpantBrtJuryl jMarataA 
fc C Dowd (AucSbndl N H* 


(CanatuFu ax* ; C Dowd (AuSbndVNM*. 
{SouffcndlO Brawn (Aucfcbnd) Ijanee 


jj"tonUHartje»Ji B Brooke (Au*taraftTRw> 
CM (Otago). A Bowen [AucMandV Z 
Brook* (Auckland). RasenraK S McLeod 
(Vtoteto), J Proton Mttignn), JKrwitaW 
(Otago), C RtacMnm (Auckland). M 
Alton (ManawebA A Other {OtnfioX 


Hataraw A Spraadbury (England) 


South Africa plan to run the 
ball at every opportunity in an 
attempt to beat France at their 
own game in today's first Test 
in Lyon. 

Even the South African Ijght 
five have been given instructions 
to attack as the World Cup hold- 
ers take on the flamboyant Five 
Nations champions led by 
Gloucester’s veteran wing, 
Philippe Saint- Andre. 

“It'll be a quick-paced game 
and you’ll see our forwards run- 
ning with the ball whenever the 
opportunity presents itself,” 
Gary Teichmann, the Spring- 
boks captain, said. “Our tight 
five showed against Italy last 
week that they can run with the 
ball - and cause havoc.” 

The Springboks, building a 
ncw-look team as they prepare 
for their World Cup defence in 
1999, are expecting a tight 
match against a French team 


who won all three of their 
matches against Italy, Romania 
and Argentina last month. 

The versatile Percy Mont- 
gomery has been called up to re- 
place the injured South African 
full-back Justin Swart and the 
French may look to exploit 
Montgomerys suspect tackling. 

Montgomery, who has 
scored Five tries in six interna- 
tional appearances, expects to 
he put under early pressure. 
“The French are sure to try and 
test me. I’m expecting a load of 
up-and-unders - they’d be crazy 
not to.” he said. 

• Bath yesterday began the 
search for a new sponsor after 
Allied Domecq withdrew their 
backing. The (bur-year package 
was in excess of tlm. but the 
company has decided to con- 
centrate its marketing activities 
on other ureas from the start of 
next season. 


Three Lions 
on a crest 
for Wales 


Arguably the most 
exciting back division jn 
British rugby unton.go^ 

into action for the first 

time tomorrow. 

NeH Pierson reports 9* 
the three Lions whom... . 

Wales expect to bring. . 

home the bacon against 
Tonga. 


my hernia problem and had no 

real chance of playing, but I was 
called up to the bench at the last 
minute because we'd run out of 
backs. I got on late in the game, 
scored a decent try in front of 
the television cameras and sud- 
denly, people started talking 
about me. It’s a funny old 
world, isn't it?” 

It will be more amusing still 
if Mr Roff and the rest of a dan- 
gerous-looking Wallaby back di- 
vision allow Rees to give them 
the slip this afternoon. Does he 
rate these Wallabies, or are they 
every bit as mixed up as their 
gmesomety psychedelic shirts? 
“No comment," says Rees, em- 
phasising once again that un- 
conventional streak of his. In on 
age of rampant rugby hyper- 
bole, England have unearthed 
a player who prefers to play a 
good game rather than talk one. 


II inn* p rT . ■ y 

■jest against the South Sea Is- 

landers from Tonga- 

The Wales coach, Kevin 
Bowring, reckons his back di- 
vision has no equal on these is- 
lands for stirring the blood 

and he folly expects them to live 

up to their billing in the warm- 
up to New Zealand at Wemb- 
ley on 29 November. 

Such is Welsh strength be- 
hind the scrum, that Bowring 
can afford to leave out Robert 
Hawley, Arwel Thomas, and 
Leigh Davies for Tonga's visit 
to Swansea- While they start 

among the replacements, Jenk- 
ins, Gibbs and Bateman wfll 
take centre stage. 

Gwyn Jones, the Cardiff 
flanker and Wiles captain, said: 
“We possess a midfield capable 
of competing with any oppo- 
nents in the world. I don’t 
think that Jenkins. Gibbs and 
Bateman have played together 
across the midfield before, so 
this game represents a rare op- 
portunity for Welsh supporters. 

“If you add two quality 
wings in Nigel Walker and 
Gareth Thomas, plus young 
full-back Gareth W^att, then I 
think you could see some in- 
teresting rugby." 

After a low-key start to their 
British tour, Tonga wanned up 
for the Test with a 29-13 victo- 
ry over Bath on Wednesday 
night The three previous meet- 
ings have all gone Wales' way. 
but two of those successes pro- 
duced narrow wimiiag.nuugins. 

“We are in a no-win situa- 
tion," Bowring said. “If we win 
bya big margin, people wffl point 
at the Tongan weaknesses, and 
if we only scrape through, then 
they will point the finger at us 
and say we failed again.” 

Wales’ only fitness doubt 
concerns Gareth Thomas, but 
he is expected to recover from 
an ankle injury sustained dur- 
ing Wiles As 51-8 defeat against 
New Zealand on Tuesday. 

Tonga, coached by Jonah 
Lomu’s manager and mentor, 
Phil Kingsley-Jones, field, three 
players currently with British 
dubs - the Bristol wing Dave 
Tiueti. plus the Ebbw Vale 
pair. Siu Thumololo and Kuli 
FaJetau. The impressive second 
row Saia Latu makes his in- 
ternational debut after playing 
for Natal Under-21s and part- 
ners Faletau in the Tongan 
engine room. 

s ^ nd ^__5 B,amsn (Rfehmana). Gibbs 


.""■ES* *? t8r (CardH); .tonkins (Fon- 
BEESL fartytxM; Lf attar 


Apptawrt (Swansea). Jones (Canfiff. 
H awfay ( CafdBt). s John 


■ instant. Williams ( 

TDKG* Tbnga. Hugo. Tatafu, Tanranoe. 
Fakaoatatau; TaumaWa. Mono; Briggs 
(capo, Maast TaU Lam Eatatau. HaHVa. 
I l 15£^_ MoW, ' a - ^Placements: Tat 
Afeata, N^auna. HaJata, Matakaknoga 


Lanata. 

Refarea* 5 Boreant (Afgantna). 
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Havant’s teenage goalkeeper 
faces threat from both sides 


Leicestershire re-sign a 
‘fitter, stronger* Lewis 


England coach to quit unless 
national team wins funding 


Phil Austen- Jones. Havant’s 
19-year-old goalkeeper, faces a 
double threat this afternoon 
which he might not have ex- 
pected as the Hampshire side 
entertain Blueharts, seeking 
to maintain their unbeaten 
record and second place in the 
First Division of the National 
League. Sitting on the bench 
will be Havant's new signing, 
the Canadian international 
goalkeeper Tobin Seagal while 
the Blueharts attack will be led 
by Paul Krishman. 

Krishman, the former Eng- 
land international, was given a 
yellow card on i November 
which, as he left the field, was 
converted to a red card, which 
carries an immediate and 
mandatory suspension of a 
minimum of 16 days. There is 
no right of appeal. 

It emerged yesterday that 


the umpire. Bob Matson, had 
considered his ultimate derision 
too harsh and asked to rescind 
the red card. 

This is contraiy to the Eng- 
lish Hockey Association’s regu- 
lations for the enforcement of 
discipline though it appears it 
was agreed to ty the Association. 

In a double-header weekend 
of League today and fourth- 
round EHA Cup tomorrow, the 
Premier League leaders, Can- 
nock, visit third-placed East 
Grins tead while second-placed 
Southgate visit the bottom club 
Guildford who have signed the 
Canadian Tim Lown. 

Hounslow, with home fix- 
tures against Doncaster this 
afternoon and Surbiton in the 
Cup tomorrow, welcome back 
their captain and Owen Jones 
after injury. 

- MM 


Chris Lewis, frequently de- 
scribed as the best all- 
rounder in England, arrived 
back at Leicestershire yes- 
terday after six years away 
“fitter, stronger and more de- 
termined than ever”. 

The 29-year-old Lewis, 

who was 19 whim he made his 

debut for the county, left Sur- 
rey for a five-year contract at 
Grace Road. 

“It is nice to be back and 
I feel very comfortable about 
the move," said Lewis, who 
first packed his bags to take 
up with Nottinghamshire in 
1991. “I think my best years 
are ahead of ine. I'm fitter 
and stronger and more de- 
termined than ever ami I- 
would lave to get my England . 
place back as well." 

Lewis’ traumatic career 


has been dogged by illness 
and injuries. He has been giv- 
en many chances by England 
without being able to secure 
the regular place his talent 
should have brought him. 

. Middlesex will have a new 
opening batsman next sea- 
son, having signed the 26- 
year-old Australian Justin 
Longer as their overseas 
player. The left-handed 
Longer, who has played for 
Australia eight times, has 17 
centuries to bis name, five of 
which were double centuries. 

The fast bowler Waqar 
Youms has been dropped by 
Pakistan for the first Test 
against West Indies starting 
• in Peshawar on Monday. 
Pa iceman Aqib Javed and 
wicketkeeper Rashid Latif 
were also not included. 


The England coach, Laszlo 
Nemeth, has given the English 
Basketball Association until 
the end of this season to obtain 
fending for the men’s nation- 
al team, or he will resign. 

The46-year-old Hungarian, 
respected throughout Europe 
and revered by his players, has 
been persuaded to sec England 
though this season's European 
Championship semi-final group 
games, beginning in Denmark 
on Wednesday week. But the 
Association will have to find a 
new coach unless they succeed 
with an application to the Lot- 
toy Sports Fund. 

Nemeth, who is nursing a 
broken arm suffered in a Leeds 
local league game, said: “It has 
been the same story for the last 
four years, England has a 
tremendous future in Euro- 
pean basketball hut we need 


fundamental changes to the 
current system if we are to stand 
any chance of success.” 

Stephen Cation, the Asso- 
ciation's chief executive, said: 
“Wc want Laszlo to remain with 
us but sometimes I wonder 
how he has stayed with it this 
long. We know wc hove the tal- 
ent in the team, and even more 
talented youngsters arc ready 
to replace the seniors in the fo- 
ture. But without the correct 
programme of funding and 
preparation, our job is made ex- 
tremely difficult” 

The Bosnian ruling, which 
has scattered England players 
all over Europe, has made 
training and preparation hard- 
er and more expensive, as has 
the overloaded domestic pro- 
gramme of Budwciscr League 
and League Trophy matches. 

~ Richard Taylor 


• I never expected a ban. 
Michael Schumacher, 
whose 1997 results were an- 
nuBed as punishment for Ns 
shunt with Jacques VSeneuve 
in the last grand prix of the 
season. 

• 1 now have a belt for the fa- 
ther and another for the Son. 

1 need one more for the Holy 

Ghost Evander Hotyfieid, 
holder of two world heavy- 
weight titles after beating 
Michael Moorer. 

•There are no experiments. 
Clive Woodward. England 

RU coach, on his selection, h- 

Cfoding five new caps; for the 


oft Phil Lowe. Great Britain 
RL manager, after Australia’s 
G orden Tails escaped cfc- 
missal for three high tackles 
in the second Test 

♦ You look at him and reck- 
on he covers every blade of 


w J 

• We win get better. Christ- 
ten Cullen, AB Blacks full- 
back, after his side’s m-3 
victory over Lianefi. 

• Iwalked into the dressing- 

roorn afterwards and just 
fished. Gareth Jenkins, 
Uaneffi coach. 


first touch is crap. Dave 

Jones. Southampton man- 
ager. on Gartfon Paknerlstiret 
goaJ-sfoce leaving Leeds. 

• JjmU spend next week 
my players on how 
to get their hands out of- the : 
way of a ball belted at them 

from six yards and traveifinq 

Gary Megson, 
Stockport manager on the 

Dflmltu Onion ■ « 


w - you oown again. We 

andself-scoldng^wewan, 
to a sincere soiry fc, 

The Chinese’ na- 
ttonal football hn,v. 


axe and he wouldn’t get sent 
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Call it being a hostage to for- 
tune, but the Lions tnoofNefl 

Jenkins, Scott Gibbs and Allan 
Bateman cannot even think Of 
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BJJGBY LEAGUE 


Clyde’s comeback is 
bad omen for Britain 


Great Britain’s rugby 

league players must 

break new ground 
tomorrow if they are to 
succeed where so many 
of their predecessors 
have failed. Dove Hadpdd 
assesses their chances of 
taking a series off 
Australia for the first 
time in 27 years. 

Great Britain’s coaches and 
players have been hammering 
away at one theme this week: 
same again will not be good 
enoughJt has been a sobering 
thought since that memorable 
second Test victory at Old Traf- 
ford last Saturday that, even if 
Andy ffeireO and his men play 
just as well tomorrow, they 
will almost certainly lose. 

To win they need to meet the 
target that Andy Goodway set 
them before the series, and im- 
prove as much between the sec- 
ond and third Tfestsasthey did 
between the first and second. 
It is, as the Australians would 
say, a big ask. It is that way be- 
cause those Australians will be 
unrecognisably better this week. 

For confirmation of that, 
Goodway can consult his own 
memories of playing agains t 
them for Great Britain. He then 
needs look no further than his 
assistant for this series, shann 
McRae, who used to do foe same 
job for his native Australia. 

“It's easier to prepare when 
yotfve been beaten - I’ve always 
thought that as a coach,” 
McRae says. “That has certainly 
applied to Australia. I was 
never involved with an Aus- 
tralian side that was beaten 
twice in a row.” 


That is the measure d; the 
British task at HQand Road. 
They have to counteract what 
has become almost a reflex re- 
sponse from Australian teams 
of the past 20 years. They are 
never more dangerous than 
after one of their rare defeats. 

Even though they have lost 
Brett Mullins from the side 
originally selected, they will 
be helped tomorrow by the re- 
turn of one of their finest play- 
ers of recent years. Bradley 
Clyde plays his first match of 
the series after recovering horn 
a calf injury and the calm and 
class that he brings to the sec- 
ond row should dovetail per- 
fectly with the fire and fiixy of 
Gorden IhllisL Clyde’s return is 
bad news for Britain. 

For the reputation of the 
Australian coach, John Lang, 
this match Is duty a case of 
make or break. The Australian 
Super League method of 
choosing their coach by league 
position means that he is 
already going to be replaced 
next season by Brisbane’s 
Wayne Bennett; he wiD hardly 
want to bow out as the man who 
lost a series to the Poms. 

Lang has tried to dear his 
mind of all excess baggage this 
week and treat this game in 
isolation. But he watched An- 
glo-AustraBan clashes from his 
boyhood and is too immersed 
in their tradition to lose right 
of the potential historic signif- 
icance of this one. 

The knives are already 
sharpened back home. John 
Lang? Nice bloke,. good coach 
- but not a dominating enough 
personality to take Australia 
overseas, they are saying. 

Conversely, while none of 
his players is being publicly crit- 
ical over here, grumbles are 


echoing back from Australia 
that some, brought up on the 
social whirl of a Bob FUlton- 
coached tour, have found this 
trip regimented and boring. 

Goodway, meanwhile, can 
hardly avoid being hailed as a 
genius ifBritain win. He will be 
honest enough to remember 
that this is not a foil Australian 
side, but few will want to 
devalue the achievement. 

It will have been forged in 
failure by a group of players 
with memories going back to 
their humiliations in New 
Zealand fast year, sick of las- 
ing and now with a new confi- 
dence in themselves. 

But, for all their excellence 
at Old Trafford, they have 
much to do - individually and 
collectively - if they are town 
a series for the first time since 
1970 and the first time in 
Britain since 1959. 

For a start, they have to an- 
swer these questions in the af- 
firmative. Gan Paul Atcheson 
play with the same assurance at 
full-back? Can they possibly 
keep Laurie Daley as quiet 
again? And can they a gain 
walk that fine line between ag- 
gression and indiscipline? 

If they can answer these 
and all the other questions at 
around 330 tomorrow, then 
they wffl have dopeaaonisfamgfy 
weB. After 27 years, though, the 
nagging suspicion is that it still 
might not be quite enough. 

GREAT BRmMAlcftacan {STHWeng; ttabto- 
aan, RodSnksi (bc*h Vtaml NmAom. Hmtt 

SI Hetanel ; Ffcntanwbjft capQ. GouU- 
taQ a VMNfc MCOWMH taiMbati Bnd- 



l F ond — i | 
AUSTRALIA; Lodtyor(atebare) :N*g»s{Can- 
tcnai tutor fPBnrWi). Btingatauaan (CrtnJ- 
tal Softer (Brisbane); Daley (Catjerra. esc*). 
Power (PenrWi): SWOT fctormai Ww 
(N (fcMfrtn&Tbani, Uh (bafi Brisbane* 
Clyde (Certain). SMB* (Brabanet Sub- 
stKuesc Adaawx! (Fbnrflftl Kearns (Perm; 
Bn— W (Hontefr R fcJ i wdec n 
Hal ara a; P HouBan (New ZaatrxQ 


Tough Tallis just wants to be loved 


Gorden Tails hardly looks like 
the sort of vulnerable individ- 
ual in need of particular care 
and protection. But that is 
what the Australian team man- 
agement have tried to give him 
this week, declaring him off 
limits to the media while the 
controversy continues to rage 
aver his distinctive contribution 
to last week’s second British 
Gas Test. 

TUlia * penchant for the high 
tackle m that march, coming on 
top of his notorious assault and 
battery cm Wigan's Tferry OX^jq- 
norin the Wwid C3ub Champi" 
Ai pp s fr i p , has made him a popular 

T bate-figure for the series. 

That is a position he has in- 
herited from other Australian 
forwards with a similar ap- 
proach to their job, because 

Ibllis is the latest in a long line 

of combative characters. 

His spiritual grandfather 
would be Ray Stehr, aprop for- 
ward of the 1920s and '30s, wbo 
survived in first grade in Sydney 
from the age of 15 thanks to a 
pragmatic philosophy which he 
summed up as “get your retal- 
iation in first”. His pitched bat- 
tles with his E ng l i s h opposite 
number, Jack Arkwright, are the 
stuff of legend. 

There was Frank “Bumper 
Farrell, who bit off an oppo- 
nent’s ear before Mike T^son 
ever had the idea. Even the clas- 


sic Australian side of the early 
'60s had its feared hard man in 
Noel “Ned” Kelly, while Les 
Boyd filled the same role with 
the unbeaten 1982 Kangaroos. 

More recently, there have 
been intimidating enforcers 
sneb as Paul Harragon, who ef- 
fectively ended the career of die 



Tallis: Placed in Purdah 

Photograph: Vfofoy/Wilkinson. 

Great Britain prop, Ian Lucas, 
with a tackle in the 1992 Thst 
in Sydney. ThUis’s excesses are 
par t of a long tradition and one 
in which British forwards have 
also shared enthusiastically. 

“He’s as dangerous as any of 
them," says the Great Britain 
manager, Phil Lowe, who, as a 
player, locked bonis with some 
of toughest. “But he’s more 
dangerous to his own ride, 
because he's a loose cannon. 


But that’s only because the 
roles have changed - you get 
away with a lot less these days.” 

Tallis has found that out the 
hard way. his impetuosity cost 
his ride 10 points in the second 
Tfest And yet he remains, for all 
his flaws, a potential match- 
winner. 

Like many of his predeces- 
sais, ’Bffis s one of the more qui- 
etly spoken and polite of players 

off the field fo an mterview be- 
fore he was placed in purdah, he 

even revealed that he wants 
English crowds to like him. 

He would like to emulate his 
father, who played briefly 

for Leigh in the 1960s, by join- 
ing an English dub. “Bat I'm 
not going to come ewer here and 
get booed If I know I'm com- 
ing over here to be a bad boy, 
I wouldn’t come,” be said 

Thflis is unlikely to come 
away from EOand Road with an 
enhanced view of British fans' 
opinion of him. The British 
management have done their 
best to wind him up during the 
build-up to the game and the 
process wffl continue afterldcfc- 
off tomorrow. 

“I only have a reputation 
over here,” be insists. “Back 
home. I'm just a normal for- 
ward who plays with a bit of ag- 
gression. Over here, Tm 
labelled an axe murderer.” 

- Dave Hadfield 



TENNIS 


Henman’s call-up 
angers Mantilla 


Tim Henman with the fans after his victory in Telford yesterday Photograph: Allsport 


SQUASH 


I ATHLETICS 


England in world team final 


England beat Australia 3-0 
yesterday to reach the final of 
the World Open team cham- 
pionship in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. 

Chris V&Iker, ranked No 
10 is the world, gave the top 
seeds, who won the title in 
1995, a winning start with a 
10-8, 2-9, 9-1, 9-5 victory over 
Craig Roland. 

Simon J^rke then beat the 
newly crowned Wadd Open sin- 
gles champion, Rodney Eyles, 
9-3, 9-3, 9-6 in 40 minutes to put 
England into the final Del 
Harris completed a clean 
sweep, beating Brett Martin 9-2, 
9-2 in a match reduced to the 
best-of-tbree games. 

“It was a great win,” the 
En^and coach, David Pearson, 


said. ‘Tn the final, we have a I 
50-50 chance.” 

Graham Ryding won his de- ) 
riding se mi-final match to give . 
Canada a final appointment ! 
against England today. Rpfing j 
dropped the first game, but ral- : 
lied to overwhelm Omar El - 
Borolossy4-9.9-l,9-2,9-0and ; 
give the fourth seeds, Canada, ; 
a 2-1 victory over die talented [ 
third seeds, Egypt 
■ Canada; who had never . 
previously reached the final, I 
began inaospiciousty when : 
Gary Waite lost to Amir Vfag- ; 
ih 9-3, 9-6, 9-6. 

But Jonathon Power beat ■ 
Ahmad Barada 9-5, 9-4, 9-5 to ; 
level the match before the 22- :• 
year-old Ryddng, the world No ! 
32, clinched victory. 


Black set to 
miss Malaysia 

Roger Black is ready to puD out 
of the 400 metres at next year’s 
Commonwealth Games in 
Kuala Lumpur. The Olympic sil- 
ver medallist wants to concen- 
trate on re gaining his European 
title the month before. 

Black said the Common- 
wealth Games in September 
would come too quickly and he 
fell the Malaysian capital to be 
a far from ideal venue. 

“The big one is the Euro- 
peans, and having the Com- 
monwealth Games so dose 
makes the choice very difficult,” 
Black said. “I came on to the 
scene by winning the European 
championship so that is special 
to me. It's the tide 1 want back.” 


No sooner tad Greg 
Rusedski retired hurt 
from the ATP Tour 
World Championship 
than his fellow Briton 

Tim Henman received an 
emergency call to join 
the worttfe elite eight. 
John Roberts, in HannpVer, 
e x p l ains why Hall 13 at 
the Expo 2000 complex 
has been fodder for some 

than for others. 


A bizarre -week for British ten- 
nis came to a head yesterday 
when colleagues of various na- 
tionalities smiled benignly and 
sarcas tically offered congratu- 
lations, “for finally having an 
Englishman at the World 
Championship". 

Having gmdgmgfy accepted 
th* Qmaftian -hnm GregRused- 
rid after dose scrutiny of his 
British passport, the interna- 
tional tournament world was 
mildly amused to see Tim Hen- 
man, Oxford-born and bred, 
being ushered through the back 
door as the ninth reserve far the 
eight-man ATP four Champi- 
onship. 

There was an eaception to the 
general good-natured banter 
prompted by Henman’s dash 
from the Guardian Direct Na- 
tional C hampio nships atTfelford 
to replace the injured Sergj 
Bruguera a gamsf Yevgeny KafeJ- 
niVn v in the concluding round- 
robin match here. The Spaniards 
were seething. 

Losing Bniguera (No 8) with 
an injury to the lower back af- 
ter he had played two of his three 
matches was bad enough. And 
offence was taken when the 
ATP fours call down the rank- 
ings ice an alternate was an- 
swered by Henman (No 17) 
rather than Barcelona's Felix 
Mantilla (No 16). 

The problem was, time was 
running out and the choice of 
substitutes was limited. Thomas 
Muster (No 9) had already 
earned the $40^)00 (£23,700) al- 
ternate's fee here by stepping in 
for the injured Rusedski against 
CadosMoyaon' Thursday nighL 

Marcelo Rios (No 10) was 
back home in Santiago, Chile. 
Richard Krajicek (No 1 1) was in- 
jured, Alex Corretja (No 12) was 


Shifting balance of power in battle of sexes 


The European Cup, a 
matchplay between 10 
of golf’s top PGA senior 
men and the leading 
women on the 
European Tour, may 
have a limited shelf life 
but, as Catherine Riley 
observes from Praia 
D’el Rey, Portugal, the 
contest is close. 


As the fira foursome arrived at 
the start yesterday morning 
there seemed little doubt as to 
who was taking the match 
mare seriously. Marie-Lame de 
Lorenzi and Kathryn Marshall 
strode purposefully to the first 
leewbfle Jose Maria Canizares 
slouched, a cigarette firmly 


damped between his lips, and 
bis partner, Antonio Garrido, 
looked on smiling. 

Of the second foursome, Ir- 
ish Johnson and Alison 
Nicholas, the US Open cham- 
pion, started badly. Nicholas 
sent her tee shot long and left, 
a technical difficulty she was un- 
able to work out until the 13th. 

By tiie eighth bole, Maurice 
Bembridge and Noe/ Ratdiffe 
were three up after Bembridge 
birdied the par five. The heavy 
rain of the last few days has left 
the fairways sodden and the 
greens heavy but quick. The 
men settled back for what 
seemed to be an easy coast 
home down the back nine. 

Ratdifie had said before the 
match that the men were ex- 
pected to win but, he thought 
they would “find it tough". The 


knee-deep heather he left 
Bembridge to back his way out 
of at the 11th was tough indeed. 

The scoreboard was be- 
ginning to look decidedly one- 
sided, Karen Lunn and 
Joanne Morley leading Tom- 
my Horton, the men’s captain, 
and John Morgan, and 
Patricia Meonier-Lebouc and 
Maria Hjorth also two up on 
Brian Vtehes and Jim Rhodes. 

Bembridge and Ratdiffe 
conceded at the 12th to make 

their match all square. By now 
the balance of power in this 
foursome had subtly changed, 
as had Bembridge s mood. The 
previously equable English- 
man sent his tee shot at the 15th 
into the heather and, after five 
minutes of fruitless searching, 
Ratdiffe began the lonely 
trudge bade to the tee. “You 


didn’t do that when I played 
whhyouatLeTbuqueC a spec- 
tator remarked. “I haven’t 
done it since the old Queen 
died,” Bembridge snapped. 

Going two down after 
Nicholas putted for birdie on 
the 16th. Bembridge’s tee shot 
on the next landed in the mid- 
dle of the lake, ensuring 
Nicholas and Johnson won 
three and one. The last game 
saw Horton and Morgan pull 
round a three-hole deficit, the 
football finishing all sq uare f faff 
match score tied at 2 l h each.“Ifs 
a good result”, De Loreard said. 
“The girls and I are happy.” 

Her pairings r emain intact 
for today’s fouibaHs, but Hor- 
ton will alter all bar his Span- 
ish pairing. "These {women} 
are class players,” he said “It’s 
exactly what we suspected.” 


ineligible under the ATP Tour's 
roles because he was already 
playing doubles at an ATP Oral- 
Jenger event in Andorra- Petr 
Korda (No 13) washavinga nose 
operation. Gistavo Kuerten (No 
14) was in Brazil Goran Ivani- 
sevic (No 15) was injurcd. 

When it came to No 16, say 
the four, Mantflia’s telephone 
rang and rang with out response. 
After the midnight deadline (lo- 
cal time) was passed, the call 
went outto Henman, No 17, and 
arrangements were made for 
him to play his singles quarter- 
final against Jaime Delgado in 

Telford at 1 lam (Henman won, 
6-4, 6-2) and then leave for 
Hannover by private aircraft. 

Man til/a was not impressed 
when he answered telephone 
calk from the Spanish media yes- 
terday. “It’s not true that they 
(the ATP] called me or left a 
message. They have all my 
phone numbers, those of my 
coach and of the clubs where I 
play. 1 am feeling very, very an- 
gry. They don’t have respect for 
me or the Spanish players. It 
seems they don’t want to see us 
in their kind of tournaments.” 

The allegations were denied 
by Peter Abano, the ATP Tour's 
vice-president for communica- 
tions. “Mantilla was called. Tbere 

was no answer,” AUano said. “W: 
called all the players down the &t 
with the offer, ‘You have to pay 

your own way there, but we wili 
give you $10J)00 and the oppor- 
tunity to win SIOOJXXT. I'm sor- 
ry he feels that W3y, but the rules 
say you go down the players in tbe 
order of ranking . You can’t just 
gp to the player you want” 

Last year, Henman bad the 
good fortunate to compete atthe 
$6m Grand Slam Cup in Munich 
as the second alternate. He won 
$425,000 as a semi-finalist, hav- 
ing lost to Boris Becker. 

The Spaniards did have some 
cause for celebration yesterday. 
Carios Moya, who defeated Pete 
Sampras in his opening round- 
robm match, joined the world No 
1 in today’s semi-finals. Sam- 
pras’s win against Pat Rafter. 
6-4, 6-1, eliminated the Aus- 
tralian and enabled Moya to 
qualify on acountback of games. 

Moya wiD play Kafelnikov for 
a place in tomorrow's final 
against either Sampras or Swe- 
den’s Jonas Bjorkman, who 
eliminated the world No 2, 
Michael Chang, 6-4, 7-5. 


SAILING 

Krantz on 
sleigh ride 

The race leader Gumtar Kra 
powered through heavy snot 
55mph winds as Swedish Ms 
covered 424 miles in 24 he 
on the second leg of the W 
bread Round the World R 
from Cape Town to Fremao 

Krantz paid a price for 
speed. The starboard steer 
wheel was damaged and 
much water was rushing o 
the deck that a distress beat 
was set off accidentally. 

Wave damage was also ! 
fered by second-placed K 
Frostad in Norway’s Innoval 
Kvaerner. The webbing sir 
attaching spare sails to 
weather rail were broken « 
some stanchions ripped out 
lowing freezing water to p 
through the holes in the dc 
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Cricket * 

Gfem McGrath, the AtoWtan fast 
howtef, has puled out of the second 
Test against New Ze aland wrictv 

went a scan on Yte grohwHch 

orewdrocrefcM txitfetBam pi^ 

^otheraptst felt the paeetnan need- 

saSSKjP 

■sssfessssS 

loramo). 


tequrs another operator. 

Tarry Bullvant manager Of RoacSnfi 
has dropped hEs irderest in the Bar- 
net safer Sean Devtia The TNrd Or 
vfston skte are demandng SSOQJOOO 

for iheir forward, but who 

used to manage Bamet is adamant 
that£lOQpO0fehfo final offec 
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Football 

Scott -aytor. the ^oortarnidSe^, 
wfl be out unt2 the start of next sea- 
son. Thyfor, who suffered a fcrae ky 


rtor (AuSJ 73 68; J 9mm TOi Ffe 

70 7t; 6 am 57X1*2 
Q Marti (m gTO THan fen (t g 71 n 

71 7a Mfi H Gfaaon (Csr) 71 
AUSTRALIAN WOMEirS OPE N (Mrt. 
bourne) LncScQ sacowtropne acem 


5-.75H 

Bteflhyun ffti). W tfcnjBh (ttiai 76 W 
Ate^ook (3 KeO, S Son (S Kod J 
“ • • — :KMa7vSccfSKoit77 

. _4 79 H \Urtien (Thai). T 
DT Yiwiiafi (Thai). 

PRAIA t^EL REY EUROPEAN CUP (Pot) 
WPG &aapan-ta2%Baapaan Serton 
Tbir Z 1 * bitom: M L da lxrenn and 
K Itortafi bn J M CartzaiBS and A Oaiddo 
3fioitt;AMdntoaiteTjatrantaNAN- 
eNto and M BBrrtaldgBS A 1:3 and 
L Mtets loatte □ Cfeonar and M Q«spon 
7 & 5: P IhMrtar Labouc and M tfetMoal 

to B Mtetes and J Rhodes 1; KUen and J 
Itodey hahed mjhT Horton and J Uergan 


goT;STLau**Bo«Sn2:Can*«4( „ 

% Montreal 5 Phoenbt Z Los Angatas efei 

Jowz 

THUf»MrS lATEntoUUTS; ftawtaagos 
NawesOa S NetonjJiani.4 Hia Exproee 
Cop: GatUff * Aft 7. 

. Rugby League 

TTie Great Orftelnpn^ Brian UcDer> 
mott, who plays against Australa to- 
monw, has signed a new two-year 
contract with Bradford. 
Tbnpteyerswtih Sifter League ck- 
peffcnce are h the Great Britain 
Academy side tapfety France In the 
drtaiwa&ar at Efand Road. 

j hane made feu beefeoom staff 
inckxfriQ foeir assistant 
coadi Ray Unswr&i. 

Otdham ha® appointed Paddy Khran 
•as coach. 

Sailing 

WHITBREAD ROWS THE WORLD RACE 

(mond lag, 4,600 nSMaCwuTbm to Fre- 
BMrttok Latertmrtonc l Saefsh MNctl 
(S*m) G Krantz 3DiB iriw to flntth; 2 feno- 
vrtlan HaemartMdK floated 22 J min w 

a " ‘ D -Wba (Uffl P Stanrtaldgs 3ftfc 4 • 
orwajJGDrttonSsiTffian- 
PCawrd607;GBnrai Slnar- . 

6 Ontoe tSfig 
Eetoflmia«OOQJbuN6 . 

Snooker 

UVHIPOOL WCTOfUA UK CHAAIPI- 
ONSWP fPrwtonj rtst round 0 OKan* 
(N2) bt S Patman (&W) frZ; Q Hem (Aiib) 


Hi J Johnson 
WStarfEng) 

Bmatt 

(Nil) bt 

•tones tSio) a D Hsory (ScoJ frS.'J Prhca 
(N M) bt ftrtWi (Erej eXssoand round: 
M Wrifl (Eng) toda P Lines © 19 ) torteft 
atunes Tpn tortQ); D Moiasn MtaQ IbkU 
D Date (win oz feaobimnte* 1pm 
T Drags (kfa) tort wfih l UcCJbch (Em) 
4-4 (mstch restsnss 7pm today). 

Sport? politics 

Chris Smith the Guttue and Sport 

Secretary, yesterday reefffrmed the 

Government corrrrtomeril toana- 
tional Sports testtuta Furtna worth 
£ 160 m ftwn Ihe National Lottery wtt 
ben«Jeava 8 abteforar»twofkotfa- 

dWa% tedudng £40mto EfiOmta be 



fr.to^2HonaKong1;SparaUSA1:UB(. 
JW2 Jman 1 ; Mgsfe 3 Kuwait 0; Brart 2 

PortugaT; Norway 3 SaigaporeQ. 
Sumo 

KYUSMiGftANOTOU!VUMBn*(FU(u»- 

b* Asannnka P-3); Mktojin (4-2) bt 
teaWnawnlC-^; Kowyup-lJ bt Aogfya- 
•m S&tatfoa &Tbt Mrc&u 

" /CXonowrtca <4-2 bt fotatocMdoM 

--aSsaSSiWBaa 

Todfeuma 

Ihmakasuoa 
TWcanonsrilB- 
Ml 


(Unea) bt ARarmar 
WooMtfartnsIs* 


Sfimib(Es- 


Volleyball 

WORLD GRAND CHAMPIONS CUP (Oa> 
^aCWJaHs^jBpm); Woman; 04* U 
BnrtS-1 (S-T3 -SB T2-6 &9); Itjuaibt 
Chaw 30 (15-5 15-7 13-3); Japan bt South 
K»sa3-1 fS-12 T5-7 13-* liij. 


Squash 

WORLD TEAM CHAIfflONSHiPSfKurta 

Uanpm) Swri-finahc Canada b* Etyit 2- 
i England bt AuNmfaaD p Vtafebt C 
Rotend 10024 S-1 Sftale K R&Ws 
Ml M Ml D tarris bt B Martin * 2 oa 

to D Bom H tw 34 F Abnqtot bte 
? 1 Eanit WS Cowls^5 M 9- 

a T Banian bt A Thomson 9-1 0-7 B-7, R 
Cune bet to D HaHh 9-to t)-8 44 Sffl: 
Franco 2 (ftonfll puneouteattoDRym 

tiiiSs Sat* 0-9 2- 


Ha m anea hlm a ( 1 . 


MW 


Tennis 

ATPTpuil WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

bt P Rafter ( aIb) — 

Mow qMBtyfOrsarnf-Bnal 
J aqitawn (Swe) bt U 
7-a< 


*EX championships WOMEN’S 

TOOW Wenr omiaova. Pa) Swond 
«Wb* 1 ^teadtaTT) bt Mans tfentn ^bg) 
^ ac Martiwz (Sp) 
MM; A Sanchez Vtew {Sp} ixa 
S utfgma tlteartfri 7^; AHuSar (Qv) 

» t RteilWW (U$) 2^ M 7-5. 

aiAmuw DinEcrrBRrrBHNATiONAL 

TWrd mend; T Henman tOjctanJrtjire) w J 
Dd{pdo(Mfanridis)&4&2;AAGhaftj5Qn 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

4.5m 

The number of escudos 
[£15000] the new Berrfi- 
ca board discovered had 
been spent on cigars ft 
the previous six months. 
They also found that 140 
mobile phones had been 
issued for use by dub of- 
ficials. 
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Hereford’s healing 
will be helped by 
settling an old score 


Hereford lost their 
League status after a 1-1 
home draw with 
Brighton on an 
emotional final day of 
last season. By 
extraordinary 
coincidence the two 
teams meet again in the 
FA Cup first round 
today. 


When the season opened, a new 
set of photographs adorned 
the walls of the manager’s of- 
fice and home dressing-room at 
Hereford United, They showed 
players and supporters weeping, 
or with heads bowed, after 
May's fight to the finish with 
Brighton & Hove Albion. Now, 
iHfp Hereford on that feverish 
afternoon, the pictures have 
come down. 

The stark, black-and-white 
images were intended to instil 
in everyone connected with 
the club what ft meant to 
relinquish Football League sta- 
tus, filling them with a desire to 
regain it via promotion from the 
Vhuxhall Conference. But when 
the FA Cup's infinite capacity 
for coincidence brings Brighton 
back' to Edgar Street today, they 
will be gathering dust behind a 
cupboard 

“We don't need photos to 
remind us of bow bad it felt," 
reasons Graham Turner, Here- 
ford's director of football. 
“That day. I remembered Bill 
Shanklys famous saying about 
football being more than a 
matter of life or death. He 
wasn't talking literally - there 
are obviously many more trag- 
ic circumstances - but theTeel- 
ing of loss made me understand 
what he meant" 

At the risk of opening old 
wounds, it maybe appropriate 
to put the contest in context 
When the final day of last sea- 
son dawned, Hereford occupied 
bottom place in the Third Di- 
vision. Brighton, the only oth- 
er side who could be relegated, 
were level on points but had 
scored more goals. They need- 
ed only a draw to escape. 

An own goal by Kerry Mayo 


threatened to earn him the 
freedom of Hereford and cider 
for life, only for Robbie Reinelt 
to equalise and set up the most 
fraught 28 minutes imaginable. 
When it was over and Brighton 
had slipped their chains of sev- 
en months, the emotions which 
engulfed Turner’s team belied 
the belief of many football fans 
that they have a monopoly of 
feeling for a club. 

Hereford reportedly 
changed in silence, broken only 
by Sussex’s soDgs of relief out- 
side. “Oh no," says Turner. 
“What you could hear was our 
lads sobbing, some of them 
hardened pros who've been in 


FA CUP 

COUNTDOWN 





BY PHIL 
SHAW 


the game a long time. Whatever 
noise Brighton or their sup- 
porters were m aking was blot- 
ted out. It was like a dream. 

“Tve never seen so many 
grown men crying - on the pitch, 
in the boardroom, in the stands. 
It really was traumatic. I didn't 
think Td ever see sport get to 
people so intensely. People 
might think ‘Hereford’s only a 
backwater, so it doesn't really 
matter’, but h was shattering for 
those involved. The next day on 
TV I saw Middlesbrough fans 
in tears because they'd gone 
down. We lost far more.'* 

Turner recalls feeling an 
“enormous sense of responsi- 
bility" as the final whistle 
sounded and snarling police 
dogs barred his way down the 
tunnel. There had been miti- 
gating factors: he had not 
bought anyone for the best 
part of two years because of a 
transfer embargo and he was 
forced to sell five key players. 
He decided, however, that of- 


fering his resignation was the 
only honourable course. 

Herefoid’schairman Peter 
Hill, refosed to aajept it, tfmugb 
it was the reaction of the sup- 
porters that persuaded Turner 
to battle on. “I got dozens of fet- 
ters urging me not to give up. 
They even stuck posters on the 
doors saying I had to stay." 

As one who was hounded out 
of Wolves, a victim of the very 
expectations he bad raised, he 
appreciated the irony. When he 
was at his lowest ebb that Sun- 
day, the Molineux owner Sir 
Jack Hayward rang and insist- 
ed on treating Timer and his 
family to a holiday in the Ba- 
hamas. He did not stop catling 
until his former manage r 
agreed. 

After the initial grieving, 
the dub and city came round to 
thinking positively. The Con- 
ference offered a way back to 
the League, and by staying full- 
time Hereford planned to em- 
ulate Lincoln, Colchester and 
Darlington in bouncing back. 
Currently lying eighth, they are 
handily placed, but even that po- 
sition was not achieved without 
pain. 

Only weeks ago, the club's 
cash-flow crisis deepened to the 
extent that they were unable to 
meet their obligations to the 
players. Those paid monthly 
had to wait seven weeks be- 
tween salary slips; the weekly 
earners were more than three 
weeks behind. 

“These fellas, who aren’t on 
big money anyway, have got 
young families, mortgages to 
pay and need to put petrol in 
their car,’’ Turner says. “Bui 
they responded superbly. In a 
strange way, adversity seemed 
to bind them closer together." 

The situation had another 
unexpected side -effect. Sever- 
al of the squad live a consider- 
able distance from Hereford 
and were struggling to make 
ends meet, so Turner cut the 
training back lo a couple of days 
a week. The next Saturday he 
was struck by how well they per- 
formed. The following weekend 
they won 5-1 at highly placed 
Morecambe. 

“I don’t think you could do 
that every week, but they did 



look refreshed. I heard a rug- 
by union player recently say that 
when they were part-time and 
trained just twice a week, the 
Saturday game was the high- 
light Since they’d gone full-time 
and were training every day. it 
didn't have the same magic." 

A Cup replay with Sitting- 
bourne brought in urgently 
needed revenue (helping Here- 
ford see the bright side of 
Trevor Matrhewson’s diving 
header into his own net in 
Kent). Likewise an average 
gate which, at 1800, is up on this 
time last year. The Brighton tie 


has generated further revenue, 
fuelling Turner's optimism. 

“There's a lot of pressing 
debts - the VAT people and tax- 
man are chasing us- and we've 
lost £100,000 in Football League 
money. But we're actually op- 
erating profitably because we Ve 
cut right back on wages and sup- 
port has been so good." 

Hereford have no chief ex- 
ecutive or commercial manag- 
er, and Turner reckons he 
spends as much time doing 
the accounts as on the training 
ground. “It’s been all bands to 
the pump to keep the dub 


afloat I’ve done everything 
from driving a dumper truck to 
rotivate the pitch to selling ad- 
vertising boards." 

The Cap was the making of 
Hereford - their epic victory 
over Newcastle helped them 
gain election to the Fourth Di- 
vision 25 years ago despite fail- 
ing lo win the Southern League 
- and it could be the saving of 
them. Two years ago they net- 
ted £200,000 from two tussles 
with Tottenham. According to 
Turner, a similar draw this sea- 
son could wipe out their prob- 
lems overnight. 


Before they start dreaming 
of Old Trafford or Anfield 
there is a score to settle. As they 
emerged into the night at Sit- 
lingbourne, a press man said to 
Timer: “You’ll never guess 
who you've drawn." He did not 
need Mystic Meg to know that 
the answer was the B-word. 

“Brighton haven't started 
well and won't relish coming 
back here," Timer says. “I 
won’t regard it as revenge - one 
Cup win can’t compensate for 
losing League status - but we’d 
take a lot of satisfaction from 
beating them." 


FA censures 
Scales for bet 


The Football Association is to 
write to Lbe Tottenham de- 
fender John Scales to remind 
him of the rule banning play- 
ers from gambling on matches 
after he revealed how he bad 
won £800 on a game. 

Scales said on last night's 
BBC Weekend Watchdog pro- 
gramme that he and a handful 
of his then Wimbledon team- 
mates had staked money on 
him to score the first goal in an 
FA Cup match against Sun- 
derland in 1994 and won. 

“What we did was just for a 
bit of fun. through naivety 
more than anything." he said. 
He added that he had only ever 
bet on football five or six times 
and would not do so again, 
given the FAs recent crackdown 
on gambling in the game. 

The FA is not expected to 
take any disciplinary action 
against Scales in the light of his 
admission. 


What was so wonderful about the near-success of 1967 was that it was so totally unexpected 


When you support a team 
which, within the space of 
three exquisite years, won the 
European Cup twice, the 
League Cup twice, the League 
Championship once and 
pulled in. also, a runners-up 
spot ia the League and a third 
Wembley appearance, then 
that side is likely to be your all- 
time favourite. Certainly, the 
names of Shilton, Birtles, 
Robertson ct al are burned 
deeply into the red and white 
souls of Forest’s supporters. 
Yet. for older fans, the team 
which, a decade earlier, failed 
narrowly to win the Double, 
holds a special magic. 

What was so wonderful 
about the near-success of 1967 
was that it was so totally unex- 
pected. Looking back now, the 
breathtaking success of the late 
70s seems like an impossible 
dream, h did not seem so then. 
The rest of the world may re- 


member what it was doing 
when it heard that Kennedy bad 
been shot but Forest fans recall 
with delirious clarity what they 
were doing when they heard 
that Brian Clough was to be- 
come the new manager. I was 
being given a lift home after a 
lunchtime pint when we were 
waved down by a mutual friend 
who yelled the news across the 
street He was bundled into the 
car and we relumed to my 
house where we spent the af- 
ternoon sinking mugs of coffee 
and discusring the future under 
Brian Gough. By the time they 
left we had presented Forest 
with every cup in Europe. 

Wonderful though the fol- 
lowing years were, they repre- 
sented just a faithful reading of 
the script The surprise was not 
that success came, but that it 
was not sustained. For Clough, 
the line between brilliant 
improvisation and eccentric 


FAN’S EYE VIEW 

No-232 NOTTINGHAM FOREST 
BY STEPHEN SHAW 


blunder was, sometimes, a fine 
one. 

By contrast 1967 came as a 
complete shock. The previous 
season had seen a narrow escape 
from relegation. For me. that 
season had brought a particu- 
lar humiliation. As a student at 
Hull University, I had been de- 
lighted when the FA Cup draw 
had sent Forest to play the 
Third Divirion locals al Booth- 
feny Park. I went along to en- 
joy the expected ritual slaughter. 
The game provided a spectacle 
of bungling inadequate de- 
molished by superior talent. 
Hull won, I was asked the score, 
for weeks to come, by grinning 
faces that I hardly knew. 


Back in Nottingham auger 
took the form of a petition de- 
manding the signature of Joe 
Baker. The idea was absurd. 
If Forest's hesitant forays into 
the transfer market took them 
to other First Division clubs 
IbeD it was to buy reserves, not 
current England internation- 
al centre forwards. Baker's ar- 
rival symbolised the shocks to 
come. A return from long- 
term injury of Frank Wignall, 
another international striker, 
and the emergence of the 
brilliant winger, Ian Storey- 
Moore, promised belter things 
for the future, but. as Christ- 
mas 1 966 approached. Forest 
lay in mid-table where they 


“entertained” crowds of 
around 22,000. 

Six straight wins around the 
new year shot the side to third 
place. The traditionally elegant 
also-rans added a touch of 
steel to undoubted skill. Not- 
tingham responded magnifi- 
cently. After so many false 
starts, this looked like the real 
thing. Crowds rocketed to over 
40,000. 

The dimax came in the 
sixth round of the FA Cup. 
There was a minute IcfL Bak- 
er was off die field injured. For- 
est and Evorlon shared four 
goals. No one fancied a return 
at Goodison. There was a mad 
scramble around the Evcrton 
goaf. Hearts soared and sank as 
the ball ping-ponged, as if in 
slow motion, off woodwork 
and bodies. Moore strained to 
reach the ball with his head. U 
drifted slowly through the air 
os if being pulled back by a su- 


pernatural force. ft crossed 
the line. 

Pandemonium. The release 
of sound and emotion was vol- 
canic. The human frame can 
take you no further down the 
road to ecstasy than this. 

Alas, it was the Iasi throw. 
Without Baker, the edge was 
gone. The gap below Man- 
chester United was too great. 
In the Cup, a rare long-range 
goal from Jimmy Greaves, put 
Forest behind Spurs in the 
semi-final. Terry Hennessey’s 
only mistake of the season let 
in Frank Saul for a second. 

The dream was put on hold 
for a decade. The year of (%7 
left us without a trophy hut with 
a memorable song 

Oh, we're better than Unit- 
ed, 

And we’re louder than the 
Kop. 

We 're second in the League. 

And hr should be at the top. 




Graham Turner is motivated by a day when he had *ne*er seen so many grown men crying’ Photograph: David Ashdown 


Why Ntamark 
needs to 
make mark 


The first round of the 

FA Cup takes places this 

weekend. PoulS^rnon 

says the GrtVauxhall. 
Conference leaders offer. 

one of the best 

prospects of an upset 


While mo 51 

compatriOtswillfocustheirat- 

teotioo on Wembley today, 
Charlie Ntamark wfll be con- 
centrating- until o'clock at 
least - on affaire at a less cele- 
brated English football venue. 

Ntamark, a former 
Cameroon international, played 
for Walsall for seven years but 
left at the end of last season to 
study law at Birmingham Uni- 
versity. In his spare time be now 
plays for the GM \feuxbaH Cod- 
fere nee side, Hednesford Tbwn, 
who visit Hull City this afternoon 
in the first round of the FA Cup. 

**1 wifi be looking out for the 
Cameroon result but I have got 
a game to play in as well, which 
is more important," he said. 
-This is going to be the first 
time I have played for a non- 
League ride against a League 
team in a Cup game, so it will 
be interesting. 1 have beeo on 
the receiving end of a shock re- 
sult before when Yeovil beat 
Wklsaii a few years ago and it 
wasn't a pleasant experience .” 

Hednesford have high hopes 
of victory over opponents who 
were recently celebrating their 
own giant-killing act. Mark 
Hateley’s team knocked Crystal 
Palace out of the Coca-Cola 
Cup, but today they are in 22nd 
place in the TTiird Division. 

Hednesford lead the Con- 
ference and their Cup exploits 
last season will give them par- 
ticular encouragement: after 
victories over Blackpool and. 
York City Hednesford gave 
Middlesbrough a scare or two 
before going down 3-2, 

Hednesford offer one of 
the best giant-killing possibili- 
ties oq a weekend when David 
and Goliath stories look hard 
to predict. Eight ties pit non- 
League dubs against one an- 
other, while 10 of the other 16 
minnows have been drawn 
away from home. 

However, four Conference 
teams with home advantage wfll 
fancy their chances. Hereford 
have the chance to earn revenge 
for their relegation by Brighton 
last season, Southport face York, 
Slough meet Cardiff, and Wok- 
ing. the greatest giant-killers of 
recent years, take on Southend. 

Woking are aiming to reach 
the second round for the ninth 
year in succession. Geoff Chap- 
pie, their long-serving manag- 
er. and Clive Walker, the 
former Chelsea winger, have 
both mewed on. but John Mc- 
Govern, the former Notting- 
ham Forest midfielder, has 
taken over the reins and con- 
tinues the good work. 

Hendon (against Leyton 
Orient) and Margate (against 
Fulham) are the other non- 
Lcaguc teams with home ad- 
vantage against League 
opposition. While the downfall 
of Kevin Keegan's Fulham to- 
morrow would provide the big- 
ger shock, Hendon appear lo 
have the better chance of glory 
against opponents from the bot- 
tom half of the Third Division. 

Blyth Spartans aim to add to 
their legend when they face one 
of the great names of Cup 
history. Blackpool while last 
season s headline-makers. 
Chesterfield. wiU hope not to go 
into role reversal at home to 
Northwich Victoria. 
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My idol returns - the man who made winter tans acceptable 



THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


The pink champagne wasflow- 
ing yesterday as football man- 
agers all over the country 
celebrated a victory in our fight 
for better conditions. You may 
not have read too modi about 
our blockade as the Murdoch 
press, anxious to protect Sky’s 
licence to print money, refused 
lo report it but I can inform you 
tf was a stunning, success. 

We took the campaign to 
Lancaster Gate and picketed 
the Football Association and 
Premier League. It was cold 
but Kevin Keegan organised 
the Harrods soup wagon to 
feed us and Tferry Vfenables sent 
along a few copies of his game. 
The Manager, to keep us 
amused. Unfortunately Kevin 
got so annexed at loang to Fer- 
gie he threw the pieces into the 

road where the soup wagon ran 

them over. 

Neither Kev or the wagon 
turned up the next day bat Jack 
Chariton wandered into Hyde 
Park with his 12-bore and 


bagged some rabbit and pheas- 
ant ^ - or were they peacock? W; 
cooked them ever a barbie 
made from all those cards ad- 
vertising “massages’ 1 in the lo- 
cal telephone boxes (apart 
from one card I kept for his- 
torical purposes). 

The FA, upset at being ob- 
scured by shk^ now promsed 
us “a fiJl and frank enquiry with 
the utmost urgency”, but we 
weren't having that We could 
all be sacked by the time that 
was finished - or dead. 

This ted lo an escalation in 
our campaign. We forced 
Richard Keys and Andy Gray 
to admit a live Sky televised 
game was abysmal to watch. 
Thanks to Joe Kinnear and 
Martin O'Neill for arranging ii 

However, this still didn't 
achieve our objectives. The 
FA tried to fob us off with the 
offer of a knee-length sheepskin 
coat, box of Havanas and a sti- 
ver cigar tighter each, but we 
said no despite an impassioned 


address from an honorary vice- 
president and former active 
member, John Bond. 

Eventually we were forced 
to storm the building and Kel- 
ly the Jelly and Bert the Inert 
were held hostage m the Mark 
Dennis Disciplinary Room un- 
til the FA gave way. First we 
twisted a few arms to get 
Howard Wilkinson’s Charter for 

Quality passed by the FA Coun- 
cil (a few videos of their activ- 
ities cm FA jollies, and a threat 
to send them to the press and 
their wives, did the trick). That 
persuaded Howard, our mole 
in the FA, to turn down 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

Then Wednesday were en- 
couraged to bring back one of 
the legends of the game, a hero 
to us afl, in Big Ron. He is, l 
am not ashamed to admit, an 
idol He made chunky jew- 
ellery, designer sunglasses,, 
dodgy defences and winter 
tans acceptable. He also set 
standards of punditry which en- 


sured we all had a chance of a 
spell alongside Brian Moore. 
Welcome back Ron, and any 
chance of three points when we 
play Wednesday in a few 
weeks? 

AH that excitement meant 
1 missed out on a bit of con- 
troversy at the Old Cornfield 
It emerged that the chairman, 
Sir Hirezn Firem, bad given a 
personal donation of £500,000 
to the local Tory Party the day- 
before the local council's plan- 
ning Committee passed our 
application for a new stand at . 
the Graveyard End 
• There had been quite a lot 
of opposition to this, mainly 
from relatives of all the bod- 
ies we need to dig up to sink 
the foundations. However, the 
councaJ appreciated that a town 
this size needs a Premiership 
dub and we can't sustain our 
place if we don't expand. When 
news of the donation emerged 
there was a brief problem with 
one of the opposition council- 


lors but he’s now been so con- 
vinced by our arguments he's 
even agreed his construction 
firm will build it for us. 

We were thinking of run- 
ning a competition for the 
name of the new stand but it 
now looks like being called 
‘The Sir Hrrem Firem Stand". 
Even the fanzine is fairly hap- 
py with that they onty want to 
add one word; “Memorial". 

We’ve no fixture today be- 
cause it’s international week so 
we're taking the team to the 
Canaries for a short break. 
Norwich is lovely in November. 
Unfortunately Shaun Prone 
can't make-it because he has a 
chest infection after acciden- 
tally stabbing himself with a 
poppy. Ivor Niggle is also out, 
he sustained a groin problem 
during filming for one of those 
fake videos we sent to the FA 
councillors. 

Bony Gaffer was talking to 
Glenn Moore 


Major 
weekend 
fixtures 
and pools 
check 


3.0 unless stated; off times GMT 

TODAY 

World Cup play-offs 
Second leg 

Bdewm (1) v Rep of Ireffl ..{70) 
(at King Bauaouki stadium. 


Big Ron back, 
at least until 
the summer 


Italy (1) v Russia (1) (7A5) 

(at Stadb San Paolo, Naples) 
Ukraine (O) v Croatia (2) (50) 
(at Republican stadium, Kiev) 
'togx&ia (7) v Hungary (I _J (4Q) 
(at Rad Star stadium, Belgrade) 

International 

friendlies 

England v Cameroon (5X9 
(at Wembley stadium) 
Germany v South Africa (50) 
(at Rheinstadbn, Dussefdorf) 

Nationwide League 
First Division 

1 Bradford City v Tranmere .. 

2 Chariton v Crewe 

3 Huddersfield v Reading .... 

4 Norwich v Md desbrou gh.. 

5 Nottm Rarest v S i ri ng ha m 

6 Oxford Utd v Bury 

7 Port Vale v West Bromwich 
S Portsmouth v Sunderland 

9 QPRvStoka 

10 Sheffield Utd v Man Cfty.. 

11 Stockport v Swindon 

12 Weaves v Ipswich — 

FA Cup first round 

- Barnet v Watford ...... 

- BWerieayv Wisbech 

13 Bfackpool v Btyth Spartans 

- Bournemouth v Heybridge 

14 Brentford v Colchester .... 

- Bristol City vMfflwal 

15 Cartels v Wigan- 

16 Carsha/ton v Stevenage .. 

- Cheltenham v Tiverton 

- Chester v Wnsford 

17 Chesterfield v Northwfch.. 

- DarBngton v SoBhuH 

16 Exeter v Northampton ...... 

- Fambarough v Dagenham 

19 Hartlepool v Macclesfield 

- Hayes v Boreham Wood .. 

- Hendon v Leyton Orient (ZCj 

- Hereford v Brighton — .... 

20 Hufl v Nednesfartf 

- Bosston v Boston UW 

21 King's lynn v Bromsgrove 

22 Lhcoh City v Gahebcrough 

23 Luton v Torquay 

24 Morscambe v Eiriey 

25 Oldham v Mansflald ~ 

26 Plymouth v Cambridge Utd 

27 Preston v Doncaster 

28 Rochdale v Wrexham — 

29 Rotherham v Burnley 

30 Sarthorpe v Scarborough 

31 Shrewsbury v Grimsby .... 

- Stoogh v CartJff.. 

32 Southport v York 

- WalsaB v Lincoln Utd 

33 Wbkfng v Southe nd-.-- — 

34 Wycombe v Basingstoke. . 

Belfs Scottish 


Premier Division 

35 Aberdeen v Rangers 

36 Cettic.v Motherwell ... — ■ 

37 Dunfermfae v Htoemian .. 

38 Hearts v St Johnstone .-* 

39 Klmamock v Dundee Utd 

First Division 

40 Airdrie v Morton 

41 Dundee v Ayr — - — 

42 HamSton v FaKrk - 

43StM5nanvRaith — 

44Sfirfing vPartjck — — 

Second, Division 
45 EastFife v CSyda 
45 Briar tf Queenr«*tf» ; So** 

47 Uvktgston v BredJ 

48 Stenhousemur v Clyde-.- 


Ron Atkinson became 
Sheffield Wednesday 
manager for the second 
time yesterday. But; as 
Jonathan faster reports, he 
might not fast long. 


The Christmas tree in Hills- 
borough's foyer is a patently 
temporary presence, decorated 
in minimalist style. Ron Atkin- 
son should last longer than 
12th Night, but scope for elab- 
orate dealing will be minimised 
during his second period as 
Sheffield Wednesday manager. 

The giant Redwood of foot- 
ball management yesterday 
signed a contract which lasts only 
until the end of the season. It 
could be characterised as spade- 
work for a young sapling, with 
one priority task. 

David Pleat was sacked 13 
days ago after a sequence of 
grotesque defeats left a gifted but 
increasingly demoralised team 
bottom of the Premiership. 
Atkinson was the man they want- 
ed to take Wfednesday upwards, 
their chairman, Dave Richards, 
said yesterday. But he could not 
dispel the impression that what 
they wanted was determined 
only by who they could get 

Howard Wiflansoo, Danny 
Wilson, Martin O’Neill and Jim 
Smith had claims or aspirations 


to the job bait, for the time being, 
bad commitments elsewhere. 
The one available manager with 
strong Sheffield credentials and 
proven ability was the one dis- 
missed by the Spice Girls. 

Apart, of course, from Old 
Spfce-or Judas, as Atkinson was 
branded in 3991 as be left Hills- 
borough for Aston VDla and fans 
defaced his parking bay. Those 
memories were vivid this week 
as he asked local journalists if it 
wassafetoretum.lt was -even 
one of the *91 school of graffiti 
artists was beard outside the Park 
Tavern saying Ron was the best 
man for the immediate task. 

There are better players at 
Wednesday now, Atkinson said, 
than when he todk over in com- 
parably parlous circumstances in 
February 2989. He turned to- 
wards the Kopand talked about 
inspiring again its great, rolling 
roar. Perhaps he remembered 
the roar beneath which, three 
months into first first spell, Dean 
Barrick struck a fourth consec- 
utive comer. Steve Whitton’s 
head beat Gary Paflister’s to the 
ball, Wednesday stayed up and 
Middlesbrough were relegated. 

But Atidnson took Wednes- 
day down the next season, a 
team of seven internationals 
barged out of the First Division 
by Pleat’s Luton Tbwn. 

It was a more coy, minimaF 
ist Atidnson yesterday than many 



Back in the spotlight: Ron Atidnson in Sheffield yesterday 


will recall- He arrived this time 
from Coventry, not Madrid. His 
face is still polished mahogany, 
as if he uses Pledge for after 
shave. B^i there was no jewellery, 
not even cuff finks, and there was 
dirt behind his finger nails. 

“The impression I've been 
given is that there has been a big 
groondsweH of support towards 
roe coming bade,’’ Atidnson said. 
There had been “one or two tick- 
les" for jobs abroad, be sought 
challenges, more than anything 
else, and Wednesday could fin- 
ish in a comfortable poation. Af- 
ter that, “I would be very happy 
in some sort of capacity." 

The 5-0 defeat of Bolton last 


weds had been “atrasBive result”, 
and behind that remade may lie 
arrangements of massive signifi- 
cance. Peter Sbxeeves, Pleat’s as- 
sistant, prepared the team for that 
game. Three erstwhile injured 
players suddenly recovered. 
Shreeveswifl be staying at the dub. 
Sources claim he has the confi- 
dence of the players and his con- 
tinued influence was a condition 
erf tire offer matte to Atkinson. 

Atkinson spoke warmly of 
“Shreevesie”. They first met 
when Atkinson the centre-half 
tripped Shreeves the centre-for- 
ward and conceded a penally. 
Atkinson chuckled at the mem- 
ory, and settled down to watch 


Photograph: Allsport 


his new players in a friendly 
against Huddersfield Tbwn. 

He is 58 now, and a manag- 
er for the seventh time. It is 
probably his last to tunabigdub, 
and there is money to spend if 
he needs to - perhaps as much 
as £Jftn. “Rot hasa contract un- 
til the end of the season. 
Wednesday win then take a look 
at the long-term effects and see 
whether he is the man to take us 
forward," Richards said. 

They will probably axe him 
next summer, but Ron Atkinson 
has a chance of something more 
enduring at Hillsborough. Un- 
like the Christinas tree, he may 
yet become part of the furniture. 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 
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Third Division 

- Berwick vQuoerts Pa/K...- 

- Dunbarton vAtotonBCP^ 

- EastStWngvCcwderibewh 

- Montrose v Atoa 

- Bobs County V Mxoatn .. 

TOMORROW 

FA Cup fire* rt>und 

Mamate v ftflhani (fo) 
JK-fcCaiity v Oohwyn Bay fl2£9 
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SI DELINES 

Blues in red on 
Forest deals 


Trevor Francis has had a TUp 

rough ride from Binning- 

ham fans during their slide \j y t A"r ILL j 

down the Fhst Division ^ 

as the man whose goal q 

brought the European Cup to Nottingham Fooam 1 979 
the visiting manager may receive an unusually awl recep- 
tion at the ply Ground today. , 

Britain's first £lm footballer when be left Bmninghamfor 
Forest, Francis was the most vaunted of the num erous play- 
ers wbo moved between the dubs during the Brian Clough 
era. Kenny Bums, an undisciplined striker at St Andrew Si 
blossomed into Fbolballer of the Year after being convert- 
ed into a defender in the East Midlands. 

B^WkhAceatrerfbswardmCtough'scfaamiBonslnps^ 

uneaten hnnehtfrom Bhies. CoBnlbdd and Jim Montgomery 


made the same snort nop, /vrcnie uanmu gums 

5 jje way. Paul Hart and Steve Wvgley, now on Dave Bassett’s 


WtIWIMIf, — I J O - 

est, as would John Sheridan and Steve Sutton. 

Others who served both include Dave Mackay (as man- 
ager), Jim Bassett Tfeny Hennessey, Trevor Hockey and Ge- 
off \bwtten. Ratty years ago Basskt scored hi 14 out of 16 
garnw for Forest only to flop at Bumingfaam, who tend to 
have the worse of the deals. Neither, however, saw the best 
of Gary Bull, despite his striking feats at Barnet and relation 
to one of the region’s serial marksmen. 

Ten things that the 
Cameroon team 
might be missing today 


1 T]he excitement of pot- 
holes. Under 12 per cent 
of Cameroon’s 20.000 
miles of roads are paved 
or sealed. 

2 Acho. Not to be 
sneezed at, achu is a sta- 
ple dish made from cocoy- 
ams and is typically eaten 
with yellow soup. 

3 ‘33’ Export beer. “Thstes 
nice when it's chilled,” 
said a nice chilled High 
Commission spokesman, 
who sounded like an ex- 
pert. 

4 Tan-ton weekend. 
Cameroon's popular Sun- 
day TV consumer enter- 
tainment show, a 
tantalising cross between 
the Money Programme 
and Noel’s House Party. 

5 Makossa. Sexy dance 
music popularised by sax- 
ophonist Manu Dibango, 
with a name deriving from 
die word Aosa -to strip off. 


6 The Cameroon Tribune. 
Unbiased, informative, 
comprehensive, up-to- 
date newspaper. (Ac- 
cording to its main 
backers, the government) 

7 The Konip national 
park and rainforest One 
of the world's richest and 
most unspoilt equatorial 
ecosystems. 

8 Pygmy hunter-gather- 
ers. 

9 Joint affinity to England 
and France. Cameroon is 
the only officially bilingual 
country in Africa, and a 
place where dog and frog 
are not slang, but menu 
items. 

10 Ndole - bitter leaves 
with nuts and spice. The 
Cameroon ride could be 
forgiven for thinking it is 
common in England, with 
the words ‘Spice’, ‘leaves’, 
■bitter' and ‘nuts’ being so 
common this week. 



NAME OF THE GAME 

No 9: WYCOMBE WANDERERS 


Originally formed in 1884 as North Tbwn Wanderers fry fur- 
niture trade workers (the club’s nickname of “Chairboys" 
derives from High Wycombe’s tradition as a furniture-mak- 
ing town), the club changed its name to Wycombe Wan- 
derers in 1887. The name is believed to derive from the 
most famous of all the pioneering teams in the early years 
of the FA Cup, The Whnderers, who visited the Bucking- 
hamshire town in 1877 as Cup holders for a second-round 
tie against the original High Wycombe club. The Wander- 
ers won 9-0 and went on to win the Cup that season for 
the fifth and last time before disbanding in 1882. 













THE INDEPENDENT 

SATURDAY 

IS NOVEMBER 1997 


Stage set for 

England 

understudies 


To many people today’s 
England international 
against Cameroon at 
Wembley is just a 
meaningless friendly. It 
isn’t to the players- 
With the World Cup 
just seven months away, 
and England not playing 
again until February, this 
is their chance to leave a 
lingering impression over 
the winter months. 

Qenn Moore reports from 
Bisham Abbey. 


Wembley’s casting conch wel- 
comes a dutch of aspirants this 
evening as auditions open for 
the potentially award-winning 
role of Alan Shearer’s under- 
study. 

With the Newcastle United 
striker still a far horn certain 
starter for England in France next 
summer. Robbie Fowler. Andy 
Cole and Chris Sutton are seek- 
ing the chance to nudge Ian 
Wright aside as understudy-elect 

With the less promising po- 
sition of David Seaman's reserve 
also up for grabs, along with de- 
fensive and midfield positions, 
there is much of interest in 
tonight’s match against the po- 
tentially awkward Cameroon, 
one of the World Cup's earliest 
qualifiers. 

As Wright is lacking form and 
confidence and nursing an ankle 
injury he is unlikely to start, nor 
is Sutton who is new to the 
squad. This leaves Fowler and 
Cole as the most likely first con- 
tenders and who plays may de- 
pend on whether Paul Scbolesis 
fit alter a chest cold. 

If Scboles does (Hay, Cole, 

' who has played only 33 minutes 
in two substitute appearances for 
England, may get the nod but 
Fowler remains favourite. He 
has started twice, come on as 
substitute four times and scored 
once so far. His ability to take 
chances is not in doubt but his 
ability to find them at interna- 
tional level remains unproven as 
does his temperament after 
three dismissals for retaliation. 

“He has talent." said Hoddle 
yesterday, “but there are things 
in his game which be needs to 
improve on at this leveL You are 
marked tighter so movement 
needs to be a lot subtler, your 


touch and bold-op (Hay is im- 
portant Yon need to keep the 
ball in international football 
. and the hardest place to do so 
is in the last third. It took Alan 
Shearer and Teddy Shermgham 
time to get that assurance.” 

Unfortunately for Fowler he 

does not have that much time. 
"As I know myself;" added Hod- 
dle, “it takes 10 to IS games to 
make - or break - an interna- 
tional player and not many get 
that opportunity. The jump 
from League football to in- 
ternational is massive. The only 
way to find out if he can score 
at international level is try giv- 
ing him games but I only have 
six to play with, not 14. U play- 
ers get an opportunity they 
must take their chance as Paul 
Scboles did.” 

On Fowler's disciplinary 
problems Hoddle added: “He 
needs more settling time. All 
you ask of young players is 
that they learn from mistakes. 
It was a silly sending-off a few 
weeks ago {against Bolton] and 
it is only him who loses from it. 

"I’ve not spoken to him 
about that Sometimes you want 
to see if players learn them- 
selves. He is young enough to do 
that but sometimes it needs ex- 
plaining. He has tremendous 
ability and I have belief in him.” 

Since Cameroon are noted 
for their tackling this could be 
a good test of Fowler’s tem- 
perament 

With five substitutes allowed 
out Of eight on the bench, Cote 
should also get a chance as' 
should whichever goalkeeper 
between Nigel Martyn and Ian 
Wdker starts on the bench. The 
in-form Martyn should start. 

In defence, Rio Ferdinand 
may win his first cap while Andy 
Hinchcliffe and Phil Neville 
contest the left-flank position in 
the absence of Graeme Le Same 

In midfield Gascoigne seems 
a likely starter alongside Paul 
Ince, who retains the captaincy. 
With Shearer, Sheringham, Tboy 
Adams and Stuart Pearce all out 
that was to be expected but it is, 
said Hoddle, bemuse of the job 
he did in Rome not by default 

The performance is the main 
thing, but the result may be • 
more important than fust ap- 
pears. Fife are yet to decide 
whether to use their rankings in 
deciding seedings for the World 
Cup draw and a win will keep 
England highly placed. 


Mboma expects tough task 


Patrick Mboma, (he Cameroon 
striker, is relishing the challenge 
of facing England at Wembley 
tonight but believes that Glean 
Hoddle's side are the clear 
favourites to win. 

Mboma, 27, is in top form at 
the moment, having scored 10 
goals in his 11 international ap- 
pearances, including six in 
Cameroon's unbeaten qualifi- 
cation route to next year’s 
World Cup finals. 

But he warned that 
Cameroon would have trouble 
in recording their first win over 
England at the third attempt. 


having lost in the 1990 World 
Cup quarter-finals and at Wem- 
bley in 1991. 

Mboma, who plays his dub 
football in Japan, said: “We are 
11 players against 11 playeis so 
we will try to win. But I think it's 
70*30 for England. The English 
national team is veiy strong. The 
last time I saw them was against 
Italy recently and they played 
very good footbalL” 

The Cameroon coach, Jean 
Manga, has brought what is vir- 
tually a full-strength squad to 
E ng l a nd, including several play- 
ers based with European teams. 



Glenn Hoddle: There are seven months to go to the World Cup so I can’t get too excited, but it is a superb feeling to know you are there* 


Photograph: Adam Buder/PA 


Hoddle’s French campaign begins at Wembley 


Even in the euphoric 
aftermath of England’s 
World Cup qualification 
in Rome last month, 
Glenn Hoddle was quick 
to stress his job was ’only 
half-done*. With England 
playing Cameroon at 
Wembley today, the 
England coach spoke to 
our Football 
Correspondent, 

Gtenri Moons, about his 
plans for the next seven 
months. 


This is the job that drove Don 
Revie to the desert, turned 
Bobby Robson grey and had 
Graham Thylor waiting up at 
night with his. pyjamas 
drenched in sweat. Even Terry 
Venables was drowned under a 
tide of litigation, personal 
criticism and Football Associ- 
ation whispers. 

After 18 months of being 
England coach, Glenn Hoddle 
ought, at least, to be nervous or 
defensive with the press and 
showing a greying or receding 
bamet. Not a bit of it, he is all 
smiles and jokes and, close up, 
still looks young enough to 
play. Watching him on the 


training pitch at Bisham Abbey 
this week he still seems good 
enough to do so as welL 

Hoddle is getting used to 
confounding expectation. ~He 
was seen as too young and too 
soft when he was appointed last 
year. Not a bit of it, the 40-year- 
old has made a virtue of his 
relative youth - from David 
Beckham to Matt Le Tissier 
current players quote Hoddle 
as their idol - and he has a 
steely sense of purpose. 

Having steered England to 
the World Cup finals for the 
first time in eight years he now 
h as to plan their campaign in 
France next summer beginning 
with today’s friendly with 
Cameroon. It is a mission he is 
clearly relishing for it requires 
assessment of his players’ talent 
and their temperament. 

“I need to know which 
players have the right tempera- 
ment to play at this leveL,” he 
said as we sat under the 
portraits of Elizabethan nobles 
in Bisham’s Warwick Room 
yesterday. 

“It is being able to play on 
the big occasions like Rome, 
they don't come much bigger 
than then. It is what you can see 
of a player in the week and how 

and whether it starts to change 
on match day - or even when 
he goes down the tunnel on to 


the pitch. They are the things 
you need to be aware of and are 
looking for all the time, you 
know players can handle that 
they have the temperament. ' 

“You can all the talent in the 
world but ..." He gestures out- 
side, past the damp tennis 
courts and the russet-leaved 
trees to the practice pitch. “I 
look at the training ground 
here and there is a lot of talent. 
There is not much to choose be- 
tween certain players, but it is 
the ones who can lake that on 
to the pitch at Premiership 
level, European level and, the 
ultimate stage, international 
level The bigger the game, the 
more you get to know about 
your players." 

Hoddle has six matches to 
determine his 22-man World 
Cup squad. Cameroon are first, 
Sweden and Portugal are among 
posable future opponents along 
with, depending on next month’s 
draw, Colombia, another 
African side and, perhaps, a 
weaker team for the final match. 

“It is no good just having 
different styles of opposition, 
you need good opposition," he 
said. “It is a juggling act between 
having the continuity of winning 
matches with balanced teams 
and being able to give other 
players chances as you can lose 
a key player at any time. 


‘Then there are the me- 
chanics of planning a squad, 
getting both the right mix of 
players and of personalities. 

• “Say I lose Raul Scholes 
and Tfeddy Sheringham, not 
out-and-out goalscorers but 
people who score goals. Then 
I might think X need three 
‘goalscorer’ types like Alan 
Shearer, Robbie Fowler, lan 
Wright and Andy Cole. But if 
there are other options, like 
Paul and Tfeddy, I might think 
J can get away with iwo ” 

Then there is the group 
interaction- T know from two 
World Cups and two Euro- 
pean Championships as a 
player that that is one of the 
most important aspects. 

“Things go wrong some- 
times and it is because of bore- 
dom and being in each others’ 
pockets for six weeks. It is 
human nature. 

“There is not much freedom 
when you are in training and in 
a camp situation. It is veiy im- 
portant how wc deal with that, 
we have to consider the men- 
tality of our players. What is 
right for Germany and Brazil is 
not right for ours. 

“In a borderline case I might 
go for the person with the 
healthier temperament around 
the camp. 

"There comes a time when 


it gpes flat It did in Le Tbumoi 
and it was exactly when I ex- 
pected it to. It will happen in 
the World Cup preparation so 
you have to think about it. 
There might be periods when 
I don’t have everyone together 
for a long time. 

“I still got to look at med- 
ical side, take on advice, but we 
will look at things like the fam- 
ily situation. In Colorado [be- 
fore the 1986 World Cup) wc 
had a week with the wives out 
hut the distance is different this 
time around. France is just an 
hour and a half away and there 
are different options." 

Once the tournament starts 
the hope is that momentum will 
provide the lift. “With Le 
Toumoi It went flat before we 
played Brazil but wc had al- 
ready won the tournament so 
it was different to going into a 
quarter-final or. please God, a 
semi-final That's enough to 
keep it boiling.” 

As part of the long-term 
bonding exercise. Hoddle, bis 
staff and the squad went out on 
Tuesday for a meal Wine was 
allowed and a good time had 
hy all accounts. “It was a way 
of saying well done for 
qualifying.” Hoddle explained. 
“Les Ferdinand came and Alan 
Shearer and Stuart Pearce 
could have but they had 


problems with the distance and 
their rehabilitation. 

“We went to an Italian 
restaurant - well we had to 
really - and it was an important 
occasion. It was the right time 
for it and the players appreci- 
ated it" 

Such a mood seemed a dis- 
tant prospect when England lost 
at home to Italy in February but, 
insisted HoddlerT always felt 
we could win the group, even 
after we lost at home to Italy. 

“I needed time to get ideas 
across. You need time to work 
with your players and progress 
as a team. In this game things 
are looked at instantly. It has 
taken me 18 months to do with 
England wbat you would do in 
six weeks pre-season and four 
or five games at club level 

"We are progressing and if 
we continue to do so there is a 
great opportunity for us. There 
are seven months to go so I 
can't get too excited, but it is a 
superb feeling to know you 
are there, that you have this mo- 
mentum to grow. But we don’t 
want too much too soon, 

“There is a lot of planning 
that's been done and a lot of 
preparation to do. We now 
have to win matches on the way 
while doing things with the 
team. It is a different challenge 
to qualifying." 


The goalscorer’s art: why the elaborate choreograpy is not always a cause for celebration 



OLIVIA 

BLAIR 

FINDS LITTLE 
TO APPLAUD 
AFTER A GOAL 
IS SCORED 


Highbury witnessed five great 
goals last Sunday, but the 
manner in which they were 
celebrated has rather taken 
the gloss off at least three of 
them. 

Hist, Patrick Vieira, injured 
himself celebrating Arsenal’s 
second; then Tbddy Shering- 
ham kissed his badge after 
netting his brace and was re- 
ported to the police by an 
irate Arsenal fan who deemed 
the gesture to be “provocative" 

Vjeira was unfortunate, 
Sheringham just unwise, since 
Highbury is a ground where he 
will ahvays be persona non gra- 
ta. He had been incessantly 
goaded by the Arsenal fans for 
being a Spurs old boy, al- 
though his gesture - aimed at 
showing where his loyalties 
now lie - was hardly likely to 
placate the boo-boys. 

In fact. Spurs fans have 
more right to feel aggrieved at 
the ease with which Shering- 


ham appears to have forgotten 
his roots. At any rate, the ob- 
jection was rich coming from 
a fan of the dub which pays lan 
Wright’s wages. 

Arsenal’s striker honed his 
shooting skills at Selhurst Park 
but' became the most unpop- 
ular man in SE25 when be 
kissed his Arsenal badge on his 
return to his old stamping 
ground, "folk about biting the 
hand that fed you. 

That, however, is just one 
of the celebrations in Wright's 
repertoire, so much so that 
there was (almost) as much in- 
trigue over how he would cel- 
ebrate breaking Cliff Bas tin's 

record as when he would break 

it. In the event, even the EA - 
who issued a circular asking 
players to keep their shirts on 
after Duncan Ferguson went 
topless to celebrate scoring in 
his first Merseyside derby - 
turned a blind eye to Wight 
baring his chest to reveal a T- 


shirt with the inscription: “ 179 
- Just Done It”. 

There have been endless 
variations on this theme - 
Fowler went back-lo-firmt, Ra- 
vanelli went headless - and on 
goal celebrations as a whole. 

And while the previous two 
decades had given us Mick 
Chaxmon’s windmill and Hugo 
Sanchez's backflip (later to be 
championed by Peter Bea- 
grie), H was Roger Milla's wig- 
gle of the hips at the comm flag 
after Cameroon’s victory over 
Argentina in ItoUa 90 that re- 
ally started the rot 

Some might argue that ex- 
travagant celebrations are all 
part of the show formerly 
known as football - OK if you 
like that sort of thing. I can live 
with AspriUa’s cartwheel and 
even CoUymore's gun-toting 
(since it's rarely seen these 
days) but I can't take any 
more of Chelsea's stage pro- 
ductions or Aylesbury’s ducks 


or variations on the Bcbe- 
lo/Romurio cradling scene (as 
witnessed at Darlington last 
weekend). 

You'd have thought 
Chelsea might have toned it 
down a little. After all they 
were already missing their 
Nigerian defender Cdcstine 
Babayaro ( injured celebrating 
a pre-season goal) when Frank 
Sinclair was fined for doing a 
Sammy Nelson on scoring ear- 
lier this season. On Lhe con- 
trary, their latest showpiece 
involves kissing the scorer’s 
boots, although to he fair if 
you're Frank Lcbocuf and 
hardly ever score then you’re 
going to make a song and 
dance out of doing so. 

If you’re Marco Negri, how- 
ever, and you score (at least 
once) almost every week, then 
it's nothing to write home 
about. Which might explain 
why Rangers' Italian striker is 
expressionless when he scores. 


in stark contrast to the man 
whose goalscoring mantle he's 
inherited at Ibrox. 

Ally McCoist’s goal cele- 
brations usually involve noth- 
ing more elaborate than u 
wide smile and open arms in 
the manner of most classic 
strikers - Dalglish, Shearer, 
Lineker. Rush and Gerd 
Muller spring immediately to 
mind - whose celebrations 
arc as instinctive as the strike 
itself. Thai was certainly true 
of Denis Law's characteristic 
one-armed, pointed salute. 
(The only goal Law didn’t cel- 
ebrate in this way was the 
back-heel that relegated his old 
club Manchester United in 
1974.) 

But in mi Ligation ofover-thc- 
top celebrations you could com- 
pare goals to frill moons in that 
they make people do strange 
things. Andy Goram recalls 
jumping into the arms of a 
nearby policeman when 


Rangers scored a gains t Celtic 
once (luckily the policeman 
was wearing blue and while rib- 
bons); while the former Dundee 
United keeper Alan Main slid 
towards he fans so flamboyantly 
after a goal in a Dundee deity 
that he was fined for causing a 
breach of the peace. 

The celebration bandwagon 
has gathered such pace of tare 
(Barnet’s prolific striker Sean 
Devine apparently has a dif- 
ferent celebration for cveiy 
goal he scores, so his imagina- 
tion must be fertile) that it’s 
easy to forget referees are 
meant to book over-zealous 
playeis. In theory the FA daim 
celebrations are OK “as tongas 
they're kepi on the pitch", and 
in practice referees aren't keen 
on the directive. The Scottish 
ref Jim McGilvrny even re- 
signed last season., saying: 
“Haying to book Gaza for cel- 
ebrating a goal (against Panick 
Thisticj was the last straw. 


We're becoming like robots 
with a list of instructions." 

It was. of ttnuse, Gazza who 
enraged one half of Glasgow 
wth his flute-playing mime 
after his first Old Finn goal 
and Gazza, loo, who stage- 
managed the infamous den- 
tist’s chair celebration after 
«»nng against Scotland in 
Euro 96. Personally, however 

Stuart Pearce’s celebration af’ 

against Spain 
wtil huger longer in my mind. 
Like Marco Tkrdelli's unfor- 
gettable celebration of his 

anke in the J9S2 World Cun 

Anal »t was spontaneous rather 
than scripted. 

In fact the only scripted ce{- 
ebrahon I rate was the dive 
with which Jurgen Klinsmann 
announced his arrival in Eng. 

^football, ironically, he was 

asked to perform it by Char- 
Perhaps son 

should have given dad some 
better advice last Sunday. 
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WORLD CUP PLAY -OFFS 


Irish determined to 
keep dream alive 


As the Republic of 
Ireland prepare for 
tonight’s World Cup 

• play-off second leg, 

Andrew Longmore . in 
Brussels, finds Mick 
McCarthy playing all the 
psychological tricks 
^available to an 

International manager 


A potent blend of spirit, imag- 
ination, optimism, history and 
downright fantasy will propel 
Ireland towards qualification 
for their third successive World 
Cup finals here toni gh t 

The mix has worked before 
and 10,000 Irishmen in the King 
Baudouin Stadium - and a 1,000 
distant bars beade -will believe 
passionately that it will do so 
again, despite the evidence of the 
first leg in Dublin which ended 
1-1, but could have spelled the 
end of Ireland’s French dream 
i viso soundly were they outclassed 
"Vby a robust Belgian side. 

Managers have to show con- 
fidence at these times and Mick 
McCarthy, Barnsley-born and 
bred, has summoned much of his 
coal -miner’s belligerence to 
transform the mood in the Irish 
camp. 

“I've looked at the video of 
that first game and not seen any- 
thing to worry me,” McCarthy 
said yesterday. “We weren’t 
significantly outplayed.” 

Deep down, McCarthy 
knows that to be blarney and 
doubtless much of his psycho- 
logical preparation has been 
based on a slogan borrowed 
from New Labour that things 
• Tfan only get better. 

* “To be honest, I’m not really 
interested in what went wrong 
last time.” he said. “We’ve 
dqalt with all that. I am more 


interested in what we can do 
right this time." 

Unlike his predecessor. Jack 
Charlton, who would name his 
team several days before kick- 
off in the hope that his oppo- 
nents would be tempted into 
some unnecessary tactical tin- 
kering, McCarthy has been 
playing selectorial cat-and- 
mouse. 

As the best Irish displays in 
qualifying have come overseas, 
the key to bis thinking could be 
found in the side who per- 
formed so creditably, but with- 
out reward, in Romania. With 
five in midfield - Roy Keane, 
AnrtyTbwnseruTRayHot^htoa. 



McCarthy: Playing cat-and- 
mouse with selection 

Gary Kelly and Mark Kennedy 
- and David Connolly a lone 
striker, the Irish came dose to 
perfecting the counter-attacking 
style preached so strongly by Mc- 
Carthy since his first day in 
charge. 

Keane is missing through 
in jury and so is Denis Itwin, scor- 
er of Ireland’s early goal in 
Dublin. But Jeff Kenna is a 
ready-made replacement at full- 
back and Lee Carsley, one of a 
number of new recruits, has 
been pitched into the biggest 
game of his young life with a 
brief to subdue Luc Nilis, who 


Lombardo out for a month 
as Italy prepare for Russia 


Crystal Palace could be without 
Attflio Lombardo for up to a 
month after he picked up a 
thigh muscle injury in training 
with Italy yesterday. 

The 3 1-year-old former Ju- 
venilis player will definitely 
-miss the second leg of his coun- 
try's World Cup qualifyingplay- 
off against Russia in Naples this 
evening after sustaining the 
injury trying to back-heel the 
ball. 

i Lombardo, keen to impress 
the Italy coach Cesare Maldini, 
tried an elegant flick at the San 
Paolo stadium - and sprained 
the musdes in his right thigh. 

Maldini said; “We’re all dis- 
appointed for Lombardo, but 
he was trying to do something 
which perhaps wasn’t really 
him.” 

The Chelsea striker, Gian- 
franco Zola, will be kept guess- 
ing over whether he will return 
to Makfinfs starting line-up af- 
ter he made way for Fabrizio 
Ravanelli in the first leg, which 
ended is a 1-1 draw in Moscow 
on October 29. 

. It is likely to be a straight 
choice between Zola and the 
former Middlesbrough striker 
to accompany Pierluigi Casir- 
aghi in attack, with Mai dim say- 
ing: “The difference would 
only be in having that extra bit 
of power (with Ravanelli), 
while Zola is that bit more in- 
ventive.” 


World Cup 
update 

Europe . 

15mam.qpalfy {France quaBty i 


Italy would reach the finals 
in France next year with a goal- 
less draw thanks to their away 
goal scored by the now-injured 
Christian Vieri in Moscow. 

Maldini, however, has come 
under increasing pressure to 
produce a performance of flair 
that will send Italy, who have 
only foiled to qualify for the fi- 
nals once before, in 1 958, to the 



Cesare Makflnfc A 0-0 draw 
will see his team to France 

World Cup with some style. As 
if to demonstrate how impor- 
tant Mai dim's task is to Ital- 
ians, around 8,000 of them 
turned up at the San Paolo sta- 
dium in Naples to watch yes- 
terday's final tr aining session 
before the match. 

Tbe excitement of the oc- 
casion was too much for one 

fen, who ran on to tbe pitch and 

tackled a bewildered Roberto 


SSSBBSSnSESE 

Parlay; Uruguay vEcuBriot 


Dt Matteo before being 
dragged away by stewards. 

The Chelsea midfielder Di 
Matteo was unperturbed and is 
likely to keep his place in the 
team after an impressive per- 
formance in Moscow. 

Supporters in Naples have 
a reputation for being among 
the most fanatical in Italy - es- 
pecially when the Azzuxri are 
in town. Tickets for the game 
sold out within three hours 
and there is expected to be a 
capacity 73,000-strong crowd 

The Italians usually respond 
to the warmth of the Neapoli- 
tan support They have lost just 
three of their 20 matches 
played in the city. 

“With a 0-0 draw we’re on 
the tram to France,” said Mal- 
dihi. He added: “I understand 
the other argument and I re- 
spect it, but I think and reason 
with my head. 

“What happens nest for me 
is of little interest to me -wbai 
1 want is to stay in good health 
and to enjoy my family, while 
all tbe tune hoping to win 
matches. And that's aJL Just as 
it’s always been.” 

The former Eveiton winger 
Andrei Kanchelskis is set to 
miss out for Russia because of 
an injury picked up in the first 
leg. 

But Maldini added: “From 
wfial I understand, they loo are 
going to play to score goals, and 
in place of Kanchelskis they 
might play someone who has 
scored a few more goals lion 
him - Igor Simutenkov.” 


...And statistics 

Swindon defy the odds 


followed up his spectacular 
equaliser in Dublin with the fust 
of PSV's two goals against New- 
castle in the Champions’ 
League. “I hope it’s third time 
unlucky for him," Shay Given, 
the beaten goalkeeper both 
times, said. 

With Houghton passed fit, 
the injury worries have been 
banded over to Georges 
Leekens, the jovial Belgian 
manager. Marc Wilmots, so 
influential in Belgium’s mid- 
field, has foiled a fitness test on 
a hamstring; Eric van Meir 
and Nico van Kerckhoven have 
joined Lorenzo Staelens and 
Enzo Sdfo on the sidelines. 

The Brazilian-born Horen ti- 
na striker Luis Oliveira returns 
from suspension to partner 
Nilis up front and the Irish are 
not alone in their bewilderment 
at the omission from the squad 
of tbe temperamental but 
talented Gflles de Bilde, Nilis’s 
striking partner at PSV 

“The fact they can leave him 
out shows how many attacking 
options they have.” McCarthy 
said. Tbe young Bruges pair of 
Gen. Claessens and Eric De- 
flander come into a team show- 
ing five changes from Dublin. 

Belgium have qualified for 
every World Clip finals since 
1978 but statistics support the 
cliche that the game Mil be very 
tight In 13 meetings dating 
back to 1928, each side has won 
four, lost four and drawn five, 
conceding and scoring 23 goals 
apiece. Something wfll have to 
give tonight or it wifl be golden 
goal, penalties and Irish prayers 
all round. 
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The contrast at the top of the First 
Division could hardly be greater. While 
four of the top five are dubs which 
can justifiably claim to have genuine 
Premiership potential, the leaders are 
humble Swindon Town, who boast an 
average home gate of less than 9,000. 

Such is the quality of the First Divi- 
sion this season that although Swin- 
don’s four immediate pursuers are ail 
well-supported teams - Nottingham 
Forest (average gate 18,730), West 
Bromwich Albion (16,706), Sheffield 
United (18,448) and Middlesbrough 
(29,939) - not even they have the 
biggest following in the division. 

The two best-supported clubs are in 
fact in the bottom half of the table: 
Sunderland, with an average gate of 
30,033, -fie 129), while Manchester 


City (26,544) are only two places off 
the bottom. 

Glenn Noddle led Swindon to pro- 
motion into the Premiership five sea- 
sons ago - Hoddle then (eft to join 
Chelsea and his former charges lasted 
only one year in the top fight under 
John Gorman, his successor- but the 
Wiltshire club's achievement this sea- 
son under Steve McMahon would 
surely be even greater if they won pro- 
motion. 

At least half the clubs in this year’s 
First Division could make a strong 
case for their own Premiership poten- 
tial. Gates are booming, yet only six 
dubs are drawing smaller attendances 
than Swindon, whose gates are aver- 
aging less than in Hoddle's promotion 
year (10,715). in their Premiership " 


year Swindon's gates rose to an aver- 
age of 15,300. 

The make-up of the First Dwsron 
' changed markedly with this summers 
promotion and relegation. While three 
teams with substantial support 
dropped out of the Premiership - Not" 
tingham Forest, Sunderland and Mid- 
dlesbrough - they were replaced by 
Bolton, Barnsley and Crystal Palace, 
dubs with only moderate support 

However, the First Division inevitably 
lags well behind the Premiership in 
pulling power. The average gate in the 
Premiership is 28,000 and only six 
First Division clubs have grounds 

which can accommodate crowds of 
that size: Sunderland, Manchester City, 
Nottingham Forest, Middlesbrough, 
Sheffield United and Wolves. 


First Divisio n attendances 1 997-98 
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Chris Hay’s goals - 
have helped take 
Swhidon to the top of 
the First Division 
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Sutton will be staying, say Blackburn 


Blackburn Rovers insisted yes- 
terday they will not have to sell 
to boy. Rovexs manager Roy 
Hodgson has inquired about 
Lazio’s Pierluigi Casiraghi, but 
the Sene A side want to keep tbe 
Italian international, and Hack- 
bum said they wfll not have to 
sell Chris Sutton to finance bids 
fbrother players, despite reports 
linking tbe striker with a move 
to Arsenal. 

“Any inference that tbe chib 
has to sdl players in order to en- 
ter the market as buyers couldn’t 
be further from the truth,” the 
Blackburn chief executive, John 
VfilliaiDS, said. Hodgson added 
that be has had no contact with 
Arsenal about Sutton. 

Bryan Robson is hoping to 
solve his own goalsooriqg prob- 

SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 


lems by taking the Bolivian in- 
ternational, Jaime Moreno, hack 
toTfeesside. 

The Middlesbrough manag- 
er lost out to Crystal Palace for 
the Juventus striker Michele 
Fadovano earlier tins week, and 
Robson is trying to re-sign 
Moreno, currently playing for 
Vfeshington in the United States. 

Palace are looking to move 
up in the world and match tbe 
Premiership’s elite following 
yesterday’s decision of the chair- 
man, Ron Noades, to sell his 
stake in the dub. Businessman 
Mark Goldberg, who paid a re- 
ported £250,000 ;o become a 
nonexecutive director in August, 
is to buy 10 per cent of Noad- 
es’s shares for £3m, and be has 
until J%bniaiy to dedde whether 


to take up an option to buy a fur- 
ther 75 per cent share. 

”This deal wfll secure a strong 
financial future for Crystal 
Palace and directly fund the re- 
cent signing of Michele 
Padovano,” Noades said. 

Goldberg, managing director 
of a computer services group, 
would continue to work full-time 
if the deal went through, while 
Noades would continue in his 
current role at Palace, where he 
has been for nearly 17 years. 

Tbe Premier League con- 
firmed yesterday that they have 
signed a£100m deal for overseas 
television rights to Premiership 
games. The three-year deal with 
tbe Internationa} Management 
Group and Canal+ television 
company wfll begin m 1998-99. 


John Barnwell urged Football 
League dubs yesterday to follow 
the Premiership’s code of con- 
duct and save themselves a for- 
tune in legal fees. 

Barnwell the chief executive 
of tbe League Managers’ Asso- 
riation. said he was concerned by 
tbe number of outstanding com- 
pensation cases involving sacked 
managers. “Around £2m has 
gone out of the game to solid- 
tors in the last 18 months,” he 
said, “which is daft” 

The former Waives manag- 
er was concerned that the 
League did not have compen- 
satxm guidelines similar 10 those 
laid down by the Premiership, 
which force the dismissed man- 
ager and Jus former dub to set- 
tle tbe contract within 28 days. 


Old Firm minds on the task in hand 


Rangers and Celtic meet in the 
second leg of tl« Old Firm dou- 
ble header next Wednesday, but 
both are anxious to concentrate 
on today's opponents. Rangers 
travel to Aberdeen, while Cdtic 
face Motherwell at Parichead. 

The precarious position of 
both struggling dubs suggests 
straightforward victories, for 
the Old Firm sides, but neither 
Walter Smith nor Wim Jansen’s 
players want to be compla- 
cent. 

Celtic midfielder Andreas 
Thom has said that the overall 


standard of this season’s Pre- 
mier Division is tbe highest he 
can remember and he includes 
bottom dub Motherwell in that 
analysis. Alex McLeish’s side 
have lost out twice to Celtic al- 
ready this campaign, but on 
each occasion it was only by the 
odd goal, with Motherwell lead- 
ing 2rl at Fir Park before a late 
Bboys’ revivaL 

Thom said: “All our con- 
centrations! the moment is to- 
wards facing Motherwell 
tomorrow, only after that can 
we talk about Rangers again.” 


Despite coming out on top 
against Celtic courtesy of 
Richard Gough’s strike at Ibrox 
last week, the same caution is 
echoed by the Rangers de- 
fender Joachim Bjorklund. He 
said: “First there is an impor- 
tant trip to Aberdeen and we 
must not look any further for- 
ward than that.” 

Aberdeen will be managed 
fra tiie first and perhaps last time 
by tbe former Tbttenham man- 
ager Keith Burkinshaw. 
Burkinshaw, the director of 
football, has stepped in on a 


caretaker basis while the club 
find a replacement For Roy 
Aitken, sadsed on Monday af- 
ter his side had recorded just two 
wins from 12 games this season. 

Elsewhere, leaders Hearts 
will bid to continue their fine 
run of form against St John- 
stone at lynecastle where title 
talk is firmly discouraged by the 
manager Jim Jefferies. Dundee 
United will aim fora fifth con- 
secutive league win when they 
face Kilmarnock at Rugby Paric, 
while Dunfermline and Hi- 

bemian meet at East End fhrk. 


NATIONWIDE 
l.E AGUE PREVIEW 

City hope to 
turn the tide 
with Russell 

Frank Clark, the Manchester 
City manager, is hoping that his 
new signing, Craig RuseU, can 
help turn around his side’s 
poor start to the season. 

The 23-year old striker, 
signed in a £lm deal from Sun- 
derland that saw Nicky Sum- 
merbee go in the other 
direction, should go straight 
into a ark’s team, who travel to 
Sheffield United today. 

City are two places from the 
foot of the First Division and 
were beaten 1-0 at home last 
week by tbe bottom side, Hud- 
derefieldbut Russell is confident 
about the future under Clark. 

“I have complete forth in 
Frank - he is a top-quality 
manager,” Russell said. “Fm 
just desperate to play football 
and this dub are not going to 
be down the bottom of the table 

for long." 

Sheffield United, fourth in 
the First Division but only five 
points behind the leaders Swin- 
don with three games in hand, 
will play Simon Tracey in goal 
in place of Alan Kelly, who is on 
international duty with the Re- 
public of Ireland in Belgium. 

Swindon travel to Stock- 
port with a three-point cushion 
at the top of the table. They 
have been reinforced by Brian 
Borrows, signed from Coventry 
on a free transfer after a suc- 
cessful two-month loan spell 
Stockport are without their 
Canadian, Martin Nash, who is 
on international duty. 

Nottingham Forest play at 
home to Birmingham, who will 
play Tbny Cottee for the first 
time since the former West 
Ham striker joined on loan 
from Leicester. The Birming- 
ham defender Dareen Wassail 
wfll miss the game with his for- 
mer club due to suspension. 

The Middlesbrough man- 
ager, Bryan Robson, yester- 
day asked the England coach, 
Glenn Hoddle, to release Paul 
Merson for today’s game at 
Norwich if he is not involved 
. against Cameroon. Robson is 
already without three interna- 
tionals for the visit to Carrow 
Road, with Andy Townsend 
captaining Ireland in Belgium 
and Anthony Ormerod and 
Andrew Campbell with the 
England Under-18 squad play- 
ing Russia at Crewe last nighL 

Ipswich will give a debut to 
the former Manchester United 
youth team striker David John- 
son at Wolves after signing the 
21 -year-old from Bury in a 
£lm deal which saw the centre- 
back Chris Swailes and 
£800,000 go to Gigg Lane. 

Johnson will not have an 
easy debut at Molineux, despite 
having scored there for Bury 
earlier in the season. Mark 
McGhee’s team are unbeaten 
at borne so for this season and 
wfll be boosted by the return of 
the midfielders Simon Osborn 
and Michael Gflkes after in- 
juries. 

Queen’s Park Rangers’ care- 
taker manager, John Hollins, 
takes charge for the first time 
since the departure of Stewart 
Houston. Karl Ready, Nigel 
Quashie and Jurgen Sommer 
all miss the home game against 
Stoke because of internation- 
al duty, while Kevin Gaflen has 
a slight hamstring worry. 

John McGinlay makes his 
home debut for Bradford 
against Tranmere, while the 
Bradford manager, Chris Ka- 
znara, expects Peter Beagrie 
(calf strain). Wayne Jacobs 
(bruised foot) and Eddie \buds 
(groin strain) to be Gl The 
Tranmere player-manager, 
John Aldridge, could deputise 
for his Republic of Ireland 
striker, David Kelly. 

-Nfck Harris 
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Football stadiums become battle grounds in Argentina while drugs are the problem in Ukraine 
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Never the most peaceful coun- 
try on the footballing map, 
recent footballing violence in 
Argentina hassfaodad even the 
hardened locals. 

Two matches were sus- 
pended last weekend while 
the first leg of file Conmeboi 
Cup final in Buenos Aires the 
previous Tbuxsday ended with 
a pitched battle between play- 
ers from a local side, Lanus, 
and the riatiog Brazilians from 
Atletko Mineiro. 

Lanus lost 4-1 at home to 
Adetico in the equivalent of 


Europe's Ue&GipL A fight be- 
tween the former Argentina 
captain, Oscar Ruggeri of La- 
nus, and Alletico’s Jorgmho 
quickly spread to involve near- 
ly all the players on the field, 
plus both team’s benches. 

Some fans began punching 
an Atletico player through tbe 
fence around the pitch when he. 
became trapped against it. 
Atletico’s coach, Leao, a for- 
mer Brazilian international 
goalkeeper, returned home 
with a broken jaw - in which, 
be had 14 screws inserted in an 
operation this week. •• 

LeSo, under doctor’s orders 


to keep his face out of the sun, 
resumed command of. the 
Alletico team on Wednesday 
wearing a Panama hat and 
hiding under the shade of a 
huge umbrella. An interesting 
second leg against Lanus is in 
prospect on 26 November. 

Last Saturday Boca Juniors' 
match away to Rosario Central 
was abandoned in the 68tb 
minute as missfles rained down 
on to the pitch. Boca were lead- 
ing 3-0 when the referee, Javier 
Castrilli, who described the 
fans’ behaviour as “attempted 

murder” in his match report, 
called off the game. 


The following day a Second 
Divirion derby in the city of 
Cordoba^ was abandoned when 
fans, using an advertising hoar- 
ding as a bridge to cross the 
inoat around the pitch, invad- 
ed the field. A hundred peo- 
ple were arrested and 12 
policemen' were injured. 

U KRAINE 

Ukraine’s football federation, 
acting swiftly ahead of today's 
"World Cup play-off against 
Croatia, barred the midfield- 
er Sergei Nabornyak from all 
football for two years on 


Thursday for foiling a drugs test 
after the first leg. 

A federation statement 
blamed the incident on the 
chief doctor of Nayornyak’s 
dub side, Dnipro Dnepropetro- 
vsk, and g^hm a lifetime ban 
from the Ukrainian League. 

Nabornyak failed a routine 
test for the masking agent 
Bromantan after Ukraine lost 
2-0 in Zagreb on 29 October. 
He bad already been dropped 
from the squad for the return 
game in Kiev. It was the first 
positive test in a World Cup 
game since Diego Maradona’s 
at USA V4. 
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Woodward looking for new 
beginnings and quick fixes 


The last three England- 
Australia matches played 
in this country were all 
watershed affairs for one 
side or the other. 

Chris Hewert says today’s 

unpredictable contest 
between two teams in 
the early stages of 
evolution could prove 
equally significant as the 
1999 World Cup inches 
ever closer. 


Contrary to popular belief, 
Clive Woodward has not broken 
new ground by aiming a two- 
fingered salute at the safety-first 
brigade and sending an entire 
creche- load of comparative 
toddlers into the fire and ftny 
of a Twickenham Test against 
the Wallabies. Dick Green- 
wood did something similar in 
] 984 - Nigel Melville, Stuart 
Barnes, Gareth Chilcoit and 
Nigel Redman were among 
those capped for the first time 
that day - and the experiment 
backfired with such violence 
that England's youth policy dis- 
appeared without trace. 

Until, that is, 1988, when 
Geoff Cooke played the boldest 
of hands. The gambler hit the 
jackpot, England won and the 
Will. Carling era was born. As 
a direct response to that setback, 
the Wallabies gave their old 
guard a one-way ticket to the 
scrapheap. replaced them with 
a bunch of kids and went on to 
beat England in the 1991 World 
Cup Final. 

It could go either way this 
afternoon and therein lies the 
fascination. An English victory 
would lend the new coach an air 


of authority to go alongside die 
energy, enterprise and enthu- 
siasm be brought to the job. De- 
feat by a Wallaby side someway 
short of full throttle would have 
the opposite effect, especially 
with the All Blacks and the 
Springboks lurking around the 
next couple of comers. 

“Look, this isn't a World Cop 
final,’’ said the coach this week 
“Had it been, I might have 
picked a different side. I can’t 
honestly say that Fd have picked 
the same line-up had we been 
playing New Zealand. 

“I want to win this game and 
I'm as passionate in my desire as 
any of the players but if we don’t 
win Tm not going to lose a night's 
sleep. Whatever happens, well 
learn from the experience. It’s 
the first stepon the road to 1999, 
not the be-all and end-all” 

Woodward can rest easy in 
the knowledge that by naming 
five debutants in a line-up every 
bit as radical as those of ’84 and 
’88, he has caught the mood of 
the tunes. Even the manager 


Roger IftfltyjsTemv cntiqg hgn- 
self as an ultra-modern baby 
boomer, the grizzled veteran of 
England’s 1980 Grand Slam 
side and assistant coach of Car- 


deeply conservative team of the 
early 1990s has thrown himself 
fully behind the new idealism. 

“When we won the Slam, we 
bad a pack containing umpteen 
England captains and more 
caps than anyone couidbe both- 
ered tocount,” he said. “But the 
frustrating thing was that we 
were only brought together in 
die twilight of our careers. With- 
in a year or two, die whole side 
had fallen apart through injury 
and retirement. We’d actually 
been around throughout the 
1970s, but no one had pul us all 
on the field at the same time. 
The idea behind this side is to 
get the form pfayere together 
early and let them grow." 

The only trouble with play- 
ing the long game is that the 
short game has a nasty habit of 
getting in theway.lt is perfectly 


ENGLAND v AUSTRALIA 


ot Tirkkenham 


M Perry Bath 

W Greenwood 

Leicester 

A Adetuyo — _ — — 

Bath 

M Cate 

B *h 




WGimi 

Wan* 

.. • 


Newcastle 

LDaflagUa 

A Diprase 

Wasps, cape 

Saracens 


Substitutes: 16 P Grayson 
(N orthampto n). >7 A Healey (Lejowter). 
18 G Rowntrwe (Leicester). 19 R 
Codcerilf (Leicester). 20 D Grcwcodc 
(Leicester), 21 N Bade (Leicester) 

Referee: A Wmon (SAF 


SLarianan..— ..... ...ACT 

BTuoa Queensland 

T Hum — — — 

P Howard -ACT 

J Raff.: ACT 

EPtadey - .Queerafand 

G Grogan ACT 

R Harry NSW 

M Fortrjr Queorafand 

A Blades NSW 

J Unffari .... _ . ACT 

JEates Qwensknd. apt 

O Hnegon — ACT 

WOfcnbangaue NSW 

B Robinson - ACT 

Substitutes 16 M Hardy (NSW). 17 S 
G Payne (NSVV). 18 A Heotb (NSW), 
19 M Caputo (ACT). 20 H Cocfcbain 
(Queensland), 21 O Wfeon 
(Q ue e ns l an d) 

20 (Sky Sports I). 


possible that Woodward is on to 
something special, that the Bees 
of Matt Perry, Andy Long, Will 
Greenwood and Tbny Diprose 
will form the spine of a side ca- 
pable of mounting a realistic 
challenge for the Webb Ellis 
Trophy in two years' time. But 
to keep them together, the se- 
lectors need the oxygen of re- 
sults. Given that the next four 
matches are against New 
Zealand (twice). South Africa . 
and France in Paris, a win to- 
day is essential for morale. 

Fortunately, the Wallabies 
are in no obvious shape to cuff 
the Fnglfah youngsters around 
the ear and send them off to bed 
without their supper. Rod Mac- 
queen, the Australian coach, is 
also feeling his way and al- 
though his back division is full 
of pace and know-how, he has 
beeD forced to rebuild his for- 
ward pack almost from scratch. 

Macqueen and bis squad 
have spent a thoroughly un- 
comfortable week on the wrong 
end Of some spiteful Australian 
tongue-lashings. “Spineless”, 
“gutless” and “soulless" were 
just some of the adjectives ap- 
plied to the Wallabies’ 18-16 re- 
vetse in Argentina last weekend. 

Few recent Tests have been 
quite so difficult to call with any 
degree of confidence. If Jason 
Leonard, Martin Johnson and 
the new captain Lawrence Dal- 
iaglio punch their collective 
weight up front and take the 
game by the scruff of its neck, 
the youngsters outside should 
flourish. If, on the other band, 
John Eales inspires his unsung 
pack by turning in one of his 
occasional unbelievable per- 
formances rather than his usual 
great one, the Whllabics possess 
the cutting edge to prevail- It 
could well go down to the wire. 
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Friday’s solution 


EjQdQQQBBB HUtUW 
0 0 D U ID 0 n 0 
JOBDM tUEBElIlHClHE 
aaOBHDQLl 
JQ130HQ0 BQUEHIDQ 

a a □ 0 a a ci 
RBaaaQQBEEaBQ 
BBS H II □ 

SraUQEBQQHaHQU 
3 n q a 0 0 □ 

•JQBQEJBQ UEJDII0DJD 
aQQHBHQD 
aauEciEiBciii nncmin 

300H0HI3ICI 

linriii snHnuGinHu 


Last Saturday’s solution 


liJBfeJUliJULJH 
QQQBBBQBB UtiJUUU 

□ U(3fc2Ul3UU 
UHHBldldU EdUUIUltitJa 

□ HU 13 El H 

bqueki Huuunauua 

121 B U 13 B U 
□QUHHHUQCJBlUHiaQU 

a Ki m a u ti 

WUUUUtiitiJULl UHtilDLd 
u til til 13 0 0 
IZilUHBUtlU tiJdU&JUHU 

□ □ H IS H Ei 130 

Bateau oQuautiOQti 

13 U 13 U U t3 U U 


By Spurius ACROSS 

-j ■§ 1 Examples of rivers ending 

LjM ®D?(6) 

5 Stupid baronet’s invested in 
Yorkshire Whier (6) 
j 110 I 8 Again directors will gjve 
— I support to person who lies 

■ (?) , . . . 

— ( 9 Balice force is getting m 

1 j | drink -that's plenty (5) 

1 11 A return of service from a 
great distance (4) 

I ] 12 A lonj» time before people 

will gain access to Montana 
EjMS administration (10) 

PPHQ — 13 More usual sort of under- 
I graduate (8) 

1 15 Float airily cm high (5) 

17 Top of packing-case snow- 
i i i mg cap size, in a word? (7) 

I 1 I 19 Napoleon’s decoration a 

I fresco pa inter left unfin- 

ished at first (8) 

j | j 22 Industrial science would be 
involved in most of cologne 
they processed (10) 

23 Rector in bishop’s office is 
1 Mai uncomfortably not and dry 

dilution 25 Mature writer introduced 
by Royal Institution (5) 

26 Verification of resources 
statesmen worked out (5,4) 
27 Salad plant, in CJypius al- 
ways about a pound (6) 

2S Australian’s toil is briefly 


DOWN 

2 Difficult exam, one in 
which class can be seen 
to ay? (7) 

3 Box for beer down under 

4 Mariner’s fears are un- 
founded (8) 

5 Out-of-date northern 
town takes time to re- 
jplace municipal leader 

6 Appellation given to 
line? Mason, perhaps, 
though not Dixon ($,4) 

7 Before getting involved 
in wrestling see man in 
charge (7) 

8 Chap from finance de- 
partment suggesting 
shopper may get black 
eye here? (4,7) 

10 Property man? (6^) 

14 Decree wberety ones re- 
cruited into the artillery 

16 Grandee enraged valiant 
Latvian (8) 

18 Runner from Brixton? 

(7) 

20 Unemotional woman 
called Leuice? (7) 

21 Musdy, awkward, un- 


24 Muck, for instance, is left 
everywhere initially (4) 


seen on shelf (6) 

Ti* first five correct sotatfons (o tills week's puzzle opened next T&ors- 

d» receive hardtaefced copies aftbe Oxford Dictlonaiy of QwoUtioiis.Ai»- 
gwtrsandwteoeri’wweeswnibepubiisbednejilSotnrda^SendsoIntioas 
to Satsnfay Crossword, B a 80x4818, Tbe Independent, 1 Cauda Square. 
Cmaarv Whart London EJ45BX. Please use U* box number and postcode 
and *}ve your own postcode. l«* week’s winners B Anderson. Newwar* 
ket; R Qnsscock, Cambridge; P Tedd. London Wll; R Sajcroe. Crawley. 
R RaBiwcU, Botron. 


OhiHMiul h> Nk-wvpaper PoMoiung PLC, I CmcuJs Square. Cuwy Wharf, London E14 5DL, pnmed ai Mow Colour Prim. Si Alhans RtthL Witford 

BocL iso** jradabfc Irom Histone Nc*spapav 01968 MOTTO. 
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From Telford to Hannover and back again. 

Tim Henman went in search of a $100,0 





rfo'T.' 


Tim Henman on Ns way to victory over 



D^gado in the q^TOr-fi-ls at Tetford /esterfay. He served ■«** 


Tim Henman had been expecting to finish a low- 

key week in Telford at the National Tennis ^ 

Championships until his phone rang at 11.30 on 
Thursday night. 

An injury to Sergi Bruguera left the organisers... - 
of the ATP Tour World Championship in 
Hannover desperately seeking a replacement. 
Henman agreed to answer the call and what 
should have been a comparatively quiet end to the 
week in Shropshire developed into a frantic stash 
between Britain and Germany. 

HENMAN'S SCHE DULE 



# 


Minutes after beating Delgado, Henman leaves Telford 


23.30 Thursday: Henman, 
staying in foe Telford area for 
the national championships, 
receives a phone call inviting 
him to replace Bruguera in 
Hannover. He w'dl play oily 
one match, against Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov, but victory woidd 
be worth $100000 (£60000) 
and 80 world ranking points. 
The ATP will also pay him 
$10000 (£6000) for taking 
part 

09.30 yesterday: Shortly af- 
ter arriving by car at the 
Telford Racquet and Fitness 
Club, Henman attends a press 
conference and anrexnces his 
plans to travel to Hannover. 

1 1 .08: Henman starts his 
Telford quarter-final against 
Jamie Delgado 
1 2.02: Henman completes a 
6-4 6-2 victory over Delgado, 
hitting 18 aces. The win guar- 
antees him £23)0- 
12.15: Henman skips post- 
match press conference and 


leaves by car for Binnirigjham 
airport 

14.00: At his own expense, 
Henman leaves Birmingham 
airport on Flight 146 Alphas 
private jet to Hannover. 
16.30 (local time): An hour 
and a half after leaving Bem- 
ingham, Henmanb jet arrives 
at Hannover airport 
17.30: Henman arrives at 
HaB13 of the Expo 2000 site, 
venue for the ATP Tour World 
Championship. 

18.00: Henman due to gaoci 
court for a warm-up session 
with his coach, David FeJgata 
19.30: Henman due to play 
Kafelnikov. Then expected 
to fly back to Birmingham. : 
Today: Henman is Vketa to 
start his Telford semi-final 
against Danny Sapsford just 
after midday. Victory in fi> 
morrowfe final wwid earn him 
the princely sum of £9poa 

John Roberts, page 21 
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Ye shall drink no wine 



Jeremiah 35:6 
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U „ # 1 ^. ™ Mrwv^rWt anartment block will often Include exclusive use of gyms, swimming pools and steam rooms. But, as many people discover, the running costs can make service charges very 

Penny )n*son* -port section sorting on Page, 

No place like home for getting down to work JtKME^ EmifamnJ UBEEK 


Working from home is an ideal 
that many of us, tired of the 
office rat race, aspire to. 
Running your own business out 
of an attic, a handy outbuilding 
or a spare bedroom can be 
better than the mind-numbing 
commute on the 7.25am bus or 
train. But as Gna Vedrickas 
discovers, a few individuals take 
things a bit further. 

Seeing 300 people mot through his for- 
mer bedroom one day did make Steve 
Wright stop and think: “Oh God, what 
have I done?” Luckily, it is no longer 
his bedroom. Wrigbt, a designer, has 
turned part of his residential Victorian 

terrace into a shop- 

It is possible to walk down his south 
London street and not notice his house, 
i. But you would have to be en route to 
/ the opticians to miss the Gaudiesque 
mosaic path leading to the stoop s en- 
trance. Rdtowth&path and ittak^you 

into a shrine devoted to edecnco^jocK 

for the more catholic consumer. )Vngm, 
whose shop is named after him, sits be- 
hind his mirrored counter, amid a not 
of fantastic pieces deluding a^bfe-size 

golden Buddha, and declare, *Tm sick 

of minimalism, aren’t you? 

Although he considered a high street 
location, Mr Wight believed a shop re- 
side his home, in SEBi «ouW ge 
. more attention. So for he s right Visitors 


pour in to marvel at the work of more 
ri«n 40 designers and they also get to 
peep into his workshop, where he de- 
signs an array of objects from mirrors 
to rugs. Spying a rare couple of inches 
of wall -space, his eyes gleam. “I think 
I’ve got some hats I could put there.” 
Is he afraid that his modest home 
could be overrun with curious visitors? 
“It is a worry but it’s worth it™ 

The door leading to the rest, of his 
house is, however, firmly bolted. “People 
are nosy and maybe that's why they like 
coming here," says Mr WtijpU, who is 
keen to embrace as diverse a selection 
of customers as possible. “Whenyou start 
adapting your home for the public it’s 

hard to knew when to stop. Tm planning 

a temple in the garden now.” 

If Mr Wright’s visitors are as eclec- 
tic as the objects’ they’ve come to view, 
Jayne Barrett’s are a more defined 
breed. You’ve got to be at least three 


she says. She does hire a hall for some 
active birth classes but mostly teaches 
at home from a disused dining room now 
devoted to birth preparation. 

Cushions replace chairs and the En- 


nesdes beside a doll’s head poking 
through a plastic pelvis. Ms Barrett be- 
lieves sacrificing her personal space ts 
worthwhile as women prefer classes at 
her home. “They’re much more abteto 
relax and they appreciate extras like 
quilted toilet paper. When they see my- 
home they like me more.” 

Neighbours are used to the strains ctf 


20 women humming as they practise 
breathing and stretching techniques and 
their only complaint is about parking 
problems caused by the flow of visitors. 

Some neighbours are not so open- 
minded. Steve Isaacson, Lewisham’s as- 
sistant p lanning officer, - warns . that - 
complaints can scupper pla nn i ng ap- 
plications. “We've just refused permis- 
sion to an aromatherapy based in aflat 
as neighbours were worried both about 
their communal areas and the m a ss ag e 
parlour element.” 

Fortunately for the faint-hearted, Ms 
Barrett’s house is not overlooked, as the 
sight of heavily pregnant women in 
taria<aina poses could be startling. 

The end results of her classes, could 
-well find themselves visiting Heather 
Benyayer. Her windows, covered in fire- 
works painting s, divulge her home’s use 
as a Montessori nursery. 

“When 1 started 1 had no idea how 
h would grow," Ms Benyayer explains. 
So why choose to have your home in- 
vaded? T thought it easier not to have 
overheads. I didn’t have the nerve to go 
straight off and find somewhere, and in 
my line of business I felt, that a lot of 
people wanted their nursery to be with- 
in a home environment.” 

From starting with just a few items, 
mostly her own children's toys, she now 
has masses of equipment, five members 
of staff and 40 children. 

. She has made serious adaptations to 
her home. “From day one the council 
had to make sure there were no safely 
hazards. Now I’ve expanded upstairs 


there’s lots more; fuD fire alarms, emer- 
gency lighting, the whole works.” Ms 
Benyayer admits that working from 
home has affected her long-suffering I 
family. “A lot of partners would prob- i 
ably have walked out,” she says. “My life 
changed overnight with the stress of wor- 
rying about things being tidy.” 

- Home workers have to learn to 
cope with that disruption and deal with 
ambig uous feelings about their living, 
and working, space. Ms Benyayer says: 
“Host all interest in interior design and 
gardening. We had to get rid of a lot of 
furniture and rip everything out of the 
garden in case it was poisonous. I 
didn't see it as a home any more."' 

As the nursery expanded, living 
space became tighter. “The living room 
went first, then the kitchen." With 
three boys squashed into one bed- 
room, pressure mounted. Finally, she 
says: “For my sanity we decided we 
either had to move the nursery Or 
move out ourselves and it was easier for 
us to go. Tm a lot happier now." 

Before starting a business at home: 

• Speak to your lender immediately. If 
you are .using more than 40 per cent of 
your home for business they may insist 
on a commercial mortgage, often 2 per 
cent above standard rates, and you could 
lose tax relict 

■ Thlk to your local co undL There may 
be planning implications and you could 
needa licence for some types of business. 

• Notify your insurers. ' There is n o stan- 
dard cover but each case is considered 
on its own merits. 
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impressive returns. 

The flexible STOCKPLAN savings scheme and tax-free SIT PEP both offer a sound 
investment and a performance that will be music to your ears, without the discoid of 
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Making sure security runs in the family 


A fixed-rate loan 
still makes sense 


Names; David and Kate Watson 
Ages 44 and 42 respectively 
Occupations: Development manager and data 
base analyst - 





Are fixed-rate bourn loans 
the most sensible option for 
new borrowers and those 
seeking a remortgage? Or 
should they opt for dis- 
counted mortgages, where 
the cost of the loan is kept 
at a set percentage below the 
prevailing variable rate? 

I am drawn into the de- 
bate by a claim earlier this 
week that fixing a mortgage 
may not be the best choice. 
The argument is that variable 
interest rates - the bog-stan- 
dard mortgage repayment 
mechanism, have almost 
reached their peak with 
Abbey National and North- 
ern Rock's decision this week 
to raise the cost of their 
loans toS.7 percent. If rates 
are going to come down 
again, a fixed mortgage is 
likely to prove uncompetitive 
wi thin a short space of time. 

It seems to me that there 
are two key considerations 
that have driven the long- 
term rate deals now available. 
The first is the money mar- 
ket's perception that by hand- 
ing over control of base rates 
to the Bank of England, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
has increased long-term 
monetary stability. Secondly, 
the Government’s hope to 
join the European monetary 
union (EMU) in due course 
raises the possibility of future 
interest rate falls. 

What has been the mar- 
ket's reaction to these two 
possibilities? Actually, long- 
term interest rates have 
already come down. Rom a 
peak of almost 8.5 per cent 
just nine months ago, it is now 
possible to find a five-year 
fixed-rate mortgage from 
Northern Rock at 5.99 per 
cent (plus compulsory insur- 


ances} or 6J25 per cent from 
Alliance & Leicester, with no 
insurance requirements. 

But if base rates were to 
drop next year, as many ex- 
pect, wouldn’t that mean 
even cheaper fixed rates? 
Perhaps, but if the markets 
have already factored in ths 
potential movement, not by 
vast amounts - perhaps 03 
per cent or so. 

And what of EMU? Re- 
search by Chase de Vere, a 
London mortgage broker, 
shows that even if the UK 
joins (not until 2002 , mind) 
mortgage costs in Europe do 
not suggest that convergence 
of base rates will mean a re- 
duction in home loan rates. 

The margin between re- 
tail base rates and mortgage 
rales is already lowest in the 
UK and Ireland, at about 0.7 
per cent. Elsewhere in 
Europe it is much wider. 

What then of discounted 
rates? One of the better 
five-year discounts available 
to first-time buyers is 1.25 per 
cent from Nationwide, which 
now charges 8.1 per cent, 
plus compulsory insurances 
usually deemed to add 0.25 
per cent to the cost of a loan. 
Borrowers would effectively 
be paying -7.1 per cent 

For borrowers to benefit 
from this discount over and 
above that offered by the 
A&Lfix, rates would have to 
come down by 0.8 per cent 
next week and stay below 73 
per cent for five years. 

Is that likely? I don't 
know. What I do know is that 
warning people against fixing 
a mortgage rate, particularly 
when they need to control 
their outgoings several years 
, in advance, is very risky 
advice. 


£ J 7 - UW *U|UVU 

a year. They have two sons aged 12 and 10, who 
a trend a state school The family lire in Wiltshire, 

in a house worth £135,000, with mortgage loans 
of £92,000, to be repaid by two endowment poli- 
cies when David reaches fidThey also have a cred- 
it card balance of £3,000 and a with-profits 
endowinent policy about to mature for £9,000. 

Their fi n an c ial planning priorities are to en- 
sure family security in the event of David’s pre- 
mature death; to ensure that they are adequately 
prepared for the cost of the boys’ education at 
university in due course; and to have pension 
arrangements that will provide them with a good 
income after retirement when David reaches 60. 

They want to know the implications of David 
taking early retirement and are keen, having re- 
cently completed the purchase, extension and 
renovation of their current borne, to start a form 
of monthly investment to raise capital in the' 
future. They have no current need for any large 
sums of cash other than for annual holidays. 
The Adviser: Colin Stenning, a Fellow of the 
Institute of Financial Planning and a certified 
financial planner, is managing director of Harvey 
Parker Stenning, 47 Cheap Street, Newbury, 
Berkshire RGI4 5BX, 01635 34140. 

The Advice: The family is relatively well pro- 
tected in the event of David’s premature death 
by the endowment policies which would repay 
their mortgage loans and the death-in-service 
benefit of four times his salary from his employer. 
Kate would need a net income of about £17,000 
a year in today’s terms to maintain her standard 
of lwing. A further £90.000 of cover on David’s 
life would be required to maintain this cash flow, 
proofed against inflation. 

Additionally, it would be sensible if David 
could receive a lump sum should he fall victim 
to a critical illness, such as heart attack, stroke 


Planning for 
the future; 

David and 
Kale Watson 
have a clear 
list of 
priorities .. 


iund managers. Noticed*^ 

dividual Savings fondg for um- 
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mature death, additional month- 

£24,000 would be required, meaning a.mo 

ly outlay ofafortherf^- ffhenDavid . 
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peat to show that expenditure wfliCTCee ° a,ot?ole 
££ toTh&yer’s contributionsjt 

is possible for David to set aside up to 15 -per 
_ ntmioes and scope exists for- 


or cancer. Cover to provide, up to David’s age 
60, a benefit of £50,000 for critical illness with 
a further £90,000 payable on death would, as 
David is a smoker, require a contribution of 
£110.78 per month. A policy offered by Pega- 
sus is comprehensive and competitive in cost 
David's employer would maintain his net Income 
in the event itflong-tenn sickness or disablemeiit 
until his normal retirement age. 

The family's baric financial security derives, 
for die most part, from David’s existing terms 
Of employment. Dearly, were he to change jobs 
a full review of the benefits provided would be 
necessaiy. 


Tb provide £4,000 per annum in today’s terms 
for each of their two sons at university over a 
three-year course it would be sensible to use per- 
sonal equity plans (PEPs), which have tax ad- 
vantages and potential to achieve above-inflation 
returns. Regular contributions of £200 per 
month increasing at 5 per cent a year compound, 
payable for six years, should provide the funds 
for when the children are 18, assuming an in- 
‘ vestment growth rate exempt from lax at 9 per 
cent per annum compound! We would suggest 
Skandia’s MulliPep which offers a competitive 
char g in g structure and a wide range of fund 
choice, including those of many of the best knowo 


cent of his taxaoie wiuub? ^ 

an additional £3,900 to be invested W 
on which be would receive tax relief at ^mar- 
ginal rate of 40 per cent. As be is ahead* ^oon- 
iJfouting to a pension top-up scheme, heradd 

tributioos to bis employer's own Additional Vol- 

age 60, greater contributions wffl need to be made 

toachieve an equivalent result On the buoof 
present funds and contributions it is worth 
L tbat retiring at age 55 would increase the short- 
fall referred to above to about £7300 a year- 

The proceeds of the maturing enckjwmentjjol- ijj} 
icy (£9,000) could be used in three ways. First. * 
£3,000 could dear the credit card debt on which 
interest charges are high- A ^ ther . 
could provide a contingency fund in a bufldmg 
society account in Kate’s name (as the lower rate 
taxpayer) and the balance of £3,000 made as a 
tump sum investment into the PEP referred to 
above, to give a head start to the saving pro- 
gramme for the boys university education. Wind- 
fall shares held h> David’s name could be 
transferred into Kate’s name reducing the 
liability to tax on dividends from 40 to 20 per cent. 


UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT/CHASE DE VERE DOUBLE BONUS BOND 


When investment becomes a game of two halves 


The product Chase De Vfere’s 
Exclusive Double Bonus Bond. 
The deaf: It offers a rate of re- 
turn of 10 per cent a year net of 


baric-rate taxon a minimum in- 
vestment of £10,000. 

Don’t get too esched: tins outy 
applies to half of the investment 


The other half gets a more mod- 
est 63 percent The 10 percent 
half is invested in a guaranteed 
one-year bond with GE Finan- 
cial; the 63 per cent half goes into 
a Scottish Widows with-profits 
bond. 

Plus pointsrThis is the first time 


in five years investors have been 
able to get a double-digit return 
on capital guaranteed not to 
erode over one year. For anyone 
with over £10,000 in a taxed bank 
or building society account this 
would represent a very sharp im- 
provement 


Drawbacks and risks: The 10 
per cent is only paid in the first 
year. As Tim Whiting of finan- 
cial adviser Johnstone Douglas 
paints out if investors want a high 
one-year return, why not put all 
of It in the GE bond?Tbe Soot-, 
tirii Widows bond returns an un- 


competitive 63 per cent This 
would improve if clients qualify 
for a terminal bonus. Is it for the 
short-term investor looking for 
return, or the long-term investor 
seeking security? “There’s a de- 
gree of the phoney marriage 
about it," says Mr Whiting. Far 


long-term investment, higher re- 
turns may be had elsewhere. 
Verdict: A schizophrenic prod- 
uct with half its heart in the right 
place. Better than a taxed bank 
account. But then, what isn’t? 
Marks out of five: and a half 

- Andrew Verity 
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WHAT MAKES 

LEGAL & GENERAL’S FTSE ALL- 
SHARE INDEX-TRACKING PEP 
OUTSTANDING VAUTE FOR MONEY? 


ONLY 0.3% 


glance at the table will show that 


- since its launch nearly two 
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CHARGE 


years ago - this Index-Tracking 
PEP from Legal & General has proved 
that it offers PEP investors superb 
value for monev. 


It Follows ihe FTSE All-Share 


index. This index reflects the 
performance of the entire stock- 
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market, so it reduces the risk of 
being over-exposed to shares which 
under-perform and lessen your 
return. In fact. £6.000 invested in 

e ft the Legal & General 

® j Index-Tracking PEP 

j FROM JUST j at launch would 

/ o / now he worth 

/ i £8.494* compared to 

4 XOXrn. / . 

a. ^ / just £.7,379* in the 
average UK 
Income & Growth Trust. 


The FTSE All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP that 
performs the best 


plfrl in ow> re 

oth^r 


Find out more now - phone free 0500 11 6622 
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With no initial 


charges deducted, more of your 
money is invested at the outset for 
maximum growth potential, there 
are no withdrawal fees and with an 
annual management charge of 0.5% - 
the value for money is outstanding. 
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To find out more call now, 
return the coupon or contact us at 
http://Tvww.legaJ.and-general.eo.uk 
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Royal &. \/ 


SUNAIL1ANCE 


We're confident you won’t. Especially 


when you realise char rhe Rose Tracker 


REGULAR 

SAVINGS 

FROM £50 
A MONTH 


can " 


PEP has one of the lowesr annual manage- 



ment charges on the market at just 03%. 


It’s the latest offer from Invest On- 


line, the direct investment arm of one of 


the UK s leading insurance companies, 


Royal SC Sun Alliance. 


Unlike some index trackers, the 


LUMP SUM 

INVESTMENTS 
FROM £1,000 


Rose Tracker PEP spreads your invest- 



ment over the whole FTSE All-Share 


Index, not just the top 100 companies, so 


reducing rhe risks. 


NO EXIT 

CHARGES 




EASY TO 

TRANSFER 

EXISTING 


■ ; V 

buy it 


You can start investing from as little 
as £50 each month, or with a lump sum 
of £1000 or more. Even if you already 
have a PEP it is very easy to transfer yoor 
funds to the Rose Tracker. 

For your investment guide, caD free. 
how on 0500 100 335 or dip the coupon 
below. 0 U r friendly and knowledgeable 
staff will be happy to answer acy .qnes-. 


tions you may have. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 


THE ROSE TRACKER PEP CALL FREE ON 


0500100333 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Sam-iq™ 
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COLL ECT TO INVEST 


Images the art world forgot 


INTERNET INVES TOR 

ROBIN AMlOT 


The story of Western 
dvilised art begins with 
icons - still the only 
historic art form 
disdained by the art 
establishment’s 
museums and galleries. 
Consequently, they are 
still the cheapest. John 
Windsor goes on a 
pilgrimage. 


If you invest in icons hoping that 
•an art-historical penny is about 
to drop - as, indeed, it should 
- you could be in for a wait The 
fear of fakes and smuggled 
goods and the centuries-old 
suspicion that icons are idola- 
trous will ensure that those ra- 
diant saints, even Christ 
himself, will continue to be ex- 
communicated from the com- 
mercial mainstream. 

Console yourself by scrutin- 
ising the 13th century Italian 
primitives by Duccio of Sienna, 
and by Ctmabue and Giotto of 
Florence, in the National 
Gallery. Are these really the first 
modern paintings, as the au- 
thorities would have tis believe? 

'fine, the first, faltering at- 
tempts at natural realism, es- 
pecially the Florentines', 
presage the Renaissance. But 
the gold ground, simple forms 
and strong egg-tempera colours 
owe inspiration to a magnifi- 
cent. older tradition of art - icon 
painting-- that has been stuffed 
under the academic carpet. 

Its centre was not in Italy but 
in Constantinople, today's 
Istanbul - glittering, ancient 
citadel of the Byzantine empire 
and of the Eastern Orth odea 
Church. There never was a 
Dark Age in Constantinople. Yet 
icons painted there by Christian 
monks before and during the 
Renaissance are today worth 
only a fifth or even a tenth of the 
price they might fetch if they had 
been painted in Italy. 

It is partly a matter of taste.' 
Following the schism between ' 
Eastern Orthodox and Western 
(■Roman Catholic) churches in 
1054, the Eastern tradition of 
icon painting, with its archaic, 
elongated figures and stylised 
facial expressions, remained 
intact wherever the Orthodox 
Church held sway - notably in 
Russia- By contrast, in Italy, the 



Modem Icons 
The 

Annunciation 
by the Russian 
artist Sergei 
Fedorov, on 
sale at Long & 
Ryle Art 

International 

for £4,000 


Renaissance led painting into 
the naturalism that Western 
European eyes have become 
accustomed to. 

Rich 18th century English- 
men on Grand Tbuts bought ait 
in 'Italy. ^Russia was a closed- 
country’ and Constantinople 
had been sacked by Moslem 
Turks in 1453. So icons re- 
mained, as it were, off the map. 

Today, icons are a narrow 
and unpredictable market, with 
too few buyers and sellers to 
establish a track record of 
prices. Recent scandals have not 


helped. Prices are still recov- 
ering from the fiasco of 1980, 
when Christie’s sold the Amer- 
ican Geo* ge Hahn’s collection 
of Russian Lons for record 
sums, only ! r. have most of them 
denounced as cakes by a former 
restorer at the Tretyakov 
Gallery in Moscow, which had 
sold them in the 1920s. In the 
end, the icons turned out to be 
genuine - but prices had 
phunetted and stayed low. 

Dick Temple, a dealer in 
icons for 40 years, is optimistic. 
He says: “It’s an accident of his- 


tory that the West knows more 
about Asian or American ait 
than Byzantine. But everybody 
is fesrinated by icons and every- 
body knows that, eventually, 
they are going to recover. 

“The art establishment 
treats them rather like doctors 
treat alternative medicine. They 
know it’s there, but they wish it 
would go away”. 

Sotheby’s got £232300 two 
years ago for a 15th century 
Russian icon - a world record 
for an icon but still a trifle com- 
pared with the millions that Ital- 


ian Old Masters can fetch. Mr 
Temple had sold the icon 20 
years previously for £12,000. Its 
tide: Christ Among the Doctors. 

An exhibition of Russian 
icons, “Holy Russia”, opens at 
the Royal Academy in London 
on 19 March. But you can test 
your eye for them before then 
by previewing Christie’s sale on 
Thursday (2pm) of the Prova- 
toroff collection and the Russ- 
ian icons in the general sale that 
precedes it (1030am). 

Remember that the artists 
were not striving for naturalis- 


How to defend yourself against the VAT man 


Managers who are made 
redundant are 
increasingly turning to 
self-employment as 

consultants. Afi too often, 
as Ken Webby discovers, 
success in their new field 
can lead to problems with 
the VAT system. 

Geny and Joan Walker thought 
mrfnin g a small business was 
hard enough. Then they were 


presented with a demand for 
£10,000 after the local VAT 
office ruled that they had 
under-declared their liabilities. 

Their West Country com- 
puter consultancy - launched 
after Gerry had been *fout- 
placed”- was stiU struggling to 
break even at the time. Joan 
wrote bade, asking for more de- 
tails. Over the next four months 
the exchange of correspon- 
dence grew more heated, and 
the Walkers became increas- 
ingly worried. 


The last straw came when 
the Walkers were told that un- 
less they paid up immediately 
they would be taken to court. 
They handed the problem over 
to their solicitor and accoun- 
tant. After a further three 
months of work and worry - 
and spending more than £1,000 
on professional fees - they 
were told the problem was all 
down to a wrong interpretation 
of the firm’s books. Their lia- 
bility was less than £500. 

The Walkers are far from be- 


ing alone. Thxpayeis who appeal 
against VAT penalties often get 
a standard letter saying that 
. “from the information given, the 
reasons do not amount to a rea- 
sonable excuse and the penalty 
therefore remains intact”. 

At this stage, says Nigel 
Ferrington, VAT consultant at 
chartered accountants Moores 
Rowland, many people mis- 
takenly give up, “either because 
they are frightened of upsetting 
their local VAT man or because 
they think it won’t make 


commercial sense to fight any 
further.” 

Mr Ferrington, who deals 
with up to 100 cases a year of 
firms facing serious VAT penal- 
ties, says it is often worth doing 
some “ digging and delving" to 
piovidemalerial for the defence. 

Reasons which can be in- 
terpreted as “reasonable ex- 
cuse” can include the illness of 
a partner or senior staff mem- 
ber, pressure of work, - and 
even - in the case of a sole 
trader or small business - 


tic representation. Icon simply 
means image. They aimed to 
project the spirituality of saints 
and position them in the macro- 
cosm. The stylised outlines - 
such as the bending in unison 
of the three myrrh-bearing 
women at the deposition of 

Christ - were a convention 
strictly adhered to through the 
centuries. Readily identified, 
they had a narrative impact 
even on the illiterate - as well 
as being objects of veneration. 

St Nicholas the Wonder 
Worker, in an 18lh century 13in 
by 1 lin icon estimated £1300- 
£2.000 in the general sale, can 
always be identified as a bishop 
with a short beard, receding hair, 
one hand raised and the other 
holding the gospels. 

MrTfcmple offers larger icons 
than most in the Christie's sale. 
His 16th century Russian Christ 
in Majesty, 67in high by 45in 
wide, is priced £95,000. He has 
noticed more buyers willing to 
pay £50,000-£100.000. But he 
says quality can still be found in 
the £750-£2,000 range - that is, 
good painting good colour, good | 
composition. These are Old 
Masters, however anonymous. ! 

Icons are still being painted. I 
Long & Ryle Art Internation- 1 
al sells the work of a brilliant 
Russian artist, 35-year-old 
Sergei Fedorov. His effulgent 
3ft by 1ft 10in Annunciation in 
traditional tempera, gold and 
silver on wood, is priced £4.000. 

Maria Andipa's lorn Gallery 
has decorative 18th century 
Greek provincial icon frag- 
ments for as little as £70. And 
for coloured reproductions 
from £2-£4.95 and a calendar of 
24 icons in colour, with com- 
mentaries (£14.95 plus £530 
p&p), try St Paul Multimedia 
run by the Daughters of St PauL 
These days, even the Western 
Church is catching up on icons. 

“A Brief Illustrated History of 
Icons" by Richard Temple, £5 plus 
£1 p&p: Temple Gallery. 6 
Clarendon Cross, London WJ1 
( 0171-727 3809). Christies 
( 0171-839 9060 ). Royal Acade- 
my (0271-3008000). Long& Ryk 
Art International, 4 John Jslip 
Street, London SW1 (0171-834 
1434). Maria Andipa, 162 Wal- 
ton Street, London SW3 (0177- 
5892317). Si Paul Multimedia, 
199 High Street, Kensington, 
London W8 (0171-9379591). 


personal and family pressures. 

“For example, if a big cus- 
tomer Medio pay, and this had 
a dramatic effect on your cash 
position, it would be worth 
arguing the case. 

“If you could show that you 
had done your due diligence, 
that tbe customer bad ap- 
peared credit-woi :hy, and that 
you had prioritised your oblig- 
ations to pay VAT ahead of 
trade debts, that ought to count 
as a reasonable excuse for non- 
payment.’' 


A new way to 

go for broking 


A new broking service has 
been launched for investors in 
tbe London market. Xest, a 
division of Charles Stanley 
Stockbrokers, basset up an ex- 
ecution-only share trading 
service in conjunction with 
Electronic Share Information 
(ESI). 

Xest charges a flat fee of 
£20 per transaction. A spe- 
cially tailored package of mar- 
ket information from ESI is 
built into the Xest website, in- 
cluding share prices — real 
time or 20 minute delayed; 
personal portfolio manage- 
ment - the ability to store and 
value automatically; charting 
- stock charts per share; and 
news. 

You are required to de- 
posit funds in a Xest cash 
management account, which 
would earn interest at stepped 
rates starting at 525 percent. 
Tradin g orders are authorised 
by a personal identification 
number and are immediately 
followed by e-mail confirma- 
tion. 

Unlike the other three UK 
brokers offering internet deal- 
ing, Xest includes sponsored 
membership of the Stock Ex- 
change’s Crest electronic 
settlement system. Crest is the 
computerised system for tidy- 
ing up or “settling" purchas- 
es and sales of shares. Xest 
makes an extra charge for 
Crest membership, an annu- 
al fee of £45, discounted to 
£20 for the first year. 

The main advantage of 
Crest membership rather than 
using a nominee account, is 
that you are the direct bene- 
ficiary of voting rights and any 
share benefits. However, if us- 
ing a nominee account does 
not bother you then other ser- 
vices may be cheaper. 

While there may only be 
four UK brokers offering net 
services now, the number is 
likely to grow. Information 
provider Datastream/ICV, 
which operates the Topic 3 sys- 
tem for City traders, has 
signed agreements in princi- 
ple with at least two stock- 
brokers to link them to its 
Market-Eye internet ate. Tbe 
company hopes to link the 
brokers* computers direct to 
its website and tbe Stock Ex- 
change settlement system. 
Datastream. believes this 
could cut in half tbe cost of 
straightforward execution- 
only deals. 

The Market-Eye Internet 
Premium service provides 
real-time prices for UK 
shares, gills and derivatives to- 
gether with a comprehensive 
news service, both real-time 


and historical The service is 
aim linked to Datastream's 
historical database. This al- 
lows you access to company 
accounts and historical price 
performance. 

The Market-Eye Internet 
Premium service costs £10 h 
month, rising to £20 per 
month in January. These 
prices are significantly below 
those the company charges for 
exactly the same information 
to its professional clients in the 
Square Mile. 

The new Premium service 
comes as an addition to exist- 
ing delayed price information 
and news available free to in- 
vestors at Market-Eye’s web- 
site which was only launched 
in July this year. 

If you do not need real- 
time share prices, several sites 
offer you access to time-de- 
layed prices. That is. you see 
prices which are 20 minutes 
old. If you are looking for a 
good source of information on 
companies, you should check 
out the site run by publisher 
Hemmington Scott. 

This is the company which 
produces the Hambro Com- 
pany Guide and Company 
Reis. All the information in 
these reference books is avail- 
able free online. The website 
includes results, share price 
histories and broker com- 
ment and forecasts on all the 
quoted UK companies. 

In general service charges 
in the UK still have a long way 
to go to match those on offer 
in the US. where online share 
dealing is already estimated to 
be worth more than £60bn a 
year. 

Just how cheap are some 
of the services available in the 
US market? Would you be- 
lieve free? Not so much low- 
cost as no-cost. Florida-based 
Empire Financial Group is 
now offering free execution- 
only trades to its clients. 
There are, however, some 
conditions. You must hove 
funds on deposit with the 
brokerage and purchase a 
minimum of 1.000 shares 
worth at least $5 each. 

Of course, the US market 
is different. There is much 
greater active individual par- 
ticipation in share trading 
and, therefore, much greater 
demand for low-cost dealing 
facilities, 

Xest: vnvtvLxesi.com 
Market-Eye : www.markeieye. 

co.uk 

Hemmington Scott; wyrw. 

hemscottco.uk 

Empire Financial' wtVHdowfees. 
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please call quotiny '< reference ho, tom lejt 

0345 6789 10 

r talk to your Independent I inancial Ad* iter. 


If you don’t plan to stay at one 
company for life, our flexible 
pension is just the job. 

Our pension arrangements let you change job , take a career break, become self- 
employed, all without penalty. Call for no fuss advice or information. Like our 
pension plan, a call doesn t tie you to anything. SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


REF: 288 D 53 For your protection, your 
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, arising. And the two sides are 
inflation and deflation- 

The deflationary lobby s 
led by Roger Boode. H*s 
book Vie Death rnfl*W 
suggests risng pn <xs will not 
ren^The optimists have 
adopted this as the new 
paradigm. Productivity rising 
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vancement without mllaDon- 

so no return to the booing 

cydesofthepastOntheo^ 
side of the aigument are those 
who believe this time round is 

no different. 

Amongst the very vocal 
proponents of the belief that 
inflation will return to haunt 
us again is Professor Tun 
Congdon. Not only does he 
believe we are in the same old 
cycle as before, but he con- 
siders financial markets have 
failed to realise the feet- 
I shared a platform with 
Tim at the Greig Middleton 
Investment Seminar in Lon- 
don this week. He argued co- 
gently that it was quite 
consistent to have rising out- 
put with inflation falling. The 
problem, he suggested, was 
that eventually output would 
start to fall at a lime when in- 
flation was on the up. He also 
considers the Bank of England 
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are heading down to 15,CWU. 
Back home the real worry 

isthatlhefivesucoe^vem- 

terest rate rises will slew the 
economy too fest. With 33 per 
cent growth on the cards for 
this year, we may be looking 
at a considerable slowdown. 

As it happens, London 
stfll looks cheap compared 
with Continental Europe and 
is an absolute bargain relative 
to the US. With retail buying 

having limited the slide on the 

other side of the Atlantic,! still 

feel foirly sanguine about the 
future. But you never know. 
Time to concentrate on the 
season of goodwill. I feel, 
rather than markets. 

BrumTom is chairman of Grog 
Middleton's investment strate- 
gy committee and can be con- 
tacted on 0171 655 4000 
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If you’re searching for higher interest, with penalty 
free access to your money, take a close look at our 
Select 90 Account. 

You simply give us ninery days notice and you pay 
no penalty for withdrawals. Or you can have 
immediate access with ninety days loss of interest 
on the amount withdrawn. 

Ail we ask is that you don’t make more than three 
withdrawals in each calendar year. 
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or more. 
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Monthly Income 

Regular as clockwork 



Income payments 
[ry the sixth of every month, 
directly into your bank account 


Framlington Monthly Income PEP 
aims to pay a high and rising 
. C~^a income, free of tax, with the 
prospect of capital growth. 
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- | Many other unit trust PEPs 

Au gust U 

pay income every three or 
six months, but this PEP 
pays an income once a 
month, every month. Send for 
details today, or ask your 
Independent Financial Adviset 

0345 023138 


Please send me details of the Framlington Monthly Income PEP. Return the coupon to: 
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the Legend has it he saw the Great Crash 

JONATHAN DAVIS 9 

column coming. What would he be doing now: 


Given the great interest at the moment in draw- 
parallels between the decade leading up to 
the Great Crash of 1929 and the current bull mar- 
ket jd shares, I have this week been taking coun- 
sel from one of New York’s most legendary stock 
market investors. 

Bernard Baruch was in his own way the 
George Soros of his day, a hugely successful 
speculator whose name alone had the power to 
move markets, yet who also found lime to move 
in circles of power and play his part in the cur- 
rent affairs of his day. Baruch died in 1965 at the 
age of 94, but iu addition to his millions, be left 
behind some fascinating thoughts on the subject 
of how to handle the pressures of stock market 
investing. 

His experiences in the Great Crash were par- 
ticularly interesting. At the time Baruch was in 
his sixties, successful in business and fabulously 
well connected. While continuing to play the mar- 
ket in large and bold manoeuvres, he had ceased 
to be a full-time market operator and sat as a di- 
rector on a number of well-known companies. 

Most of what there was to know about what 
was happening was his to know. Winston Churchill 
was just one of those who took advantage of visits 
to New York to take advice on what he should 
do with his investments. (Baruch in return con- 
tributed $100 to a fund to buy the future Prime 
Minister a Rolls-Royce). 

Legend has it that Baruch was one of the few 
investors of the day to sec the Crash coming: in 
his autobiography, he says he realised something 


was badly wrong with the markets while on a 
shooting trip in Scotland. In addition to baling 
out of stocks in time to avoid the worst of the 
crash, he implies that be also made a substantial 
amount of money by “going short’' as well - that 
is, selling shares he did not yet own in the ex- 
pectation of buying them back at a profit later. 
Although the bulk of his market gains came from 
riding bull markets, Baruch had always been an 
active short seller. 

What made the Great Crash of 1929 so dev- 
astating was that h was actually a three-year bear 
market not just the daily sensation that survives 
in popular legend. 

The Dow Jones index did fall 13 per cent in 
one day in October 1929 (a smaller fall in per- 
centage terms than October 1987), but the dam- 
age did not stop there. Between its peak in 1929 
and the low point in July 1932, the market fell 
by no less than 89 per cent. The attrition, cou- 
pled with the fact that many investors were buy- 
ing shares with borrowed money, was what 
eventually bankrupted so many. 

Despite his public assurances, Baruch did not 
in fact survive the market's fall unscathed As his 
biographer, James Grant, points out, when his 
secretary prepared an audit of Baruch's finances 
in November 1931, it showed that his total assets 
amounted to some $16m. This was a good deal 
less than at the peak of the market in 1929, when 
his net worth was estimated to be around $22m- 
$25 m. 

In a note to a politician friend at the time. 


Baruch confided; “I can tell you that the drop 
in iry securities has been very severe, but I can 
s till live in comfort and peace as I have done be- 
fore. But 1 may not be able to help out in many 
of the directions 1 have heretofore, until the ship 
floats anew on the incoming tide, which of 
course it will do some tune.” 

Although the records of his dealing activities 
are frustrating ly incomplete, it is clear that the 
idea that Baruch cleaned up during the Great 
Crash was therefore no more than a popular myth. 
For all his connections, and bis years of experi- 
ence, the evidence suggests that be did not get 
out of shares in time to avoid the impact of the 
crash. 

Even so, the breakdown of his assets at the time 
of his audit shows how successful Baruch was iu 
avoiding the worst of the market's fail. In No- 
vember 1931, according to his secretary's note, 
no less than half his money was in cash: S8m out 
of the S16m total. The rest was split more or less 
evenly between stocks and bonds. 

Yet Baruch's private papers support the idea 
that he may have been more exercised by the 
market's fall than his public demeanour suggested. 
In a note he wrote to himself in 1930, he set out 
the qualities he reckoned it took to be a successful 
investor. 

Top of the list he prepared was what he called 
“personal equipment", or what we might call to- 
day character. He listed six main decisive quali- 
ties: self-reliance (“do your own thinking”); 
judgment (“don't let what you want to happen io- 



From bull to bear: Whll Street in 1929 
Photograph: Hutton Getty 


fluence your judgment")-, courage; openness to new 
facts; prudence (“become more humble as the mar- 
ket goes your way”); and pliability (“Stubbornness 
as to opinions musi be entirely eliminated”, he 
opined, adding, ‘‘When you decide, act promptly, 
don't wait to see what the market will do.”) 

There followed a list of prices and economic 
indicators (“the facts”) that Baruch reckoned it 
was worth following in trying to judge the level 
of the market. 

Finally, he added a section on psychology, 
observing that nearly everyone is controlled by 
their emotions, and "that people “become alter- 
natively over-optimistic and over-pessimistic.” His 
advice was: “Have an opinion on what the mar- 
ket should do, but don't decide what the markets 
will do.” (In other words, don’t try and fight the 
way the market is moving, since it will always over- 
shoot one way or another). 

And finally, he thought, “Always make al- 
lowances for chance - keep a financial and men- 
tal and physical reserve. Always reduce 
commitment if doubtful.” 

What would Baruch think of today's markets? 
History does not of course relate. His motto was 
tbe one I mentioned last week: “Cut your losses 
and then your profits”. But he also had this advice 
for himself: “In general, run quickly.” In other 
words, when you decide to change your stance 
on a market, do so decisively - and above all don't 
get caught financing deals with borrowed mon- 
ey. In today’s markets, investors might care to 
take note. 
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A good job for insurance 


Norwich and Peterborough 
Building Society's insurance 
broking arm is launching a new 
Coverguard accident, sickness 
and insurance policy for 
homebuyers, in which policy- 
holders will be charged on the 
basis of their job status and 
other factors. For instance, a 
teacher aged 39 would pay 
£3.63 a month for each f 200of 
monthly cover taken out. Call 
01223 352421. 

Glasgow Investment Man- 
agers is extending the do- initial- 
charge offer for its three 
pepablc investment trusts - 
Shires Income, Shires Smaller 
Companies and Glasgow In- 
come Trust - until December 
31. Call 0800 435797. 

Hill Samuel Asset Manage- 
ment is launching an investment 
trust PEP focusing on smaller 
companies in the UK and Ger- 
many. Initial costs are 0.75 per 
cent, with a 1 per cent annual 
management fee. Minimum 
lump sum investments are 


£1,000, or £50 for monthly pre- 
miums. Details from your near- 
est independent financial 
adviser or 0117 971 1177. 

The Association of Invest- 
ment Urust Companies has 
published a free fact-sheet ex- 
plaining how to use investment 
trusts to provide income. Call 
0171 431 5222. 

WooMch is offering a 1 per 
qeni reduction on its standard 
loan repayment rates for loans 
between £500 and £5,000. 
Charges on the Select Person- 
al Loan now range from 16:5 
per cent APR on loans up to 
£2,900 to 11.9 per cent APR on 
loans from £10,000. 

FirstMortgage, tbe tele- 
phone lender, is launching a 
two-year discount of 3.55 per 
cent on its existing 8 per cent 
variable home loan rate. The 
company also offers a four-year 
fixed mortgage, charging 6.15 
per cent. Call WOO 080088. 

Nordstern Insurance is 
launching a policy to cover 


owners of antiques and other 
artefacts if legal title to their 
purchases is in dispute. Call 
0171 6265001. 

Carlyle life has launched a 
scheme allowing home income 
plan borrowers, who take out a 
loan on their properties to live 
off their income, to benefit 
from double the normal Miras 
tax benefits typically available 
on the first £30,000 of their 
loans. Call 01222 371725. 

Prosper® Direct, the home 
and motor insurer, is offering 
a free guide to help home- 
owners reduce the effect of 
winter weather, with details on 
who to contact if disaster 
strikes, CaD 0500 500575. 

Birmingham Midshires 
Guernsey, the building soci- 
ety’s offshore arm, is launching 
a 90-day notice account paying 
7.75 per cent gross on balances 
above £50,000. On deposits of 
£10,000, the account pays 755 
per cent gross. Call 01481 
700680. 
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Jupiter unit trusts compared with 
indices and TESSA 


Source Micropat. Offer to bid, net income reinvested, 5 years to 3.11.97 
*UK Savings TESSA £3,000 investment index. ** Excluding UK 


As a leader in long-term performance, Jupiter puts 
index tracking in the shade. 

Over the past five years our long-established 
mainstream funds, Jupiter UK Growth, Income, 
and European shine out as stars in their sectors and 
have comfortably beateD the relevant Stock Market 
indices and associated tracking funds. 

Jupiter’s record of performance stems from a 
consistent investment strategy carried through by a 
team of top-quality, long-serving fund managers. 

For further information on our range of unit 
trusts and/or the Jupiter PEP, talk to your financial 
adviser, call us free now or return the coupon. 

Get on the right track, get onto Jupiter. 
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Leaders in long-term performance 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL FREE ON 0500 QbT^7 


0800 77 66 66 


Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


To; Investor Support. Juprtar UndTruO Managers Ltd. Knightebrldpe House. 1*7 Knlghtsbridge. LondJsW m 
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UNDERSTANDING 
THE STOCK MARKET 


Gilts: no gold but 
a solid income 


Understanding shares and 

the stock market also 

means coming to grips with 
safer, income-yielding 
savings, including gilts. In 
the latest in his series, John 
Andrew explains what this 

Government-backed 

investment is all about. 


Right down at the bottom of The 
Independent 's shares page there is 
a section headed Government Se- 
curities. Although they arc known 
as gilts, the certificates, contrary to 
popular belief, hare never been 
edged with gold. 

The name is likely to have been 
coined because of their reputation, 
as the Government has never re- 
neged on any gilt. However, this 
tixs noa mean lbey are without risk, 
as the price of gilts traded on the 
stock market fluctuates. 

There are two basic types of gilt 

- index-linked gilts (XLGs) and con- 
ventional ones, in this article we will 
concentrate on the latter. 

There are four sub-categories of 
conventional gilts. Perpctuals have 
no set redemption date and will 
probably never be repaid. Shorts 
will be redeemed within two years; 
mediums from two to 12 years, 
while longs are redeemable any- 
thing above 12 years. 

Gilts have names such as Trea- 
sury, Conversion. Exchequer or 
Funding. The actual name of the gilt 
is academic; what is important is the 
interest rate it pays and its re- 
demption date. The last one listed 
on our shares page is Tky 8% 21, 
which is shorthand for 8 per cent 
Treasury 2021 . This means that this 
dlt pays an interest rate of 8 percent 

- also known as the coupon - and 
it will be redeemed in the year 2021. 

While every £100 nominal val- 
ue of Treasury 8% 2021 will pay £8 
a year for the next 25 years, the 
price one really pays for it will fluc- 


tuate on the market. Prices move 
to reflect actual and anticipated 
changes in interest rates. Simplis- 
tieaily, if interest rates rise, the price 
of gilts falls and vice versa. 

The explanation for this is sim- 
ple. The higher the interest rate, the 
greater must be the value of the in- 
terest paid by the gjlL This works 
the other way round, too. Say a gilt 
was issued Mien interest rates gen- 
erally were 10 per cent Let us call 
this fictitious stock Gilt 10%. One 
hundred pounds nominal value of 
the stock would produce an income 
of £10 a year. If interest rates in the 
market foil to 5 per cent Gflt 10% 
would stiQ pay interest of £10 a year. 

Investors would then be pre- 
pared to pay up to £200 for each 
£100 no minal value of Gilt 10% as 
at this price it would still produce 
an income cif5 percent a year (£10 
as a percentage of £200). This is an 
over-simplification as the price is 
determined by investors' views of 
future rates and the redemption 
date of the stock. 

The prices quoted for gilts are 
for £100 nominal value. They are the 
middle of the buying and selling 
prices at the close of business on 
the previous business day. Look 
again at the entry for ’Ey 8% 21 on 
the shares page. You will see that 
investors will have to pay around 
£120 to secure £100 nominal val- 
ue of the stock. 

The penultimate column is 
headed Red Yld. This is the ab- 
breviation for redemption yield. As 
you will sec, it is around one and 
a half points below the coupon rate 
of 8 per cent This is because the 
redemption yield is the sura of all 
the gross interest dividends and the 
capital gain or loss at redemption, 
expressed as a percentage return 
per year. It is lower than the 
coupon rate because at redemption, 
investors will make a capital loss. 

The booklet “Government 
Stock” is obtainable from all main 
Post Offices or by calling 0645 645 
000 . 
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For investors of a nervous disposition 


Fund managers use a range 
of $jaranteed funds to 
tempt nervous investors into 
the stock market. But as ft ? vl 
Slade argues, even in a case 
Rke Octobers share price 
plunge, the value of these 
guarantees can be more 
apparent than real. 


Many building society savers know 
that the stock market is where the 
best returns are to be found, but still 
do not quite have the neive to put 
their money into a traditional unit 
trusL They saw the stock market 
plummet in the 1387 Crash, watched 
appalled at the market’s ridiculous 
gyrations at the end of last month, 
and conclude it is all too risky. 

The industry has responded by 
launching a range of equity funds 
which either promise your capital 
sum cannot fall over a period of five 
years, or lock in your gains every few 
months by regularly setting a floor 
price which your units cannot fall be- 
low. These are usually marketed as 
“guaranteed” “protected" or 
“capital secure" funds. 

Such products are a powerful 
sales tool for fund managers, as they 
provide nervous investors with just 
enough reassurance to take the 
plunge into equities. But the guar- 
antees they offer come only at the 
price of reduced performance, and 
the chances of those guarantees ever 
being triggered is next to zero. 
Some funds provide the guarantees 
by withholding part of your cash 
from the equity market, using de- 
rivatives to cover the risk instead. 
Others retain the dividend income 
you would otherwise get from your 
shares - currently about 4 per cent 
a year. 

Independent financial adviser 
Amanda Davidson, a partner at 
London-based Holden Meehan, 
says: “Nothing comes for nothing 
and that's as true in the investment 
world as anywhere else. If you're get- 
ting something that looks as if its 
shoring up your potential losses 
then you're paying for it some- 
where along the line. 

*Td prefer most clients to be Di- 
vesting in ordinary unit trusts or in- 
vestment trusts and let them take the 
full risk and the full reward. These 
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things are very finely costed and, if 
the guarantee is Hkdy to be invoked, 
they’re probably taking more out of 
the client's investment." 

The market's dramatic moves at 
the end of last month provide a per- 
fect opportunity to illustrate how 
these hinds work in practice. Let’s 
take the example of Tuesday 28 Oc- 
tober, when the FTSE 100 index of 
leading shares plunged 457 points as 
soon as the market opened. 

Even at this nadir, five-year guar- 
antees - had such products existed 
in 1992- would have been irrelevant, 
as the market remained well above 
its level five years ago. On 28 Oc- 
tober, when the market recorded its 
lowest closing price, the FTSE 100 
share index remained 79 per cent 
above its level on that date in 1992. 

If any guaranteed fund’s floor 
price were to come into play as a re- 
sult of the 28 October fall, you would 
expect it to be one of the funds which 
reset its floor price every quarter - 
the most frequent re-calibration 
available. These funds would have 
come dosest to setting the floor price 


which applied on October 28 while to 138.74p. By 7 November it had 
markets were at their peak. fallen back to 137.69p. In fact, the 

AJB Governs UK Safeguard unit Govett guarantee can be used only 
trust, for example, last set its floor at the end of each three -month pc- 


‘Nothing comes for nothing. If you get 
something that looks as if it’s shoring up 
your potential losses, then you’re paying 
for it somewhere along the line’ 


price on 19 September 1997, at a 
level of 136.83p - equivalent to 
98 per cent of the bid price on that 
day. The bid price is the price at 
which a fund manager will buy back 
units from investors. 

Units in the AJB Govett fund are 
valued daily at 10.30am, which 
means the 28 October valuation 
came while markets were close to 
theirworet point That day’s bid price 
was 135.94p, nearly a penny below 
the floor value. 

By the next day, the bid price had 
already dimbed tack to 138.23p and 
by 3 November had dimbed further 


nod, and so will kick in only if units 
are worth less than the floor price 
of 136fl4p on December 19 this year. 
In effect the drop on so-called Red 
Tbesday was cancelled out by the 
subsequent recovery. 

Independent financial adviser 
Graham Bates says: “Where you're 
looking at repricing every three 
months, it's possible investors will 
have seen some benefit in the very 
short-term. But of course, because 
the market jumped again so quickly, 
it could only have applied immedi- 
ately after the major market fall on 
the morning of Tuesday 28 October. 
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per cent, the amount put m nsk. ; 

during that tune, limiting Che 
ddeTbey would then have the 
chance to regain in value during foe 

next three months. 

One further disadvantage of 
guaranteed funds is tbat they often - 

tend to place pre-agreed limits on 

the investment period. But if mar- 
kets were to fall by 5 per ceut, and 
then another 5 per cent m the final 
six months before the fund matures, 
the total 10 per ceDt loss has to-be 
home. By contrast, a typical investor 
might prefer to ride out the rough 
patch and wait for a more propitious 
time to dispose of his or her unit or 
investment trusts. 

Few foods, one of them being the 
Close Escalator Fund, allow a no- 
exit limit whereby gains - and losses 
- can continue to be locked madia- 

Snitum. The Close Fund, however. 

tracks not just the UK and/or the US 
markets, but a range of indices 
around the world, including Japan, 
the Far East and Australasia. 

Don Clark, another EFA, agrees 
that guarantees are often not very 
good value, but makes one exception. 
If you know you will need a set 
amouni of money at a certain date in 
the future - for a family wedding, per- 
haps- he says it may be a good idea 
toswitch to a suitable guaranteed fund 
about 18 months before the event so 
you know the minimum amount will 
be there when you need ii- 

Ms Davidson adds: “There are 
some people who just sleep easier 
knowing there is a guarantee there, 
and if that is the case, then it’s worth 
paying for. Many clients may not re- 
alise the foil price they pay, such as 
loss of dividends, but I think most 


are canny enough to know you 
don’t get anything for nothing." 


YOUR 
PENSION: 
IN YOUR 
OWN TIME, 
IN YOUR 
OWN WAY 
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A Merchant Investors pension is an 
easy, convenient and flexible pension. 

The charges are low. d 

You can vary your contributions 
without change. 

Pay no commission when 
you buy direct. 

No saJes person 
will bother you. 


The Morgan Grenfell Managed Portfolio Fund gives 
you die opportunity to gain access to world stock 
markets through investments in Morgan Grenfell s 
extensive range of unit trusts and offshore funds. It is 
available through a PEP* enabling you to take ail profits 
tax-free. For investments of 410,000 or more, you can 
take advantage of the special service offered by the new 
Managed Portfolio Premier Investment Account which 
features a quarterly personal reporting package. 


The fond has consistently outperformed the sector 
average over 1 year, 2 years, 3 years, 4 years, 5 years, 
6 Years, 7 Years and S years as well as since its launch 
on 27 March l9S9f. 

*Kju should be jut tie that the govenunatt annoaacvd tit 
the July 1 997 budget thatjrtm April & 1 999. the r« credit 
on income may bo longer be reclaimed in a PEP and that 
other tat benefits mn change mth the planned introduaion 
of a new Individual Savings Terount. 




Merchant Investors 

Assurance 


I or furl her tk-tniU contact v>ur u-uai Imamtal 

.nK Ucr, i nut picto the < oiipoii bclocv nr t alt ii 1 - tree mi 


iMG; MORGAN GRENFELL 
Lam ASSET MANAGEMENT 0800 282465 
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Company limited. Freepost BS 6013. Bristol BSl 2U7 * 
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Decisions on transferring pension holdings can have a huge impact on your future prospects 


The 

pension 

poser 

for 

people 

who 

stop 

paying 


Each year hundreds of 
thousands of personal 
pension holders stop paying 
premiums early. Should they 
transfer holdings to 
occupational schemes, 
another personal pension, or 
leave them to grow with 
their present company until 
maturity? In the first of a 
two-part series, John Chapman 
looks at the options. 

Typically, the hey factor will be the 
value of any holdings transferred out, 
as compared to how much they are 
worth if left with the existing scheme. 
This second option means accepting 
a “paid up" value. However, savers 
may be misled by an inflated paid- 
up estimate of their holdings. 

Transfer values, how much a 
fund is worth when it is switched to 
another scheme, are reasonably well 
understood. They are known to be 
considerably less, usually, than the 
total contributions paid in. 

But until recently, paid-up values 


have been a grey area. No longer. 
Alan Lakey, an independent finan- 
cial adviser at HIghclere Financial 
Services, obtained projected trans- 
fer values and paid-up values at key 
stages of pension plans, and the pro- 
jected value at maturity, assuming 
growth of 9 per cent a year less 
charges, if the money is sunply leH 
in the existing personal pension. 

His survey for the magazine 
Money Management shows that most 
companies offer identical transfer 
and paid-up values. But out of 51 
companies, 14 project dramatically 
higher paid-up values. At the two- 
year stage of 30-year policies with 
premiums of £200 a month, transfer 
values of around £2,000 are exceed- 
ed by paid-up values of about £5,000. 

Let’s put things in perspective. Af- 
ter two years, a total of £4,800 of pre- 
miums wilJ have been paid. What 
might you expect the value of your 
fund to be? With some companies you 
will get transfer and paid-up values 
of nearly all your outgoings and 
sometimes more. For example. Eq- 
uitable Life shows net growth of 8.5 
per cent per annum, with only 0-3 per 

oent being taken in charges. Many oth- 


er companies have mterabfe two-year 
•transfer values but apparently redeem 
themselves with high paid-up values 
However, the projected growth 
rates of some pald«P 
abysmal. With J Rothschild Asm* 

ana and Skandia Life, growth m the 

value of the fund until matunty is 

only about 4 per cent a year, with an 

amazing 5 per cent going in annual 
charges. The projected maturity 
value from Sun Life is only 
less than a quarter of the £49-6 6 

from Equitable Life. 

The splendid paid-up values are 
illusory. They cannot be cashed in 
and the maturity values are gener- 
al poor. Should plan-holders instead 
take the miserable transfer values on 
offer and seek higher growth else- 
where? In many cases, yes. 

The charges that cause this havoc 
often arise from premiums being put 
into “capital units" ( a^ gr otesque 
misnomer) and levies an first and sec- 
ond year premiums eating into plan 
holdings each year until matunty. 
Next week, we will publish tables 
showing where many of the compa- 
nies stand, to help you decide 
whether switching is right for you- 


Stung for acting 
on good advice 


Investors are being 
penalised by personal 
pension providers for 
taking up the offer of a 
good occupational 
pension - despite this 
being universally 
recommended as best 
advice, writes Andrew Verity. 


Fresh research by Lincoln, a life 
insurer which sees 45 per cent 
of its regular pension premiums 
lapse within three years, shows 
■ that 20 per cent of the lapses 
\ occur because policyholders are 
offered an occupational scheme. 

An independent poll of 200 
policyholders who stopped pay- 
ing in, conducted for Lincoln by 
Marplan, revealed that 34 per 
cent lapsed because of unem- 
ployment, 23 per cent because 
of a career break to raise a child, 
and 20 per cent because they 
were offered a good occupa- 
tional scheme. 

Wayne Taylor, marketing 
and communications manager 
at Lincoln, says: “The research 
shows that 77 per cent of those 
who lapsed did so for genuine 
reasons." 

The finding s echo the mas- 
sive review of mis-selling of pen- 
sions being pushed ahead by 
Helen Liddell, the Economic 
Secretary to the Treasury. This 
identified at least 600,000 


people who had lost thousands 
because they opted for a per- 
sonal pension rather than an 
occupational scheme. 

Lincoln’s findings, support- 
ed by Allied Dunbar research 
which arrives at similar con- 
clusions, suggest that many 
personal pension holders are in 
a Catch-22 dilemma when they 
are offered an occupational 
scheme: ignore the occupa- 
tional scheme and lose thou- 
sands of pounds by missing out 
on employer contributions; or 
join the scheme and lose thou- 
sands of pounds because of per- 
sonal pension charges. 

They come in the wake of 
separate research conducted by 
Bath-based Higbdere Financial 

Services which shows that those 

who lapse early will often re- 
ceive a shaipfy diminished pen- 
sion fund when it matures. 
This is because a dispropor- 
tionate amount of their savings 
disappears in life office charges. 

HIghclere principal Alan 
Lakey shows that some com- 
panies, including Skandia Life, 
levy heavy penalties on cus- 
tomers who lapse - despite 
the knowledge that they lapse 
for genuine reasons. 

Lakey’s research shows that 
despite appearing inexpensive, 
Skandia is the most expensive 
office for policyholders who 
lapse within five years and 
leave their pension with that 
office- 
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Global Tracking PEP. 


Not all the best companies are British, which is why not all of the 
Norwich Global Tracking PEP is invested in British companies. 

Unlike most other tracking PEPs, we invest in over 2,500 companies 
worldwide, to give excellent potential for growth. 

■ Growth since launch in July 1996 of 31.6%* TAX-FREE 1 , with 
a historic return of 133.1%** over 5 yeaTS. 

■ 75% of your investment fradcs UK companies and 25% tracks companies 
in 27 other stock markets woridwide. 

■ No initial charges and no charge for transfer from other PEPs. 

■ Access to your money whenever you want it. 




Pahsos think th* all pension plans ue ibe same. If you 
«o .bird fot .he 


• Has no shareholders. 

»*“ - >— — pi *“ ed - 
without penalty. . , . 

. Lets yon v.ty 7°™ contributions - wt.hou. 
. ProriJes fall return of fund in CTent of death 

So, if you would Bkc “ most others, call us direct on 

f^ n 3M8“58 0 or send offthe <° u P on bcl °* im 

tnfoiraarian by post and by telephone 

Www.equhaWe.co.uk 
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Tefc (Office) . 
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For a free information pack call 


W1CH 

bohi 

btects more, 


quoting reference number 1IN45. 

lines open weekdays gam-6t?ni, weekends ioam-4pm. 
‘ CaBs charged at local rate. 


r 


Title 

Address 


I would like more information on the Norwich Global Tracking PEP. 

Please annpJetfi this coupcm fa BLOCK CAPHAlSaM return it to: Norwich llnkm PortfolfoServlces UTnited, RIEEPOSTANG4247, Norwich NR13BR, 

Initial Surname 


Number (Day) 


Postcode 

(Evening) 


trtease note ihatftmigbtTWtbe possible to continue investment fti aPEP after April lggg when the Government plan to I ihioduce a new In dividiial Savings Account Past performance is no guide to the future; unit 

mfceHanqodownaswenasuprifteperformanreofPffsmvestedineqiiitybaseda^ 

Rods inverted abroad may after with exchange rate fluctuations, mfomiatton/advlce will only relate to Noiwidi Union inodui^Vfe my tdqihoneytm to eemfirm receipt of your infoimation pack 'Buy to ^ 
^.rjmaniXQfttic Norwirii ^AhaiTrarirfnq PEP, gross income reinvested 1/7/96 to 30/9/97. **AHftough ihe Norwich Global Tiadcmg PEP has only been available ft>TT year, if youhad invested fa.000 on i/io/ca in the 
dEdJhiqftinds of the Noiwidi cOobal Tradring Pff {in the same proportions as the PEP) your investmertwoiddbwebeenwOTlh £2^ (agrowlhof^i*) on 30/9/97, asmmingfheincoine tax benefits trfaP» 
T MoHed- Dz^ a that you provide may be used by Norwich Union group companies, your financial adviser or other relevant organisatkms for marketing purposes such as maricet research and contacting you 
^^Sr^your insurance and investment needs. For your protection all telephone calls will be recorded. The Personal Investment Authority and IMRO regulate Norwich Union Portfolio Services limited. 
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1 H£ BA SEMENT gym and pool 


Often empty, but deep down, it’s nice to know it’s there 


Among those who 
contributed to the £1 bn 
spent on keeping Tit last 
year there are bound to 
be backsliders who never 
so much as sat on an 
exercise machine. How 
much easier, then, to be 
strongminded when the 
pool and gym are a floor 
rather than a hike away. 
Penny' Jackson goes in search 
of fitness fanatics in new 
housing developments. 


As is obvious from the 
brochures, developments with 
their.own leisure facilities use 
them robustly in the marketing 
matcriaL Some live up to their 
promise but others are simply 
a useful way of filling a space 
in the basement that cannot be 
used for homes. 

Nevertheless, even a 
cramped gym and small pool go 
a good way towards meeting the 
expectations of overseas resi- 
dents, particularly Americans. 
They may not use them, but 
they like to know they are 
there. In an area where there 
are good health clubs it is less 
likely that developments will 
provide facilities themselves. 

Not surprisingly some of 
the best came with the 19S0s ex- 
pansion into the then desert- 
like Docklands in east London. 
At that timg swimming pools 
went in with little thought 
about bow they would affect 
service charges. 

Since then residents have 
discovered that the upkeep 
and beating of a reasonable size 
poo) can push service charges 
up by £1,500 a year, according 
to Torn Marshall of Cluttons es< 
tate agents. 

“The fewer the flats the 
more expensive it becomes and 
it is not economical on a de- 
velopment with fewer than 100 
flats,” he says- “Nobody walks 
in to ask for a flat because of 
the facilities, but they like the 



The bottom liner the 
pool at New Caledonia 
Wharf, Rotherhrthe, east 
London. Charges for 

such facilities can be 
high, though many 
choose not to use them 


Photograph: 
Andrew Buurman 


idea of something being thrown 
in if it doesn’t cost too much. 
Anyway, the trend seems to be 
to get out and socialise." 

On a small development, 
Gill Lamprell at Knight Frank 
would expect a £3,500 service 
charge to drop by a £1,000 if the 
pool were to be removed. She 
points out that economy of 
scale means that a large scheme 
such as the 420-unit Metro 
.Central in Elephant and Cas- 
tle, m south London, with pool, 
gym and steam room can keep 
annual charges at around the 


£1 ,300-mark for a two-bed- 
room flat. 

At some flats, tenants began 
to find the charges creeping too 
high. At London Wharf, for in- 
stance, on the canal m Hack- 
ney, east London, residents 
elated to dose the initially pop- 
ular exercise area and save 
money. Given the cost of join- 
ing health clubs, if in-house fa- 
cilities are good enough to 
tempt residents away from the 
kudos of dub membership they 
wiB gel their money's worth. 

Luke Doonan, from Savills’ 


Docklands office, lives in the 
Bow Quarter development con- 
verted from the old Bryant 
and May factory in east Lon- 
don. He exercises almost every 
day. “I work late a lot and find 
it easier to go straight down- 
stairs than take my kit to work 
and go to a chib,” he says. There 
are aerobic classes here every 
evening and it can get manic." 

As one of the largest devel- 
opments in London - 733 units 
- it has the usual 34~bour se- 
curity. full time gym staff, as 
well as a pool, steam room and 


so on, and yet keeps service 
charges down to £1,400 for a 
two-bedroom flat and £1,000 
for a one-bedroom loft "It's 
also very sociable” Mr Doonan 
adds. “There’s a bar dose to the 
gymnasium and it always has 
people sitting down there with 
towels round their heads.” 

For the focused fitness en- 
thusiast such distractions may 
be of little interest but many 
young buyers who work long 
hours do not want to exercise 
in lone splendour, however 
convenient 


At Anchorage Point built in 
the 1980s on the Isle of Dogs 
with a particularly nice pool and 
large gym, no one is fighting 
over the rowing machines. 

Bob Irwin, the building 
manager, says that it never 
gets crowded there. “The most 
Fve seen in the pool at once is 
six. Obviously the complex, 
which is open from 6 -30am to 
11pm, is used more in the 
evenings and weekends but it’s 
generally quiet The Bank of 
China use it more than most 
since its a bit of a novelty.” The 


service charges for a two-bed- 
room flat in the complex are 
just over £3,000. 

At the 1 16-flat Caledonian 
Wharf, Rotherhithe, where 
Bob lrwm has also worked, it 
is rather a different story. The 
collonaded and self-contained 
leisure complex faces the 
Thames, in the centre of the U- 
shaped development The glass 
on three sides makes swimming 
a more public affair. “It was 
very sociable and lively there,” 
Mr Irwin recalls. “Pool parties 
were popular. I only once had 


to a put a stop to one when it 
threatened to get out of hand.” 
A two-bedroom flat there cost- 
ing £175,000 would have a ser- 
vice charge of £2^31- 

The advantage of size is all 
too obvious when it comes to 
the Canary Riverside and Mil- 
lennium Harbour develop- 
ments tinder construction in the 
London Docklands. At Canary 
Wharf, tennis courts and a 
health club, spa and swimming 
pool complex on the river bank 
are part of the package for 
those who buy there. 

On the other band, the 
equally ambitious Millennium 
Harbour will have state-of-the- 
art leisure facilities that will be 
open to membership from non- 
residents. Thai is a trend which 
smaller developments are be- 
ginning to favour. 

In Wimbledon, south-west 
London, Espree Health Cluhs 
is running the leisure complex 
on the entire ground floor of 
Pathfinder's Wimbledon Cen- 
tral scheme. Those who buy one 
of the 104 units will get ayear’s 
free membership, worth about 
£1,000. After that, they can 
choose whether to contribute to 
the £lbn keep-fit industry, 
which is expected to grow by a 
further £250m this year. 


Canary Riv erside: 0171 591 2388 
Millennium Harbour: 0171 488 
9586 Wimbledon Centred: 0181 
9460081 



The buyer who spotted that subsidence 
is not the disaster it’s cracked up to be 


It is the stuff of nightmares. The 
hairline crack you thought was just 
an acceptable sign of ageing 
plaster gradually widens. Then the 
brickwork follows suit. For many 
homeowners, panic is the next 
step. But, as Robert Uebman 
discovers, for a small band of 
would-be buyers subsidence is an 
opportunity, not a problem. 


Cleaning «P= Sue Be^U * the hou* i the 

have made their home 


The bouse bad visible subsidence. It had 
once been divided into two self-contained 
flats which would have to be restored to 
a one-family home. And the seller was up- 
pity: exchange in 10 days or the deal was 
off 

Eva and Peter BotteriU, experienced 
homebuyers wbo, with two grown children 
still in the nest, needed a large proper- 
ty, had no objection to living in Kew Gar- 
dens, in London. Most importantly, they 
needed a bargain and are fearless. 

“Roots from a Dearby tree had cracked 
the drain, causing a wall to collapse,” Mm 
BotteriU explains. "An interior wall had ' 
a huge crack running through it But this 
was a solid 1930s houses. 1 knew it 
wasn't going to foil down. And the sub- 
sidence had kept the price low.” 

- As work on the BotteriU home pro- 
gresses, a handsome, spacious and stur- 
dy home is emerging. Nevertheless, 
“subsidence monitoring” as a mortgage 
condition should serve as a warning to 
those with tender nerves or thin wallets. 

Houses afflicted with subsidence may 
be heavily discounted. Some buyers in a 
market starved of quality properties may 
regard such damaged goods as better than 
nothing. Actual or would-be speculators 


will be attracted to the prospect of big 
profits when they sell on, while estate 
agents may well have hard-lo-seli prop- 
erties of that sort od their books. But risks 
abound, often bidden in complex struc- 
tural and insurance issues. Professional 
information and advice are essential. 

Despite dae risks, the Bottcrills had few' 
doubts about the wisdom of their pur- 
chase. Originally a three-bedroom semi- 
detached family home, the property had 
been divided for two elderly sisters. Sub- 
sequently inherited by an Australian rel- 
ative, the house was then bought by a kxal 
estate agent. “When we viewed it, the sell- 
er told us it was already under offer, and 
we offered £5,000 more. He accepted, pro- 
vided we exchanged contracts in 10 
days,” Mrs BotteriU says. 

“But we were worried about another 
buyer moving even quicker. The seller had 
accepted a higher offer from us, so he 
could accept even more from someone 
else. He told us other people were in- 
terested. Fd have been silly, in a rising 
market, not to believe him. You can’t be 
complacent if yon want something. 

“The seller’s deadline did not give us 
much time for surveys so we got a sur- 
veyor friend of ours to look at the prop- 
erty. He identified the tree root as the 
culprit but reassured us that under pinning 
would not be required.” A wall-strength- 
ening procedure known as brick-stitching 
would suffice. 

The couple paid a survey fee of sorts. 
“He advised us that if he put it in writ- 
ing and charged us, the building society 
would take it seriously,” Mrs BotteriU 
adds. “If he had said, ‘Don’t touch this 
with a bargepole', his advice would have . 
been free.” 

And if they had not had a surveyor 
for a friend? “If you wait for a survey or 
pick a slow solicitor, you won't get the . 


property," she insists. "You can't risk go- 
ing through proper channels in a rising 
market. If necessary, I would have hired 
a local surveyor to proride an on-the-spot 
survey. Surveyors don’t want to lose a fee." 

Insurance was the next hurdle. “We 
had to make sure that the previous own- 
er’s insurer accepted the claim , so we bad 
to get the benefit of the claim assigned 
to us.” 

The Botteriils had been living, un- 
happily, in a rented flat after selling their 
home in Chiswick. Cash buyers, they nev- 
ertheless needed a mortgage for re- 
building work estimated at 
£50,000-60,000. 

Mrs BotteriU explains that the build- 
ing society cooperated But, she adds: 
“They put a full retention on the prop- 
erty to ensure that we reinstated it to a 
single dwelling - one kitchen, one set of 
me tern. There had to be subsidence 
monitoring and professional rebuilding.” 

Ten days is more than adequate for a 
proper survey involving a drains test and 
soil sampling, according to Malcolm 
Hollis, a chartered surveyor. Soil infor- 
mation on specific areas is available 
from computerised data bases, “and we 
can also do an auger test at the site to take 
a plug out of the ground which provides 
a sample down to perhaps three metres. 
But surveyors do not have x-ray vision. 
There is always a level of ride”, 

Mr HoHis notes “The downside of am- 
ple brick-stitching is that if the founda- 
tion is not replaced, and if movement 
continues because the procedure tackled 
the symptoms and not the disease, future 
repairs might be extremely costly and not 
covered by insurance” 

Friendships may also be sorely tested. 
^Even surveyors can get it wrong,” warns 
Richard Bems, senior partner with a Lon- 
don firm of solicitors, Piper Smith & 


Basham. “Normally, buyers should check 
that the surveyor has proper negligence 
cover for an adequate amount- Preferably, 
your surveyor sits on the panel of the 
building society, otherwise the survey 
might not be accepted.” 

Mr Bems adds: “Buyers must appre- 
ciate that the fact of a subsidence claim 
has to be disclosed to future purchasers. 
A history of subsidence will pul some po- 
tential purchasers off particularly in a de- 
pressed market.” 

Subsidence usually involves the kind 
of work that means the home must be va- 
cated. The BotteriDs cheerfully moved into 
a building site. Mrs BotteriU points to the 
room that will gel new French doors and 
to the rubble-strewn section of the gar- 
den where her kitchen will sprout 

She expects to live in tip-like sur- 
roundingsfor three months, followed by 
three more mouths of substantial deco- 
rating and interior work. “Then we will 
think about things like whether we want 
a pond in the garden. We won’t be fin- 
ished for several years yet," Eva says. 

The omnipresent skjp'and the mud and 
dust are not entirely unwelcome. “We 
lived in our previous house for 15 years. 
Peter didn't have the enthusiasm to do It 
up again, and I was also ready for a 
change. If you don’t change, you stagnate. 
We now have a project we can actively 
share for the next five or ax years. It’s good 
for us. It's good for our marriage.” 


For advice on subsidence: Royal Institution 
for Chartered Surveyors, 12 Great George 
Street, Parliament Square, London, SW2P 
3AD, 0171 222 7000; Association of British 
Insurers, 51 Gresham Street, London, 
EC2V 7HQ 0171-600 3333; Piper Smith 
& Basham, 31 Warwick Square, London, 
SW1V 2AF; 0171 828 8685; Malcolm 
Hollis, 01700-127000 


Insurers try to ease the pain but the signs this year are ominous 


The cost to insurers dealing 
with that awesome crack in the 

... • ‘ VftflT 


nuumoiB" — . 

wall has risen in the past year 
or two - but is still nowhere 


or [WO — in* I “ “ — — 

near as bad as it was at the start 

of the decade. More to the 


or me »■ , 

point, U is now easier than it was 
then to squeeze payment out ot 
your insurer if it should happen 

After a period in which 


angry home-owners were 
pushed from pillar to post in 
their increasingly desperate ef- 
forts to make Their insurance 
companies accept responsibil- 
ity fora claim, a settlement sys- 
tem is now up and running. 

In 1991, says the Association 
of British Insurers (ABI), its 
members were forced to shell 
out more than £540m to settle 


subsidence claims. A year 
later, the number of claims 
notified to insurance companies 
still ran to more than 45,000, 
but the figure claimed for was 
£25 9m. 

Since then, after a period of 
relative calm, claims have start- 
ed to mount again, from £225m 
in 1994 to £326m the following 


year. So for in 1997, the num- 


ber is higher than in the first six 
months of last year. Given that 
far more claims are made in the 
second half of the year, after diy 
spells show up those cracks stifl 
further, the signs are ominous. 

But anyone affected by sub- 
sidence should not despair, 
even if insurers have changed 
after the purchase of a new 
house. In a deal brokered by the 


ABI, any claim notified within 
eight weeks from the date the 
current company assumed the 
risk will be dealt with by the for- 
mer insurer. 

Claims that are notified 
more than eight weeks and 
later than one year after the 
current insurer sold the policy 
is dealt with by that firm. It then 
splits the cost of dealing with 


the problem with the old in- 
surer. 

Claims made a year or more 
from the date the risk was ac- 
cepted by the new insurer are 
deal with exclusively by that 
firm. ■ 

An ABI spokesman says 
that makes claims acceptance 
easier for many home-owners. 
But he admits that subsidence 


can be wearying for many peo- 
ptei who can forced to wait many 
months before their problem is 
dealt with, espedalfy if they are 
hoping to sell their house in the 
meantime. 

“One of the more demoral- 
ising things can be if a compa- 
ny says that it is necessary to 
wait a few months to check 
whether it is subsidence and 


bow it should be dealt with," he 
says. “It is very hard to do any- 
thing about thaL 

“Bui the important thing is 
not to panic. The problem will 
be dealt with. Having an as- 
sessor from the company on aie 
to deal with many of tire tech- 
nicalities is also helpful.” 


— Hie Cicutti 
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AT HOME/ S P I R AL S TAIRCA SES 


An amusing twist on the 
way up to the bedroom 


Marginally more user- 
friendly than a fireman's 
pole, spiral staircases 
remain firmly in the 
fantasies of childless, 
petless home-owners 
and architects fitting out 
ultra-modem warehouse 
conversions. But, as 
Rosalind Russell discovers, 
sometimes it can be the 
only way to achieve a 
lofty ambition. 


In London, where space is tight, 

a spiral staircase can link sitting 

room to gallery, balcony to pa- 
tio garden or first floor to a loft 
conversion bedroom. Despite 
the drawbacks lots of people stffl 
find them attractive. 

Tony Capon, whose Cam- 
bridge-based company ATbion 
Designs produces about 15 spi- 
ral staircases a week for the res- 
idential and commercial 
market, finds it is now being 
asked to supply to builders 
planning one as a feature in 
newly built houses. “The largest 
number of requests are for loft 
extensions,” Mr Capon says. 
"Supplied and fitted, the cheap- 
est would cost around £1.200 
plus VAX In ornate cast iron, it 
would be from £L500.” 

Anyone considering giving it 
a twirl should first consult the 
local planning department, as 
staircases are hedged about 
with specific building regula- 
tions, "We do offer advice,” Al- 
bion says. “But really you 
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A form of improvement: two Afoion designs, the one above at AJdeburgh* Suffolk. 
However, some estate agents warn that spiral staircases are not always suitable 


should have an architect submit 
drawings to make sure it com- 
plies with all the regulations." 

Original Victorian designs 
have had to be modified as 
most are too narrow. “You 
used to be able to pull old spi- 


ral staircases out of skips,*' Mr 
Capon recalls. “Not any more. 
We have a collection of designs 
which were found in skips, but 
we have had them all copied to 
new sizes. If you wanted one 
made to link the hack of the 


house down to the garden, yon 
could pay between £6,000 and 
£8,000, although some people 
with large terraces do pay up to 
£ 20 , 000 .” 

Most staircases come in ei- 
ther cast iron, which needs reg- 


ular maintenance if it's outside 
and is not to look like the poor 
old peeling Forth Bridge. But 
you can paint it in different 
colours when the mood takes 
you. A polyester powder coat- 
ing baked on like car paint lasts 


longer but you are stuck with the 
colour, which might chip, but 
not peeL Albion says colour 
preferences have altered. 

The bright red of a few 
years ago has vanished along 
with city brokers’ scarlet braces. 


Cream and white are in now. 
If you already own a rusting 
spiral staircase, DIY restoration 
is not a Saturday afternoon 
job. Oxley's Metal Restoration 
Services, in Chipping Camden, 
Gloucestershire, can shot-blast 


Parker. “Put one in a country 
cottage and it can almost de- 
value' the property” 

Peter Rawlings, of Foxtons 
estate agents, agrees. “In a 
young, trendy two-bedroom 
apartment, a spiral staircase is 
a definite advantage," he says. 
“In a four-bedroom family 

house it is not They can be dan- 
gerous and awkward for chil- 
dren. They are a good 
investment in the right atmos- 
phere, say linking a sitting room 
up to a conservatory. I have seen 
some wonderfully elegant spi- 
ral staircases, butnnost times 
they are a pain in the boL” 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Services 


Hackney 


Loft Conversions 


SPACE 




Contemporary 

Uve/Wark 

Buildings 


SPECTACULAR 



• Stop slippmg tiles and dates Hp 

• Stop rein, snow and dirt gif; 

t Stop na3 fatigoe V 

• Stop leaks and condensation ■ 

• Stop pipes and tanks freezing 

• Replaces damaged or no anderfelc 

• SAVE UP TO 80% HEAT LOSS 

• GUARANTEED FOR 25 YEARS 


London 

Fields 

East 

London 

Lane 


LOFTS 


A NEW STYLE OF LIVING 
ON THE NORTH BANK SW1 


Hackney 


VOLUME 


Prices from £ 77,500 « £ 1 30,000 fee 


ROOF RENOVATION AT A FRACTION OF 
THE COST OF RE-ROOFING 

TRS LTD are recommended by the foam manufacturers and apply only the 
highest quality systems available. Recognised by the B.BA. and used in local 
authorities, agriculture and industrial buildings, schools, churches, hospitals, 
bams and thousands of residential properties 
★ ALL AT PRICES THAT DON'T GO THROUGH THE ROOF * 


Retirement Homes 


Russell Baldwin 
& Bright „ 


BUY DIRECT - CUT OUT THE MIDDLEMAN 
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01832 293771 K 



The Morocco Store 
1 Leathermarket Street SE 1 
755 - t ,430 sq.ft. 

Shell & Fitted 
Terraces & Big Views 
Garage Parking, 999 Yrs. 
£ 1 50k - £450k 

Launch this Weekend 

Sat. 1 5 :h & Sun. 16 l " :12 - 4 pm 



Prestigious Houses 
For The Discerning Executive 

Bulvalid Place. EirKi prcstijjMib houso > Bering premier 
security anJ dim- parking m SVC' I. Four-twlivomed 
properties arc nv-nl.iMi- for rcnnil n»*w fnmi around £1,000 
per week oxcliiMvelv rhr> «ij»*h Chcstern -n> Rer-iJciuial. 
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CHESTERTONS 


0171 834 V 59 S 
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Send the coupon today FREEPOST (no stamp required) to: ■. 

TRS LTD, FREEPOST ANG3321, HUNGTTNGDON, PEI 7BR 
□ YESI Please arrange a brochure and FREE SURVEY 


0171 403 0600' 


www.waterhouse.uk.com 


Name: Tel No: 


Address... 


.Postcode 




NEAR TENBURY WELLS, NORTH 

WORCESTERSHIRE HEREFORDSHIRE 

An extended fanner mfflbocse a period, store nnral collage, at 
ihe«ndof»lr*d*. wnh 

waterman, bounded by Hie kyn 

Brook m tn wooded valley. ertensrre onaitiysWe view. 

OFTOtS IN THE REGION OF OFFERS IN THE REGION OF 
oKiwn FREEHOLD OMfiBO FREEHOLD 

Tel: 01432 266663 a* a. Am 


London Property 


lb Let 


CHAPEL FOR 
CONVERSION 


Sell your home for as little the independent 
as £50 per advertisement INDE £IE DENT 


Advertise your property through the Independent and Independent on Sunday's jCRANBROOK 
highly successful Property Gallery, ; a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday Your Money or the Sunday Business 
sections.Your property will appear in the format shown here, with 40 words of 
description complemented by a full colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the cost per ad> 

/ x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £ 1 30 (£65 each) ny 

3 x Advertisements cost £ 1 50 (£50 each) — 01712932037 — 
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Cftanaiag Methodist CJupri 
in rustic Kent setting - 40mnu 
drive Caflanr Wharf. Qua 
Jxwa and bam conrnthxu 
ncartiy. Phoning Tor 
coo verson up to 4 beds. Gnai 
doable bright space, routed 
eatings. stone aimed windows, 
many original features. 


* PROFESSIONAL 1 
COUPLE REQ'D 

Muswell Hill/5 mins 
E. Finchley Tube 
Studio flut/Loft 
conversion within 3 
bed flat, en suite, wc. 
shower, pine floors, 
brand new- decor 
Immediate move • 
needed 
£690 pem 
G iBXlck 

0171 293 2442 Idctyi 

* or 0467 371145 ‘ 


£127,000 
0171 231 3132 


SPECTACULAR LOFTS 
HARROW ROAD, W9 


Commercial 


Auctions 


4 bed, Z hath. 


FHI In this coupon and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to:The PropertyTeam, 
Classified Advertising, 1 9th Floor, Independent Newspaper, I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London El 4 5DL 

DeadBre for receipt of copy/ photo is at lent 6 working «by» prior to pubbretfen. 

Ofhr open to private adnrtxMA v*f, commercial advertitinf package awflfrbto on rwpret. 


BELGIUM- SHUSSELE: For aste 
tomMK property iitti ottea* 
■nd worfcarnpa Rowing return: 
tjptt 1:7%. Loc*tav on • major 
rood. Pnco £1.700.050 sals 
Money: CAFtCO Td; 00 32/2 
235.16,70 Foe 0032/2 229.1171. 
ParVMK 0032/K2S.4&C. 

BELGIUM * BRUSSELS: For sU r 
budding vrfth oRIcm 1 JBQaqm 
and tout m conattKfton mo for 
porettte Wwwion 

1,381 *qm* 3731 sqm. Comnw- 
CM tocaaon beside the ring iosd 
I m Brussels. Price : 1 ,000.00a 
| Luxury bufrtSno. Sola noenovi 
CARGO TW: 00302 220.15.70. 
i Fa* :0C3Z.’2 228,15,71. PMttblK 
; 0032/752B.46A2. 


MAJOR 

PUBLIC AUCTION 

RESALE TIMESHARES 
Reserves from 000 DO 
StfBfcJ 22 Nombtrlpa 
Siodani Tsk ttancaaot. GAk 
Catsh^nca fttttK 

K. w. Room 

Dppt 1. The While Howw, 
PNtnpoadi RtMd, 
ITuitus Dhim, 

SY. KI70SY 

0X81 339 0010 



Only 4 units 
remaining , all 
double height with 
mezanines, ranging: 
1100-1300 sq. ftTpw 
unit, roof gardens, 
industrial lift, 
electronic skylight 
windows, parkins 
available. 

999 Year Leases 

Prices from: £167,500 - £179,500 
Telephone 0171 7244404 


Goldschmidt 


HOWLAND 


Overseas Property 


name 


.TELEPHONE (daytime). 


ADORES 

I require O jG 3 CH(tidt appropnaiebox) Ad^rxiserr> 2 nt( 5 ) atatotdcc?aof £ — ~- 

Rease enclose a cheque fbrUns amount made pay ite to^ 'Newspaper Pubfching K orfli in yourVBa/Aaess/Arnex/Driers Quo detaie 


CREDIT CARD NO l I l » I t LXXi-i Li i 1 i » -1 i EXFIRVDATE * 

For advice or more information please call The PropertyTeam* on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-193 2302 
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To advertise in the Property 
Section please call Albert 
Blackburn on 0171 293 2343 or 
Zara White on 0171 293 2302. 
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The firm, which also re 

stores steel bicycle frames^ 

garden 

supply a new finish m any 
colour, including bronze, aged 
gold and old copper. 

But maintenance is not re- 
ally the problem, estate agents 
say “Great if you have one on 
anwisonette ou the i»as( with 

covoucantaKe 


Albion Designs 01223 836128; 
Oxley's Restoration Services 
01386 840466; Strutt & Patter 
0171 823 2899; Paxtons 0171 590 
1000 


1>J* O' \So 


V - 


.r v,. \ 

vr 


,the 

liv 

the 

oW* 

and t 

getf 


_ _ xx 




S'-' 






Yes, why 


'IT*-*:-;. > 

***' -•->* •• 

5 t 

^ .v 






TO \ 


0 










-r “ 




11/PROPERTY 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
15 NOVEMBER IW 

▼ 




<s 


house SIT TING 

Say hello 
to the cat, 
live in 
the lap 
of luxury, 
and then 
get paid 



Money, and the 
rest: Colin and 
Jo Munro, two 
of William 
Lewies team, 
on the watch 
at a property 
in Sussex 

Photograph: 
Andrew Hasson 
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Fancy living in the lap of 
luxury without spending a 
bean? Even better, how 
about actually getting paid 
for it? For a small hand of 
people this is one of the 
perks of their job. Except 
that, as Fiona Brandhorst 
discovers, you will have to 
move out after a while. And 
not every property carries 
that exclusive cachet. 


Working for the stars is almost as 
good as being one. At least that 
is what Phil Swaine, an “executive 
house sitter", lists as one of the 
perks of his successful business. 
Along with his partner, Alison 
Verity, he spends his days looking 
'after secluded luxury homes when 
the owners are away on business 
or holiday. 

“When potential clients see our 
portfolio their eyes light up," says 
Mr Swaine, whose references 
read like television credits. Ms 
Verity has a way with horses so 
they pull in a lot of work from 
the show-jumping' world, as’tffctt' 
as the Likes of Dennis Waterman 


and Bob Monkhouse. 

“It’s a 24-hour job at times,” 
he says, “but we work together so 
it’s not restricting." But is it 
tempting to spend hours soaking’ 
in the indoor swimming pool or 
Jacuzzi? “You soon get fed up with 
all that,” Mr Swaine says. “When 
you’ve been up since 5am sur- 
veying the estate, all you want to 
do is lock up and go to bed.” 

On behalf of his Yorkshire- 
based firm, ASG Executive Se- 
curity, he visits all his clients 
before taking on the work and 
charges by the week, starting at 
around £500 depending on the aze 
of the properly and work re- 
quired when he is there. Living in 
such year-round luxury, Phil and 
Alison take only the odd day out 
on their less-than-palatial nar- 
rowboaL 

“We could be in a huge farm- 
house one week and a £5m prop- 
erty the next, so there’s no point 
in going away on aproper holiday 
ourselves.” Do they get the chance 
to network with the stars? “Some- 
times we get invited to our diems’ 

. .sodaLeyenfa and we never know. . 
who’s going to be there - 1 have 

Unlike Mr Swaine's clients, 


William Lewis's live in council flats 
as well as country homes. Since 
starting Home and Pet Care 
around 10 years ago, he con- 
cludes that people are more con- 
cerned about their pets than their 
home when they go away. 

And it can mean more than just 
feeding and stroking the cat, Mr 
Lewis says. “One of my most ex- 
perienced sitters looked after a 
large property in Gloucestershire. 
On day one there were 165 ani- 
mals to care for. including five ex- 
pensive dogs, horses and goats. 
But as the days went by, animals 
started giving birth so the numbers 
were rising by about 30 a day " 

. Mr Lewis now has 250 people 
working for him all round the 
country, from St Ives to Inverness. 
He was not sure how to get in 
touch with possible sitters when 
he started, so he advertised in re- 
tirement magazines and church 
newspapers. It paid off: most of 
his sitters are Saga types, gener- 
ally former pet owners, trying to 
fill the big bole in their lives that 
retirement has brought. Pre- 
.dictably.Mr Lewis has a Mr and 
Mrs Woof on his books and a dog 
that heeds a bffingual companion 
as it only understands French. 


Mr Lewis's bouse sitters always 
meet their intended .clients be- 
forehand and there is no com- 
mitment on either side. The cost 
is from £17 a day. “Not only are 
people’s pets looked after in their 
own home but no one with a sit- 
ter has been burgled either,” he 
says. With that in mind, he is is 
careful about. who he takes on to 
his books and checks work records 
going back 20 years, following up 
all references. Ageism is not a 
word he knows. “All my sitters are 
over 50 - they’re just more reli- 
able.” 

Helen Wight's approach is de- 
cidedly more casual. She gener- 
ally sits for frieuds of- friends and 
has been lucky enough to be 
asked when she has been home- 
less between flats. But before 
anyone starts ear-marking short- 
stay addresses, they should con- 
sider her hidden expenses. 

“1 made the most of living in 
a five-bed luxury family home and 
had friends round foe dinner 
practically every night for five 
weeks,” she says. “I may have 
saved my rent but I blew it all on. - 
entertaining." The next time she 
bonse-sat she cut the dinner par- 
ties but still invited friends over 


just to have a look. “It was owned 
by a really wacky couple who had 
loads of 60s and 70s stuff. The fun- 
niest tiling was a four-tiered shelf 
unit covered with nodding dogs, 
lions and elephants. Every time I 
came down the stairs the whole lot 
started going” 

Insurance companies general- 
ly do not ask questions about who 
is staying in your house when you 
are away, unless it is going to be 
for more than 30 days. Then, the 
excess payable on arty claim can 
increase considerably. 

While most of us rely on neigh- 
bours to keep an eye on things 
whDe we are away, When there is 
more at stake it is time to call in 
the professionals. JPB Security 
Services provides rapid response 
security guards to patrol houses 
deep in the Surrey stockbroker 
belt “When there is £100,000 
worth of antiques in a property,, 
people have to take security seri- 
ously,” says JPB’s managing di- 
rector John Berry. 

Even for an ex-police dog han- 
dler it can be a scary business. “1 
had a client who’d been, given a 
death threat written in blood. 1 
had to personally go and staywifo - 
his wife and family in a very se- 


cluded property when he went 
away on business. It did get a bit 
tricky.” Mr Berry advises people 
to only use security companies that 
are members of trade associations. 
“You can be sure they'll follow 
strict codes of training and oper- 
ation.” 

A house sitter may feel confi- 
dent when left in a strange house 
with a trusty list of emergency tde- 
phone numbers pinned to the no- 
ticeboard, but it is what the 
owners do not tell them that can 
be most worrying. 

Vicky Magill house-sat for a 
friend this summer. The house had 
all the usual accessories - electric 
gates, heated swimming pool, 
sauna and gym. But by the end of 
the three weeks she was convinced 
about something else. In the mid- 
dle of the night one of the televi- 
sions would mysteriously turn 
itself on. She checked for a time 
switch or a remote control but 
could only come to one conclu- 
sion. She was also looking after a 
ghost. 

ASG Executive Security (01943 
871 813); Home and Pa Care 
(016974 78S15);7PB Security Ser- 
vices ( 014S3 776999) 


Yes, why not think about buying in time for Christmas? 


,v; 


4 * 


The market may be 
slowing down in the 
run-up to Christmas, but 
demand for homes is 
still running high, 
mortgage lenders 
report. Nic Gcutti finds 
out whether now is the 
time to look for your 
dream property. 

It is often said that there are de- 
fined home viewing and buying 
seasons. Viewing is typically 
something that takes place in 
the New Year, immediately af- 
ter the festivities have ended, 
as prospective purchasers re- 
solve to act on their resolutions. 

Offers to buy and subse- 
quent completions of the prop- 
erty transactions is then 
assumed- to take place in the 


spring. Thereafter there is a 
summer hiatus, as people go ou 
holiday, followed by a renewed 
bout of activity in the early au- 
tumn. on people’s return from 
their breaks. November and 
December are supposedly 
lighter months, when evenings 
draw longer and few are in- 
clined to traipse round dark, 
wet streets. 

Does the same still apply? 
Not if you look at the latest sta- 
tistics. Figures from Barclays 
Mortgages, a major lender, 
suggest that an autumn buying 
peak is becoming established, 
almost as strong as the tradi- 
tional spring buying stage. 

The lender’s research sug- 
gests that mortgage lending 
rose by 10 per cent from Oc- 
tober 1996 to the same month 
this year. This compares with 
growth of 15 per cent in the 12 


months to April. Admittedly, 
this shows buying still lags be- 
hind, but not that much. 

The best comparison is to 
judge the autumn sales against 
the increase for sales in the rest 
of the year to date. Average 
year-on-year growth in the past 
10 months stands at 1 1 per cent, 
making the autumn season 
only marginally lower than the 
rest of the year, including the 
peak period. 

Confirming trends noted by 
many other surveys, including 
the k^ ones from both the Hal- 
ifax and Nationwide Building 
Society, phis estate agents, the 
areas where growth in mortgage 
lending has been fell most 
keenly is London and East An- 
glia. But this survey also points 
to fast growth in the North- 
west, pointing to the fact that 
the improvement in lending is 


extending beyond the South- 
east of England. 

Jim Chadwick, Barclays 
Mortgages marketing director, 
says: “What we are now seeing 
is a mortgage market which has 
recovered from the doldrums of 
the early to mid-Nineties. De- 
spite the increases in interest 
rates there have been this year, 
stability seems to be encour- 
aging people to move bomdl 
This is proving to be a good 
time to boy or move.” 

Barclays’ research is based 
on an index which measures 
gross new mortgage advances 
that flow through solicitors’ 
deposit accounts. 

Typically, home buyers who 
arrange a loan will deal with a 
solicitor who arranges the legal ' 
paperwork and passes on the 
purchase price to the vendor. 
Barclays has a 30 per cent mar- 


ket share of these accounts, 
which means that it is able to 
monitor the flow of funds com- 
ing from the full range of 
lenders in the market 

The key question many buy- 
ers will be asking is whether this 
is really the time for them to 
venture out into the cold to look 
at another property. 

Here, the survey evidence 
points to the fact that, com- 
pared to three months ago, few- 
er consumers expect house 
prices to rise, although a ma- 
jority still believes they will go 
up in the next 12 months. 

The message appears to be 
that potential vendors are less 
likely than before to believe that 
by holding their properties 
back, they will easily be able to 
get a vastly better price. 

Buyers are still there: for 
every 10 properties on the mar- 


ket in the North there are 19. 
people looking to buy, com- 
pared to 24 in the Midlands and 
20 m the South-East of England. 
Hopefully, the combination of 
these two features wll lead to 
reasonable prices being set. 

It may also lead to a partial 
weakening of old, pessimistic 
assumptions about placing a 
property on the market in No- 
vember. For those who think 
Christmas is all about presents, 
roast turkeys, port and stuffing, 
it still will be - but perhaps in 
a new home. 

Hie Independent has published 
a free 27-page ‘ Guide to Mort- 
gages’, written by Me Cicutti, the 
paper's personal finance editor 
The guide sponsored by Barclays 
Mortgages, is available to all 
readers by calling 0800 585691. 
Or fig in the coupon on page 4. 



PENNY 

JACKSON 


The price mechanism 
pricks sellers’ 
inflated hopes 


Some mortgage rates have risen this week and 
certainly in London and the South-east the 
property market has slowed down. But what 
does this mean to the regular buyer and 
seller? 

The fact tha t the number of Ear Eastern in- 
vestors has tailed off does not help the person 
y.iling a four-bedroom house in Tin bridge 
Wells. Clearly the indination for buyers to pan- 
ic has gone. Homes are not selling as fast, there 
are fewer buyers around and a healthier sup- 
ply of properties on agents' books. 

This is partly seasonal, of course, but it all 
sounds far less stressful than the spring story 
when good property was selling withm days for 
well over the asking price. The London estate 
agents, WInkworth, find that some vendors have 
not quite caught up with the current mood. 
“There are those who are only putting their 
own homes on the market after they have found 
something to buy, expecting it to move im- 
mediately. That is simply not happening,” says 
Hflaiy Wade, a director. “It is not that we are 
seeing prices falling but that buyers are not pre- 
pared to pay silly prices for a property that has 
been over-valued." 

Apparently, discerning buyers prefer a 
spectacular one-bedroom flat to a run-of-the- 
mill two bedroom. It may not be of much com- 
fort for those families desperately seeking a 
good-size house, but the number of instructions 
for flats has doubled this year according to 
WInkworth. 

Meanwhile, other London evidence comes 
from Trevor Abrahmsohn of Glentree Estates, 
who has noted quite a change from a few 
months ago, when “a fall-priced property was 
snapped up by one or other of a frenzied group, 
open cheque books ready to do business”. 

Now the pendulum is swinging towards a 
more balanced arrangement of buyers and sell- 
ers. “We are now taking property on to our 
books at full prices which are remaining un- 
sold. ror the first time in recent months ven- 
dors are asking us why properties have not sold 
as they anticipated. Mostly this is due to over- 
pricing by the sellers themselves.” 

In foe country, according to the marketing 
company The London Office, foe story is sim- 
ilar. Estate agents find one of foe biggest prob- 
lems is foe over-inflated opinions vendors have 
of foeir homes. “Even though there is con- 
siderable demand for country properties of all 
types, prices generally are beginning to plateau 
but vendors still feel foeir property has a high- 
er value than those being advised by our mem- 
ber firms,” Bob Bickersteth says. 

* 

Spotting an up-and-coming area of London is 
a game everyone can play, some with more suc- 
cess than others. Savills Research has long 
tipped foe Paddington area as ripe for growth 
over and above what is usual. Yolande Baines, 
at SavilLs. believes the most crucial factor to 
be foe high-speed rail link to Heathrow. Many 
people favour South Kensington simply because 
of its TUbe connection to the airport. 

She also points to the essentially good stock 
of bousing which at present is more than like- 
ly to be a somewhat seedy hotel. It has already 
started to come up, but the stock has the po- 
tential to be prime, she says. 

“Take Sussex Gardens, tree-lined with 
lovely houses - it could be absolutely beau- 
tiful The area is also on the borders of the Hyde 
Park estare, Kensington and Netting HilJ 
which is another big factor." Wmkworths con- 
siders foe area’s gen trificati on inexorable and 
has opened a Addington and Bayswaier of- 
fice. “There are little mews houses and flats 
and the colonisation of the better-known es- 
tate agents can increase foe supply of stock, 
which, is very short there,” Ms Baines adds. 



THREE TO VIEW/ UNDER £100 ,000 




asldng-£95,000. 


The Old School in Nutboume, Hampshire, dates from around 1880 - before 
school milk made everybody taller: the current ceiling height on the ground 
floor Is only 5ft 11 Ins. Used as a school after 1880, it was later converted into 
a three-bedroom cottage, but now needs total modernisation. With 
courtyard garden arid garage, it is for sale through Henry Adams (01243 
377773) for £95,000. 


■ *2^** * S""* aWf ‘ ^ m ** Sussex, is Grade II 

Ports town. The 

^b^room bnck-bu.lt cottage has exposed timber frame, open fireplace 
mthe atting room and panelfing to dado height. The rear garden Is paved 
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LAND rover 
freelancer 

King 
off the 

road 


If you were a Japanese maker 
of fashion-heavy 4x4s, you will 
have been dreading this 
moment People who like your 
care probably like the idea of a 
Land Rover, but the real thing 
is too big or too expensive, so 
they buy a toy version instead. 
Trouble is, writes John Simister, 
Land Rover has now come up 
with a toy version of its own. 


The Land Rover Freelander is com- 
pact, car-like in its driving feel, more 
thoroughly engineered than any Land 
Rover before it, and it proudly displays 
that famous badge on nose and tail. 
Land Rover, maker of the original, 
copies the copies and makes it better. 
Result? Full circle, and a new originaL 
Unlike former Land Rovers, but like 
the Toyota RAV4 and Honda CR-V the 
Freelander has a car-like combined 
body/chassts structure instead of a sep- 
arate chassis. This makes it lighter, low- 
er, easier to assemble accurately and 
better able to cushion its occupants in 
a crash. That might surprise some peo- 
ple, who think a solid chassis frame is 
safer, but the important thing is to slow 
the occupants' deceleration an impact 
as much as possible. Otherwise you'll 
have an unsquashed car containing 
squashed people. So, that’s one myth ex- 
ploded. Mother is that off-roaders will 
always have a bumpy ride and vague 
steering, because the Freelander has nei- 
ther. ft’s the most car-like of current off- 
roadeis. smooth, quiet and with excellent 
handling thanks to proper independent 






Freelander; Land Rover* debut in the recreations/ off-road market looks set to become the benchmark 


suspension. The 1.8-litre K-series petrol 
engine is the livelier of the two power 
units on offer, but the 2.0-litre L -series 
turbodiesel is a better bet for lugging 
loads over slippery surfaces off-road, and 
is likely to be more popular. 

Off-road, it's a Land Rover, so it had 
better be good. And it is. Peer under- 
neath the Freelander, and you will see 
thick, tough suspension arms and plen- 
ty of protection for vital components. 
Power goes to all four wheels as re- 
quired; the front wheels do most of the 
work most of the time, but as they lose 
their grip the power is diverted rear- 
wards via a viscous coupling. 

What it does not have is an extra set 
of low-gear ratios for steep slopes and 
cautious picking of ways. Too confus- 
ing, reckons Land Rover, for the hordes 
of people who will be forsaking their 
conventional cars and beading for a new 


Freelander. Instead of the low ratios the 
Freelander has a Hill Descent Control, 
winch causes the anti-lock, brakes to be 
applied automatically and keep the 
speed below Sjfimph (or 4.4mph if the 
trade ts bumpy or beady). That way, you 
won’t toboggan away out of control 

You activate the HDC by pushing 
down on a yellow collar just below the 
gear-fever knob, and you’ll hear many 
dkddnff and whirrings as it does its stuff. 
What it can’t da though, is compensate 
far the difficulty Che Freelander has in 
going slowly up a hiU, because neither 
engine has enough pull at very few revs. 
Instead, you have to buri the LandRover 
at the gradient, and hope for the best 
Still, 1 doubt if many owners will get to 
the stage where they rue this falling. 

This smallest Land Rover comes ip 
two body shapes: a five-door estate car 
and a three-door which looks shorter. 


front wings, and faethreeHkxtf has nov- 
el sloping rear pillars between which can 
fit either a soft convertible top, or a sol- 
id roof. Neat details abound, such as a 
high-level brake-light mounted ooastalk 
and shaped as a Land Rover badge, and 
rear lights held on with chunky screws 
like those on Parmer Giles's Defend- 
er. As you might expect, there’s a big 
range of Freelander accessories of what 
you might call a lifestyle nature. 

. The Freelander soot perfect: it gets 
stuffy without the optional air condi- 
tioning, there’s no seat-height adjust- 
ment, the horn is feeble and the 
dashboard looks dated Bui no rival 4x4 
is as solid or as civilised, whether in 
looks or demeanour. Why it has tak- 
en so long fa hard to fathom, but if you 
want a compact off-roader you won’t 
find a better one titan this. 


Freelander Station Whgon di 
Specifications . 

Price: £18,995. Engine: l,998cc turtiod- 
iesel, four cylinders, eight valves, 97bhp 
at 4J200rpm. Five-speed gearbox, four- 
wheel drive. Ibp speed 96mph, 0-60 in 
14.6sec Fuel consumption: 32-37mpg. 

Rivals 

Honda CR-V, £17,020: Car-like driving 
qualities, but lacks substance. No diesel 
Jeep Cherokee 2.5 TD Sport, 
£19,495: Square-cut and dated. 
Subaru Forester, £16,400: Not as ca- 
pable off-road but surprisingly sporty. 
Suzuki VHaraZO V6 5-door, £16^00: 
Refined engine but conceptually crude. 
Toyota RAV4 GX five-door, £17,463: 
Lively performance but lacks substance. 
Vauxhafl Frontera 2.8 TD Estate, 
£20,640: Big diesel engine, but slower 
and much cruder than Freelander. 


... hobby hor$e to work-horse: the bulletproof original lives on 


An old Land Rover is stiff the 
best off-roader money can buy, 
believes James RitpperL 


Mawice W0ks,cfaef engineer for Rave f, 
bought an ex-US Army four-wheel-dri- 
ve Jeep for use on his estate in Angle- 
sey in 1945. When asked by his brother 
Spencer, also a Rover director, what he 
would replace the Jeep with when h wore 
out, he replied: “Another Jeep." 

In the “export or die" post-war di- 
mate of steel rationing, there was a 
world-wide need for farm machinery. 
The Wilks brothers realised that a 
Rover version of the Jeep could satis- 
fy this demand and provide the com- 
pany with much needed funds. 

Born out of necessity the result was 
a vehicle with a corrosion-resistant 
aluminium body, supported by a sim- 
ple chassis and powered by a gutsy en- 
gine. The first 25 Land Rovers rolled 
off the production line in late 1947. Fifty 


years later the company could not have 
strayed further from its utilitarian roots 
with the luxury specification Range' 
Rover, urban estate car Discovery and 
recreational Freelander. However, an 
old Land Rover is still the best off load- 
er that not too much money can buy. 

Although the Land Rover story has 
been one of constant development, the 
Series 1 and 2 are too crude for most 
practical, iron-farmyard purposes. Now ' 
regarded as classics, they are for die- 
hard enthusiasts only. Series 3s are the 
models that took Land Rover into the 
20th century. A proper dashboard, de- 
cent heating and ventilation, even 
space for a radio. Mechanically, a syn- 
chromesh gearbox and heavy duty 
dutch made life easier and a galvanised 
chassis promised a long and useful life. 

With the 90 and 110 in 1983 the 
most basic Land Rover got comfortable 
coil spring suspension, just like Range 
Rovers. The body also received the 
biggest revamp since the 1940s with re- 
shaped windows, slatted grille and 



Second-hand Land Rovers are stOI a force to be reckoned with 


plastic wheelarch protectors, before a 
name change to Defender. 

Appraising a Land Rover is not for 
the faint hearted At (he very feast take 
an owner, or hire an expert to go with 


you. The other principle to grasp is that 
there is no stifch thing as a cheap Land 
Rover, only one that wQl cost a fortune 
to restore. A serviceable one fa unlikely 
to drop below £1,500, and realistical- 


ly £2,000 to £3,000 is the ideal amount 
to pay at the lower end of the scale. 

Because the Land Rover has been 
around since the beginning of time it- 
self, there are thousands to choose 
from, but don’t worry if you can’t find 
exactly what you want A good used 
Land Rover must have three things; a 
good gearbox, a sound chassis and min- 
imal rust. The rest you can change. 

But if you don’t fancy hard work 
someone like Keith Got! will do it for 
you. He buys ex-MoD and public ser- 
vice Land Rovers, which have been 
maintained properly, then rebuilds 
them to your specification. Prices can 
start at £3,000. You can also turn up 
good examples from the newspapers. 
I found a Series 3 petrol version with 
a foil year’s tax and MOT rear seals 
and a very healthy sounding set of me- 
chanicals for £1.600. And 1 bet it will 
still be running as sweetly in 50 years. 

Keith Gait 01420 544330. The Associ- 
ation of Rover Clubs - 0161 4568224. 
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The first faltering steps 

of the Baby Benz 


How the mighty faU '-° r ' 

in this case, ioU- 
cedes-Benz, a ntot°rmg 

e^plar that stands for 

solidity, safety and en- 
gineering like no other 
car in the world . 
had its latest model ex- 


northern countries. Re- 
ports that Mercedes hqs . 
made engineering cut-, 
{jaejes, to compete with 
val mass makers on price, ... 
probably hold more than - 
a grain of truth. - 
For me, the Ardass fi- - 


only 40mpb, and for h*’ 


ingaoom as 

frey Bernard after a 
session at the Coach and 
Horses. The new A-class 
-ihe “Baby Benz" -has 

been an unmitigated PR 
disaster for a company 
which hitherto has been 
as cushioned from bad 
publicity as most of its 
owners are from poverty. 

While Mercedes un- 
doubtedly has a problem, 
and the world’s media en- 

joyssoa&schadenfteudeat 

the expense of German/s 
biggest company, it’s 
worth putting things in 
perspective. A Swedish 
motoring magazine 
tipped an A-class during 
severe “moose avoid- 
ance" tests on a frozen 
road in Scandinavia at 
40mpb. What’s missing, 
from most of the ac- 
counts, is that the car bad 
five people and SOOlb of 
luggage — equivalent to 
three Mike Tysons- in the 
boot. In a car the size of 
a Metro, that may be a lit- 
tle over the top. None of 
the five passengers suf- 
fered more than superfi- 
cial injuries. 

Later, for the benefit 
of photographers, an- 
other A-class was blasted 
around cones on a dry 
track in Germany and got 
up on two wheels. Yet 
there are allegations that 

- to get the spectacular 
shots - the car was fitted 
with odd-sized tyres to 
encourage a flip. 

Before the Swedish 
“moose test", an esti- 
mated 1,400 journalists 
had tested the A-class 
and, as far as Fm aware, 
none had criticised the 
car’s stability. The TUV 

- Germany's equivalent 
of the AA - commended 
the car's handling. Equal- 
ly, Mercedes* own test 
drrvers had racked up 3 
million test miles using 
500 different cars. Criti- 
cally, none of Mercedes' 
testers had done the 
“moose lest" - a major 
oversight, as this is nor- 
mally standard practice, 
despite the fan it’s mean- 
ingless outside frozen 


asco raises nwj 

it realistic to condemn a'- 
car as dangerous, whefrit k 
fails an unusual manoetf- r - 
vre unlikely ever tobe re- 
produced in real-wprid 
conditions? A number of 
cars on sale right now 
would probably fad a sim- 
ilar assault - or at least : 
display unnerving insta- | 
bility if packed to the ; ( 

gunwales and swerved vi- ( 

olentiy on frozen reads: ; 

Which cars? Simple - : 
any which are unusually I 
tan. The law of physics fa. 1 
immutable. A tall car with y 
a comparatively small 
road area -such as many , 
smaller MP Vs and 4s4s- 
fa likely to roll over, iri ex- . 
trends, at speeds which 
would see normal saloons 
or coupe’s stay on ail 
fours. Can you imagine 
how a London bus would 
fare in the Scandinavian 
moose test? Yet tall and 
usually space-efficient 
rare have many attractions 
-not least, tike a bus, that 
they can carry many peo- 
ple while occupying only 
a small road area. 

The A-class has now 
been temporarily with- 
drawn from production, 
while various chassis ' 
modifications are made. 

It is probably an over re- 
action by Mercedes, as 
much PR stunt as a seri- 
ous attempt to re-engi- 
neer the car. 

It may also not be 
enough. The “fixes" are 
still Largely superficial; 

this small and tall car will 

still be less stable, on the 
limit than a normal sa- 
loon. And come February, 
when the A-class re- 
emerges from the facto- 
ry, new bill of health 
proudly attached to wind- 
screen, motoring jour- 
nalists around the world 
will all be doing their 
"moose tests", photogra- 
phers ever present, hop- 
ing to get some great 
footage of the A-class on • 
tippy toe. If they succeed, 
the baby Benz may even 
be stillborn. And one of 
the cleverest new car con- . 
cepts - even if its execu- 
tion this time is flawed - 
may be lost for years. 
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THE PHO NE CA LI 
THAT COULD 
CHANGE YOUR LIFE 


ROSE* Can you believe it? I get out 
of work and she's standing there with this silly grin on her 
face, holding a rose. She says ifs for our one week 
anniversary. Yeah, I could get used to this. J J 
To place your own FREE persona) ad, call 

108002163^3 
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Renault 


RENAULT LAGUNA 2.0s 1997 (P) 
Adriatic blue (metallic supermans paint), abs, 
paa, engine immobiliser, drivers a/bag, remote 
c/1, e/w, sir, and mirrors. 

Sports pack includes body coloured spoiler and 
wing mirrors, sports seats and upholstery. 

Full warranty and RAC cover to March 2000 
included. 

18,000 miles 

Immaculate condition. £124*50 ono. 

Tel: 01279 850602 


Citroen 


Meatman tteadere W» Kno« A 
Qaatt Guy men T&ey See One 

XatbSXTntelM Estate 

Metallic ErtteraM 
Less than 100 m*es 
P Reg. As Cm 
Full Ketfoy. No CatcW 
7*c rears Warranty 
Six Monos Tax 
£13,495 

01442 871234 f Man Deafer? 


WfpmJfirt Rr&ttrs WiW Krone 
AOac4B*y WhrnTkry5*r Dot 

Xiurtfa LX LSI Estate 
Hemet Red pt Tolar While 
11,000 miles V Keg. Air Con 
fuD History Two Years 
Warranty Srt Months Tat 

£10,995 wtth £750 Mia PX 
01442871234 

(MjblVdks't 


MY WORST CAR/JENNY AGUTTER'S HAT 500 


Not all good things 
come in little packages 


1 had all these Minis for ages 
and ages. 1 remember that 
when it came to my driving 
test you had to know hand 
signals, but 1 didn't think I 
would have to do them and I 
couldn’t work, out whether to 
pul my hand through the 
front pan of the slide window 
or what. 

Then I got myself a Rat - 
1 think it was die Fiat 500. It 
was little, about the smallest 
car you could get. 

2 can’t remember how 
much I would have paid for it 

- this was about 20 years ago 

- but it would probably have 
been about £100. 1 always buy 
cars second-hand. Fve had 
some good ones, but a run of 
really bad ones as well. 

The Fiat was constantly 
breaking down. This wire 
would come off the baUciy 
and it was happening all the 
time and I would have to get 
out and go and bit it 

And people were always 
having to push-start me. 
There was one occasion when 
1 was going somewhere and I 
can't remember why but 
Germaine Greer was in the 
car. She’s quite a tali lady and 
she’d sort of folded herself in. 

We were going down into 
an underpass and the car 




“ sophisticated »r« r ^ hid to ^ 


wasn't really working, but 
fortunately it picked up again 
when wc went up the other 
side. You learnt all these 
tricks. 

With that ear it was 
terribly important tu park it 
on hills facing downhill. 


because you knew you would 
get some impetus to get 
going. I didn’t have it for veiy 

long because it did ran into 

so many problems. I was 
living Id Streatham (south 
London) at the time and I 
think it just got left by the 


side of th e road in the end. 
J&nyAgutterwWbe 

appearing in the Christmas 
Production of 'Peter Pan' at 
the Royal National Theatre, 
London. She was speaking in 
Louise Jury. . 

















